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SCRIPTURE: Galatians 

INTRO: WEBSTER DEFINES "HARMONY" AS, "A CONCORD, AN 
AGREEMENT GIVING UNITY." NOTICE THAT 
"HARMONY" IS A "CONCORD" NOT A "DISCORD . " 

AS PAUL WRITES THESE VERSES HE REVEALS THE 
HARMONY THAT EXISTS BETWEEN GOD'S GRACE ON ONE 

AND GOD'S LAW ON THE OTHER HAND. 
YET THE HISTORY OF CHRISTENDOM HAS BEEN BY 

MAN'S MISINTERPRETATION AND MISAPPLICATION OF GOD'S 
GRACE AND GOD'S LAW. THE RESULT HAS BEEN DISCORD AND 
DISSENSION RATHER THAN CONCORD AND HARMONY. THIS WAS 
TRUE IN PAUL'S DAY AND IT IS TRUE IN OURS. 

ARE GRACE AND LAW NATURAL ENEMIES? DO THEY STAND 
NEVER THE TWAIN TO MEET? 

BUT PAUL SAYS, "NOT SO." AS ONLY HE CAN DO, THE 
APOSTLE TAKES THESE TWO DIVINE TRUTHS AND WEAVES 
THEM INTO A MELODIOUS HARMONY. 

WHEN WE TAKE GOD'S GRACE AND GOD'S LAW AND APPLY 
THEM PROPERLY TO OUR LIVES, WE SHALL EXPERIENCE HAR
MONY, THE PEACE AND THE CERTAINTY GOD INTENDS FOR HIS 
CHILDREN TO HAVE. 

PAUL CONTENDS THAT WE CAN EXPERIENCE 
WHEN WE UNDERSTAND (1) THE PERMANENCE OF GOD'S GRACE 
AND (2) THE PURPOSE OF GOD'S LAW. 

I. 
--G_,g 

--NOTE: Changes can be terribly fru s trating and can 
heighten our anxieties, i.e., I.R.S. deductibles, 
water rationing--number day , 
hours of the day, 

Adversion to change is not a disease of old age, 
i.e., our children and metal Christmas tree. Man 
has always longed for stability and security. 

. 6a ' Eor am the Lord, I change not. " 
--NOTE: Paul satisfies our desire for something per-
manent on which our souls can rest. 

Paul's aim is to show the superiority of 
,:J f over the way of law . He begins by 
that the way of grace is than the way 

the way 
showing 
of law. 



When Abraham had made his venture of faith, God had 
made his p romise to him--a promise made conse
quent upon an act of faith. The law did not come 
until the time of Moses, and that was four hundred 
and thirty years later. 

But--Paul goes on to argue--once a covenan, an 
agreement, a will, has been duly agreed and ratified, 
you alter it, and you cannot add additional 
clauses and codicils to it; it must remain unchanged. 
Therefore, the later law cannot alter the earlier 
of faith. It was faith which set Abraham right with 
God; the law can never alter that; and faith is stilJ 
the only way for a man to get himself right with God. 
The way has not changed! 

. I 
• 3: 5 "Le t me giv.e everyday illustratior 

my brothers. Once a co act has been properly 
up and signed, it is nored by both parties, and car 
neither be disrega ed nor modified by a third par 
ty. II ) 
-ILLUS: Scottish Physician ... "Forgiven, too poor to 

"So far as the east is from the we st ... " etc 
2 . A Limitation 

--Gal. 3: 16 
--NOTE: Paul's argument is that the is 
used in the singular and not in the that, 
therefore, God's promise points not to a great crowd 
of people but to one single individual. It is 
limi t ed to Jesus Christ. And, therefore, way 
peace and right relations with God is the way of 

, faith in Jesus Christ. 
Or in the words of Christ Himself, "I am THE way, 

THE truth and THE life ... " Access to God's g race 
limited to Ghrist only! 

