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("THE LIFE WINS 11) 

A LIFE OF SELF-CONTROL 

Scripture: Exodus 20:17 

INTRO: COVETOUSNESS, SELDOM DISCUSSED IN THE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL AND RARELY MENTIONED IN THE PULPIT, 
IS NEVERTHELESS THE MOST PREVELANT SIN AMONG US. 
VERY FEW PEOPLE ESCAPE IT, BECAUSE VERY FEW PEOPLE 
ARE IN FULL 00NTROL OF THEIR DESIRES. 

MEN AND WOMEN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND CHILDREN WHO 
WOULD NEVER DREAM OF TAKING GOD'S NAME IN VAIN, 
OR DESECRATING THE LORD'S DAY, OR STEALING, OR 
LYING, OR COMMITTING ADULTERY, OR KILLING, 
NEVERTHELESS FALL EASY PREY TO THE SIN OF THE 
UNCONTROLLED DESIRE OF COVETOUSNESS. 

COVETOUSNESS IS THE VICE OF THE RICH AND THE 
POOR, THE YOUNG AND THE OLD, THE EDUCATED AND THE 
UNEDUCATED. IT IS NO RESPECTOR OF AGE, OR CLASS, OR 
COLOR, OR RACE, OR NATIONAL ORIGIN. IT WILL ROB 
FROM ALL WHO WILL PERMIT IT 11 THE LIFE THAT WINS • 11 

BECAUSE DESIRE LEADS NOT ONLY TO PLEASURE BUT 
OFTEN TO PAIN, WE ARE FACED WITH THE FACT THAT THE 
LIFE THAT WINS IS A LIFE OF SELF-CONTROL--A LIFE FREE 
OF COVETOUSNESS. 

I. DESCRIPTION OF COVETOUSNESS 
--NOTE: The wora "covet " has more than one meaning. 

There is one sense in which covetousness is alto
gether right and thus permitted; there is another sense 
in which it is altogether wrong and thus prohibited. 

1. Permitted Covetousness 
For the Buddhist, heaven is the ce ssation 

of all desires. But to us, such a condition would 
not be heaven at all--it would be a cemetery! 
There are certain values that we have a perfect 
right to desire for they are permitted--even 
encouraged. Without desires no one would have 
any ambition, we would not work , w e would not 
make progress. 



- -BIBLE EXAMPLES: I eter "Desire the sincere 
milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby. 11 

Heb . 11:16 "But now they desire a b_etter country ... " 
I Tim. 3 :1 "This is a a man desire 
the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. 111 

Psalm 73:25b "There is none upon earth that I 
desire beside thee." 

(1) opportunity to work 
--NOTE: Every man has the right to covet an 

opportunity to work. No man can live a rich 
and full life who is idle, whether his idleness 
is born of laziness or lack of opportunity. To 
work is godlike. Jesus said, "My Father 
worketh even until now, and I work. " 

, Every man has the right to work at a wage 

and him dignity and 
oppo y o prov1 e or 1s own • 

(2) The opportunity to equip yourself to do his work 
--NOTE: The person who covets knowledge is 

justified in so doing. 
The realization of your best possibilities as a 

.- · Christian 
--I Cor. 12 :3la "But covet the best gifts." 
--NOTE: You have the right to desire to be your 

best as well as to do your best. For Jesus 
said, "Blessed are they that do hunger and 
thirst after righteousness." 

--BRIDGE SENTENCE: Not only is it right for us to 
covet in this manner, but to fail to do so is a 
mark of moral and spiritual sickness, if not of 
positive death. Thus--whether or not desire 
or covetousness is evil must be determined in 
light of action it will likely precipitate. 

2. Prohibited Covetousness 
--Exodus 20:17a "Thou shalt not covet." 
--EXEGESIS: All the former commandments have forbidden 

overt acts. To disobey any of these i s sooner or later 
to be detected by one's fellow-men. This final 
commandment utters it I s solemn warning against sin 
in the inner and hidden life. This commandment may be 
broken without the knowledge of any human being. 



BUT--sooner or later this also reveal itself in some 
overt act--and lies the importance of this 10th 
Commandment! 

--APPLY: Prohibited covetousness says, "I am thinking of 
myself and of what I can get," and forgets Christ's 
words, "It is more blessed to give than to receive." 
Prohibited covetousness means "to set the heart on, 
to pant after, to desire to possess" that which is not 
best for us. 

