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THE TRUE GOSPEL 

SCRIPTURE: 1: 1-10 ti-

INTRO: THE GALATIONS HAD BEEN PULLED AWAY WITH A 
FALSE "GOSPEL." IT WAS A GOSPEL OF WORKS--A GOSPEL 
THAT WOULD FEED MAN'S EGO. IN SHORT, IT WAS A GOSPEL 
OF LEGALISM. 

PAUL SAYS THERE IS A TRUE GOSPEL. THIS GOSPEL OF 
GRACE STANDS IN STARK CONTRAST TO THE GOSPEL OF 
WORKS. IT ALONE IS THE ONLY EFFECTIVE ANTIDOTE FOR 
THE PARALYSIS OF LEGALISM. 

LEGALISM HAS BEEN A THREAT TO THE TRUE GOSPEL FROM 
TIME OF CHRIST TO OUR TIME. ENTIRE SYSTEMS OF THEO
LOGY AND SCORES OF DENOMINATIONS HAVE BEEN BUILT ON 
THE FALSE GOSPEL OF LEGALISM. 

LEGALISM WRENCHES THE JOY OF SALVATION FROM THE 
DECEIVED BELIEVER. AND WITH JOY GOES THE 

VITAL WORSHIP AND VIBRANT SERVICE. NOTHING 
IS LEFT BUT CRAMPED, SOMBER, DULL AND LISTLESS PRO
FESSION. THE TRUTH IS DESTROYED. 

THE CHRISTIAN UNDER THE LAW IS A MISERABLE PARODY 
OF THE REAL THING. THE GLORIOUS NAME OF THE LORD BE
COMES A SYNONYM FOR A GLOOMY KILL-JOY. 

IF WE, AS BAPTISTS AND OTHER EVANGELICALS, HAVE 
ESCAPED THE ERROR OF LEGALISM IN THE REALM OF JUSTI
FICATION, IT CANNOT BE SAID THAT WE HAVE OVERCOME IT 
IN THE SPHERE OF SANCTIFICATION. 

WE KNOW WE BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH PLUS 
NOTHING. BUT WE ARE NOT TOO SURE THAT FROM THAT 
POINT ON WE ARE EXPECTED TO PLEASE GOD BY A LIST OF 
NEGATIVES. THEREBY WE BRING BACK INTO CHRISTIANITY 
THE SPIRIT OF SELF-RIGHTEOUS LEGALISM. WE ACT AS 
THOUGH THROUGH DOING CERTAIN THINGS AND REFRAINING 
FROM OTHER THINGS WE CAN OBLIGATE GOD TO BLESS US. 
BUT GOD WILL NOT BE IN DEBT TO ANYONE. HE BLESSES 
UPON THE PRINCIPLE OF GRACE ALONE! 

THIS IS WHAT PAUL IS ATTEMPTING TO MAKE CLEAR IN 
HIS INSISTENCE ON THE "TRUE GOSPEL." 

I. IDENTIFICATION Of The One Who Proclaimed The 
True Gospel 

--1:1-2 
an APOSTLE" 

The legalists, in an effort to discredit 



Paul and the gospel of grace, were spreading rumors 
tha t Paul was not an apostle . 

--Some then and today falsely claimed to 
be "Apostles." Paul says in l:lb (Read). 

--APPLY: No self-acclaimed "apostle" qualifie s on 
this ground. The role of apostleship has ceased. 
There is no succession of apostles. 

He says, "I didn't get this apostleship from man 
but from God." He even differentiates between him
self and those around him: 

So in iaentification as an apostle, Paul is 
saying, "I am speaking not as a mere man but as a 
spokesman from God Himself ! " 

Paul is concerned with defending his apostleship, 
not because of any feeling of wounded pride, but for 
the sake of his readers, whose acceptance of his 
doctrine of justification hinges upon their confi
dence in his a postolic position. 

II. SALUTATION To Those Who Have Received The True 
Gospel 

r--1: 
1. "Grace to you and Peace" (vs. a) 

--NOTE: These two words are not carelessly used. 
They are not religious jargon that Paul inserts as 
a ma tter of fo r ma l ity or out of habit. They are 
c a refully chosen . He deliberat ely u s es these becaus, 
"grace" and "peace" express what the True Gospel is 
all about. 
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"Grace" is the reason we have the gospel. 
"Peace" is the result of the gospel. 
"Grace" is the cause of the gospel. 
"Peace" is the effect of the gospe_l. 

