


THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF PAUL 
Galatians 1:11 2:21 

(Second in a series of Six Sermons on the Letter to the Galatians) 

I love to read autobiographies of 
men and women Autobiographies are 

not as objective as are 
owevcr, are 

m Emerson 
Fosdick's autobiography, The Living of 

made a powerful impression 
on me when I read this book as a graduate 
student. A Autobiography by 
William Barclay, the world renowned 
biblical scholar, is one I have reread over 
the years. Elton Trueblood ' s 
autobiographical work, While It is Day, led 
me to a clearer of how faith 

· nking come toge er e Christian 
life. What a privilege to look into the lives 
of great men and women through their 
autobiographical musings. 

u presented an autoo10graphy in 
the of his epistle to the 
Galatians as a response to his critics. His 
enemies infiltrated the churches of Galatia. 
In order to strengthen their own positions, 
they veled char es Paul. 
The charged th aul was 
th his was 
and th& is Gospel 

could be answered only by 
detailing c activity o God in life. 
Consequently, Paul wrote to the churches 
of Galatia a brief autobiography. 

The Callfng apart from the Church 
tians 

Barclay calls the dramatic 
conversion of Paul "the most famous 
conversion story in all history." s 

cc is to 
included three detailed accounts of 

Paul's conversio · cts. Paul 
presented a Reader's Digest Condensed 
Book version in the atian epistle. 

Paul set D tha 
as an apostle of n 

m the disci les of 
e Lord' cts : 1 diametrically opposed 

to the church. He i Damascus as 
an apostle of Christ, proclaiming in the 

that Jesus was the Son God 
Acts 9:20), with a desire in his heart to 

become a part of the very Christian 
fellowship he had been persecuting. · s life 

been dramatically changed. He had a 
t w allegiance, atutude, new 
affection. 

How are we to exp ain this dramatic 
turn around in Paul's 

Some try to explain the experience 
, aul had an emotional, 

' catharsis from which he s un off in a new 
It was all 

to this view. 

' ) 



Brian's Lines 

Others explain the experience by 
means of 

not voice of God but a crackling 
sound of an electrical sto when 

cold · from Mount Hennon met the 
hot of the was not 
a glorious ation of God's ut the 

of the Damascan sun bearing 
down upon the group at midday. It was a 
response to unusual natural phenomena 
according to this view. 

Still others explain the experience 
3, physically. ul had an epileptic seizure 

14 

from which he emerged a different man 
and this physical dilemma of epilepsy is 

the oft ' om in 
(2 Cor. 12:7J. It was a change of 

mind brought about by a changed physical 
con · tion according to this view. 

'h f l . rd 
• 1 ne o u1ose exp ananons acco 

the biblical account. On the Damascus 
came to face with 
Jesus Christ 

Himself to Paul, anged Paul's life, and 
then 1 · c with God. 

is still in the business of 
changing lives. Of course, not every 
conversion will the 

experience of e Apostle Paul. 
Nevertheless, every conversion experience 
is a divine transaction. Only Christ can 

us from the burden of past sin. 
n y Christ can chan a rson' s life. 

Only Christ can us in t with God. 
God is still in the business of 

calling people to serve 's 
for our lives might not duplicate the high 

calling He for Apostle Paul. 
Nevertheless, every person has a part to 
play in the unfolding of God's plan. And 
God is the one who determines what pan 
we will play. 

abc Gospel which Paul proclaimed 
that God has done for us through 

ha we could for 

July/August, 1994 

After years in Arabia and 
Damascus where he communed with God 
and communicated the Gospel, Paul went to 
Jerusalem. not go to Jerusalem 

his mandate to preach no to 1.55 
his message. mandate an 

message came fro went to 
Jerusalem because he recognized the soci 

of the Christian faith. 
Christian can stand alone. When we 
become children of God, we become 
brothers and sisters with the other members 
of His family. While in Jerusalem, Paul 
met with two important members of 
new family of faith, Peter and James. 