3. An Application 
--Gal. 3: 17 (Here Paul applies what he has said to 
the Law.) 

The whole problem of human life is to get 
into a right with God. How can we 
achieve this right relationship? Shall we try to 
achieve it by a meticulous and even self-torturing 
obedience to the law, by performing endless deeds, 
by observing every smallest regulation the law lays 
down? If we take that way we are forever in default, 
for man's imperfection can never fully satisfy the 
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perfection of God. We are forever frustrated, for
ever climbing up a hill in which the peak never 
comes in sight, forever under condemnation. 

But if we simply abandon this hopeless struggle 
and bring ourselves and our sin to God, then the 
grace of God opens its arms to us and we are at 
peace with a God who is no longer judge but father. 
Paul's whole argument is that that is what happened 
to Abraham; it was on that basis that God's cove
nant with Abraham was made. And nothing that came 
in later can change that covenant any more than 
anything can alter a will that has already been 
ratified and signed. 

4 A 
--Gal. : 18 "For i f ... law" is a misinterpretation 
that Paul is determined to correct. 

We are saved by God's grace 
in the promise of salvation through 
entering into some mutual with God. Not 
some conditional "contract" in whi ch God says, "If 
you do this, I will do that ... 

II. THE PURPOSE OF GOD'S LAW 

l. A of Our Sin 
--Gal. 3:19 
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--, 
His that the law was not given direct 

God. In the old story in Exodus 20 the law was 
given direct to Moses; but in the days of Paul the 
Rabbis were so impressed by the utter holiness and 
the utter distance and remoteness of God that they 
believed that it was quite impossible for God to 
deal direct with men. Therefore they introduced 
idea that the law was given first to angels and ther 
by the angels to Moses. Here Paul is using the 
Rabbinic thoughts of his time. The law then is at 
a double remove from God. Compared with promise 
which was given absolutely directly by God, the law 
is a second--·h and thing which came through inter
mediaries. And thus the law is inferior to Grace 
and in no way alters grace. 

--vs. 20 (READ) 
What is Paul's thought here? An agreement 
on law always involves There 

the person who gives it and the person who accepts 
it. That agreement is dependent on the action of 
two people. Let the one who receives the 
break them and the whole agreement collapses. Any 
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legal agreement depends on both sides keeping 
the agreement. That is the position those who 
put trust in the law were in. 
law, and the whole agreement is undone . 

But a promise only depends on one the 
promise is given by one, and notrilhg anyone else 
can do or alter that promise. Now the 
way of entirely on God. It is His 
promise, His grace, His love. Nothing man can do 
can alter that. He may sin, he may stray, but the 
love and the grace of God stand unaltered. 

To Paul it was the weakness of the law that 

C -

2 . Affirmation of Our Need 
--Gal. 

(1) A Need that Cannot be Met by the Law 
--vs. 

--NOTE: The law can and does define sin, it can do 
nothing whatever to cure sin. This is at one and 
the same time the strength and the weakness of the 

The strength of the law is that it 
sin; its weakness is that it can do nothing to cure 
sin. It is like a doctor who is an expert in 
nosis but who is helpless to clear up 
which he has diagnosed . 

Thus to attempt to live under the Law is to liv e 
the constant cloud of and despair! 

( 2) A Need That Cannot be by 
--vs. 22a (Phillips) as are, the 
scripture has ALL men 'imprisoned,' because they 
are found guilti of the Law." 
--Rom. 3:23 "For ALL have sinned and come short of 
t e glory of God." 
--I John 1:8 "If that we have no sin, we de
ceive ourse lves, and the truth is not in us." 

--ILLUS: Preparatory to beginning a meeting in a 
large city, famed evangelist Billy Sunday wrote a 
l e t t e r to the mayor in which he asked for the name 
of individuals h e knew who had spi ritual problems 
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and needed help and prayer. 
How surpr ised the evangelist was when he received 

, from the mayor a city directory. 
(3) A Need That Can Be Met Only In Christ 

• 22b 
--NOTE: The"""ultimate of the Law is t o a f firm 

our need and to convince us that that need can be 
met only in Jesus Christ. 

