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( II THE LIFE THAT WINS II) 

A LIFE THAT BEARS GOD'S NAME HONORABLY 

Scripture: Exodus 20:7 · 

INTRO: "A HIGH OF RELIGIOUS COMMITMENT WILL 
NOT BREED A LOW TOWARD THE NAME OF THE 
LORD. THE NAME OF GOD CANNOT BE TAKEN INTO TH · 
PITS OF FILTH AND DISREPUTE AND RETAIN THE SAME 
SENSE OF WONDER AND CHARM THAT IT OUGHT TO 
EXERCISE OVER OUR LIVES. 

NO MAN DAMN THE NAME OF GOD, REDUCE 
CHRIST TO THE LEVEL OF FOUR-LETTER VULGARITIES 

AND EXPECT HIS RELIGIOUS LIFE TO BE UNMARRED. 
A MATTER OF FACT, THE MOST SERIOUS EFFECT OF PRO-
FANITY IS NOT UPON GOD AT ALL. HE REMAINS UN
MOVED AND UNTOUCHED BY THE TRIFLING MISUSE OF 
HIS NAME. 

THE INDIVIDUAL WHO TRIFLES WITH THE NAME O F 
GOD IS THE ONE WHO EVENTUALLY MUST BEAR THE ILL 
EFFECTS WHICH HIS THOUGHTLESS WORDS HAVE 
CONCEIVED> IN SMUDGING THE NAME OF THE LORD , 
MAN LEAVES AN INDELIBLE STREAK UPON HIS OWN LIFE, 
AS WELL AS HIS COMMUNION WITH THE 
L . '. Honeycutt p. 40) 

HE WILL NEVER KNOW THE JOY OF VICTORIOUS 
CHRISTIAN LIVING. FOR THE LIFE THAT IS THE 
LIFE BEARS GOD'S NAME HONORABLY! 

The Life That Bears God's Name Honorably: 

I. ACKNOWLEDGES THE SIGNIFICANCE OF AM E 
- -vs. 7 "Thou shalt not take the • • • " 

What's in a name? Perhaps very little 
FOR US, but a great deal for the Hebrew mind . 
Today, a name is no more than a means of dis-
tinguishing between one person a nd a nother. In 
Israel, however, one I s name meant something fa r 



more significant. It summed up the essence of the 
person. To use another ' s name improperly was to 
show open contempt for that person. 

Because the Lord is Present in His Name 
-- LLUS: After Jacob had obtained Isaac's blessing 1 

,Esau responded, "Is he not -rightly named Jacob? 
For has suppl anted me these two times." 
("Jacob" means "supplanter"}. His name summec 
up the essence personality. Later, at 
the ford of the River Jabbok, Jacob had a life
changing encounter with He was never the 
same person after experience. the 
MAN Jacob was changed, the NAME was changed 
from "Jacob," to "Israel," "one whc 
strives with God." Thus his. name expressed his 
very person and presence. 

exam !es : Isaiah -- "salvation is of 
the Lord." Jeremiah.-- "the Lord hurls. 11 

Malachi -- "my messenger." Jesus "ye shall 
I his name for he shall save his 

I \ sins." 

2. 

J.-4 ;:r:; 

-
Both our life and our must say 

"Hallowed be thy name" even as our Saviour 
taught us to pray • 

--Bridge Sentence : Other nations had their idols. 
had the Lord Is name. 

Be'cause the i s Reyealedby His Name 
--NOTE: God reveals himself not in graven images 

but in his name, Thus, to violate the name is to 
violate the Lord. 

