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A SPIRITUAL PARADIGM SHIFT 
Galatians 1:1-10 

(First in a series of Six Sermons on the Letter to the Galatians) 

of in American 
usine is the 

This word is a transliteration of the Greek 
word which means "model or pattern." A 
paradigm is a certain way of understanding 
the things that are going on around us. 

Barker ho, more than any other 
one individual, has that word, 
explains that a paradigm tells us 

g e an 
. When a new paradigm 

replaces an older paradigm that is called a 
"paradigm shift. " 

shifts happen in the world 
of education. The paradigm of 

centered on and 
according to Leith Anderson. The · was 
from age 5 through age 18. The was 
the classroom. The 
emphasizes lifelong learning and the place 
is the world. The was more 

and standardized. The new 
roach is more and customized. 

Paradigm shifts occur in the wor 
of business. Leadership guru Peter Drucker 
suggests that no currently working business 
theory in use today will be valid ten years 
from now! That is change. 

Paradigm shifts also develop in the 
church. Changing worship styles herald a 
paradigm shift in the church today. Another 

toward 

religion of every age attempts 
th basic question of life: ow 

can be related to God?" Different 
religions provide different answers. 

One answer is the of 
ancient Israel. Ritual religions suggest that 
we can be rightly related to God if we 
follow the proper 

Another answer is the legalism of 
the Pharisees. Legalism intimates that we 
can be rightly related to God if we follow 
the proper .l.alM£. 

Another answer is the asceticism of 
many of the far eastern religions. 
Asceticism proposes that we can be rightly 
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related to God if we make the proper 

Yet another answer is the 
of Islam. Activism implies that we can be 
rightly related to God if we perform the 

works 
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to 

Paul presented this new paradigm 
for our relationship with God as he traveled 
around the province of Galatia and 
established churches. 
soon gm 

I 

Slll'flice& of leaders among 
Galatiao dug in their heels 
refused to go along with the change. 

They used two common ploys in 
the change: they sage / 
they 

explains that 
opposition to change usually develops in 
seven overlapping categories. Schaller 
writes, "The is to explain why that 
would not work. The to explain 
why that would not work here in our 
situation. The · s to explain why that 
would not work here now. to 
affirm the status quo. The to 
identify insurmountable obstacles. The · 
is to begin to build a list of those who will 
oppose it and the · to attack the 
competence or integrity of those who 
propose the change." 

fo 
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new paradigm 
If a person did not have to 

follow the law in order to be made right 
with God, what would keep people from 
immorality? Paul's message called into 

cou have given in to 
· n atia That would 

have been the easiest path for him to 
follow. However, he refused to yield his 
deep conviction about the Gospel. 

, w y. He was committed 
to pleasing God instead of pleasing his 
peers. Paul traveled the main roads of the 
Roman empire with the announcement of 
this paradigm shift in how a person relates 
to God because he was convinced that this 
was what God wanted him to do . 

o 
Koinonia farm in Georgia and who 
translated the Cotton Patch version of the 
New Testament, often stirred up his 
southern audiences with a call to radical 
commitment, especially in the relationship 
between races. After one such sermon in a 
southern church, an elderly woman made 
her way down the aisle and responded 
straight from the gut level of her culture. "I 
want you to know that my grandfather 
fought in the Civil War," she declared, 
"and I will never believe a word you say." 
Jordan, who was tall and gracious and 
southern himself, smiled and replied, 
"Ma'am, your seems quite clear. It 
is whether you will follow your grand
daddy or Jesus Christ." 

e 
could follow the crowd or he could follow 
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THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF PAUL 
Galatians 1:11 - 2:21 

(Second in a series of Six Sermons on the Letter to the Galatians) 

I love to read autobiographies of 
great men and women. Autobiographies are 
usually not as objective as are biographies. 
However, they are usually more passionate 
and more personal. Harry Emerson 

autobiography, The Living of 
These Days, made a powerful impression 
on me when I read this book as a graduate 
student. A" Autobiography by 
William Barclay, the world renowned 
biblical scholar, is one I have reread over 
the years. Elton True blood's 
autobiographical work, While It is Day, led 
me to a clearer understanding of how faith 
and thinking come together in the Christian 
life. What a privilege to look into the lives 
of great men and women through their 
autobiographical musings. 

Paul presented an autobiography in 
the opening verses of his epistle to the 
Galatians as a response to his critics. His 
enemies infiltrated the churches of Galatia. 
In order to strengthen their own positions, 
they leveled three charges against Paul. 
They charged that Paul was not an apostle, 
that his Gospel was not the true Gospel, 
and that his Gospel led to loose living. 
These charges could be answered only by 
detailing the activity of God in Paul's life. 
Consequently, Paul wrote to the churches 
of Galatia a brief autobiography. 

The Calling apart from the Church 
Galatians 1: 11 -17 

William Barclay calls the dramatic 
conversion of Paul "the most famous 
conversion story in all history." It's 
importance is testified to by the fact that 
Luke included three detailed accounts of 
Paul's conversion in the book of Acts. Paul 
presented a Reader's Digest Condensed 
Book version in the Galatian epistle. 

Paul set off for Damascus that day 
as an apostle of the Sanhedrin "breathing 
threats and murder against the disciples of 
the Lord" (Acts 9: 1), diametrically opposed 
to the church. He arrived in Damascus as 
an apostle of Christ, proclaiming in the 
synagogues that Jesus was the Son of God 
(Acts 9:20), with a desire in his heart to 
become a part of the very Christian 
fellowship he had been persecuting. His life 
had been dramatically changed. He had a 
new allegiance, a new attitude, and a new 
affection. 

How are we to explain this dramatic 
turn around in Paul's life? 

Some try to explain the experience 
psychologically. Paul had an emotional 
catharsis from which he spun off in a new 
direction. It was all psychological according 
to this view. 




