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THE NEED OF ACCEPTANCE AND ENCOURAGEMENT 

SCRIPTURE : Galatians 2:1-10 

INTRO: THE NEED OF ACCEPTANCE AND ENCOURAGEMENT--ANN 
ABOUT THIS VERY BASIC HUMAN NEED IN A 

POPULAR SONG. 
" I CRIED A TEAR, YOU WIPED IT DRY. 

I WAS CONFUSED , YOU CLEARED MY MI ND. 
I SOLD MY SOUL, YOU BOUGHT IT BACK FOR ME . 
YOU HELD ME UP AND GAVE ME DIGN I TY . 
SOMEHOW YOU NEEDED ME. 

"YOU GAVE ME STRENGTH TO STAND ALONE AGAIN. 
TO FACE THE WORLD OUT ON MY OWN AGAIN. 
YOU PUT ME HIGH UPON A PEDESTAL, 
SO HI GH I CAN ALMOST SEE ETERNITY . 
YOU NEEDED ME--YOU NEEDED ME! 
AND I CAN'T BELIEVE IT'S TRUE- - I CAN'T BELIEVE 

IT Is TRUE ... 

"YOU HELD MY HAND WHEN IT WAS COLD. 
YOU TOOK ME HOME1WHEN I WAS LOST. 
YOU GAVE ME HOPE1 WHEN I WAS AT THE END, 
AND TURNED MY LIES BACK I NTO TRUTH AGAIN. 
YOU EVEN CALLED ME ' FRIEND .' 
YOU NEEDED ME ." 

NOT ONLY DOES ANN MURRAY, APOSTLE 
ACCEPTANCE AND ENCOURAGEMENT. INDEED, WE ALL SHARE 
THIS NEED. 

THERE ARE PEOPLE AROUND US WHO, LIKE PAUL, ARE 
TO HEIR WAY INTO OUR FAMILY CIRCLE . 

ANT YOU TO OUT AND AN 
AND ENCOURAGED- -AND HELP THEM 

THEIR WAY.· THEY NEED YOU TO HELP THEM PUT IT 
BACK TOGETHER AGAIN. SOME HAVE MADE A MESS OF THEIR 
LIVES, THEY ARE EMBARRASSED AND THEY DON'T KNOW HOW 
TO SAY THAT . THEY NEED YOU TO NEED THEM. 

HEY DON' T WANT TO COME TO A CHURCH ARE 
RU NIZED ARE S . THEY 



NEED ACCEPTANCE AND ENCOURAGEMENT. 
THEY TO TELL THEM, "I BELIEVE IN YOU. 

I BELIEVE YOU HAVE SOMETHING OF VALUE TO OFFER. I'M 
WILLING TO PASS THE TORCH ON TO YOU. I DO NOT FEEL 
THREATENED BY YOUR PRESENCE. RATHER I WELCOME AND 
REJOICE OVER YOUR PRESENCE." 

YOU SAY, "WHAT DOES THAT HAVE TO DO WITH GALATIONS 
TWO?" EVERYTHING! HERE IS PAUL WHO HAS A TRACK RE
CORD THAT IS REALLY SUSPECT. 

WHJT,E ,TAMES . PETEB , .JQBN AND OTHER CHRISTIAN 
GREATS WERE BUILDING THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST, PAUL WAS 
DOING EVERYTHING IN HIS POWER TO TEAR IT DOWN. HIS 
GOAL WAS TO GET RID OF THESE CHURCH LEADERS. 

THE TIME PAUL WAS .ALONE IN BEING TU
TORED BY THE RESURRECTED CHRIST, WERE CIRCU
LATING, "HAVE YOU HEARD THAT SAUL PERSECUTOR IS 
BORN AGAIN? HAVE YOU HEARD THAT HE IS ONE OF US?" 

