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Poet .Louisa Fletcher Tarkington once 
wrote the words: 

"I wish that there were some wonderful 
place 

In the land of Beginning Again: 
Where all our mistakes and all our 

heartaches 
And all of our poor selfish grief 
Could be dropped like a shabby old coat at 

door 
And never put on again." 

That was probably the theme song of 
the Hebrews in exile. When Persia replaced 
Babylon as the dominant power, the Hebrews 
discovered there was a land of beginning 
again, for they were able to go back home. 

The Book of Ezra opens as 
Chronicles ended, with a description of one of 
the pivotal events in Hebrew history the 
decree of Cyrus which made possible their 
return from captivity. In the first three 
chapters of the book of Ezra, the Biblical 
writer described Israel's return home and the 
preparation for reconstructing of the temple. 

The Context 

understand Ezra, we must put it in 
its context in history and in Hebrew 

The history of Israel unfolds against 
the backdrop of changing world Let 

me explain where the book of Ezra fits into 
that time sequence. 

Assyrian sovereignty lasted from 7 45-
608 Some the primary kings of Assyria 
were and Tiglath Pileser Ill. 
Under Assyria dominance, the northern 
kingdom of Israel fell in 721 BC. 

Babylonian sovereignty lasted from 
608-538 Nebuchadnezzar was the most -VV 
powerful ruler of Babylon during this time. 
Under Babylonian dominance the southern 
kingdom of Judah fell in 586 BC. 

Persian sovereignty lasted from 538-.J.-$¼5 
330 Important rulers of Persia were 'I 
Cyrus, Darius I, Xerxes and Artaxerxes. 
Cyrus ruled in Persia and Persia dominated 
the world scene during the time depicted in 
the book of Ezra. e underlying theme of the 

is that as powerful as Cyrus was, he 
nevertheless moved according to the 
promptings of God. Every power in the 
ancient world was in subjection to God. 

We also need to set the book of Ezra 
in its context in Hebrew history. Since 586 
BC, the leaders of Israel had been suffering 
through exile in Babylon. The decree of Cyrus 
enabled them to return home. The Hebrews 
returned to their land under three different 
leaders: with Zerubbabel in 538, with Ezra in 
456, and with Nehemiah in 444. The first two 
of these returns are depicted in the book of 
Ezra. The third is described in the book of 
Nehemiah. 



Brian's Lines >May/June, 1996 

To Cyrus, this decree was merely a 
matter of foreign policy. The Assyrians and 
Babylonians believed that the way to keep 
control of the subservient nations was to 
remove their leadership and place them in 
exile. Cyrus believed that the way to keep 
control of the subservient nations was to keep 
their leaders in their own land. That's why he 
issued this decree. to the biblical 
writer, looking at the event from the divine 
perspective, the decree of Cyrus was more 
than just a matter of foreign policy. It was a 
vital piece in the togeth r of God's 
plan. 

AJ 
Characters 
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underscored jnterest io tbe in 
proper worship for the temple. 

The drama depicted in Ezra is simply 
another reminder that God uses diverse 
people, individuals with distinct personalities 
and with different gifts, to carry out His 
redemptive work. He did then; still does 
today. 

The Company 

The text not only focuses on 
leaders of the group but also upon the 
company of people who returned to Israel. 

The decree of Cyrus captured the 
hearts of the Hebrew people. However, it was 
not enough just to be stirred with emotion. 

