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WHAT THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS 

SCRIPTURE: Galatians 2:20 "I am crucified with 
Christ: nevertheless yet not I, but Christ 

in me: and the I in the 
I by the faith of the Son of God, who 

loved me, and gave himself for me. " 

INTRO: "THE CHRISTIAN LIFE" SIMPLEST AND 
MOST BIBLICAL IS "THE CHRIST LIFE." IT 
IS CHRIST '' S LIVING IN YOU. WHEN YOU ACCEPTED 
CHRIST AS YOUR ALLOWED HIM TO COME INTO 
YOUR LIFE AND TO OWN AND CONTROL YOU. YOU HAVE 
GIVEN YOUR LIFE AS A PIECE OF CLOTHING IN WHI CH 
HE MIGHT LIVE EACH DAY. 

OF CHRISTIAN LIVING WILL BE 
GREATLY INCREASED AS YOU COME TO UNDERSTAND WHAT 
THE CHRISTIAN LIFE REALLY IS. 

I. tHE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS A NEW EXPERIENCE 
--NOTE: The story of your salvation began long 

before you were born. God wanted you to get 
the most out of life. So, he conceived a plan 
that would make possible the livng of your life 
on the highe st plain. This is the "Christian 
life." 

You the Christian life thro ugt 
a new birth--a new Let's see how 
all began. 

The Need s Experience 
3:23 "For all have sinned and come 

of the glory of God." 
A Need - - "All" 
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Catalina Island is about 
twenty-five miles directly across from 
the pier in Santa Monica. We get to the 
end the pier and we run and jump off 
the end to see who can jump to Catalina . 
Now up to the present, has made 
it. There have been some mighty good 
jumps, but nobody yet has made it. 

It's a del i ghtful game be c ause 
you jump, you get wet, and you can 

say to the other fellow, "I jumped 
farther than you did." And it is true. 
Some jump farther. There are some 
people that I'm sure could outjump me. 

come short of Catalina although 
s ome jump fart her than others. "All 
come short of the glory of God," al
though some are not as great sinners 

othe rs. \ 
(2) A Need 

--Romans 6: 2 3 "Fo r the of sin is 
death ; but the gift of God is eternal 
life through our Lord." 

to you ("gi ft") 
Here Pa u l uses two military words 

For he uses the word "opsonia". 
Opsonia ' was the soldier's pay, something 
that he earned with the risk of his 
body and the s we at of his brow, some
thing that was due to him and could not 
be taken from he uses 
the word "charisma'. The charisma 
was a totally f r ee and unearned gift 
which the army s ometimes received. On 
special occasions, for instance on 
his birthday, o r on his accession to the 
throne , o r the anniversary of it, an 
emperor handed o ut a free gi f t of money 
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the army. It had not been earned; 
it was a present; a gift of the emper
or's kindness and grace. So Paul says 
"Sin has earned death. If we got the 
pay we had earned it would be death. 
It is deat that is due to us as a 
right. 

( 2) Is Christ 
"But God commendeth his lov 

us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ us." 

"The first recorde words of 
the Lord were 'Wist ye not that I 
must be about My Father's business' 
and His last words were 'It i s finis h 
ed! I II 

--ILLUS: Some time ago, a war raged in 
Ind ia between the English, and a 
monarch. Several English officers 
were taken prisoners, among them one 
named Baird . One day, a native office 
brought in fetters, to be put upon eac 
of the prisoners, the wounded not ex
cepted. Baird had been severly wounde 
and was and.weak
ness. A to 
the native official, "You do not think 
of putting chains upon that wounded 
young man?"--"There are just many 
pairs of fetters as there are captives 
was the answer; "and every pair must 
be worn."--"Then," said the officer 
"put two pairs on me: I 
as well as my o 
stor is, that o gai n 

freedom, to tpe: 
Ci but !J1e 

e wore two o fetters! 
ut what if he had worn fetters 

fo a 1 in the prison! Such a thing 
has been done by Jesus Christ! 



I ,. 
3. The Attitude That I s Necessary For Thi s 

Experience 
(1) Repentanc e 

-·-Luke "I yo u, Nay: but, except 
ye repent, ye shall all likewise peri sh . 

(2) Faith 
--Acts 16:31 "And they said, Believe in 

the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
be saved, and house." 

4. The Act That Initiat es This Experi nee 
--Romans 10:13 "For whosoever shall call upon 

the name of the Lord shall be saved." 

5. 

(1) Your p art 
( 2 ) God ' s part 

The Relation That Re sults Fr om This 
Experience 

--John 1:12 "But as ma ny as received him, 
to them gave he powe r to become 
pf even to them that believe on his 
name." 

- ILLUS: When Napoleon's horse ran away and 
a lowly soldier caught him, Napoleon said, 
"Thank you, Captain." The man at once 
packed his belongings, moved to the officers 
quarters, and went t o with them. The 
emperor had called him captain, and he was 
therefore a rr 11 

We are all miser able sinners, but when 
we receive Jesus e calls 
o God (john 1: us 

our be and into the 
life to which He has appointe us! 

--__ : "T e o f God" 

I'm so glad I'm a part of the family 
of God--

I've been washed in the fountain, 
Cleansed by His blood! 
Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel 

this sod, 
For I'm part of the family, the 

family of God . 
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It 

When 

we're a family and these 
so near; 

heartache we all share the 
tears, 

And victory in this 
family so 

From the door of 
of the King--

No longer an outcast, 
For rags unto riches, 

stronq, 

to the house 

a 
from 

I sing; 
to the 

--NOTE: The Chr istian l ife is a n ew 
experience. 

