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CONFRONTING A FELLOW CHRISTIAN 

SCRIPTURE: Galatians 2:11-1 6 dafter par . l ) 
ll,.b/e. I 00 

INTRO: ONE OF THE MOST TENSE AND DRAMATIC EPISODES 
IN THE NEW TESTAMENT IS FOUND IN GALATIANS 2: 11-16. 
IT IS TENSE AND DRAMATIC BECAUSE ONE VERY FINE UP
STANDING APOSTLE WAS LIVING IN SUCH AN UNWISE AND 
HYPOCRITICAL THAT ANOTHER APOSTLE WHO LOVED 
HIM AND RESPECTED HIM WAS COMPELLED TO CONFRONT HIS 
HYPOCRISY PUBLICLY. 

G ·. ans 
THREE QUESTIONS COME TO MIND WHEN WE READ THESE 

VERSES. I WANT TO ANSWER THEM TODAY. 
FIRST--"WHY ARE THESE VERSES IN GALATIANS?" 
SECOND--"WHAT HAPPENED TO CAUSE THIS CONFRONTA

TION?" 
THIRD--"HOW DOES THIS RELATE TO US TODAY?" 

I. ARE THESE VERSES IN GALATIANS? 
Some t hings are better left unsaid. We all 

have had persona conflicts with others we had just 
as soon not share. We just don't like to fa on 
confrontations that we and other people have. We 
had just a s soon for et them. 

We would like to think that Christians could get 
along. But here are two well-loved Christian leaders, 
and they have a confrontation. Why couldn't this 
have gone unreported? What possible good can come 
from Paul's sharing with us his conflict with Peter? 
Why are these in Galatians? Why do we have to re-

this clash between two co-workers? 
1. To Prove Paul's Authority As An Apostle. 

- • b (Read) 
·-NOTE: The false teachers had said that Paul was not 
an apostle--that he had no authority to tell them 
what the gospel was. They said, "Who is this Paul 
that thinks he deserves to be heard as much as our 
man, Peter? He was not one of the original 12 apos 
tles. He received some wild message while in the 
desert. He claims to speak for God. If he has 
authority, where is it?" 

Paul includes this encounter with Peter in Gala
ions to prove that he has authority. And if anyone 
s toying with the idea that Peter was the first 



Pope, here is an answer to it . Peter is 
hown to be extremely fallible--in fact, downright 
rang! 

Paul's unmasking Peter's hypocrisy reveals his 
wrong. It proves his authority as an apostle. 

Out of fairness to Peter, however, it ought to be 
pointed out that his true greatness is shown in the 
humble spirit in which he took the rebuke and profite 
by it . humility submits to correction. 

2. To Illustrate That We Are Accountable To One 
Wrong Is 

Impacting the Body of 
We are not we are not independent 

entities. We are members of one body. We are 
brothers and sisters of the one f amily of God. And 
as is with our natural families, what each mem
ber of that family does impacts every other member 
of that family either negatively or positively . 

I 
Regardless of how important a person is, or how 

great a personality he may be, or how well he is 
known or respected by the masses, that person in the 
family of God is accountable to other members of that 
family. 

These verses are in Galatians to illustrate that 
we are accountable, and when we do something that is 
hurtful to the body of Christ, confrontation is not 
only permissible, it is expected. 

is saying, "When I saw Peter withdrawing from 
eating with Gentiles and thus turning from grace 
to works, I could not sit silently by and let this 
wrong go unchallenged. I had to remind Peter that 

i 

he was accountable to the rest of us, for he was 
doing something that was impacting the body of 
Christ." 

II. WHAT HAPPENED TO CAUSE THIS CONFRONTATION? 
--Gal . 2 :11-14 (Do not read here) 

It is interesting that this episode is not 
mentioned one time in the Book of Acts even though 
the name of that book is "The Acts of the Apostles ." 
It is strange that Dr. Luke, a very accurate histor
ian with a flair for details , while writing 28 cha.p
ters , leaves out this episode . 