Father ... who gives us grace and 
peace (vs • • C 

3. (vs. 4a) gave Himself ••. " 
--NOTE: It is upon the basis of Christ's volunta ry 
dea th in our behalf alone that we are saved--not 
works--not the demands of legalism. In thi s verse 
Paul sets forth the es sentials o f t h e gospe l message: 

(1) The PRICE of the Gospel (4a) 
(2) The PURPOSE of the Gospel--"that He might ... " 

( 
(3) The PLAN of the Gospel is "according ... " (4c) 

--NOTE: This is the decreed will of God, tha t there 
be salvation, not because of man's works but because 
of God's grace. 

4. (vs. He might DELIVER 
--NOTE: Christianity is a operation. It is 
in the business of people. 

5. (vs. "Out of this present evil age." 
--NOTE: We are still in this "present evil age" e v e n 
though we have been delivered from its ultimate des

,tiny. 
--I John 5: 1 9 "We that we are of God, and THE 
WHOLE WORLD LIES IN THE POWER OF THE EVIL ONE." 
That's what we have been delivered from. 
--I John 5:20 (Read) There is nothing that is eternal 
in this present world except two things: (1) God's 1 

word and (2) People. Those are the two things that 
remain eternal on this earth. "Heaven and earth may 
pass away, but my Word will never pass away." And 
we know from Scripture that man is an everlasting 
soul. 

We all have everlasting life. The promise of the 
True Gospel is not · everlasting life. The promise is 
everlasting life with God in heaven, not in hell. 

Every person will after death. The question 
is not whether one will live after death, but where 
one will live. And those that are like this world, 
"living in the power of the evil one," are currently 
in the state of perishing. 

This thought will do something to you when you 
really think on it. The vast majority of those you 
work with, shop with and play with are in the state 
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of perishing, "in the power of the evil one," they 
are lost--and Christ has come "that He might deliver 
us out o f the present evil age." (Gal. l:4b) 

: t e of it all. God has pro
vided salvation through the work of His Son, Jesus 
Christ. That work is finished! It's not to be 
tampered with. It's not to be touched with human 
h a nds. 

nor er to have everlasting life with God there 
is ONE WAY! Faith in what Jesus Christ did on our 
behalf--his death, his resurrection accepted per
sonally by the sinner. 

At that moment God declares that person righteous 
At that moment God "delivers him out of this present 
evil age." It is a once-and-for-all liberation 
that has its impact through the rest of that person' 
l ife. 

to this 
guilty of heresy. If you say, "It's important that 
I accept what Christ has done for me on the cross, 
BUT it is also important that !"(and then you add 
anything else)--that is legalism. That is saying 
t hat Christ's work is not complete--it is u nfinished 
and I, through legalistic works, must complete the 
work Christ began. 

That is what so many were saying when Paul wrote 
this letter. And that is what many are saying today 
over your T.V. set. 

6. (vs. 5) "To whom be the glory .•. " 
- -NOTE: In other words when the true gospel has been 
pres e n ted God the Father is "glorified." He is 
lifted up. We are not praised--God is. We h a ve 
done nothing worthy of praise. Christ has done it 
all. 

--NOTE: "Jesus paid it all, all to him I owe 
Sin had left a crimson stain, He 
Washed it white as s now." 

Having concluded his s a lutation wi t h t he 
"To whom be t he glory f orever. Amen !" 

Paul expresses his 

III. CONSTERNATION Over Their Deserting The True 
Gospel 

1--Gal. 1:6-9 
1. The Perplexity Expressed 



Ga "I am amazed ... " 
·-NOTE: Paul expresses his perplexity over their 
deserting the true gospel by "I am surprised 
at you." "I can't believe it!" "That blows my mind!" 
"I am shocked that you who believed in Christ Jesus 
for your salvation, you who have been liberated from 
the grip of sin and the law, would so quickly enslave 
yourselves to the · · ! " The 
perplexity expressed! 

2. 
--vs. Ga & b "I am amazed ... so quickly deserting 
(the gospel--no)--Him." 