--NOTE: (S.R. Driver, The Book of Exodus, p. 200) says 
this is "the most inward of all the commandments, 
forbidding not an external act but a hidden mental state, 
a state, however, which is the spring and root of 
nearly every sin against a neighbor--the unlawful 
desire for something which is anothers." 

(1) Desire for that to which you have no right 
--Exodus 20:17a "Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's 

house ... " 
--EXEGESIS: This includes the entirety of one's 

family and possessions. The rest of this verse 
simply specifies in detail that which is implied. 
"Nor anything that is thy neighbor's" is added 
lest some values might have been left out. 

--ILLUS: You see a picture in a friend's house, 
admire it, desire it and then purchase one like it. 
The desire in this case is not prohibited covet ous
ness, for it may be satisfied legitimately. It is 
not wrong to desire a wife, a man servant, a maid 
servant, an ox or anything that in itself is right. 
It is wrong to desire any of these when they are 
out of legitimate reach. 

I 

--APPLY: Prohibi covetousnes causes a person 
to want something, not because of what it is, but 
because of whose it is. This makes covetousness 
a game anyone can play. 

Jimmy is playing marbles with Bob. Each 
marble Jimmy knocks out of the ring becomes his . 
As Jimmy continues to win marbles, something 
happens to him! 



More than anything else, he would rather have 
those marbles. Not because they are marbles, but 
rather because they are Bob's marbles. He desires 
them not because of what they are but because of 
whose they 

--ILLUS : You remember Ahab. One day e outed 
into his palace, looking like a spoiled child. He 
flung himself upon his couch and turned his face 
to the wall. What was wrong? He wanted some -1 
thing to which he had no right--he wanted Nabotlis 
vineyard. greed eventually led to falsehood 
and murder. This is prohibited covetousnes s--a 
desire for that to which you have no right! 

(2) Desire for more than you can wisely use 
- -ILLUS: A man who desires more than he can 

wisely use becomes a mere II dog in the 
manger. 11 A dog does not eat hay or oats or 
corn. These are of no value to him. But he 
can sit in the manger and snap and snarl at 
the hungry horses and cattle, and thus prevert 
their eating. Some wealthy men are exactly 
like this. They themselves cannot possibly 
use all they have wisely, but they are 
unwilling to make it of use to others. Their 
ownership, therefore, does not mean so much 
their right to enjoy as their right to keep 
others from enjoying. 

(3) Desire for the secular over the sacred 
--NOTE: Covetousness puts gain above God; 

it is more concerned with material values 
than with spiritual values; it places the 
saving of money above the saving of men. 

- - PPLY: The seriousness of covetousness is 
nowhere so strongly emphasized as in Paul's 
equation of covetousness with idolatry in 
Col. 3:5. It is idolatry because it desires the 
secular over the sacred. 



DESTRUCTIVENESS OF COVETOUSNESS 
--Exodus 20:17 
--NOTE: The rather pragmatic question is asked, 'What 

is so wrong with covetousness?" The writers of the 
Bible condemn it with one voice, but why? They 
condemn it because they have witnessed victims of 
its destructiveness. 

-APPLY: Out of disobedience to this command springs 
sins that break every ot her law inscribed in the 10 
Commandments . Criminal records t estify that in the 
vast majority of cases, unholy desire was the 
inspiration of murder. The look of concupiscence ever 
precedes the act of adultery. is the offspring of 
desire to possess that which is unreachable by lawful 
means. False witnessing is often born of covetous 
aspirations. Thus , the whole realm of human inter
relation is disorganized and broken up by the 
destructiveness of covetousness. 

1. Destroys Contentment 
- -NOTE: Covetousness makes us fretful, feveri sh, 

wretched and discontent. If left unchecked , 
covetousness will not stop until it has utterly 
destroyed even the ability to be content. ! Once 
you allow yourself to desire the wrong things 
continually, there is no stopping place. You 
soon outgrow Jimmy's marbles. You outgrow the 
desire for your neighbor's house or his wife. 
You are ultimately s atisfied with nothing! This 
is the basic cause for the frustration, meaning
lessness, and purposelessness of life today. 
Many have allowed their own covetousness to 
destroy the capacity for contentment. Life is 

1 empty and void of hope and purpose! 
- -ILLUS: So o ften w e are _ like the family in 

California who became weary of the house in 
which they were living. complained about 
all the irrita ting inconveniences which daily 
troubled them. 