Ezra describes the first return to They had to take advantage of the 
Israel under_Zerubbabel. Ezra 7-10 describes opportunity and home. Preparations 
the second return to Israel under Ezra. were made, aided by ei h who provided 

The book of Ezra revolves around the supplies and by himself who 
two characters who led in the returns: some of the temple articles. 
Zerubbabel and Ezra. Th people who agreed to return were .. $-

Zerubabbel was a cautious man gathered and numbered. The total was over 
the beginning. His initial actions 40,000. In chapter two, the biblical writer 
prodded by prophets Haggai and Zechariah . identified the families who returned . .,The 
However, once.he began to move, even the focuses on both past and future. 
investigation described in Ezra 5:3-17 could The biblical writer tied in the returning 
not stop him. exiles with their ancestors who preceded 

Zerubbabel was a decedent them. After 
of King David. This led to the belief I years of 
that he was the long awaited The depleted ls i exile, the 
Messiah. Haggai seems to have reminder that God uses diverse people, lndlvtduals e 

with personalities and with different to I 
encouraged this thought. However, carry out redemptive work. He did then; He still needed a 
Zerubbabel proved to be does today. reminder of 
inadequate for the role to which he who they 
had been called. He was apparently were and 
removed from power before the f r o m 
completion of the temple. The restoration of whence they came. These people who 
the temple was completed by the elders of returned to the promised land were 
the Jews. descendants of Parosh (2:3) and Jedaiah 

Ezra was a committed from the (2:36) and so on. That is, their ancestors 
very beginning. His commitment was rooted were those with whom God made His 
in God's Word. His love for the him in covenant. 
line with Moses. The biblical writer also tied in the 

was also a descendant of Aaron. returning exiles with their descendants who 
This put him in the and would follow them. Future generations who 
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read the book of Ezra would identify 
themselves with some of the people listed in 
chapter two. This would provide generations 
to come a direct link to the covenant and to 
the God of the covenant. 

In chapter 3, the people gathered in 
Jerusalem for ommunion and eel · 
The communion of gathering with the others 
reminded them that they were not 
isolated groups but a The celebration of 
the Feast of Tabernacles recalled God's 
,deliverance and reminded them of 
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he brought the ark back to Jerusalem (1 
Chron. 15:2) . Shouts of praise and 
celebrations of joy punctuated this time of 
worship. 

The celebration of which comes as we direct 
our attention to God reminds us that we do not have 
to live our lives or our responslbWtles ln our 
own power. We have available to us the very power of 
God. 

dependence on God's mercy. They also responded with sadness. 
these lessons are needed in Why would they be sad now that the temple 

our day and both are taught as we gather was being restored? Two answers are usually 
with God's people in worship. They were sad because the new 

The communion of which temple was so 
comes as we connect with other believers ma nifice than the earlier temple. In 
reminds us that we are a part of a family. addition, they were sad because of the 

The celebration of worship which ainful mem · which centered around the 
comes as we direct our attention to God temple as they remember the destruction of 
reminds us that we do not have to live our the temple by Nebuchadnezzar a few 
lives or fulfill our responsibilities in our own decades before. 
power. We have available to us the very lessons were presented to the 
power of that day as they gathered at the 

foundation of the temple to celebrate, lessons 
The Celebration we need to learn today. 

To have a continued sense of 
and the Hebrews needed to rebuild 
the temple. The beginning of the process of 
reconstruction is described in chapter 3. 

To affirm the at the 
Hebrews established the altar and offered 
sacrifices to God. To affirm tbe 
t law they presented these sacrifices 
according to the explicit instructions rooted in 
the law. To affirm the 
tern e, they began its reconstruction . This 
resulted in a celebration of the people. 

When the foundation of the temple 
was set, the people responded in two ways. 

They responded with joy. 
celebration described in Ezra 3: was 
comparable to the experience of 

They were reminded that choices 
have consequences. The reason for the 
destruction of the temple in the first place was 
the sin of the people. Ezra's contemporaries 
were suffering the consequences of the bad 
choices of their ancestors. 

They were reminded that failure is not 
final. Although the new temple would not 
match the splendor of the old, at least they 
had the opportunity to build a new temple. 
Although things would not be exactly like they 
were before, at least they had the privilege of 
returning to the promised land. Although they 
had spent years in exile, at least they had the 
chance to once more participate in God's 
redemptive work. The contemporaries of Ezra 
discovered that there was indeed a "land of 
beginning again." 