Paul's point in this section, 
however, is not his communion 

h · 
aul' s in alati.an 

implied that Paul's message was 
and y the Jeru.salem 

Paul at 
1:2 . The members 

of the Jerusalem church were not 
uspicious. They were not mdif erent, They 

were no y appy. Instead, Paul said 
were glorifying God because of me" 

(Gal. 1 :24 ). 
a 1980 interview of D. Elton 

Trueblood for Christianity Today, entitled 
"A life of Broad Stokes and Brilliant 
Hues," Richard Foster concluded with this 
question: ' In you speak 
of the importance of living life in chapters. 
What chapter do you see yourself in now?" 
The great Christian scholar, Trueblood, 
responded by saying, "This chapter is one 
of encouragement. " 

We need more Christians today who 
are in the "encouragement chapter" of their 
lives, confirming other Christians in the 
work of God by encouragement rather than 
tearing them down through criticism. 
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Cooperation he 
Galatians 2:1-10 

focus of Paul's concern in 
Galatians 2 was the same concern which 
brought the early for the 

Council described in 1 : 
how were the Jews and Gentiles to relate 
in the church? The Jerusalem Council 
confirmed that all could be saved through 
simple faith, Jews and Gentiles alike. The 
Council also made recommendations which 
would enhance the fellowship between Jews 
and Gentiles. e focus in Galatians 2 is 
not on salvation or on 

gelism. How could the church reach all 
the people who needed to be reached? Tfic 

we 1 a would exten 
efforts to reaching the Gentiles and 

would dedicate his energy to reaching 
Jews • and God would use 

this cooperativ effort to reach both groups 
2:8). 

Stephen R. Covey, in his newest 
book First Things First, contrasts the 
benefit of independent thinking with 

I f interdependent thinking. of 
e concludes, we more 

I when we create what he calls "synergistic 
stewardship agreements." 
interdependent way of thinking concentrates 
on what is right instead of is right, on 
cooperation instead of competition, on what 
we can instead of what can do. 

This coo rative model does not 
come from some m em day management 
guru, however. It ws out of Paul's 

odel in 1 Corinthians 12 where he 
the church as body of Christ. 

The variety of the parts of the body 
contributes to the effectiveness of the body. 
Only when all of the bodily parts are 
recognized and are functioning correctly 
can the body accomplish what the body is 
supposed to do. · · · 

So it is with the church. No one 
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style of an elism or type or 
of worshi or of church can 

reach all the people who need to be 
reached. It all os, using our 
distinct gifts, working cooperative! . 

,. I -

The o 
2:17-21 -. ,' 

is the power compels 
s as Christians? It is not what we do 

God but what God does in and through us 

In Galatians 1: 10, au to 
those who were compelled by a sire to 
Dlease others. They were by a 
for In 

m 
· on. " st m us ' is 

ource for the Christian. 
This is a central theme of the 

letter. After we have been saved 
by Christ we do not then move forward 
un our own Every dimension of 
the Christian life--past, present, and future
-is possible only because of the power of 
God in us. 

When Robert Morrison (1782-1834) 
left for China as a missionary in 1807, he 
seemed to have little to offer. The skeptical 
captain of the ship confronted him with a 
taunting challenge: "I suppose you think 
you are going to make an impression on 
China." "No," replied Robert Morrison, "I 
believe God will." Through Morrison's 
translation of the Bible into Chinese 
completed in 1818, God did make an 
impression on China. 

That same power is available to us. 
As we allow the power of God to work in 
and through us, we can respond to the 
taunts of this world with that same 
confident reply: "I can't make an impact on 
the world, but God can, in and through 
me!" 



