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SCRIPTURE: 

THE CURSE IS 

Galatians 3: 10-14 

INTRO: SOME THINGS ARE ABSOLUTELY BLACK OR ABSO
LUTELY WHITE. THEY ARE EITHER/OR RATHER THAN 

PROPOSITIONS. NOT ALL THINGS BUT SOME THINGS 
ARE EITHER/ OR ISSUES. 

FOR EXAMPLE, YOU EITHER ARE MARRIED OR YOU 
SINGLE. YOU CAN'T BE BOTH MARRIED AND SINGLE AT THE 
SAME TIME. 

YOU ARE EITHER ALIVE OR YOU ARE DEAD. YOU CANNOT 
BE BOTH ALIVE AND DEAD AT THE SAME TIME. 

YOU ARE EITHER 40 OR OVER, OR YOU ARE UNDER 40 
YEARS OF AGE. YOU CAN'T BE BOTH, AS MUCH AS YOU MAY 
WISH TO BE. AND SOME WOULD LIKE THIS VERY MUCH. 
ELIZABETH'S HAPPIEST TEN YEARS OF HER LIFE WERE BE
TWEEN 39 and 40! 

NOW LET'S CARRY THIS ONE STEP FURTHER. YOU ARE 
EITHER A CHRISTIAN OR YOU ARE NOT A CHRISTIAN. IT 
IS IMPOSSIBLE TO BE IN THE FAMILY OF GOD AND OUT OF 
THE FAMILY OF SAME TIME. 

MORE THAN ISN'T A PERSON HERE WHO 
WOULD DISAGREE WITH ANY OF THESE EITHER/OR STATE
MENTS. 

BUT 
EITHER 
TO HIM 
PARTLY 

LET'S GO 
BY GRACE 
AT ALL. 
BY GRACE 

ONE STEP FURTHER. YOU RELATE TO GOD 
THROUGH FAITH OR YOU DON'T RELATE 
IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO RELATE TO GOD 
AND PARTLY BY LAW. 

PAUL IS SAYING, "THE CHRISTIAN IS EITHER UNDER 
THE LAW OR HE IS UNDER GRACE. HE CANNOT BE UNDER 
BOTH. WE ARE NOT PARTLY BY GRACE AND PARTLY 
BY THE WORKS OF THE THE OF WORKS IN 
GRACE SPOILS IT ALL. FOR WORKS W) AND GRACE 
ARE QPPOSITES . IT IS NOT A QUESTI ON OF LAW AND 
GRACE BUT LAW OR GRACE." 

THESE PAUL AND CONFRONT US TO-
DAY: I 

"LEGALISM" SAYS WE ARE SAVED BY WORKS, BY KEEPING , 
THE LAW ... 

"ANTINOMIANISM" (2 GREEK WORDS = "AGAINST LAW") 
SAYS SINCE WE ARE SAVED BY GRACE WE ARE FREE 
FROM THE LAW AND CAN LIVE AS WE PLEASE. WE CAN 
BECOME LAWLESS. 



"GALATIANISM" (FAR MORE SUBTLE) SAYS WE ARE 
SAVED BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH ALONE BUT AFTER 
WE ARE SAVED WE ARE KEPT SAVED BY OBEDIENCE TO 
THE LAW--SAVED BY GRACE BUT KEPT BY WORKS ! 

PAUL SAYS, WOULD PLACE US UNDER A 
CURSE, IT WOULD CAUSE US TO BE "BEWITCHED . " : 
(GAL. 3: S" , 

I. WHEN DOES ONE FALL UNDER THIS CURSE? 
--Vs. 10:a (Phillips) "Everyone who is involved in 
trying to keep the Law's demands falls under a 
curse." . --NOTE: A person falls under this curse when he 

to be by the works of the law. By 
something he does--keeping the 10 commandments, 
obeying the ethical teachings adhering tc 

religion" of his 
This is a decision one makes on his own. But 

once to pJ ace under the Law, 
you place yourself under a curse. Wh? Because it 
never was the purpose of the Law to us from 
our sins, but to make us of our sins. 

3:2.0 by the works of the Law no 
flesh will be justified in His sight; for through 
the Law comes the knowledge of sin." 

--APPLY: We totally misinterpret the law and mis
apply the Law when the think of it as some k i n d of 
plan of salvation. It is not a "plan of 
It is simply s i gn that pa i nt s us to God's plan of 
salvation which excludes any of our "works of 
righteousness." 