Either he did not know about it, or he felt it was 
too private a thing to be included in the Acts 
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account. This makes it to locate it 
chronologically in the Book Perhaps 
comes in ver 28 of when they come to 
end of the first missionary journey and return to 
Antioch, t hey report to this church which had sent 
them. (V 28) "And they spent a long time with the 
disciples." 
-NOTE: Let's see what happened to cause this con
frontation. 

2:11-14 

hristians had been eating with their Gentile 
For some time Peter and the o ther Jewish 1 

rethren. In so doing they were acting contrary I 
o the Mosaic really strict was f orbidden 

even to do business with a Gentile; he must not go on . 
a journey with a Gentile; he must neither give hos- 1 

pitality to, nor accept hospitality from, a 
had made to Peter in the vision recorded 

in Acts 10:9-16 that ceremonial barriers between 
Jew and Gentile were abolished by the and the 
ushering in of the dispensation of eter came 
to Antioch, and, at first , he forgot the old taboos 
in the glory of the new faith, and he shared the 
common meal with Jew and Gentile alike. Then there 
came certain of the Jewish from Jerusalem. The 
used James' name but quite certainly they were not 
representing James' views, and they worked on 
so much that Peter withdrew from the common 

tnere was a more serious phase to the 
roblem. Peter's high authority would constrain be
ievers from among the Gentiles to regard Judaizing 

for since Jewish Christians could 
associate with Gentiles in communion without it. 

The Church was being split wide open. It was a 
crisis that called for decisive action. No half-

ay measures would do. As Peter had erred and sinned 
publicly, it was needful for the cause of the gospel e he be rebuked before the whole Church. 
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The word for is one employed of mili
tary strategy. Peter covered up his better knowledge 
as a defense against criticism. He may even have 
persuaded himself that this little subterfuge would 
work for the greater good after the agitation had 
quieted down a bit. But the end never justifies the 
means where a compromise of principle is involved. ,. 

Nothing must be allowed to jeopardize the doctrine 
grace . Any weakening of the basic t enet that men 

re saved in no other way than through faith in 
Christ, is to imperil souls. It is all too easy for 
religious leaders in the interest of ecclesiastical 
policy or preferment to some 
fundamentals of the faith. 

,: Wh would Peter "withdraw and hold himself 
Vs. 12b) It is clearly a case of 

"peer pressure!" Young people are not alone in 
being intimidated by their peers. Weak adults, some 

give in to peer pressure also! 

I became intimidated by the legalist who 
showed up on the scene. By the way, legalists are 
experts at This is one of their favor
ite methods. We are not told what these legalists 
did or said, but I imagine he received, 
that steel and aloof cold shoulder that legal
ists are so skilled in giving. 

(Read) If ever you need a Biblical example 
of our lives impacting the lives of others, Verse 13 

good illustration to use. . 
· Lightfoot comments on the terms used to describe 

how withdrew, "The words describe the ·continu
ous withdrawal of a timid person who shrinks from 
observation." It wasn't a "I'm not going to eat 
these people anymore!" It was just a slipping away 
from the table. And before l ong several others did 

j also. And even Barnabas withdrew from the Gentile 
hristians. 

- APPLY: That's the way it happens when you are 
nder peer pressure, and you that deep deter
ination that says, "No matter what others think, or 
o, I'm going to stand on my Christian principles!" 

But Peter did not react this way, and his hypo-
crisy had an adverse effect on the entire church 

amily at Antioch--both the Gentile Christians who 
have been terribly hurt, and the Christian Jews 

followed his example. 
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-APPLY: Neither Peter nor we live in a vacuum. 
we do does affect others. I am I 

have the right to live as I please. Other 
people are involved, and other destinies are at 
stake . · 

To deny this in deed or in word is wrong. Twice 
in verse 13 it is called "hypocrisy--play-acting-
wearing a mask." Peter wore the "mask" o f a Gentile 
when he was alone with them. But he wore the "mask" 
of a Jew when legalists from Jerusalem arrived. 
·-Vs. 

"Peter, I smell 
on your breath! You forgot Certs. There was a 
time when you wouldn't eat ham, then after you trusted 
Christ it didn ' t matter if you ate ham . But now when 
the no-ham-eaters show up, you ' ve gone back to your 
kosher ways . But the smell of ham still lingers on 
your breath! You are hypocritical. You are com
pelling Genti l e Christians to observe Jewish law 
which can never justify anyone . " 

That's an abrupt unmasking of hypocrisy ! And he 
did it "in the presence of all"--that's a difficult 
and tense scene ! 

