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CRUCIFIED YET ALIVE 

SCRIPTURE: Galatians 2:16-21 

INTRO: OUR CONCERN IS NOT WITH LIFE AFTER DEATH. 
OUR CONCERN IS WITH DEATH BEFORE LIFE. ONLY THOSE 
WHO HAVE EXPERIENCED THE LATTER CAN SAY WITH PAUL, 
"I HAVE BEEN CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST, NEVERTHELESS I 
LIVE; YET IT IS NOT I, BUT CHRIST LIVETH IN ME." ONE 
DOES NOT TRULY LIVE UNTIL FIRST HE DIES! 

TO BE CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST IS TO DIE TO SELF--OUR 
SELF THAT SEEKS TO JUSTIFY US BY KEEPING THE LAW AND 
BY DOING GOOD DEEDS. 

PAUL IS SAYING IF YOU WANT TO REALLY LIVE, THAT 
PART OF YOU MUST DIE. YOU CAN NEVER KNOW THE ABUN
DANT LIFE CHRIST OFFERS BY TRYING TO DO FOR YOURSELF 
WHAT CHRIST HAS ALREADY DONE FOR YOU ON THE CROSS. 

THE CRITICS OF PAUL, THE JEWISH THEOLOGIANS, SAID 
THAT JUSTIFICATION BEFORE GOD WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE 
JUDGMENT AT END OF TIME. IF ONE'S GOOD WORKS OUT
WEIGH ONE'S BAD WORKS, THEN THAT PERSON WILL BE PER
MITTED TO ENTER HEAVEN. 

YOU CAN SEE HOW DIFFICULT IT WAS FOR A JEWISH CON
VERT TO ABANDON SUCH A THEOLOGY OF SALVATION BY WORKS 
IN PREFERENCE FOR SALVATION BY GRACE. IT WAS MOST 
DIFFICULT FOR A PERSON WITH A LEGALISTIC BACKGROUND 
TO ACCEPT THE CHRISTIAN TEACHING THAT AT THE TIME OF 
CONVERSION (BEING "CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST") A PERSON 
IS JUSTIFIED BEFORE GOD, AND FROM THAT TIME ON HE IS 
RIGHT BEFORE GOD. 

THE LEGALIST REASONED, "IF WE ARE SAVED BY GRACE 
AND NOT WORKS, IF GOD JUSTIFIES BAD PEOPLE, WHAT'S 
THE POINT OF BEING GOOD?" 

YET HERE COMES THIS CONVERTED PHARISEE, SAUB OF 
TARSUS, AND TEACHES THAT WE DO NOT NEED TO WAIT UNTIL 
ETERNITY TO FIND OUT IF WE ARE JUSTIFIED, WE CAN KNOW 
AT THE MOMENT OF CONVERSION, WHEN WE ARE CRUCIFIED 
WITH CHRIST, THAT WE ARE JUSTIFIED BECAUSE IT IS THEN 
THAT CHRIST BEGINS TO LI VE IN US. WE ARE DECLARED 
RIGHTEOUS BEFORE GOD IN OUR STANDING WHILE WE ARE YET 
IN OUR SINNING STATE. 

THE LEGALISTS SAID, "IF YOU TEACH THAT YOU WILL 
HAVE PEOPLE WITH SUCH LOOSE LIVES THAT THEY WON'T 
EVEN RESEMBLE A CHRISTIAN!" 

PAUL WRITES IN THESE LAST SIX VERSES OF GALATIANS 



THAT WHEN WE ACCEPT CHRIST AS OUR SAVIOR AND THUS ARE 
CRUCIFIED WITH HIM, THEN WE HAVE HIS LIFE LIVING IN 
us. 

I. A FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH 
--Vs. 16 

--NOTE: The foundation on which 
Galatians is found in verse 16. 
we are justified, saved through 
alone without works of any kind! 
on the grace of God only! 

all else is built i n 
It is the truth that 

faith in Christ 
Our salvation 

--Justification: A legal term borrowed from Paul's 
former profession. Our correct term today is 
quittal." As Paul uses it, justifi cation denotes 
act of pronouncing righteous. 