II. HE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS A NEW PERSON WITHIN 
Because of this new experience there is 

a new person within you. Chri s t oow 
live s in y ou. ) The refore the Christian l ife is 

· · · Christ, it is not J 
like is i l e 
and through you. 
1. Whose Presence Destroys the Old Self 

2: 20 "I am crucified with Christ: 
neverthe less I live; yet I, but 
liveth i n me: and the l ife which I now live 
in the fle sh I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, himself 
for me." 

--ILLUS: is only one life that wins •. 
a nd tat life is the life of Jesus Christ. 
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"Jes us Christ does 
not want to be our He wants to 
be our li fe, He does not want us just 
to for Him: He wants us to 
do His work 115 , 

2. Who Crea tes An Ant i cipation of Our Future 
--Colossians 1:27b "Christ in you, the hope 

of 

--NOTE: Williams translation: "Christ 
you the hope of your glorification' 

3. Who Makes Our Bodi es Very S e 
--I Corinthians 6:19 "What? know ye no 

that your body is t he temple of the H 
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of 
God, and ye are not your own?" 

--NOTE: Because we have a new person within , 
we are to live in s uch a way as to bring 
honor to God. 

--I Corinthians 6:20 "For ye are bought with 
a price: therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 

--ILLUS· Becuase God's dwells u 
we have become a t emple of Go' 

And becuase of that a man's body 
is his own to do a s he likes with; 
it is Christ's and he must use that body 
not for the satisfaction of his own lusts, 
but for the glory of Christ 

4. Who Imparts Assurance 
--I John 3:24 "And he that keepeth 

commandments dwelle th in and he in 
And hereby that abideth 
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in us, the which hath qiven 

III. THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS A NEW LIFE 

1. ossible By Resurrected Christ 
--Romans 6:4 "Therefore we are buried with 

him by baptism into like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life. 

us 

That Frees Us To Serve God 
¥;_ --Romans 7: 6b (Phi "We a r e f ree t o serve 

God no t in the o l d o b edi e n ce t o t he l e tter o f 
the l aw, but in a new way, in the spirit." 

--ILLUS: Hudson Taylor said: "If your fathe r 
and mother, your sister and brother, if the 
ve r y cat and dog in the house, are not 

· · · · it is a 
are one." 
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3. 

4. 

That Changes Us Completely 
--II Corinthians 5:17 "Therefore if any man 

be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all things 
become new. 

--ILLUS: In 1833 Charles Darwin went to the 
, South Sea Islands looking for the so-called 

l i n ." As he studied the cannibals 
who lived there, he concluded that no 
creatures anywhere were mo re and 
he was convinced that nothing on 

lift to a higher JeveJ 
He thought he had indeed found a lower 

of humanity that would fit his 
theory of, evolution. 

year s lat he returned to 
the islands. To amazement he dis
covered churches, schools, and occu
pied by some of those former cannibals. 
In fact, many of them clothes and 
frequently gathered to sing The 
reason was soon learned: John 
E· Paton had been there proclaiming the 
truths of salvation! Darwin was moved 
by their transformation that he made a 
generous to ndon 
a r Darwin's 
thus remained missing. 
That Is Full and Meaningful 

--John 10:lOb "I am come that they might 
have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly." (literally, "overflowing") 

\ \ 
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CON: 

Are 
you 
the 

--ILLUS: One of Hitler's bodyguards was a 
man named Kurt Wagner. He adored Hitler 
and reverenced as a god. At the end 
of the HitleIS suicide in a 
Berlin Bunker, Kurt's faith was shattered 
in his Feuhrer, and he planned a suicide. 
Going for a final cup of coffee, he 
picked up a discarded Gospel tract and 
read it--first carelessly and then with 
interest. 

As a result of reading this Gospel 
tract, he sought out a godly pastor who 
led him to Christ. Kurt was 

from a hardened man into a 
Ioving man, and he became a new creation 
in Christ, because he 
Lord and Saviour. 

The Life is : 
A New Experience; 
A New Person Within; 
A New Life; 

the Christian life? 
el And 

now! ... 
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WHAT THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS 

USED: FBC, San Angelo, T x . 8/1/82 
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What the Christian Life Is 
Galatians 2:20 

Sardis Baptist Church 
February 2, 2014 

The "Christian life" in the simplest and most biblical 
terms is the "Christ life." 

I. The Christian life is a new experience 
1. The need that requires this experience - Romans 3 :23 

(1) A universal need - - "All have sinned" 
(2) A serious need- Romans 6:23a "Wages of sin is death " 

2. The provision that makes possible this experience 
- Rom. 6:23b "The gift of God is eternal life . .. " 
( 1) Is free to you - a "gift " 
(2) Is costly to Christ - Rom. 5: 8b "Christ died for us " 

3. The attitude necessary for this experience 
(1) Repentance - Luke 13 :3 "Except you repent . . . " 
(2) Faith-Acts 16:31 "Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ" 

4. The act that initiates this experience - Rom 10: 13 "Call . .. " 
5. The relation that results from this experience - John 1 : 12 

II. The Christian life is a new person within 
1. Whose presence destroys the old self - Gal. 2:20 
2. Who creates anticipation of our future - Col. 1 :27b "Hope " 
3. Who makes our bodies very special- I Cor. 6:19 "Temple " 
4. Who imparts assurance - I John 3:24 "We know He abides " 

III. The Christian life is a new life 
1. Made possible by the resurrected Christ- Rom. 6:4 
2. That frees us to serve God joyfully- Rom. 7:6b 
3. That changes us completely - II Cor. 5: 17 "New creature " 
4. That is full & meaningful-John 10:l0b "more abundantly" 

QUESTION: Are you experiencing the Christian life? 
Have you been saved? You can be! And you can begin 

the Christian life right now! 
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