·-NOTE: When you walk away from the truth of the 
gospel, you walk away from the Person of the Gospel, 
Jesus Christ. '' 

·-NOTE: Look carefully at the word It means 
to transfer allegian e. "I am amazed that you hav 
so quickly deserted transferred your allegiance) 
from Christ and his grace to a gospel that is not 
true." 

is used in secular writings of Paul's 
day in two ways: (1) of a soldier who deserts to the 
other side (a "turncoat"); (2) of a person who change,$ 
political affiliation. 

--"so guickly"--One of the characteristics of a new 
is a simplicity of faith that can easily 

become gullibility. A new Christian is extremely 
vulnerable. This is why he is the target of cults of 
our day. That person has the new seed of the gospel 
planted in the soil of his life. He is eager to be
lieve more and to grow. 

And along come the of prey." If people who 
were saved under Paul's ministry so quickly deserted 

Christ of the gospel, we can see how much more 
easily it can happen today. 

This always happens when a basic principle of 
Christian faith is violated. 

3. . 
--vs. Ge by GRACE of Christ." 

--NOTE: The fundamental principle of the gospel of 
Christ is that He has called us on the basis of His 
grace--not on the basis our goodness! To desert 
Him and the True Gospel of Grace is to violate the 
basic principle on which the entire gospel stands--
II 
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4 
--vs. 6d-7a "For a different gospel which is really 
not another (of the same kind, but a "gospel" of a 

kind) . " 
(Greek) We use the word 

"heterosexual" in contrast to "homosexual." "Homo" 
meaning "of the same." "Heter-o" meaning "of th 
opposite Light is heteros dark; tall is 
heteros short; truth is heteros falsehood. 

A gospel of works is heteros the gospel of grace. 
"You have changed your allegiance and are now 
following the gospel of works, which is another of 
completely different kind! 

It is not another of the ame . . You hear 
all the time. "Hey, there's really not that much 
difference." You ask some cultist, "What is the 
difference between what you believe and what we be
lieve. "Not that much--really we are very similar. 
Oh, there are some slight differences that are only 
improvements on what you have believed all along." 

The cultist will never say, "Oh, there's all the 
difference in the world. It's the difference be-
tween black and white. You believe in the deity of 
Christ. We believe that he was man, that he lived 
in polygamy, that he fathered many children ... " 
Never do they say that. 

don't you believe the claim that there is no 
real difference. You add or take away one thing 
from the gospel of grace, and you have changed it 
altogether. 

But these people have a plan they have instigated. 
S. Plan Instigated 

--vs. "Only there are some ... disturbing ... dis
tor ... " 

--NOTE: Their perversion of the gospel is designed 
you and to distort the gospel. 

is shaking people's simple faith 
completed work of Christ. 

transform into something of an 
opposite character." "To make something appear to 
be completel different, e.g., "Funny mirrors" at 
a c i rcus... 

6. 
--NOTE: Paul comes down hard on those who would dis
tort the gospel. Listen. 
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-vs. 8 (Read) "Even though we (that's Paul himself) 
" This is the penalty he invokes on anyOne who 

would preach a different gospel. "Let God's sky fall 
on him!" 
-"Let him be accursed" (Greek) "Anathema" "Cut off" 
"Abandoned to one's own self destruction." "Given 
up as a lost cause." 
-NOTE: we think that Paul, like preachers are 
prone to do, got carried away in this defense of the 
true gospel and thus used so harsh a word as 

he invoke s the same penalty again on any who 
would a different gospel. 
-Vs. 9 (Read) The same thing he said before. 
-NOTE: Paul isn't teed off. He's not an extremist. 
He is trying to build some discernment into the 
people of Galatia. 

IV. CLARIFICATION of the Basis of Loyalty to the 
True Gospel 

-Vs. 10 
·-NOTE: The basis of loyalty to the True Gospel is a 
desire to please God alone and not man. There are 
times when the true gospel and its claims will not 
be popular. But we are to "Preach the word in season 
and out of season"--whether it is popular or not. 
And one will fail to do this if he does not have his 
loyalties in order. emerge from 
this verse. 

1. Those Who Seek to Please God 
Invincible Within 

·-NOTE: That is they become incapable of being con
quered, subdued or overcome. When you come to grips 
with your man-pleasing nature and you let go and find 
your sufficiency in Christ, there is an invincible 
quality that enters your life. It's beautiful--it's 
liberating. 