I DON'T BELIEVE THAT," SAID THE JUDAIZER, "NO 
WAY--HE'S A MURDERER!" "EVEN IF IT WERE TRUE, THERE 
IS SOMETHING SINISTER ABOUT ALL OF THIS. DOUBTLESSLY 
HE IS PLANNING TO COME IN AND CHANGE THE MESSAGE." 

PAUL WAS NEITHER AC P D NOR ENO BY THE 
HIS P DID NOT BEAR THE 

ENDORSEMENT OF LEADERS SUCH AS JAMES, PETER AND JOHN. 
AND SO PAUL WRITES TWO. HE IS SAYING, "I 
WANT YOU TO KNOW THERE WERE SOME MEN WHO BELIEVED IN 
ME--WHO ACCEPTED ME AND WHO ENCOURAGED ME." 

THE COMPANIONS HE BROUGHT 
-Vs . 1 "Then ... to Jerusalem . . 

--NOTE: Remember he is writing to verify he has the 
endorsement of the pil l ars of the church. 

--vs. 1 (Read complete verse) 
--NOTE: We hear a great deal about these men, 
Barnabas and Titus. Oh, there is a very brief book 
in the Bible bearing the name of and the book 
of Acts mentions this fellow Barnabus, but is 
about all. 

is a Jew, a Levite who has met all the 
requirements of the Law. He is a known and respectec 
man of God. 

Ti Eus i s a e n ti l e who has met few if any of the 
requirements of the Law. He is an unknown. Titus 
is a test case. aul brings Titus, the 
along as proof positive that lives are being cha nged 
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by the gospel apart from the requirements 
of the Law 6e,n.._ t.v' 

Was a"° son of consulation He was a peace·• 
ma er and a unifier. When news reached the church i n 
Jerusalem that Jews and Gentiles alike were being 
reached in Antioch and the Christians did not know 
how to a c cept or handle this, Barnaba s was sent . 
- -Ac s Il :2 -23. He acce ted and encoura ed this 
mixea group of converts. Why? (Read) ·1 

11:25 (Read) He knew Paul could minister to 
these people and so left for aul." He 
accepted and encouraged this new Christian leader. 
The result was the church at Ant i och grew as of 
the o ther churches had grown . And it was here ' he 

· st cal I 'C '" (Vs. 26) 
. . 

THE 

THE CRITICS HE FACED 
--vss . (Read 4 & 5 ) 
-NOTE : These were not "weak" brethren . 
"false" brethren! 
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that because who 
s eaked in.' Since these false b r ethren could no t 
c ome i n the t hey were--as someone has 
aptly e xpre s s e d i t --sne aked i n t he 

Ve r y 
these f a lsa brethren were unsaved Jews who had, as 
K. s. the Lord Jesus as thei1 
Messiah , but who knew nothing of salvation thr ough 
precious 

came in to spy out our liberty which 
we have in Jesus, that they bring us in

The future ten se tells us that it was 
merely their intention, but that they thought 

they h ad assured hopes of s u ccess i n i nging the 
Ge ntile believer s u nder the yoke of Juda is 'Eter-

vigilance is the price of liberty." 
... 

He drew a circle that shut me out -
Heretic, rebel, a thing to 
But Love and I had the wit to win: 

drew a circle that took him 
-=N°'OTE: were those who accepted principles 
of Christianity, but who believed that God never gave 
any privilege , to any ma n who was not a Jew; a nd that, 
t herefore, before a man could become a Christian he 

,must fi r st be circumcised and take the l aw upon 
h im . -I->-,. • • 

These Judaizers, as they a re called, seized on 
Titu s as a test c a se. There is a battle behind 
passage; and it seems likely that the leaders of the 
Church urged Paul, for peace's sake, to compromise , 
and to giv e in , i n t h e case of Titus. But Paul stood 
l ike a r ock. He knew that this was ates 
h e wou l d not yield one i nch fo r o ne momen 
would ave to accept the s avery of aw and 
to his back on Christian i n 
Chr ' In the end Paul's determination won the day. 