In a fit of des air they put the property in the 
hands of a real-est ate agent. Of necessity they 
began reading a dvertisements for a new home. 
Life was really going to be bet ter from now on ! 
One day they came across an ad t hat offered the 
perfect home: grounds, desirable neighbor 
hood, good schools and churches, convenience 
to shopping area, wonderful for c hildren, bound 
to increase in value etc. In a dither of excite
ment, they rang t he number listed, only to le arn 
to their dismay that it was their own home which 
had been described! Even with such a fine 
home they had lost the ability to be content! 

--APPLY: True in ministry too. "A preacher who is 
looking for a 'soft spot' ought t o feel the top of 
his head." 

2 • Destroys Clean Living 
- -NOTE: Covetousness is a fountain from w hich 

flow many poisonous streams. The one who 
violates this rule is likely to violate every other. 
Just as one does not e xpect fre sh water to flow 
from the oce an, neither should one e x pect purity 
of conduct to flow from seas of greed. To a 
great extent, every man eventually becomes like 
his thoughts. Therefore, what you think may 
be even more important than what you do! 

-ILLUS: Many surface sins have t heir roots in 
c ovetousne ss. David's sin with Bathshe ba wa s 
not basically adultery any more than it was 
lying, stealing, and murder--all of which he 
ultimately committed in his experience. 1 avid' s 
sin was covetousness! He did not merely want 
a woman. He wanted a woman who be longed to 
s omeone e lse . The king allowed covetous ness to 
destroy clean living. 

3 Destroys The Appetite for the Best 
- -NOTE: One day Jesus was preaching a marvelous 

s e rmon on the Holy Spirit. But there was one 
man in the audienc e who was n ot in the l east 
inte re ste d. He wondered why the Master did n ot 



come down to earth, and talk about something 
that really counted. At last he could stand it no 
longer. So he broke in with this word: to 
my brother that he divide the inheritance with me. " 
Then Jesus replied, "Take, heed and beware of 
covetousness. 11 It i s a ghastly fact, but covetous
ness does destroy the appetite for the best. All 
the time Chri st was s peaking of eternally significant 
truths, this man set there coveting w hat his brother 
had. about you? 

--APPLY: The best in life is indicated in Pauls arrange
ment of the fruit of the Spirit: "Love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
meekness, self-control. But covetousness will 
destroy the blossom and mar the beauty of t his 

\ 
fair cluster. Instead of love, there will be ha t red; 
instead of joy, sorrow ; instead of pea ce, unrest; 
ins tead of long-suffering, impatience; instead of 

4. 

kindnes s , cruelty; instead of goodness, greed ; 
instead of faithfulness, infidelity ; instead of 
meekness , arrogance; instead of self-control, self 
assurance . Covetousness de stroys e ven t he 
a ppetite for the be st in life! 

Destroys the Inner 
--NOTE: Even tho covetousness le a ds to no deed of 

outward cruelty , it creates an inner rottenness t hat 
destroys the inner man . 

"Be careful what you want, because you 
w i ll probably get it. " How many people do you know 
whose lives ended in despair--not because they 

, failed to get what they wanted in life--but rather 
because they got what they want ed and be came 
disillusione d and discovered that covetousnes s 
ha d destroyed t hei-r inner 

henever a man desires anything, small or 
gre a t , outside the possibility of righteousness , he 
is in the grip of a fever which will destroy him 
unless it be quenched! 



--ILLUS: (Charles Allen, God's Psychiatry) 
"No matter how much one gets, he's always 
discontented, and, eventually, after covet ousnes : 
drives him unmercifully through life, it kills him 
and leaves him with nothing." Like some 

, corrosive acid within, envy eats away at the life 
/ center of its victim and in time destroys the 

inner man! 
5. Destroys Harmony 

(1) With Chri st 
--NOTE: Covetousness is an essential 

unwillingness to trust the Lord. Again and 
again the Bible reminds us that the Lord will 
meet our needs. Basicly, covetousness i s 
a faithless attitude towards Christ which 
makes harmony with Christ impossible. It 
proves that the soul is out of harmony with 
Christ and dis satisfied with him. Thus this 
sin results in the breaking of the first 4 
commandments relating to God. 