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

COMMUNIQUE 

August 31, 1994 

BIBLE STUDY 
The Autobiography of Paul 

Galatians 1:11-2:21 

I. The Calling Apart from the Church 
In Galatians 1:11-17, Paul speaks of this. 
Galatians 1: 11-12 (NASB) 

I would have you know, brethren, that the 
gospel which preached by me is not 
according to man. 
For I neither received it from man, nor was I 
taught it, but I received it through a revelation 
of Jesus Christ." 
1. Psychologically 
2. Natural Phenomena 
3. Physically 
4. An Encounter with the Risen Lord 

II. The Confirmation by the Church 
In Galatians 1: 18-24, Paul experiences this. 
Galatians 1:24 (NASB) 

were glorifying God because of me." 

III. The Cooperation with the Church 
In Galatians 2: 1-10, Paul entered into this. 
Galatians 2: 1 & 9 (NASB) 
"Then after an interval of fourteen years I went 
up again to Jerusalem with taking 
Titus along also. 
And recogni.zing the grace that been given 
to me, James and Cephas and John, who were 
reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas 
the right hand of fellowship, that we go 
to the Gentiles, and they to the circumcised." 
Interdependent thinking concentrates on: 
1. What is right instead of who is right. 
2. Cooperation instead of competition 

or coercion. 
3. What we can do instead of what I can do. 

IV. The Confrontation in the Church 
In Galatians 2: 11-16, Paul recounts this. 
Galatians 2: 11 (NASB) 

when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed 
him to his face, because he stood condemned." 

V. The Compulsion of the Church 
In Galatians 2:17-21, Paul reveals this. 
Galatians 2:20 (NASB) 
"I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no 
longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and 
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and 
delivered Himself up for me." 

Specia{ usic 
6y 

<M-ary 

ADULT 
BIRTHDAY 

PARTY 

THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 8 

7:00 PM 

Don't forget to call in your reservation for the 
Church Adult Birthday Party! If you did not 
receive an invitation, we may not have your 
birthdate on our records. If that is the case, you 
are still we1come to join in the fun! Just call the 
church office and let us know you are coming! 

50tfi 

of 

request your presence at tfieir 
50tfi nniversary 

Septem6er 4, 1994 
1:30 p.m. 3:30 p.m. 

Cliurc/i 

pfease. 

presence is our present. 

STATE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CONFERENCE 
SEPTEMBER 22-24 

Prestonwood Baptist Dallas, Texas 

Twenty-one of our Sunday School workers are 
taking advantage of this special training! If you 
have not registered to attend, it's not too late! 
Registration has been extended. Total cost is 
$1 32 the church will pay $1 00 toward that 
cost for 1 5 more church-elected Sunday School 
directors, teachers and outreach leaders. Call 
Patsy Rogers in the office to register. 

The Week of Prayer for State Missions 
(September 11-18, 1994) 

A time for us to: 
*Focus on the realities of our state 

for our cooperative ministries 
to State Missions Offering 
other ways to be personally involved 