But if we choose to involve "· n trying 
to keep the Law's demands" (vs. 10 , Phillips) as 
a way of salvation, it is then tat we "fall under 
the curse." 

V 
II. WHAT IS THIS CURSE? 

10b 
--NOTE: The law knows no mercy. It not 
the slightest deviation from its unyielding demands. 
I t e xacts the for every tiny t r ans
gression. It ever condemns and never condones. It 
confronts men like a sheer perpendicular cliff 
towering thousands of feet into the air, with the 
d e mand that me n scale it or die in the attempt. 
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That no man can possibly keep the whole law is 
self-evident from experience and observation; more
over, it is clearly taught in Scripture. He that 
breaks at even one point of all 
(Jas. 

though a man on the 
he is still under the laws of the state in which 
his house stands. "So near, and yet so far!" he 
might well say, if the state just across the street 
from his house were tax-free, while he himself was 
being taxed beyond all endurance. 

Yet the choice was his. When he chose to live 
in that state, he chose to pay the penalty high 
taxes. To choose to under the of the 
law is to· choose to live under the of the law. 

--NOTE: Deuteronomy 27:15-26 is the basis for what 
Paul is saying about the curse of the law. 

times the word "cursed" is used of those 
who fail to keep the law. 

"Cursed is the man who dishonors his father or 
... moves his neighbor's boundary mark ... mis

leads a blind person ... distorts justice ... accepts 
a bride ... " 

Paul echoe s this truth by saying 
a curse--not the Law i t self but the 
fulfill it, and to think by meeting a of its 
demands you can please God and yourself in 
His eyes. 

III. HOW CAN WE ESCAPE THIS CURSE? 
(Read 11) 

We escape the curse of the Law 
righteous man shall live by faith!' (Repeated 

Hab. 2:4 and Rom. 1:17 and Heb. 10:2 . 
--NOTE: Man might live by the law if he could per
fectly keep the law; but the point is, no man ever 
has met, and no man ever can meet, these conditions. 
"All short of the 
God . (Rom. if man is to 
and not die, he must find life through faith. The 
only escape from the curse of the 

est of to the state of 
the promise 
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"There is therefore now no condemnation those 
who are in Chr1· st Jesus II 

• 
How can we escape this curse? By Faith. 

12 (Phillips) "And the Law is not a matter of 
faith at all, but of for example the scrip
ture says "He that DOETH them shall live in them. 

BUT--who can DO them? 
--ILLUS: Recently a 20 year old wonder boy by the 

name of J a was the pride and joy 
of the He is from a tiny village in 
Mexico. A news story states that "at last count 17 
people of the extended Valenzuela family live and 
sleep in and around their crowded 4-room dwelling. 
Fernando, who has 11 brothers and sisters, sleeps 
here no more." 

He now lives in luxurious hotel s , travels in 
and goes about his business in grand 

style. His family all look up north to their 
brother with pride. He has now made it. 

He got a few breaks, so he deserves some of the 
glory. He can pitch a great game. He even 
pretty well. But you see before 
be aved by "doing") he has to alwa at a 

And he has already failed before God because 
has been scored on. 
If he is really going to make it God's way under 

the he has to alwa s get a hit, and he has to 
per ect Everytime his E.R.A. 

has zero, zero, zero--or he fails in the 
game of life. 

"":} That's God's standard. I is absolute perfection 
or you fail. failure d ou're 

No one always p em"--all the demands 
of the law. can we escape the the 
law--by faith "the Law is not of fai But 
"the righteous man shall l ·ive by 

IV. WHO BREAKS THE SPELL OF THIS CURSE? 
--vs. redeemed us from the curse of the 

Law (the curse we deserved because we broke the 
Law) . . 
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--NOTE: Christ became a curse FOR us to remove the 
curse FROM us. 

Cor. 5:21 "God made Him who knew no sin to be 
sin FOR us." 

--NOTE: You see, it was ou transferred to Him 
that led His death. At the moment of His death, 
Christ bore (!{f;j) of the curse we deserve. 

has redeemed us from the curse of the 

V. IS THE CURSE BROKEN? 
--vs.--"I4 
--NOTE: Christ broke the curse in order that He 
might present to us the out-and-out gift of salva
tion, free of any charge to us. 