(2) With fellow-christians 
--NOTE: Covetousness is even found in the 

ranks of Christians--it is sad, but often 
true! It has plagued the fellowship of 
believers from the time of Paul. Paul's 
w arning to the Galatians has a disturbing 
note of relevance for our own day. "If you 
bite -and devour one another take heed that 
you are not consumed by one another." It 
i s a sad day in the Kingdom of God when 
members of Christ's church can be character
ized by terms drawn from a dog fight--"bite 
and devour one another! " 

-ILLUS: The re sponse of the worshipers of 
Diana to Paul is all too often an apt descrip
tion of many a church business meeting 
"Some therefore cried one thing, and some 
another: for the assembly was confused; and 
the more part knew not wherefore they 
come together. " 



6. Destroys Respect for Others 
Far too many assume that life is tailor

made for them and that others can make the best 
of whatever may be left. Such an view 
of life places one's self on the top and other always 
on the bottom. Biblical religion knows nothing of a 
life of unconcern for the welfare of others. One 
seriously questions whether those who have no 
respect for another whom they have seen, can have 
any respect for God whom they have not seen. 

--APPLY: Covetousness allows no room for generous 
consideration of others. It begrudges what others 
have without stopping to consider what others 
have sacrificed to gain what they have. It seeks 
to employ another at the lowest possible salary 
while insisting on fare wages for itself. It resents 
the fact that anyone else makes a larger salary 
even tho the other person may have a superior 
education or the position may merit more pay. 
It is both communistic and capitalistic. Communis
tic where others are concerned in that "No one 
ought to make more money than I." -- Capitalistic 
where self is concerned in that "I ought to make 
more money than others.'' It's spirit is expressed 
well in the prayer of the sincere but unlearned 
rural deacon, who when praying for his new pastor 

"Lord you keep him humble and we'll keep 
oor ! " 

III. DEFEAT OF COVETOUSNESS 
---Exodus 20:17 (But how does one defeat it?) 
--NOTE: I do not know at what level you are dealing with 

covetousness. But that you are being confronted with 
the problem at some stage is ' a certaint_y,! Your desires 
are geared to your possibilities. Marbles were possible 
or 1mmy w en a million dollars was not. When a 

million dollars becomes possible, Jimmy will no longer 
find marbles a problem. 



. Whatever your mind can conceive and your heart 
yearns after, that becomes your potential for covetous
ness. The question is, "How does one defeat 
covetousness in his life? " It is certain you cannot 
rid yourself of desire. There are two alternatives: 
First, you can go on coveting for yourself, yourself. 
You can seek no help from above. Obviously, this is 
a dangerous gamble. The longer you want something, 
the harder it is to tum back. The day comes when you 

n 't u ack Second, you can let God help you 
learn to want the right things . This is what religion 
is all about. Religion is not basically a confession, 
it is a surrender, a conversion. 

1. Conversion 
--NOTE: Since covetousness is a thing of the 

inner life, the supreme need is to be set right 
within A sure way t o victory is the way of 
convers ion. Paul, having put his life in the hands 
of his Lord, declared that it was God that worked 
within him, both to will and to do. God enabled 
him to make right decision and to have right desires. 
When one loves the Lord with all of his being, he 
will not spend hours of the day or night scheming 
against his neighbor and coveting his possessions. 

--APPLY: Surely this last commandment must bring 
every soul who honestly faces it into the place of 
conviction of sin and to a sense of utter helplessnes 
It may be that some have passed thru the examina
tion of all the foregoin g commandments with some 
measure of self-respect still left, with some con
sciousness that they have not greatly sinned. But 
who at the last can stand in the light of this quick 
and powerful word, and claim to be guiltless? The 
study of the 10 Commandments must therefore be 
closed a confession of hopelessness. It may 
be possible for men so to live as to escape the 
detection of their fe llow men, but when God speaks 
to them in the secret stillness of the inner chamber 
of their being the arresting word, "Thou shalt not 
covet," and when Jesus adds, "Every one that 



looketh ... hath .•• already in his heart, " we 
' bow our heads in the dust and say, "We have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of God." The 
commandments utter a sentence of death--were it 
not for the Cross of Christ and the conversion it 

Sa- .. 