God justifies (declares us free of the charges 
brought against us) on the ground of Christ's death, 
which was payment in full for our sins. Christ's 
a VICARIOUS death. Now when God sees us, He sees not 
our sins but the blood of 
'E-&k.ein -away e~F sirrn. '+'- c./ M ~ '" 

--NOTE: Once we have been "declared righteous, not 
guilty, acquitted" we are in the family of God. And 
once in His family we are always in His family. We 
will fail, we will even deliberately sin, but there 
will be sorrow, repentance and works that reveal 
that ours is now a new and different nature. 

II. A FRIGHTENING THOUGHT 
--Ys. 1 

--NOTE: Paul is saying, "It is a frightening thought 
that while we are seeking to find justification in 
Christ we are still really sinners. If this is true, 
then all Christ has said about our justification in 
Hirn is false, and thus He is "a minister of sin.' 
"God forbid!" (K.J.) This is a frightening thought. 

- ~NOTE: If those who have accepted Christ are not 
justified before God, then the claims of Jesus were 
false and He has been proved a deceiver. Thus by 
plunging trustful sinners into the whirlpool of delu
sion, He would become the minister of sin. These are 
frightful statements; but we need occasionally to be 
confronted with what is involved when we make God a 
liar by questioning scriptural teachings as to the 
one and only way of justification. 
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[ II. A FOOLISH MISTAKE 
--Vs. 1~ ,, tr 

--NOTE: ~ Sin lies, Paul says, not in going from law t o 
grace--as Peter's conduct would imply--but rather in 
returning from grace to law and thereby putting one' s 
self under the law with all its penalties ~ ' such a 
foolish return from freedom by grace to the bondage 
of the law is like a man's going back t pri son to 
serve out a life sentence after he has received a 
full and free pardon from the governor. Or, it is 
like stepping off a train five hundred miles short o f : 
one's destination to walk the rest of the way, e v en 
though it means missing an appointment that is a 
matter of life and death. 
-APPLY: This is what a person does when he says, "I 
know I was saved by grace, but I now am kept saved 
by works--by doing good . " We are good because we a-re 
saved. We are not saved because we are good. 

--ILLUS: Luther was a show-piece of discip l ine and 
penance, and self-denial and self-torture. "If ever, '' 
he said, "a man could be saved by monkery that man 
was I." He h a d gone to Rome ; it was n · to be 
an act of g r eat merit to climb the Scala Sancta the 
great sacr ed stairway , on hands a nd knees. e toiled 
upwards seeking that mer it that he might win; and 
suddenly there came to him the voice from heaven, 

, "The just .shall li,ve by faith." (Gal. 3: 11) The life 
at peace with God was not to be attained by this 

vfutile, never-ending, ever-defeated effort; it could 
only be had by casting himself in faith on the love 
and mercy of God . _ILUJ,L :,if-t1J.f. 4-t:L.it- «,,..,..__ +- Old..,__··· 

It is when a man gives up the str uggle whi ch the 
pride of self thinks it can win that the saving grace ' 
of Christ is appropriated, and through being "cruci
fied with Christ" he really begins to live ! 

IV. A FULFILLED PURPOSE 
--Vs. 19 
--NOTE: To d ie to a thi ng i s to cease t o have any 
relation to it. Paul is saying that, by his accep
tance of Christ, he has been freed from bondage to 
the law as a legalistic system and has entered into 
true:_lib e rty. A man who moves across the border into 
another state is no longer under the law. of the state 
in which he f0rmerly made his residence So t he 
sinne r who t ake s J e sus as his Savior p;~. ses f r om t he 

- 3- ££ A-1-rc,,. cJ /f,--/-d , X ~ 



condemnation of the law into the glorious liberty 
that is in Christ. 

