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"CALLED TO LIBERTY" / 

SCRIPTURE: Galatians 1 JQ.Q..!-
INTRO: FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE HI STORY OF AMERICA 
THE INAUGURATION OF A PRESIDENT WAS UPSTAGED. IT 
HAPPENED ON A WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20TH, 1981. SITTINC 
ON A RUNWAY IN I N WERE 52 HOSTAGES AWAITING RELEASE 
FROM THE CAPTIVITY OF 44 4 LONG, RELENTLESS DAYS. 

AT THE VERY TIME THE PRESIDENT WAS DELIVERING HIS 
INAUGURAL ADDRESS, THESE HOSTAGES WERE BEING FLOWN 
INTO AIRSPACE WHICH BECAME KNOWN AS "FREEDOM." 

LIKE YOU, I WAS MORE INTERESTED IN WATCHING THEIR 
MEMORABLE LANDING IN THE ALGERIAN AIRPORT THAN IN 
VIEWING THE INAUGURATION OF OUR PRESIDENT. A LUMP 
CAME IN MY THROAT AS I SAW THESE 52 CAPTIVES STEP 
FROM THAT PLANE AS FREE MEN AND WOMEN, ABLE TO SMILE 
ONCE AGAIN. 

NOW, I WANT TO ASK YOU A QUESTION--IN YOUR WILDE T 
IMAGINATION CAN YOU PICTURE ANY OF THOSE 52 HOS
TAGES TO GO BACK TODAY TO THAT BONDAGE IN 
IRAN? 

ON THE FRONT PAGE OF THE LOS ANGELES TIMES, ON 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 24TH, ONE HOSTAGE SAID HE WOULD GO 
BACK--BUT ONLY IN A B-52 BOMBER. HE SAID THAT IS THE 
ONLY WAY HE WOULD EVER PLAN TO GO BACK. 

FREEDOM OF A FEW PEOPLE IS SO VERY, VERY IMPORTANT
SO VALUABLE. IT WAS SO SIGNIFICANT THAT IF THE 
WERE KNOWN, WE WERE FAR MORE INTERESTED . IN THEIR BE
ING FREED THAN IN THE WORDS OF OUR 40TH PRESIDENT. 

BUT THE STRANGE THING IS THAT WHAT WE WOULD NEVER 
THINK OF DOING PHYSICALLY, CHRI STIANS DO SPI RITUALLY 
EVERY DAY WITH HARDLY A FIGHT. 

AND THAT'S WHY GOD HAS PRESERVED FOR US THE LETTER 
OF THE GALATIANS. THIS INSPIRED LETTER FROM GOD TO 
US KEEPS PROCLAIMING A NEEDED TRUTH MADE UP OF 3 
WORDS, "YOU ARE FREE! YOU ARE FREE! YOU ARE FREE!" 

AND YET WE ARE REALLY MORE LIKE MANY OF THE BLACK 
SLAVES OF THE 1860'S THAN WE LIKE THE HOSTAGES 
OF THE 1980'S, WHO EVEN THOUGH DECLARED "FREE 

FROM SLAVERY, CHOS TO STAY ENSLAVED 
RATHER THAN TO STRIKE OUT ON FREEDOM FROM SLA
VERY. 

THIS MARVELOUS LETTER LIBERATES AND KEEPS LI BERAT
ING CHRI STIANS WHO FI ND THEMSELVES SURROUNDED 



CONSTANTLY BY LEGALISTIC PEOPLE WHO POINT FINGERS IN 
OUR DIRECTION REMINDING US THAT WE ARE STILL "UNDER 

, LAW--STILL UNDER 
AN INTRODUCTlON TO OUR SERMON SERIES ON "GALA-

TIONS--LETTER OF LIBERTY" LET US LOOK ON AN OVERVIEW 
OF THE BOOK THAT MAY SEE CLEARLY THE MAIN THRUST 
OF ITS MESSAGE. I 

/;I 
THE ILITANCY OF '11HE LET ER I.ti 

1:6 - Read New Amer. Std. Version 
--NOTE: Paul said I am that you willfully, 
deliberately and consciously deserted your freedom 
in Christ to return to slavery under the law! 
--3:l - Read N.A.s.v. -no other such 
word in all of Paul's writing) 

-- OTE: "Who has sold you a of goods? o 
you into believing 1that the right 

with God you gained by grace now must be maintained 
' by to the slavery the Law?" 

- Read N.A.s.v. 
--NOTE: "Having been freed, how is it that you can 
even entertain the thought of returning to enslave
ment?" 

--5:1· Red N.A.s.v. 
is reminder of our 

was of at the Cross. It is saying, "Hear 
ye, hear ye--you are free! Don't go back into sla
very. Don't be intimidated by those who would seek 
to persuade you that you are still under Law." 