2. Those Who Stop Striving to Please Men Are 
Unintimidated from Without 

·-NOTE: If you hear an intimidated man preach, you 
know it right away. He has mastered the art of almos t 
but not quite saying something. He is trying to 
please men. He is telling people what they want to 
hear, rather than what God wants them to hear. 

This does not mean at all that one must be mean 
or crude, or caustic or cutting. 
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Those Who Are True Servants of Christ Think 
and Act Independently. 

--NOTE: That is what he is saying in vs. (Read.) 
and I act independently." Regardless of 

credentials, the popularity or the charisma of 
the person, we are to think and act independently-
proclaiming only the true gospel of grace. 

CON: A person may appear as an angel of heaven, but 
if he preaches a gospel contrary to the true gospel, 
we are to prefer apostles to angels. 

As we hear sea of voices allegedly proclaiming the 
gospel, we must subject their message to these two 
rigorous tests: ( 1) Is their opinion consistent 
with the free grace of Christ? (2) And with the 
plain gospel of the N.T.? If not, reject it. 

We must not compromise it like the i zers or 
; desert it like the Galations . but live by it our

selves and seek to make it known to others. 

SOURCES: Bartlett, C. Norman, Galatians, Freedom 
for Modern Man, Moody Press, Chicago, 1948. 
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THE TRUE GOSPEL 
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A Study of Galatians 
The True Gospel 

July 11, 1999 
Galatians 1 :1-10 

Handout #1 

INTRO: The Galatians had been pulled away with a false "Gospel." It was a gospel of 
works-a gospel that would feed man's ego. In short, it was a gospel of legalism. 

Paul says there is a true gospel. This gospel of grace stands in stark contrast to the 
gospel of works. 

Legalism wrenches the joy of salvation from the deceived believer. 

We know we are saved by grace through faith plus nothing, but we are not too sure that 
from that point on we are expected to please God by a list of negatives. 

This is what Paul is attempting to make clear in his insistence on the "True Gospel." 

I. 

II. 

Identification Of The One Who Proclaimed The True Gospel-1: 1 a "Paul, an 
APOSTLE" 

The legalists, in an effort to discredit Paul and the gospel of grace, were 
spreading rumors that Paul was not an apostle. 

• In his identification as an apostle, Paul is saying, "I am speaking not as a 
mere man but as a spokesman from God Rimself!" 

Salutation To Those Who Have Received The True Gospel-1 :3-5 
1. "Grace to you and Peace" (vs. 3a) 

• "Grace" and "peace" express what the True Gospel is all about. 
• "Grace" is the reason we have the gospel. 
• "Peace" is the result of the gospel. 

2. "From God our Father ... " who gives us grace and peace (vs. 3b). 

3. It is upon the basis of Christ's voluntary death in our behalf alone that we 
are saved (vs. 4a). 

4. "That He might DELIVER us" (vs. 4b ). 
• Christianity is a rescue operation. 

5. of this present evil age" (vs. 4b). 
• We are still in this "present evil age" even though we have been 

delivered from its ultimate destiny. 

• This is the point of it all. God has provided salvation through the 
work of His Son, Jesus Christ. That work is finished! It's not to be 
touched with human hands. 



Ill. Consternation Over Their Deserting The True Gospel-Gal. 1 :6-9 
1 . The Perplexity Expressed 

• vs. 6a "I am amazed . .. !" 

2. The Person Deserted 
vs. 6a & b "I am amazed ... so quickly deserting Him." 

• When you walk away from the truth of the gospel, you walk away from the 
Person of the Gospel, Jesus Christ. 

3. The Principle Violated 
• vs. 6c "Who called you by the GRACE of Christ." 

4 . The Perversion Accepted 
• vs. 6d-7a "For a different gospel which is really not another'' 

5. The Instigated 
• vs. 7b "Only there are some ... disturbing ... distort ... " 

6. The Penalty Invoked 
vss. 8 and 9 

IV. Clarification of the Basis of Loyalty to the True Gospel-vs. 1 O 
• The basis of loyalty to the True Gospel is a desire to please God alone and 

not man. 
• Three principles emerge from this verse: 

1. Those Who Seek to Please God Only, Become Invincible Within 

2. Those Who Stop Striving to Please Men Are Unintimidated From Without 

3. Those Who Are True Servants of Christ Think and Act Independently. 

• We must not compromise the Gospel like the Judaizers or desert it like the 
Galatians. but live by it ourselves and seek to make it known to others. 
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