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THE WORK OF GRACE 
Galatians 3:1-29 

(Third in a series of Six Sermons on the Letter to the Galatians) 

Because his enemies had infiltrated the 
churches and had confused the Galatian 
Christian, Paul was called upon to defend 
his message of grace. 

That is what he does in the third 
chapter of his Galatian letter. 

in 3 
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of 
lly, the Jews felt that 

physical descent from Abraham was 
sufficient to identify with him and to share 
his promise. Paul said the true 
sons of those who share his 

This is an echo of what Jesus said 
in John 8:39, that the children of Abraham 
are those who exhibit the same kind of 
trusting obedience to God that Abraham 
showed. 
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the most remarkable verses in the New 

our 
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DON'T LIVE BENEATH YOUR PRIVILEGES 
Galatians 4:1-31 

(Fourth in a series of Six Sermons on the Letter to the Galatians) 

Life is full of passages through 
which we change from one status to 
another. Accompanying each change in 
status is a change of privileges. In the 
opening verses of Galatians 4, Paul 
described a change of status 
which is made possible through Jesus 
Christ. To understand what Paul said, we 
need to put his statement in the context of 
Jewish family life. 

As long as a child was a minor, his 
status was the same as that of a slave. He 
did not have freedom . He did not have 
privileges. Instead, he was under the 
support and control of tutors and governors. 
Paul used that as an analogy for the way 
God dealt with Israel in the time before 
Christ came. During the Old Testament 
period, Paul said, we Jews were like 
children. During our childhood, Paul said, 
when we were not yet ready to relate to 
God in an adult way, God used the Law 
and the ceremonies of the law to keep us 
in line. 

With Christ came a change in status, 
and with the change in status, a change of 
privileges. 

Notice the reason for this change in 
the way God dealt with us. It was the 
incarnation of Christ. We see both the 
divinity of Christ and the humanity of 

Christ in Paul's statement in verse 4: "God 
sent His Son, born of a woman, born under 
the Law." 

Notice also the result of this change. 
Jesus set us free the limitations of our 
childhood and established us in a position 
where we could claim our full rights as 
children of God. This was Paul's 
declaration in verse 7: "Therefore you are 
no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, 
then an heir through God." 

John made a similar statement in his 
first epistle: "See how great a love 
Father has bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called children of God; and such 
we are" (1 John 3:1). 

Through Christ, we have been 
elevated to a new status where we have 
available to all the resources and all the 
riches and all the realities of God. When 
we appropriate those resources into our 
lives, we will experience the joy and peace 
and power and confidence God intended us 
to have as His children. 

We don't have to look far to realize 
that few Christians seem to be living at this 
level of full privileges. Instead of 
experiencing joy, many Christians are sad. 
Instead of having a deep sense of peace, 
many Christians are stressed out. Instead of 
being energized by the power of God, 



I. The Proposition 

The Work of Grace 
Galatians 3: 1-29 

God did something for us in Christ we Could never do for ourselves. 
3:1-4 

II. The Prelude 
work with Abraham 

3:6-24 
1. The purpose of the Law is to convince the Jews of their sin. 

2. The purpose of the Law is to convince the Jews of their need 
of Christ 

III. The Product 
A changes relation to God and man 
3:25-29 

Grace puts us all on level ground before God and thus ushers us into a 
new way of relating to God and to each other. 