2. Concentration On the Constructive 
--Col. 3 :2 "Set your affection on things above, not 

on things on the earth. 
--NOTE: How does one root out of his life wrong 

desire? By filling life with right desires. The 
best summary of the 10 Commandments is the one 
Jesus gave: "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart . • • soul ••• mind ... and thy 
neighbor as thyself." Get something into your 
mind greater than yourself. In so doing you 
lose yourself. Instead of making ourselves 
miserable by what we do not have, we begin to 
gain the blessed t hrill of giving what we can give. 

3. Contentment 
--Phil. 4:llb "For I have learned, in whatsoever 

state I am, therewith to be content. 11 

--EXEGESIS: 11 How did Paul attain such contentment? 
"Not in a moment. He learned it thru long 
discipline · and in the fellowship of Jesus Christ. 
"What did Paul mean by this? Not contentment 
with the world; not indifference to human need, 

and injustice; not contentment with himself 
But contentment with the direction of his life, 
and with his simple belief that the one directing 
it always knows what is best for us. 

CON: As a young man, Dr. A. J. Cronin was in charge 
of a small hospital. One evening he performed 
an emergency operation on a little boy. It was 
a very delicate operation, and the doctor felt 
great relief when the little fellow breathed freely 
after it was over. He gave orders to the young ·. 
nurse and went home filled with gratitude for the 
success. Late that night came a frantic call for 
the doctor. Everything had gone wrong, and the 



child was in desperate condition. When Dr. C onin . 
got to the bedside the boy was dead. 

The nurse had become frightened and had neglected 
her duty. Dr. Cronin decided she should not be 
trusted again, and he wrote a letter to the board of 
health which would end her career as a nurse. He called 
her in and read the letter to her. She listened in shame 
and misery, saying nothing. Finally, Dr. Cronin asked, 
"Have you nothing to say?" She shook her head. She 
had no excuse to offer. Then she did speak, and this 
is what she said, "Give me another chance." 

God gave us these ten rules to live by. Surely His 
heart has been again and again we violated 
them. We stand before Him in shame and misery, 
condemned without excuse. Not because we deserve it, 
but because of His infinite mercy, gives us another 
chance. "For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16) 

If you have not broken one of God's commandments, 
I suppose you do not need the Saviour. But is there 
one among us who is innocent? We can only sing: 
"Just as I am, without one plea, but that Thy blood was 
shed for me." And as we look to the future we triumphant 
say with the Apostle, "I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me" (Philippians 4:13). Through 
faith in Christ and obedience to His will our sins are 
forgiven and we have strength to live "The Life That 
Wins!" 
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not covet your neighbor's house. 
Do not covet your neighbor's wife, 
male or female servant, ox or 
or anything else your owns." 

LIFE THAT WINS 11 ) 

A LIFE OF SELF-CONTROL 

Scripture: Exodus 20:17 

INTRO: COVETOUSNESS, SELDOM DISCUSSED IN THE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL AND RARELY MENTIONED IN THE PULPIT, 
IS NEVERTHELESS THE MOST PREVALENT SIN AMONG US. 
VERY FEW PEOPLE ESCAPE IT, BECAUSE VERY FEW PEOPLE 
ARE IN FULL CONTROL OF THEIR DESIRES. 

MEN AND WOMEN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND CHILDREN 
WOULD NEVER DREAM OF TAKING GOD' s NAME IN 

VAIN, OR DESECRATING THE LORD'S DAY, OR STEALING,OR 
LYING, OR COMMITTING ADULTERY, OR KILLING, 
NEVERTHELESS FALL EASY PREY TO THE SIN OF 
UNCONTROLLED DESIRE OF COVETOUSNESS. 

COVETOUSNESS IS THE VICE OF THE RICH AND THE 
POOR, THE YO.UNG AND THE OLD, THE EDUCATED AND 
THE UNEDUCATED . IT IS NO RESPECTOR OF AGE, OR 
CLASS, OR COLOR, OR RACE, OR NATIONAL ORIGIN. IT 
WILL WHO WILL PERM IT IT LIFE THAT 
WINS. II 

BECAUSE DESIRE LEADS NOT ONLY TO PLEASURE, BUT 
OFTEN TO PAIN, WE ARE FACED WITH THE FACT THAT THE 
LIFE THAT WINS IS A LIFE OF SELF- CONTROL -- A LIFE 
FREE OF COVETOUSNESS. 