- Read }l .A. S. V. 
NOTE: "Called to freed m"--Freedom is the 

which bee called. It 
the life you are o living. 

--QUESTION: Let me ask you a very personal and direc1 
question. Are you really operating under grace? Do 
you really live your life enjoying grace?--

Are you free of guilt as you enjoy a lifestyle pro
vided by the grace of Christ? 

It may surprise you to hear me say this--But most 
Christians I meet are not really free. They are 
still operating under the guilt of the law--That's 
heartbreaking! After all Christ has done to free 
them--they shackle themselves again to the Law. I 
ache for them. Part of the reason is that so much 
of my early Christian life was i n the same vein. 
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And God used the letter to the Galatians to confirm 
in my mind the message of grace and the f a ct that I 
am free! 

II. THE 
1. 

OF THE LETTER 
Affirmation of Li berty Based on 

--NOTE: I you are one who struggles a great deal 
with guilt, you need a lot of Galations. A good 
therapy for you will be the reading of Galations 
daily during these next several weeks. It will t ake 
you about 20 minutes to read the 149 of the 
book. • • • 

You need a strong affirmation of liberty based on 
grace. This message of Galations will begin to fall 
into pl a ce after you have read it 10 or 12 times. 
You will begin to see the flow of it. 

2. Bold Attack on egalism Based o Work 
If you have legalists around you-- riends, 

church members, fellow workers on your job--who 
remind you regularly of legalistic things ("You must 
do this, you must not do that") you will find i n 
Galations help and for it is an attack on 
legalism. 

only folks up-tight about the message 
of Galations are They have a very hard 

time Galations. 
3. A Coura eous Encouragement For Those Cau ht 

In Between rac and 
--NOTE: It is a S rong Affirmation of Liberty and 
Grace. It is a Bold Attack on Legalism and Works. 
And it is a courageous encouragement for those 

in between and Works. For Example: 
N.A.S.V. 

This is a very incisive comment. We have ha 
the teaching of "the chain of command" up to here! 
We have been instructed by many good, godly people 
emphasizing the value of subjecting ourselves to 
those who are our overseers. 

But I find the Apostle Paul not at all subjecting 
himself to the se people who would spy in to take 
away their liberty and bring them into bondage. He 
said, didn't yield in subjection to them!" He 
did not bow, saying "Yes sir, yes ma'm. OK, I 
surrender." 
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This tells me liberty has to be fought for-
it has to be defended. You have to stand against 
those who would spy out and take away your liberty-
some of whom are f a lse brethren and some of whom are 
not. 

Sometimes these they who knock on our door, 
offer to play us a record, give or sell us an 
d a te" on the Bible a nd show us "Another Gospel." But 
some are in the church who t hemselves are under the 
bondage of law. And Paul s ays, "We did not yield to 
them." 

In he u se s even stronger words (Read NASV) 
Now Cephas is a brother. But he is playing both 
s ides against the middle. He wants to get along 
the strict Jew and the same time proclaim the 
grace of God. He wa nts to "run with the hare and 
hunt with the hound." He wa nts works and grace. He 
is part Gentile and part Jew, depending upon who he 
is around. 

Paul observed (vss . Then Paul said to 
Peter (vss. . 

Paul said, "I rebuke you for living a hypocr±tical 
life. You're one thing when you are with one 
group and another thing when you are with a differeni 
group. Now are ·you free or are you under bondage? 
If are then be fr e e! Let the chips fall 
where they may! 

Paul not only fought again st certain people in the 
Roman government-, , Pharisees and Saducees. He 
also fought who would take away his 
Christian liberty. 

do not oppose legalism, you will be 
by There will always be those who would 

take our freedom from us. A classical example is 
the Reformation. When Luther, Melanthon, Zwingli, 
Knox, Huss saw the truth of Romans and the truth of 
Galatians, they said, "No matter what happens, we 
will fight to the finish!" And today they are 
but in those days they were heretics. 

They did not forge out a new theology of grace and 
freedom. It was there all the time. They simply 
blew the dust off of it and proclaimed it. 

III. (VALUE) OF THE LETTER 
It Warns Against Leaving the True 
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--NOTE: gospel." 
Vs. really not 

another (o same i s alto
gether.). Those who preach this different gospel 
want to "disturb" those who have already settl ed on 
the true gospel of grace. They want to "distort" 
(pervert) the gospel of Christ. 

--1':t 8 --WOW! There is no cordiality in 
the first part of the Galation letter. Paul writes 
it with one fist clenched. He writes hard words. 
He doesn't even take time to greet them. He esta b
lishes his authority and he digs right in to the 
need for these Galatians to get their act together 
in the gospel. 

What is the "true Now listen carefully. 
is h in Jesus 
· st a ar o If you add any works to 

the gospel message, you have "distorted" the gospel. 
You are no longer preaching the "true gospel" but 
rather a gospel of a different kind! 