IV . THE CERTIFICATION HE RECEIVED 
-- s. 

--- NOTE: Don't interpret this as being disrespectful. 
What he is saying are eld high 
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did not find one thing in gospel of 
They did no find it necessary to con-

one thing to it--they contributed nothing to 
me. In fact, they certified me!" 
-- ILLUS : An Ordination Council, after a lengthy in
terrogation of a ministerial concluded 
by saying, "We have nothing to con tribute--nothing to 
add. Obviously he is qualified!" 

man could leave saying, They had nothing to 
contribute to my position"-not out of disrespect but 

"I answered to their full satisfaction all 
they asked me.# That's what Paul means here. 

--NOTE : Three times he refers to the authority of 
these men. Verse , verse , verse 
lighted references) 

lon with Paul, this is quite a gathering of not-
les--James, Peter, John and Paul. 0 a t e 

books in the New Testament, were written by these 
four men! And if Barnabas write Hebrews, that 
makes them ! Th is is a rema rkable group. 

Indeed it wa s a high level summit . meeting. And 
they were all of one a ccord in certifying that the 
true gospel is salvation by God's gra ce through faith 
in Chr ist plus with the group 
would be the e 1 and · 

" · f fellowsh · " Charle 
Swindoll said, "For the longest time I thought that 
was a statement that was born out of the Southern 
Baptist Convention! But now I see tqat it 
Biblical !,.,,J,y 1 

were saying , "You' re ! Ender sed ! 
f i ed ! Af f i r med! You ' v e got it! Take it and preach 
it--the gospe l of gra ce!" 
--vs. 10 (Read 

--NOTE: ga e Paul only one They 
asked h im to remember the poor . And Paul adds, "The 
very thing I also was eager to do!" the 
New there are frequent remarks not to for
get the poor. had a special place in His 
heart for them. Few things are more Christian than 
caring the poor. 

- THREE THINGS WON PAUL THIS CERTIFICATION 
( 1) ' v (vs. 

--NOTE: Just as Peter had his particular calling, so 
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did Paul. Each had a distinctive contribution to 
make. ?I 

Everybody has a distinctive contribution tc 
make. One person will be gifted in reaching acer-
tain kind, and another person will be gifted in 
reaching another kind. Neither need apologize for 
not being gifted in the other kind ... 

(2) (vs. 8) 
--NOTE: This was part of their reasoning. "God has 
His hand as much on Paul as He had on Peter." 
--APPLY : If you see potential in another person, it 
is n elpful for you to affirm and encourage that per
son verbally. Such as, "I see God's hand in your 
life. I have watched you, and I have observed this 
gift or this contribution you have to offer." 

One way we discover our "gifts" is .by o th e r p e op le , 
them. Th new believer longs and needs to 

know "Where am I gifted? What contribution do I 
have to make? Where do I fit into this particular 
family of God?" 

( 3) Paul (Vs. 9) 
--NOTE: ey e ncouraged 

(affirmed) him ("righthand ... "). "You have the 
you have you have the calling--go to it, 
. > 
Just don't forget the poor. " 

--NOTE: The gospel is not a hodge podge of 
theologies--not a theology of Paul, a theology of 
John ... It is a harmony! It is the harmonious messagE 
of the gospel developed in the varied styles and 
personalities of these men. But it is all one mes- . 
sage--" saLvation by grace through faith!" 

We may have different gifts and abilities, but 
we preach the of Grace. And with all 
differences, we desperately to be accepted and 
encouraged .. 

are scores of people in our church family 
o do know they are accepted. e need to say 

them, "You are valuable just as you are. You can b e 
yourself. You will not e arced into someone 

of who you are. Your ideas are taken seriously 
since they reflect you. You can try out your ideas 
without being shot down. You are safe in our famil . 
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"You took my hand when it was cold, 
You took me when was lost. 
You gave me when I was at the end, 
And you turned my lies back into truth again. 

you called me 'friend!'" 