I. DESCRIPTION OF. COVETOUSNESS 
- -NOTE: The word "covet" has more than on e meaning . 

There is one sense in which covetousne s s i s a lto
gether right and thus permitted; there is another sense 
in which it is altogether wrong and thus prohi bited. 

1. Permitted Covetousness 
--NOTE: For the Buddhist, heaven is the ce ssat ion 

of all desires. But to us, such a condition would 
not be heav en all--it would be a cemete ry! 

There are certain that we have a perfe ct 
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right to desire for they are permitted--even 
encouraged. Without desires no one would have 
any ambition, we would we would not 
make progress. 

--BIBLE EXAMPLES : !Peter 2:2b "Desire the sincere 
milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby. 11 

Heb . 11: 16 11 But now they de sire a better country ... 
!Tim . 3: 1 i s a true saying, 1 If a man desire 
the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. 
Psalm 73 :2 Sb "There is none upon earth that I 
desire beside thee. 11 

The realization of your best possibili ies as a 
Christian . 

- - I Cor la covet the best gifts. 11 

- -NOTE: You the right to desire to be your 
best as well as to do your best. For Jesus 
said, "Blessed are they that do hunger and 
thirs t after righteousness. 11 

-BRIDGE SENTENCE: Not only is it right for us 
to covet in this manner, but to fail to do s o is 
a mark of moral and_spiritual sickness, 
of positive death. Thus--whether or not desire 

Lor covetousness is evil must be determined in 
precipitate. 

2. Covetousness 
--Exodus 20: 17a "Thou shalt not covet. 11 

--EXEGESIS : All the former commandments have for-
bidden overt acts. To disobey any of these i s soon 
er or later to be detected by one I s fellow men. 
final commandment utters it solemn warning a
gainst sin in the inner and hidden life. This com
mandment may be broken without the knowledge of 
any human being. BUT--sooner or also 
will reveal itself in some overt act--and therein 
lies the importance of this 10th Commandment! 

: Prohibited covetousness says, "I am 
thinking of myself and of what I c an get , 11 and 
forgets Christ's words, "It is more bl essed to give 
than to receive." !Prohibited covetousness means 

set the heart on, to pant after, to desire to 
··• vu 

I 
· -,v, L·le. 



possess" that which is not best for us. 
--N TE: (S.R.Driver, The Book of Exodus, p.200) 

says this is most inward of all the command
ments, forbidding not an external' act but a hidden 
mental state, a state, however, which is the spring 
and root of nearly every sin against a neighbor--
the unlawful desire for something which is anothers 

(1) Desire for that o which you have no right 
20: 17a shalt not covet 

neighbor's house ... 
--ILLUS: You see a picture in a friend's house, 

admire it, desire it and then purchase one like 
it. The de sire in this case is not prohibited 
covetousness, for it may be satisfied legiti
mately. is not wrong to a wife, a 
man servant, a maid servant, an ox or any
thing that in itself is :.right. It is wrong to 
desire any of these when they are out of legi-
timate reach. 

Prohibited covetousness causes a 
person to want something, not because of what 
it is, but because of whose it is . This makes 
covetousness a game anyone can play. 

Jimmy is laying marbles with Bob. Each 
marble Jimmy knocks out of the ring becomes 
his . As Jimmy continues to win marbles, some
thing happens to him! More than anything 
else, he would rather have those marbles. Not 
because they are marbles, but rather because 
they are marbles. He desires them not 
because of what hey are but because of 

-

whose they are. 
(2) Des ire for more than wi sely use 

- -ILLUS : h d ·res more than he can 
wisely use becomes a mere in the manger . 
A dog does not eat hay or oats or corn. These 
are of no value to him. But he can sit in the 
manger and snap and snarl at the hungry 
horses and cattle, and thus prevent their ea tin _ 
Some wealthy men are exactly like this. They 

themselves cannot pos sibly use all they have 
3 
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(3) 

ro-.z:r» 
wisely, but they are unwilling to make it of use 
to others . Their ownershi p, therefore , does 
not mean so much their right to enjoy 

to keep others from enjoying. 
Desire for the secular over the sacred ' ' · 

--NOTE: Covetousness puts gain above it is 
more concerned with material values than with 
spiritual values; it places the saving of money 
above the saving of men 

The seriousness of vetousness is 
nowhere so strongly emphasized as in Paul's 
equation of covetousness with idolatry in Col. 
3 :5. It is idolatry because it desires the secu-
lar over the sacred. 