Let a man try to get into a right relationship 
with God via the law; he will find he cannot do it. 
He will be driven to see that all he can do is to 
accept the wonder of grace of which Jesus Christ 
came to tell men. 

A promise that says, "Whosoever 
unto "Believe on the Lord Jesus 

and ••. " "If hear my voice and opens ... " 

CON: Judge Kaufman presided at the trial of the 
Russian spies, the Rosenbergs. They were charged 
with and convicted of treason against the United 
States and sentenced to death. 

In his summation at the end of the long and 
bitter trial, the lawyer for the Rosenbergs said ani 
matedly, "Your Honor, what my clients ask for is 
justice." 

Judge Kaufman replied calmly, "The court has 
given what you ask for--justice! What you really 

. want is mercy. But that is something this court has 
right to give." 
God gives us both and mercy. 
In the God is just when he says, "The wages 

of sin is 
But in God is erc1.ful when He says, "But 

the gift o f is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord." 

Will you accept the mercy God offers you t oday 
through His Grace? 
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A Study of Galatians 
A Melodious Harmony 

Galatians 3:15-22 

• Galatians 3: 15-22 (NLB) 

Handout #8 

15Dear friends, here's an example from everyday life. Just as no 
one can set aside or amend an irrevocable agreement, so it is in 
this case. 

16God gave the promise to Abraham and his child. And notice that 
it doesn't say the promise was to his children, as if it meant 
many descendants. But the promise was to his child--and that, of 
course, means Christ. 

17This is what I am trying to say: The agreement God made with 
Abraham could not be canceled 430 years later when God gave 
the law to Moses. God would be breaking his promise. 

18For if the inheritance could be received only by keeping the law, 
then it would not be the result of accepting God's promise. But 
God gave it to Abraham as a promise. 

then, why was the law given? It was given to show people 
how guilty they are. But this system of law was to last only until the 
coming of the child to whom God's promise was made. And there 
is this further difference. God gave his laws to angels to give to 
Moses, who was the mediator between God and the people. 

a mediator is needed if two people enter into an agreement, 
but God acted on his own when he made his promise to Abraham. 

21Well then, is there a conflict between God's law and God's 
promises? Absolutely not! If the law could have given us new life, 
we could have been made right with God by obeying it. 

22But the Scriptures have declared that we are all prisoners of sin, 
so the only way to receive God's promise is too believe in Jesus 
Christ. 



The apostle takes these two divine truths (grace and 
law) and weaves them into a melodious harmony. 

I. The Permanence of God's Grace 

Paul's aim is to show the superiority of the way of 
_____ over the way of ____ . He begins by showing 
that the way of grace is _____ than the way of law. 

1. An lllustration--Gal. 3: 15 

2. A Limitation--Gal. 3: 16 

3. An Application--Gal. 3: 17 

The whole problem of human life is to get into a right 
with God. ------

4. A Misinterpretation--Gal. 3: 18 
18For if the inheritance could be received only by keeping the 
law, then it would not be the result of accepting God's promise. 
But God gave it to Abraham as a promise. 

We are saved by God's grace through ____ --Not some 
conditional" _____ " 
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Purpose of God's Law--Gal. 3: 19-22 
1. A Clarification of Our ___ --3: 19 & 20 

An agreement founded on law always involves --
people. 

But a promise only depends on __ person; and nothing 
anyone else can do can or alter that promise. 

To Paul it was the weakness of the law that it depended on 
__ persons 

But grace is entirely of __ _ 

2. An Affirmation of Our --Gal. 3:21-22 -----

(1) A Need that Cannot be Met by the ___ --vs. 21 b 

The strength of the law is that it ____ sin; its weakness 
is that it can do nothing to ___ 

(2) A Need That Cannot be Denied by --vs. 22a; Rom. ---
3:23 

(3) A Need That Can Be Met Only In ____ --vs. 22b 

God gives us both justice and mercy. 
In the Law, God is just. 

In Grace, God is merciful. 
Will you accept the mercy God offers you today through His 

Grace? 
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