In calling Israel out of Egypt God reveale 
his name--"The Lord." In revealing his "name" 



he revealed himself. 
--ILLUS: You may discuss in detail a business 

arrangement the phone but it cannot be 
closed until you give your name and thus 
reveal who you are • 

to 1abuse the name of the Lord 
is to show contemptuous disrespect for the 
irevelation of 

II. ABSTAINS FROM PROFANING AME 
--vs. 

egesis: This word means "a vacuum, nothing, 
hol ow, vacant." Used in 52 Old Testament verses, 

23 verses it means "nothingness, or purposeless
ness;" i e. "except-the Lord build the house, they 
labor in vain." (Ps. 127:1). In 24 verses it means 
11 emptiness of speech." In 5 verses it refers to 
11worthless 11 men. in every usage it Convey s the 

of 11 emptiness and purposelessness." 
1 . Through 

(1) [n form of profanity 
--Note: The Bible teaches that it is a s i n 

t use profanity. In fac t, 
the Bible not only sinful but 
abnormal and inconsistent! 

s :9-12 "Therewith bless we God, 
even the Father; and therewith curse we 

which are made the similitude 
Of God. 
"Out of the saine mouth proceedeth bless
ing and cursing. these 
things ought not so to be. 
"Doth a fountain send forth at the same 
place sweet and bitter? 
"Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear 
berries? · either a vine, figs? 
fountain both yield salt water and fresh . " 

PLY: And the truth is Christians 
bless God and curse men with the same 

lips! 



--ILLUS· 

As the one who c a me to the fountain 
expecting it to be refreshing but found it 
to be revolting, I expected clean 
water--something better from this man, but 
he gave me a mouthful of muck! 

(2) In form of patter . 
--Matt. 6:7 "But when ye pray, use not vain 

repetitions, as the do; for they 
think that they shall be heard for their 
much speaking. " 

--Exegesis: The s e are they who use God's 
name glibly or mechanically. The Lord' s 
name is from the "lips," not the 
"h_eart." i.e. "God bless you ," "The Lord 

with you." "Blessed be his name." 
and living the 
of God, 

--James 2:15-16 "If be 
naked, and destitute of daily food, and one 
of you say unto Depart in peace 
(God's peace be you) , be ye warmed 
and filled ! notwithstanding ye give them 
not those things which are needful to the 

,,, body; what doth it profit?" 
2 , Through 

--Bridge Sentence: But if at times our concern may 
be that we say the wrong thing, at other times 
our concern should be that we say nothing at all 



3. 

ou may recall the miracle our 
Lord performed on the man of whom we read,) 
"Jesus was casting out a devil and it was dumb; 
and it came to pass when the devil was gone out 
that the man spoke. 11 

If I should ask you, "Are you possessed 
of a devil?" You would say, "Of course not! 11 -

Are you possessed of a devil and 
it is dumb? Has the devil managed to silence 
your lips?--You, ·a "Christian," failing to share 
your Lord's name--the name that you bear? If 

you are profaning the name thru 
silence! 

Sentence: The name of God is profaned 
when without submission of life to 
all and demands. 

,(1) In words 
If in the sanctuary we say, "Our 

Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy· be 
done," and after uttering these words pass 
out into every-day life without hallowing 

' his name, without seeking his Kingdom, 
without doing his we are guilty 
of the Lord's name, of 
it in vain! "In the last analysis , the 
blasphemy of the sanctuary is more danger
ous than the blasphemy of the slum! 11 

(88-g GC-7) 
(2) In life 

--.vs. 7a "Thou shalt not take" = "Pick up 
and carry along" the name of the Lord. 

When a woman marries, she takes 
her husband I s name and carries it thru 
life. But if she is not faithful to her hu 
she may still carry his name she is 
carrying it in vain! "Christian. " 

--Question: Did you know there is a place in 
the Bible where God says He hates for peoplE 
to worship? 



4. 

I 
I 

--Isaiah 1 :14a "Your new moons and your 
appointed feasts my soul hateth." 