I BIBLE 
LAND BEGINNING AGAIN 

1-3 
Ezra 1:1-11 (NASB) 
I Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to 
fulfill the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, the 
Lord stirred up the'spirit of Cyrus king of Persia,.so that he 
sent a proclamation alf his kingdom, and also 
put it in writing, saying, 
2 "thus says Cyrus king Persia, 'The Lord, the God of heaven, 
has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and He has 
appointed me to build in Jerusalem, which is in 
Judah. 
3 'Whoever there is among you of all His people, may his 
God be with him! Let him go up to Jerusalem which is in 
Judah, and rebuild the house of the Lord, the God of Israel; 
He is the God who is in Jerusalem. 
4 'And survivor; at whatever place he may live, let the 
men of that place support with silver and gold. with goods 
and cattle, together with a freewill offering for house of 
God which is in Jerusalem."' 
5 Then the heads of fathers' households of and 
Benjamin and the priests and the Levites arose, even everyone 
whose spirit God had stirred to go up and rebuild the house 
of the Lord which is in Jerusalem. 
6 And all those about them encouraged them with articles of 
silver; with gold, with goods, with cattle, and with valuables, 
aside from all that was given as a freewill offering. 
7 Also King Cyrus brought out the articles of the of 
Lord, which Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from 
Jerusalem and in the of his gods; 
8 and Cyrus, king of Persia, had them brought out by the 
hand of Mithredath the treasurer; and he counted them out to 

prince of Judah . 
9 Now this was their number: 30 gold dishes, 1,000 silver 
dishes, 29 duplicates; 
10 30 gold 410 silver bowls of a second kind, and 
1,000 other articles. 
11 All the articles of gold and silver numbered 5,400. 

brought them all up with exiles who went 
from Babylon to Jerusalem. 

presen 
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Pray daily for our church as we 
make VISION 2000 a reality. 

I The Context 
l. World Powers 

1) Assyrian (Shalmaneser III) 
745 - 608 B.C. 

2) Babylonian Sovereignty (Nebuchadnezzar) 
608 - 538 

3) Persian Sovereignty (Cyrus) 
- 330 B.C . . 

2. Israel's Return to Jerusalem 
l) Zerubbabel - 538 
2) Ezra - 456 
3) Nehemiah - 444 

God works through secular and religious 
powers. 

II. The Characters 
1. Zerubbabel 
2. Ezra 
-Lesson: God people with different gifts 

to carry out His work. 

III. The Company 
Ezra 2:64 "The whole assembly numbered 42,360." 
l. Their relation to the past 
2. Their relation to the future 
-I&.s.sml: We are indebted to the past and responsible 

for the future. 

rv. The Celebration 
3:11-12 ''And they sang, praising and giving thanks to 

the Lord, saying, "For He is good, for His lovingkindness is 
upon Israel forever. " And all the people shouted with a great 
shout when they praised the Lord because the foundation of 
the house of the Lord was laid. Yet many of the priests and 
Levites and heads of fathers' households, the old men who 
had seen the first temple, wept with a loud voice when the 
foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, while 
many shouted aloud for joy. 

1. Joy - VS. 11 
2. Sadness - vs. 12 
-Lesson: Choices have consequences. 

Failure is not final. 

The Lord's Supper 
will be observed on 

, Sunday, August 18 

1 
during the 

Worship Service 

I 



Joan Brinson 

August 13 
Harry Elam 

August 14 
Galen Bradford 
Sherri Cobb 
J.C. Davis 

August 15 
Francis Jones 

August 16 
LaJoy Landers 

August 17 
Joyce Broman 
Arlene Cobb 
James Corbett 
Alvin Gary 
Kathy Kirkland 

Don Beall, Washington 
Chet Cantrell, Illinois 

ttenry Lancaster 
Heather Wolsey 

Albenia Karstedt 

Jack Wakefield 
Beverly Williams 

Frances Medford 

Craig Knappe 
Kindra Lane 
Nancy Mcclanahan 
Roy Terry 
Ruth Waldrep 

Rebecca (Mrs. Howard III) Craig, Thailand 
David Crane, Kenya 
Billie (Mrs. Donny) Dixon, Brazil 