Mary Hill Davis Sate Missions Offering 
Texas Goal: $5,500,000 

Our Church Goal: $18,500 



August 28 
Mary Brown 
Gail Gober-Moore 
Mildred Green 
Corey Martinson 

August 29 
Marie Crook 
Ilarney Jefferson 
Tosha Miller 

August 30 
Margaret Barrett 
Armour Cummings 
Douglas Eakman 

August 31 
Bobbie Dorris 
Odell Green 
Harley Highsmith 

September 1 
Neta Jennings 
Harry Walz 

September 2 
Eddie Fierro 

Tom Ogunleye 
Luis Ortiz 
Jo Ruth Ross 
Ophelia Tester 

Frank Pool 
Brian Richardson 
Billie Rutledge 

Bill Ireland 
Margaret Isett 
Keith Wolsey 

Michelle Kizer 
Ronnie Laughlin 
Beverly Wolsey 

Alma Williams 

Wills Register 

Gerhard Beduerftig, Belgium 
Jeannette (Mrs. Roger) Briggs, Belgium 
Janet (Mrs. Michael) Brooks, Japan 
David Broyles, Togo 
Scott Copeland, Georgia 
Betty (Mrs. Frank) Coy, Chile 
Louise Donaldson, Brazil 
Mark Fischer, Ecuador 
Judith (Mrs. Dennis) Folds, Japan 
Kathy (Mrs. Mike) Fowler, Arkansas 
Michael Freeman, Argentina 
Larry Gardner, Ohio 
Harry Garvin, Uganda 
John Gordy, South Africa 
Donna (Mrs. Ernest) Hastey, Paraguay 
Ken Hills, Jr., Benin 
Mary (Mrs. Ed) Horton, Kenya 
Tamira (Mrs. Joseph) Korn, Togo 
James McAtee, Thailand 
James Musen, Kenya 
Robert Noakes, U.S. 
Larry Phillips, Peru 
Zane Pratt, Coop. Services Int'l, Central Asia 
Gerry Taillon, Canada 
Wiley Traylor, Cote d'Ivoire 
Karen (Mrs. Larry) York, Brazil 
RETIRED: 
Lib (Mrs. James) Kirkendall, Morocco 
Becie Kirkwood, Ohio 

September 3 
Michael Gillett 
Liz Laughlin 
Nolen Mears 

Myrl Mitchell 
Jenni Presley 
Freda 

Glen Bland (Jim Clemons' cousin) 
Mary Alice Box 
Bill Bradford (Galen Bradford's brother) 
Marie Crook 
Cuban Situation 
Gary & Kellye Elrod & Eric ' S Geneva Gauwain 
Delilah Hanberry & Liz Laughlin's sister-in-law) 

We express our warmest Christian sympathy to these 
families : 

Fern Miles in the death of her husnband Dr. 
Herbert Miles; 

E. B. Thelma Holloway in the death of his 
brother-in-law, Gerald Fruzia; 

Henderson in the death of her brother-in-law, 
Clifton "Spikey" Drake; 

Ted Sandy Covington in the death of his 
brother-in-law, Clifton "Spikey" Drake. 

SHANNON 
629 Violet Stuart 
567 Marjorie Carlson 
566 Aurora Flores 
441 Dolly Gilbert (Donna Moorehead's mother) 

ANGELO COMMUNITY 
202 Flora Compere 

CONCHO VALLEY REGIONAL 
ICU James Jameson (friend of Vicky Gray) 

BAPTIST MEMORIALS HOSPITAL 
Div.2 Rm .205 Betty Hendry 

(daughter of Melvin Shook) 

Kevin Harris 
Frances Hart 
Taylor & Eva Henley - Mission Trip to India 
Greg Horner (David & Gloria Homer's son) 
Walter Johnson 
Jill Martinson 
Carol McCoulskey (friend of Daryl & Diane Presley) 
Tim & Linda McKinney (Darolyn Moore's daughter & 

son-in-law) 
Elmeta Meeks 
Fem Miles 
Buddy & Patty Miller 
Mission Trip to Ukraine in October 
D. D. Moorehead 
Ken Morgan (friend of Jim Clemons) 
John & Rosa Lea Otter (friends of Al & Mary Martinez) 
Jana Pearce (Minnie Pearce's granddaughter) 
Personnel Committee in search for Staff Member 
Tammy Peterson (friend of Greg Homer) 
Lisa Roberson (Bobby & Sherrian Hughes' daughter) 
Susan Sanderson 
Michael Sarabia 
J . E. Spraggins (Bill Spraggins' father) 
Jeremy & Barbie Stallworth 
Stacy Stephens (Leora Ragsdale's brother) 
Lee Surber (Karen Surber's son) 
David & Janey Thompson in mission orientation 
Michael Trusdle 
Boo Vaughn & Sasha Low 
Tonie Welch 

24-Hour Prayer Line 
Young man who needs hea1ing and many other 

needs to be met. 
Angelo 