--Exegesis: To whom was God speaking--a 
group of heathen, pagan, godless people? 
Not at all! He was speaking to "church 
going" people who came regularly to the 
Temple to worship. Each week they would 
worship and then return to the world and 
live godless lives the rest of the week. 
God wa s saying , "If I can't have your life, 
I don't want your gift. If I can't have your 
allegiance six days, I don 1t want your 
presence for one day." I 

Whi1e keeping the "Lord's Day" they 
were profaning the "Lord's name" thru the 
insincerit lives. _ 

--APPLY: When a man joins a church as a 
part of his social heritage or because of 
personal and business advantages, his 
identification with Christ is purposeless 

--Luke 9:26 '1 For whosoever shall be ashamed of 
me and my words, of him shall the of man 

ashamed, when shall come in his own 
glory ••• " 

-::me gesis: "Since God's name is worth honoring, 
it should be worn with pride. Every Chri s tian 
is tempted at one time or another to conceal 
his spiritual identity; to do so is the equivalent 
of I signing the register under a fictitious 
name.'" (C.A. p. 45) 

Too often there is a difference between 
what people are from us, and what 

are experiencing with us. They expected 
I . , 

I::> V . 



I . SIGNIFICANCE OF GOD I S NAME 
II ABSTAINS FROM PROFANING GOD'S NAME 

• you to invite them 1 but you didn't. They 
expected you to up for Christ and His 
church 1 and you were ashamed and remained 

They didn't dream tbat you would 
but you did. They didn't think you 

would laugh , but being ashamed not to laugh 1 

you laughe,d louder than all. They thought 'd 
make a protest--but not a word! You profaned 

III. 

the Lord's ashamed of it! 

ABUSING GOD'S NAME 
7b - -vs . 

\ 

A layman, an officer of the church related 
an experience to his pastor that took place at the 
plant where he worked. A worker accidentally 

a vat of hot lead. The lead singed 
the flesh from the man I s side as he fell to the 
The call went out, a doctor; get a doctor! 11 

The man on the floor cried 1 is too late for a 
doctor. Is there anyone who· can tell me about my 
soul? 11 

"Pastor the layman commented, "there were 
three hundred of us ready to help the man with his 
body, but there was no one to help him with his 
soul. 11 

are you saying? 11 replied the 
could have helped him! You didn't have to 

preach. You could have knelt beside him and told 
' ' 
him what the Lord means to you- or you could have 
simply asked him to let you pray. 11 

The layman afraid not. Becau se 
you see, the same man at the iron works that 
I am at the church. Those men down there have 
heard me teach a Sunday school class, or saw me 
take the collection, or heard me pray. But they 

heard swear seen me lose my 
and caught me in moments of 11 

"And I'll confess to you: a dozen times I started 
to kneel beside the man and do just as you said. The 
I saw men who know me as I really am. And my 
life closed my lips . 11 



Here was a man who could not take the name of 
God to a dying friend because he had already taken 
God I s name to his friend in vain. 

PLY: 0, the guilt that haunted this man! He had 
the words of life that his friend needed. But his 
abuse of God's name prohibited his use of God 's 
name. His life had silenced his lips! 

the guilt of abusing God I s name because 
he failed to bear God I s name honorably. 

CON: God offers himself to you today. Will you honor 
name or will you profane it? 

The noblest manner in which to honor God's is 
to accept God I s Son as your Saviour and proudly bear 
His name forever! __ 

· . · I 
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The Life That Wins 

A Life That Bears God's Name Honorably 

In smudging the name of the Lord, man leaves an 
indelible streak upon his own life, as well as his 

communion with the Lord. 

The Life That Bears God's Name Honora bly: 

1. Acknowledges the Significance of God's Name-vs. 7a 
1. Because the Lord is in His Na me 

2. Because the Lord is by His Name 

II. Abstains From Profaning God's Name-7a " ... in vain." 
1. Through _____ James 3:9-12, Matt.6:7 

2. Through _____ -Luke 11:14 

3. Through _____ 7a "take" 

4 . Through _____ -Luke 9:26 

111. Avoids the Guilt of Abusing God's Name-vs. 7b 

The noblest manner in which to honor God's name is 
to accept God's Son as your Savior and proudly bear 

His name forever! 
I•••••••••••••••• • • •"••• • I • •• I•• • •• ••I•• 