1 

Richard Folkerth, Jr., Coop. Services lnt'l Central 
Mike Gilchrist, Jr., St. Vincent 
Russell Herrington, El Paso Baptist Publishing House 
Jean (Mrs. Gene) Phillips, Zimbabwe 
Robby Pitt, Virginia 
Heath Powers, Cooperative Services Int'l East Asia 
Laveta (Mrs. William) Sergeant, Taiwan 
Mary Stampley, Philippines 
Ramona (Mrs. Steve) Walker, California 
Luther Williams, Brazil 
Bert (Mrs. Jack) Yates, Kenya 
RETIRED: 
McDuffie Bowen, Mississippi 
Jean (Mrs. Marvin) Fitts, Mexico 
Jimmy Foster,, Suriname 
Juana Garcia, U.S. 

· Judith (Mrs. Byron) Lutz, Canada 
Betty Joyce (Mrs. L. Ray) New Mexico 
Harry Raley, Taiwan · 

BUS DRIVERS NEEDED 

Applications are being accepted for volunteer, qualified, 
safe drivers for the bus ministry on Sunday mornings 
from 8:00 to 8:45 a.m. and 11 :30 a.m. to 12: 15 p.m. To 
be qualified, drivers must be over 25 years of age and 
have their Commercial Drivers' License ( or be willing to 
get one). Please call Mary Ann Pape or Nancy Young in 
the church office at 655-4101. The children and others 
need you to help. Terms are one year, one month at a 
time or once a month (if enough drivers participate). 

Ruth Clark Clark's matbi.r) 

MEDICAL 
315 Margaret Newlin 

ST, JOHN'S CAMPUS 
236 Lorene Hendricks (Vicky Gray's grandmother) · 

ER 

Jesse Beam (Vicky Trusdle's father) 
Velma Bearden (Friend of Wayne & Barbara Merrill) 
Glenn Bland (Jim Clemons' cousin) 
Bob from Grape Creek (Prayer Line) 
Richie Bryan 
Houston & Evelyn Burk (Shirley Heyman's brother) 
Myrle Cameron 
Esther B. Campbell 
Aubrey Chandler 
A daughter (Prayer Line) 
C. J. DiGristine & family 
Dr. & Mrs. Escal Duke 
Carlene Fields 
Dorothy Gibbs 
Kendra Gordon's grandparents (Prayer Line) 
Government Officials 
Judith Hawkins County Clerk 
Tony & Denyse Hines (Missionaries in Sirnfcropol, Ukraine) 
Marie Hoover 
George Jackson 
Jerry Jennison & family 
Jesus Video Project 
Mary Lou Kirkland (mother of Cleve Kirkland) 
Dale & Kimberly Ledbetter (Missionaries in Ukraine) 
Ray Lugo 
A man with drinking problem (Prayer Line) 
Ed McDonald 
Karl McKinney 
Dale Miller 
Mission San Angelo 
James Moore (father of Mary Ann Pape) 
Joe Munoz (SAISD President) 
Todd & Tammy Northcutt (cousin of Deanna Bouillon) 
Mary Nell Reasoner 
Renea (Prayer Line 
Ina Rhodes (Chet Gillett's step-mother) 
Alyne Rodgers 
Glenn Roenfeldt 
Garth Slate (brother of Kenneth Slate) 
Richard & Mandy Sosa 
Sunday School Teacher Enlistment 
Lee Surber 
Max & Karen Surber 
VISION 2000 
Jim Womack (Jo Scaggs' nephew) 
Ronny & Kay Woods (brother-in-law and sister of Mary 

Ann Pape) 
Yalta Baptist Church Benjamin Yukhimets 