(Romans 8· 2) "There is therefore now no condem
nation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made 
me free from the law of sin and death." 

s o e o ho ever, that the apostle says 
that he is freed from the law, not th h ¥ a~ live 
in sin, but that he may live unto God. .. nis is a 
most important point. ce is not tc 
give freedom~ sin but to bring freedom~ sin. 
Freed from sin, the believer is now free to live for 
God.fP What, then, is the purpose of the law? The 
purpose of the law is to lead to Christ by showing 
man his utter need of a Savior. The law is an X-ra 
which reveals his sin to the sinner but does not re
move the sin from the sinner. It condemns for sin 
without affording a remedy. We might think of the 
law as a road that leads up to the one and only 
bridge over a rig tu c asm e crosse 
and that bridge is Christ. 

--NOTE: Paul is saying, "The Law slew me. I died 
under the Law. It's demands were too high, they 
were impossible!" 

If anyone could have said, "I have kept the law, 
I have earned salvation," certainly Paul would be 
that person. But instead he says, "Under the law I 
died. My old self died there, and nothing under the 
law gave me life." 

"But that was not the purpose of the Law," Paul 
continues. "The ;uu::.p.o of the Law was fulfilled 
when it as a chool mas me to Christ." 

V. A FANTASTIC EXCHANGE 
--vs. 0 

--NOTE: Galatians 2:20 is one of the pre-eminently 
great texts of Scripture. Better, perhaps, than any 
single verse, it summarizes Paul's phiLosophy of 
life. For untold numbers of believers it has been a 
polestar of faith, the very essence of what Christ 
means to them. 
--vs. 20a, (Literally: "With Christ I have been 
cruci!f i e d. 1 ) 
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--NOTE: he erfect tense expresses action be gun in 
the past and continuing in the present. Positionally 
our crucifixion with Christ occurred the moment we 
accepted Him as our Lord and Savior; but the effects 
of our acceptance of His finished work for us on the 
cross will continue through all eternity. 

·-:NOTE: (Paul) "When 11 as a sinner,1 believed in Christ , 
I was so united with Christ that His crucifix ion 
became .!!!Y crucifixion. A part of me died there on 
the cross. And yet I don't iive there in that death. 
The life I live now I livJ~~Jsurrection power, be
cause His resurrec? ion has 1 become _!!!Y resurrection! " 

Ob 
his is the bottom l i ne of the Christian life . 

Jesus Christ comes into my life to reside there the 
moment I am born again--what a tremendous thought ! 
His life, the life of God now resides in me! It is 
at this point in time that God says, "I will exchange 
lives with yo1J . All I ask of you is to trust me!" 

--,. LY: "When you hit that moment of testing, trust 
me! When you hit that brick wall or encounter the 
impossible, trust me! You and I will see it 
through! ... " 

LUS: Luther makes the illuminating observation, 
"My physical life 'in the flesh' is but the mask 
under which lives another, namely, Christ, my true 

ee sea divers who, while working on 
the ocean's floor, live by the oxygen pumped down to 
them from above, so our life in this world of time 
and sense is real l y sustained by that higher life 
which we live in Christ. 
-vs. 20c 

- NOTE: The validity of faith rests upon the stabili-
ty of its object. Faith in thin ice may have tragic 
consequences. Christ must be the object of our faith 
if we are to be saved. There are many voices in our 
day bidding us to have faith in faith, not in 

Christ, i n order to be sav ed. That is to 
say, our salvation lies in believing wholeheartedly 
in something--what that something may be is immater
ial. Nonsense! 

The life which we live in the flesh is by faith, 
not in faith, but "in the Son of God"--in the person 
of Christ! 
--vs. Od 
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-- OTE: There is need for warmly personalizing the 
mighty truths of the atonement. Let me not only 
know that Christ died for the world; let me feel 
that He loved me and gave Himself for me. It matterE 
not how much heat there is in the furnace if I fail 
to open the vents in my own room. 