--NOTE: I am continually amazed how many good 
people I know are still trying to pick up the tab 
when it has already been paid in full. 

--ILLUS: The first week I lived in San Angelo, I 
was having lunch in a with a deacon, who 
through plus years has become a dear friend. We 
were enjoying getting acquainted. I looked 
across the way and saw a man who I remembered being 
in the congregation the previous Sunday. He waved 
and I waved and smiled back. 

he was on his way out, he stopped by our table 
and greeted us. When we had finished our meal, I 
walked over to the cashier and said, "I didn't get 
a ticket, but I would like to pay now. 11 She said, 
11 Oh, you have to worry about that because it 
is already paid. 11 I asked, "Well, who paid it? 11 

And she said, 11 I know his name, but it was 
the gentleman who walked over by your table as he 
left and greeted you." 

And I said, 11 He paid for our meal?" "Yes," she 
said, "it's all paid for. 11 I said, 11 well, why 
I take care of the tip?" 11 He took care of the tip 
also, "she replied--
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You know what? I didn't pay again!--I didn't 
say, "How much was it because I really want to pay 
it myself!" It was all taken care of, totally and 
absolutely! 

But you know what, I had the hardest time accept
ing that. I wanted to go home and phone him and 
say, "Why don't I split it halfway with you?" 

--APPLY: This is the way we are built. We have the 
hardest time accepting something. It takes far more 
grace to receive than to give. 

We are conditioned to feel that we ought to "pay 
ouA own way! " 

When we try to do this to God, He says, "That is 
an insult to my grace!" If I picked up the tab at 
the beginning of your life, I will take care of the 
tab throughout your it! 
This is the only reason why I have broken the cur s e 
of the law for you." 

--APPLY: You don't have to earn God's f avor--you 
His favor. 

You don't have to earn Goa 's love- -you His 
love. 

It i s all y ours now and forever. You are now 
from the curse of the Law. 

You are now free to obey. 

CON: 
1. 

2. 

Two Les sons : 
Salvation is an "Either/or" proposition 
--Either you accept it by grace through faith 

apart from works, or you don't accept it 
at all! 

Deliverance ·from The Curse depends on Christ, 
not me. 
--This is a marvelous thought! I need that 

r e mi nder, being the hard driver and 
p e rennial doer that I am. 

The Curse Is Broken! 

Just as I am, 'thout one plea, 
But that thy was shed for me, 
And that t bidd'st me come to thee, 
0 Lamb of God, I come! I come! 
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SOURCES: Bartlett, C. Norman, Galatians, Freedom 
For Modern Man, Moody Press, Chicago 7 1948. 

Swindoll, Charles, Cassette on Galatians. 



Sardis lapttst Church 
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Winnfield, 71483 

The Curse Is Broken! 
Galatians 3: 10-14 

Paul is saying, "The Christian is either under the law or he is under 
grace. He cannot be under both. 

I. When Does One Fall Under This Curse 

• Vs. 1 Oa (Phillips) "Everyone who is involved in trying to keep 
the Law's demands falls under a curse." 

• Romans 3:20 

We totally misinterpret the law and misapply the Law when we 
think of it as some kind of plan of salvation. It is simply a sign 
that points us to God's plan of salvation. 

II. What Is This Curse?--vs.1 Ob 

The Law brings a curse--not the Law itself but the inability to 
fulfill it, · and to think by meeting a few of its demands you can 
please God and justify yourself in His eyes. 

Ill. How Can We Escape This Curse? --vss. 11- 12 

We escape the curse of the Law by faith -- "The righteous man 
shall live by faith!" (Hab. 2:4; Romans 1 :17 and Hebrews 10:28) 

IV. Who Breaks the Spell of This Curse? 

• Vs. 13 "Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law 

• Deut. 21 :23b 



V. Why Is the Curse Broken? --vs. 

Christ broke the curse in order that He might present to us the 
out and out gift of salvation, free of any charge to us. 

You have to earn God's favor-you have His favor. 
You don't have to earn God's love--you have His love. 
It is all yours now and forever. 

Two Lessons: 
1. Salvation is an "Either/or" proposition. 

• Either you accept it by grace through faith apart from works, or 
you don't accept it at all! 

2. Deliverance from the Curse depends on Christ, not me. 

• This is a marvelous thought! I need that reminder, being the 
hard driver and perennial doer that I am. 

The Curse Is Broken! 
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THE CURSE IS BROKEN! 
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