II. DESTRUCTIVENESS OF COVETOUSNESS 
20:17 

--NOTE: The rather pragmatic question is asked, 11 What 
is so wrong with covetousness?" The writers of the 
Bible condemn it with one voice, but why? They con
demn it because they have witnessed victims of its 

. Destroys Contentment 

- - ILL US : So often we a re like the family in California 
who became weary of the house in which they were 
living. They complained about the irritating 
inconveniences which daily troubled them. In a, fit 
o f despair they put the property in the hands of a 
real estate agent. Of necessity they began reading 
advertisements for a new home. was really 
going to be better from now on! 

One d ay they came across an ad that offered the 
perfect home: fine grounds , desirable 
good and churches , convenience to shopping 
area, wonderful bound to i ncrease in 

etc. In a dither of excitement, they rang 

the number listed, only to learn to their dismay that 
4, 



it was their own home which had been described! 
Even w :th such a fine home they had lost the a bility 

be content! !; 
· -a. . 

--APPLY: True in ministry t . p eacher who 1s 

5. Destroys Harmony 
(1) With Christ 

--NOTE: Covetousness is an essential unwil
lingness to trust the Lord. Again and again 
the Bible re minds us that the Lord will meet 
our needs. Basically, covetousness is a 
faithless attitude towards Christ whic h 
harmony with Christ impossible. It proves 
that the soul is out of harmony with Christ 
and dissatisfied with him. this sin 
results in the breaking of the first 4 c ommand· 

looking for a spot' ought to feel 
his 11 fd 

2. estroys Cl ean Liy ing 
Covetousness is a fountain from which flow 

many poisonous streams . one who violates 
this rule likely to violate every other. 

sin wa.s covetousness I He did not 
merely want a woman. He wanted a woman who be
longed to someone else. allowed covet
ousne ss to destroy clean liv ing . 

\ 3. Destroys the For The Best 
--NOTE: One day Jesus was reaching a marvelous 

on the Holy Spirit. But there was one man 
in the audience who wa s not in the least interested. 
He wondered why the Master did not come down to 
earth a nd talk a bout some thing that really counted· 
At last he could no longer. So he broke in 
with this word: "Speak to my he divide 
the inheritance with me." Then Jesus replied, 
"Take heed and beware of covetousness . "· It is a 
ghastly fact, but covetousness does destroy the 
appetite for the best . All the time Christ was 
speaking of eternally significant truths, thi s man . 
sat there coveting what his brother had . 

estroys the Inner Man 
NOTE: Even though to no deed 

cruelty, it creates an rotreooess 
that destroys the man. 

--APPLY: careful what you want, because you 
will probably get it." How many eople do you 
know whose lives ended in despair--not because 
they failed to get what they wanted in life--but 

(2) 
ments rel ating to God. 
With fellow Christians 

--NOTE: Covetousness is even found in the 
ranks of Christians--it is sad, but often true! 
It has plagued the fellowship of believers 
from time of Paul. Paul's warning to the 
Galatians has a disturbing note of relevance 
for our own day. "If you bite and devour one 
another take heed that you are not consumed 
by one another. " It is a sad day in the King 
dom of God when members of Chri st's church 
can be chara.cterized by terms drawn from a 
dog fight--"bite arid devour one another!" 

Respect For Others ·-
too many assume that i s tailor

made for them and that others can make the best 
of whatever ma be left. 

- -APPLY: Covetousness allows no room for generous 
onside.ration of others. It begrudges others 

:without stopping to consider what others 
have sacrificed to ga.in what they ha ve . {It 

rather because they got what they wanted and 
c ame disillusioned and discovered that covetous
ness had destroyed their inner person ? 

e . another poss ible 
while insisting on fare t 
the fact that anyone else makes a larger salary 
even though the other person may have a superior 
education or the position may merit more pay. 

••' 
III. EFEAT OF CO'\lETOUSNESS 

20:17 (But how does one defeat it ? ) 



--NOTE: I do not know at what level you are dealing with 
covetousness. But that you are being confronted with 
the problem at some stage is a certainty! 