Paul is saying, "Peter, by doing 
this you are fouling up the message of salvation by 
grace . You are leaving confusion in the minds of the 
Christian Gentiles whom you have abandoned the 
tabl e and you are leading fellow Christian ews 
astray!" 

TE: fFeter accepted this rebuke, changed his 
and joined with Paul in proclaiming salvation 

by grace alone , without the Hear him later in 
Jerusalem as he tells the leaders of the Chu rch: 

cts - Talk about a change--Peter 
had experie nce d it! 

III. HOW RELATE TO US TODAY? 
1. We Should Graciously Accept the Reprimand 

Given a Christian Brother 
- -Prov. 27 : 6 are the wounds of a friend, 
but deceitful are the of an enemy ." 

·-NOTE: This is one who because he loves us reprove s 



2. Have An Impact on One Another 
loved music . . . 

Grace does not give us a license to ignore or 
this fact. We are our "brother's keeper." 

3. We Are To Be Committed To The Truth of 

1 -NOTE : Behind our message is this BOOK! I f you can 
up your lifestyle with solid clear Biblical 

teachings , fee l free to live that way . 
To be committed to the Scri pture is to apply it! 
4 . There a Standard We Are Uphold 

' 

A Church continue to 
Christian Church if i t here are any of c lass 
distinctions. The abe s 
are irrelevant in the presence 
presence of God a man is 
nobl e or base, rich or poor; he is 

hrist died . 

SOURCES : Barclay, William, The Letters to the 
Galatians and Ephesians, Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, 1954. 

Bartlett, c. Norman, Galatians, Freedom for Modern 
Man, Moody Press, Chicago, 1948. 

I 
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A Study of Galatians 

Confronting A Fellow Christian 
Galatians 2:11-16 

Handout #4 

Intro: One of the most tense and dramatic episodes in the New Testament 
is found in Galatians 2: 11-16. It is tense and dramatic because one very 
fine upstanding apostle was living in such an unwise and hypocritical 
manner that another apostle who loved him and respected him was 
compelled to confront his hypocrisy publicly. 

I. Why Are These Verses in Galatians? 

1. To Prove Paul's Authority As An Apostle. 
--Galatians 1 : 1 a & b 

• Paul includes this encounter with Peter in Galatians to prove that 
he has authority. If anyone toying with the idea that Peter was 
the first infallible Pope, here is an answer to it. Peter is shown to 
be extremely fallible--in fact, downright wrong! 

2. To Illustrate That We Are Accountable To One Another When 
We Do Something Wrong That Is Impacting the Body of Christ. 

• Regardless of how important a person is, or how great a 
personality he may be, or how well he is known or respected by 
the masses, that person in the family of God is accountable to 
other members of that family. 

II. What Happened To Cause This Confrontation? 
--Galatians 2: 11-14 

• For some time Peter and the other Jewish Christians had been eating 
with their Gentile brethren. In so doing they were acting contrary to 
the Mosaic Law. 

• Peter became intimidated by the Legalists who showed up on the 
scene. Legalists are experts at intimidation! Neither Peter nor we 
live in a vacuum. What we do does affect others. I am accountable! 



• vs. Peter accepted this rebuke, changed his stance and joined 
with Paul in proclaiming salvation by grace alone, without the law. 

Ill. How Does This Relate To Us Today? 
1. We Should Graciously Accept the Reprimand Given By a Christian 

Brother 
--Proverbs 27:6 "Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but deceitful are 

the kisses of an enemy." 

2. We Have an Impact on One Another 

3. We Are To Be Committed To the Truth of Scripture 

4. There Is a Standard of Life We Are to Uphold 

Conclusion: A Christian Church cannot continue to be a Christian Church, 
if in it there are any kind of class distinctions. The labels are irrelevant in 
the presence of God. In the presence of God a man is neither Jew nor 
Gentile, noble or base, rich or poor; he is a sinner for whom Christ died. 
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