The Gospel is the works of Jesus Christ plus 
nothing! Faith in Christ's death and resurrection 
plus nothing else. It is accepting the gift God 
offers ma nkind. 

You a nd I a re surr ounded by good people, 
moral people, nice sounding people who have per
verted the gospel. They have added church things, 
moral things, legal things to simple faith in Jesus 
Christ. They have thus "distorted" the gospel. 

2. It Upholds Significance of 
an 

E: Here is a clear declaration of justifica tion 
by faith. In justification God declares us free, 
forgiven and justified because of the work of Christ 
in our behalf--not because of our work on His be
half! 

It was a remarkable day when this truth r e a lly 
dawned on me! It was a marvelous deliverance. And 
I see the stooped shoulders of so many of my f ellow 
Christia ns and I pray, "O that the grace of God 
might really be grasped in their mind." How f r ee 
they would be! 

3 It Presents True Function of the 
--NO ou aw now we 

h a ve grace? just t ake it awa y?" 
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(Read NASV) 
teacher but "child In 

first century, most trusted slave would have the 
care of the child for a time in the child's life. He 
would take him to school, observe him and discipline 
him if he did wrong. And anyone who had a "tutor" 
looked forward to the day he would be free from him. 

Purpose of the "Tutor" that be repared for 
the gospel "that we may be justified by 
Law has done its job when it has led us to realize 

ee of Christ, who can do for us what we can 
for ourselves. 

It Protects Aga i n st t he Mi suse of 
--
--NOTE: Invariably when you preach grace some will 
misun erstand and assume we are preaching lawless
ness, libertinism. But verse 13 says "not so." 

In fact in the balance of grace we a 
brother who has been caught in a sin ( :1 read 

"Let him go, he is living · h the penal
ty he deserves." race says, "Help bear his burden. 
Help carry him through. Help, if possible, to re
store him." 

-- LLUS: A Christian had 
years came back. 
and full restoration. 
Christian, "How did it 

drifted from Christ, and 
There was sincere repentance 

A friend asked the restored 
feel when you were away from 

God?" 
I shall never forget the manner in which he des

cribed his feelings. He said, "I felt like I was out 
at sea, in deep water and in deep trouble. And all 
of my former Christian associ ates were on the shore, 
yelling at me--screaming at me--making judgmental 
accusations against me--quoting all those verses on 
justice and judgment. 

"But," he said, "there was one man who swam out to 
get me. And he would not let me go--no matter how 
much I rejected him or fought against his efforts to 
save me. And he by the grace of God was the reason 
I was restored. He would not let 

you it inten-
sifies your 

When I find a Christian who is lacking in compas
sion, I understand quickly that he does not understan 
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grace--When he lacks in forgiveness I understand 
that the person hasn't gotten a of grace--and 
there are many like 

Galations--a Letter of from Romans, 
is the most significant letter Paul ever wrote. 

Bruce wr itey Galations "made Christianity 
a universal religion instead of just another sect 
within Judaism." Why? Because it is a "Letter of 
Liberty." 

CON: "Not the labors of my hands · 
Ca n fulfill thy law's dema nds. 

Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears forever flow. 

for sin could not atone; 
Thou must save, and thou alone." 

Resources: Wm. Barcla y and Char les R. Swindoll 
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I. 

First Baptist Church 

Sunday Evening Sermon Notes 
April 12, 1998 

"CALLED TO LIBERTY" 
Galatians 1:1-10, Pew Bible page 1008 

· 
·_ · -: · · ... :::: 

·········· · 

THE i / ; 
-- Galatians 1:6 
-- Galatians 3:1 

OF THE LETTER 

> "bewitched" "Who has sold you a bill of goods? Who 
has hypnotized you?" 

--Galatians 5: 1 
> This is a reminder of our that 

was taken care of at the Cross. 
--Galatians 5:13 
> "Called to freedom" --Freedom is the 

which you have been called. It 
the life you are living. 

I 

II. THE OF THE LETTER 
1. A Strong Affirmation of Liberty Based on . 

2. A Bold Attack on Legalism Based on 
The only folks who get up-tight about the message of 
Galatians are • 



3. A Courageous Encouragement For In 
Between and • 

If you do not oppose legalism, you will be 
by it. 

m. THE oF THE 

1. It Warns Against Leaving the True ( 
--Galatians 1:6-7 

What is the "true gospel"? It is salvation by 
through faith in Jesus Christ apart from . 

2. It Upholds the Significance of 
--Galatians 2:21 

3. It Presents the True Function of the 
--Galatians 3:23-26 
> "Tutor"--Not teacher but "child " 

> Purpose of the "Tutor": Law has done its job when it 
has led us to realize our of Christ, who can 

do for us what we can do for ourselves. 

4. It Protects Against the Misuse of 
--Galatians 5:13 
> When you really get a hold of grace, it intensifies your 