I. A FALSE SUPPOSITION 
-- lS ~ 21 
-- =-J:= : That "rigJ:i:teousness comes through the Law" 
is a false supposition. 

__ _,._ o, attempt to earn by · what God gives in 
mere is to ''f rate" the grace of God. 

"There is," as K. s·. ues:t puts it, "no salvation 
for the sinner who depends in the least upon good 
works as a means of acceptance with God." If men 
could be saved by works of the law, there was no 
need for Christ to give His life a ransom for many . 
(Matt. 20:28) 

~ Aman wanting to cross the Atlantic would be it 
for an asylum if, instead of taking passage on an 
ocean liner, he insisted upon trying to beat the 
steamship by swimming the three thousand miles or 
more between New York and Liverpool. And yet his 
insanity would be wisdom alongside the folly of the 
sinner who despises the finished work of Jesus Christ 
and trusts to his own good works to get him into 
heaven. 

This is a false and foolish a s sumption! 

VII. SOME PRACTICAL LESSONS 
1. M Greatest Need is Acee tance ije fo re God 

. I live my ife longing to be justified. My 
greatest need o n earth is not a name, it is not a 
fortune, it is not even a sense of peace. It's 
being accepted before God. And thank God, through 
the death of Jesus Christ, I have that acceptance--I 
have been justified. 

2. M Onl Hoe For Peace With God Is Salvation 
Throu h Christ. 

~ - NOTE: I cannot find i ' n my works. I cannot find 
it in the raw. I cannot find it in my friendship 
with others. 

I do find my hope for peace only through Jesus 
Christ. 
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I find this power by walking in faith day 
by day. Giving Christ freedom to "live in me." 

Without this you will trudge through life. You 
will work and serve, but nothing will really happen . 

If you could do an analysis of your life now and 
ten years ago, is there really any measurable dif
ference?--Or has it been marked by just banging it 
out--just plugging away day after dreary day? You 
are increasingly less fulfilled in your work. Is 
life becoming more and more a chore? 

CON: I love you, I care for you, and so do the mem
bers of your church staff. There is nothing that 
thrills us like knowing that lives are being 
changed. 

Accept the Exchanged life Christ offers. You 
can become one who is crucified yet alive! ... 
(vs. 20) 

w~~~~ ~ ~ 

F of,;p_, r . 
'( I / 

If <JI/- H 11;, eR Q-p.ou-nd 

SOURCES: Barclay, William, The Letters to the 
Galatians and Ephesians. 

Bartlett, C. Norman, Galatians, Freedom For Modern 
Man. 
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A Study of Galatians 
Crucified Yet Alive 
Galatians 2:16-21 

Handout #5 

To be crucified with Christ is to die to self--our self that seeks to justify us 
by keeping the law and by doing good deeds. 

I. A Fundamental Truth 
--vs. 16 "Nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the 
works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have 
believed in Christ Jesus, that we may be justified by faith in Christ, 
and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law 
shall no flesh be justified." 

II. A Frightening Thought 
--vs. 17 "But if, while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves 

have also been found sinners, is Christ then a minister of sin? 
May it never be!" 

Ill. A Foolish Mistake 
--vs. 18 "For if I rebuild what I have once destroyed, I prove myself 

to be a transgressor." 



IV. A Fulfilled Purpose 
--vs. 19 "For through the Law I died to the Law, that might live to God." 

V. A Fantastic Exchange 
--vs. 20 "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who 

live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now life in the flesh 
I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered 
Himself up for me." 

VI. A False Supposition 
--vs. 21 "I do not nullify the grace of God; for if righteousness 

comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly." 

VII. Some Practical Lessons 
1. My Greatest Need is Acceptance Before God 

2. My Only Hope For Peace With God Is Salvation Through Christ 

3. My Only Source of Power in Life Is The Holy Spirit 

2 
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CRUCIFIED YET ALIVE 
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