That's it. Acceptance and Encouragement. And 
it's yours in Christ and in His family. 

Barclay, William, The Letters to the Galations 
and Ephesians, Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 
1954. 

Bartlett, C. Norman, Galatians, Freedom For 
Modern Man, Moody Press, Chicago, 1948. 
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The Need of Acceptance and Encouragement 
January 27 - Baptist Church 

Galatians 2:1-10 

I. The Companions He Brought-vs. 1 
• Barnabas is a Jew. 

Titus is a Gentile. 

II. The Communication 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

He Shared-vss. 2-3 
The critics were saying that Paul's gospel of grace through 
faith alone could not stand the test of discerning eyes. 
Therefore, he takes to Jerusalem and to the leaders of the 
church two things: 
(1) "The gospel which I preached among the Gentiles" 

(vs. 2b). 
(2) Titus, proof of its power to change lives (vs. 3) . 
It was the simple good news that we are saved by God's 
grace through faith in Jesus Christ plus nothing! 

The Critics He Faced--vss. 4-5 

IV. 

· • "Conformity" not "Conversion" was their primary concern. 

• vs. Sa To yield would have been to accept the slavery of the 
law and to turn his back on the Christian freedom which is 
in Christ. 

The Certification He Received--vs. 6-10 
• vs. g "The right hand of fellowship." 
• They were saying, ''You're on! Endorsed! Certified! 

Affirmed! You've got it! 

• vs. 10 to 
• They gave Paul only one admonition. They as e I 

remember the poor. . . . 
• Three Things That Won Paul This 
• (1) They saw Paul's distinctive contnbutIon (vs. 7). 
• (2) They accepted Paul as Much Peter (vs. 8). 
• (3) They Recognized the Grace to Paul (vs. 9). 



Handout #3 

A Study of Galatians 
The Need of Acceptance and Encouragement 

August 1, 1999 
Galatians 2:1-10 

• There are people around us who, like Paul, are trying to break 
their way into our family circle. 

• They are brand new believers in Christ or new members in our 
fellowship. 

• They want you to reach out and meet them and help them to be 
accepted and encouraged. 

• They don't want to come to a church where they are scrutinized or 
even where they are spectators. 

• They need acceptance and encouragement. 

I. The Companions He Brought-vs. 1 
• Barnabas is a Jew. 
• Titus is a Gentile. 

II. The Communication 
He Shared--vss. 2-3 

• The critics were saying that Paul's gospel of grace through 
faith alone could not stand the test of discerning eyes. 

• Therefore, he takes to Jerusalem and to the leaders of the 
church two things: 

• (1) "The gospel which I preached among the Gentiles" 
(vs. 2b). 

• (2) Titus, proof of its power to change lives (vs. 3). 
• It was the simple good news that we are saved by God's 

grace through faith in Jesus Christ plus nothing! 

Ill. The Critics He Faced--vss. 4-5 
• "Conformity" not "Conversion" was their primary concern. 

• vs. Sa To yield would have been to accept the slavery of the 
law and to turn his back on the Christian freedom which is 
in Christ. 



IV. The Certification He Received--vs. 6-10 
• vs. 9 "The right hand of fellowship." 
• They were saying, "You're on! Endorsed! Certified! 

Affirmed! You've got it! 
• vs. 10 
• They gave Paul only one admonition. They asked him to 

remember the poor. 
• Three Things That Won Paul This Certification 
• (1) They saw Paul's distinctive contribution (vs. 7). 
• (2) They accepted Paul as Much as Peter (vs. 8). 
• (3) They Recognized the Grace Given to Paul (vs. 9). 

There are scores of people in our church family who do not 
know they are accepted. We need to say to them, "You are 
valuable just as you are. You can be yourself. You will not 
be forced into someone else's idea of who you are. You 
are safe in our family. 
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