'fl'l'L:X' I 

The question is, 11 How does one defeat 
in his 11 It is certain you cannot rid yourself of 1 

\ 

desire. There are two alternatives: First , you can go 
on coveting for yourself, yourself. Second, you can 
let God help you learn to want the right things. This is 
what religion is all about. Religion is not basically a 
confession, it is a surrender, conversion. 

1. Conversion 
--NOTE: i 

the supreme need is to be set right within. 

have right desires. When aoe l aves the wi th 
of his being , he will not s pend hours of the day 

or night scheming against his neighbor and coveting 
his possess.ions. 

2 . On the Constructive 
--Col. 3:2 "Set your affection on things above, not 

on things on the earth. 
--NOTE: How does one of his life 

By fillina his life with right desires. he -best summary of the 10 Commandments is the one 
Jesus gave: 11 Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart ... ... mind . . . and thy neighbor· 
as thyself." Get something into your mind greater 
than yourself. In so doing you lose yourself. Instead 
of making ourselves miserable what we do not 
have, we begin to gain the blessed thrill of giving 
what we can give. 

3 . 
--Phil.4:llb "For I in whatsoever state 

I am, therewith to be content." 
--EXEGESIS: did Pa ul attain sucfi contentment ?" 

,,. 



"Not in a moment. He learned it through long 
disciplineand in the fellowship of Jesus Christ. 
'What did Paul by 11 Not contentment 

with the world; not indifference to human need, 
cruelty and injustice; not contentment with himself. 
But contentment with the direction of his life, 
and with his simple belief that the one directing 
it always·· knows what is best for us. 

CON: As a young man, Dr. A.J.Cronin was in charge, 
of a small hospital. One evening he performed an emer
gency operation on a little boy. It was delicate 
operation, and the doctor felt great relief when the little 
fellow breathed freely after it was over. He gave 
orders to the young nurse and went home filled with 
gratitude for the success. Late that night came a 
frantic call for the doctor. Everything had gone wrong, 
and the child was in desperate condition . When Dr. 
Cronin got to the bedside the boy was dead. 

The nurse had become ghtened and had neglected 
her duty. Dr. Cronin decided she should not be trusted 
again , and he wrote a letter to the board of health 
which would end her career as a nurse. He called her 
in and read the letter to her. She listened in shame 

misery, saying nothing. Finally, Dr. Cronin asked 
11 Have you nothing to say? She shook her head. She 
had no excuse to offer. Then she did speak, and this 
is what she said , 11 Give me another chance. 

God gave us t hese ten rules to live by. Surely His 
heart has been grieved as again and again we violated 
them. We stand before Him in shame and misery, con
demned without excuse. Not because we deserve it, 
but because of His infinite mercy, God gives us another 
chance. "For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. 11 (John 3: 1 

If you have not broken one of God I s commandments, 
I suppose you do not need the Saviour. But is there 
one among us who is innocent? We can only sing: 
11 Just as I am, without one plea, but that Thy blood 
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was shed for me. " And as we look to the future we 
triumphantly say wit the Apostle, "I can do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 11 

(Philippians 4: 13) ) Through faith in Christ and obedience 
to His will our sins are forgiven and we have the 
strength to live "The Life That Wins! 11 
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("THE LIFE THAT WINS 11 ) 

A LIFE OF SELF-CONTROL 
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The Life That Wins 

A Life of Self-Control 
Exodus 20:17 

1. Description of Covetousness 

1. Permitted Covetousness 1 Cor. 12:31 

2. Prohibited Covetousness Exodus 20: 17a 

( 1) Desire for that to which have no _ __ _ 

(2) Desire for more than you can wisely ___ _ 

(3) Desire for the over the sacred 

II. Destructiveness of Covetousness Exodus 20: 17 

1. Destroys 

2. Destroys Living 

3 . Destroys the Appetite For the 

4. Destroys the Inner 

5. Destroys For Others 

III. Defeat of Covetousness 

1. Conversion Phil. 2: 13 

2. Concentration On the Col 3:2 

3 . Contentment Phil. 4: 11 b 

God gave us these ten rules to live by. Not because we deserve 
it, but because of His infinite mercy, God gives us another 
chance. 




