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( II THE LIFE THAT WINS II) 

A LIFE OF TRUTHFULNESS 

Scripture: Exodus 20:16 

INTRO: TO SOME THIS IS A RASPING RULE THAT SEEMS 
DOWNRIGHT INSULTING. IT TENDS TO POINT AN ACCUS 
ING FINGER AT US. AND TO SHAKE ITS UGLY FIST IN OUR 
FACES. THIS IS ESPECIALLY TRUE WHEN WE REALIZE 
THAT IT IS SPEAKING DIRECTLY TO 

FOR INSTANCE, WERE I TO GO TO ANY ONE OF 
YOU AT THE CLOSE OF THIS SERVICE, GRIP YOU BY THE 
ARM, LOOK YOU SQUARELY IN THE EYE, AND SAY, "TH0 1l 
SHALT NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS AGAINST THY NEIGHBOR 
YOU WOULD RESENT IT. IN FACT, I WOULD COUNT 
MYSELF FORTUNATE IF I SHOULD ESCAPE BODILY 
INJURY. 

BUT THERE ARE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT COULD 
ALL THE HARSHNESS OUT OF THIS RASPING RULE AND 
GIVE IT A TOUCH OF REAL TENDERNESS. SUPPOSE 
YOU HAPPEN TO BE THE VICTIM RATHER THAN THE 
OFFENDER. SUPPOSE YOU ARE BEING TORTURED BY 
VENOM-TONGUED TALEBEARERS THAT ARE MAKING 
LIFE MISERABLE, THEN WHAT? IF, KNOWING ALL 
THIS, I SHOULD GO TO YOU, RUN MY ARM THROUGH 
YOURS I AND SAY, II I AM SORRY FOR WHAT YOU ARE 
SUFFERING. YOUR NEIGHBOR HAS NO RIGHT TO BEAR 
FALSE WITNESS AGAINST YOU," YOUR ATTITUDE WOU 
BE ENTIRELY DIFFERENT. UNDER THESE 
THIS RULE WOULD BECOME AS KINDLY AND COMFORT
ING AS THE PROTECTING ARMS OF A MOTHER TO A 
AND FRIGHTENED CHILD. 

SINCE THIS NINTH COMMANDMENT DOES 
THE VERY ROOTS OF OUR ASK FOR FURTHER 
CLARIFICATION AS WE SEEK AD FINITION OF "FALSE 
WITNESSING." 

I. DEFINITION OF FALSE 
--Exodus 20:16 



1. False Statements in a Court of Law 

2. 

--Note: The most literal de finition of "false 
witnessing''is t he making of false statements in 
a court of law. 

- -Apply: Ju stice is based on truth and any fal s e 
statement is a violation of truth and produces a 
miscarria ge of justice. For this reason perjury 
is ma de criminal offep and rightly SO , 

becau s e thru perjury other forms of c r ime ma y go 
unpunis hed, and the innocent may be made to 
suffer. 

Malicious Gossip 
--Psalm 101 :Sa "Whoso privily slandereth his 

n e ighbor, him will I cut off . " 

is a false witness. The one who slanders by 
--Not e: The one who peddles maliciou s 

telling what is untrue, or w hat is only half true, 
is uilt of bearing false witness. 

(1) Which may be utterly false 
--Note : Slander i s a lie invente d and distri

buted with malicious intention. A slanderer 
compared with a makes the thief look 
like a gentle men a s sassin a soul 
of kindness. The thief robs of material 
things which can be replaced and the 
assassin ends the life of another by swif t 
action , often with little pain. But the 
slanderer destroys reputation tha t cannot 
be regained and causes prolonged suffer
ing worse than death! (Morgan 101-102). 

Which may be half true 
--Note: Half-truths told in the proper way 

become the best fuel for the destructive 
fires of strife. 



3 . 

go out. Likewise, where there is no tale
bearer, no busybody, there is no strife. 

I 
--ILLUS: Prov. 26:18-19 describes the 

gossiper as a madman scattering firebrands, 
arrows, and death wherever he goes. Down 
t he street s and lanes of peaceful, happy 
human relationships he moves with his 
weapons of confusion, discord, gloom, and 
strife, leaving behind him shambles of broke1 
confidences and wrecked lives. Yet all the 
while this sick soul thinks he is having fun 

Insinuating Questions 

--Jo6 "Then Satan answered the Lord, and 
said, "Doth Job fear God for nought?" 

--Exegesi s : Satan makes no positive accusation 
against Job. Instea d he simply asks a question. 

shrewd--how utterly devilish! By asking 
a question, he put Job under a cloud without 
incurring any risk at all. 

Nobody can us for merely asking a 
question. "Does John Smith pay his bills?" 
"Is Tom Brown's wife faithful to him?" 
he difficult to work We get all the 
effect of bearing false witness without incurring 

of its dangers. cl,/ 
( . 

Si lence in The Face of Falsehood . 
--Note: We can bear fa l se witness by simply say- I 

ing nothing! To hear a s landerous word about 
another and to remain silent when you know that 
a lie has been spoken is to be as guilty of bear
ing witness as the one who spoke it. 

-



5. Flattery 

--Note: The man who is everlastingly broadcasting 
il compliments is apt to be a bit of a liar. And 

more often than not he is complimenting others 
1g, not to help them, but rather to further his own 
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selfish ends. 
29:5 "A man that flattereth his neighbor 

spreadeth a net for his feet. 11 

Laying it on thick to build support for 

--Note: False witnessing may take the form of 
false sympathy. "Isn't it too bad how Mr. Doe 
beats his wife? I am sorry for her, 11 or 11Wha t 
a shame that they are having so much difficulty 
in that church. 11 When really you are "rejoicing 

False Charity 
--Note: How often we been guilty of "bear

ing false witness" in our recommendation of 
another? 

--Apply: When out of pity for the present need of 
an incompetent friend, he is recommended to a 
position for which he is not fitted, his final 
failure is made surer, and harm is wrought in 
the work committed to his trust. 

W. 's recommendation of B. for revival 
singer. Ruined a 2 week revival. My last two 
week revival. Don't know whether it was the 
singer or the two weeks, but I' 11 never try 

one of them again! 
Faultfinding --

--Matt. 7:1 "Judge not, that ye be not judged." 
--Exegesis: What does Jesus mean by these words 

He is certainly not forbidding our reaching some 
conclusions with regard to the worth or worth
lessness of those whom we know. 

Jesus for just such a decision in the 
very same chapter in which he warns us not to 
judge. "Give not that which is holy unto dogs, 



1 ., 

\ I neither cast ye your pearls before swine." He 
i s saying that some people are "doggish" and 

\ 
/ "hoggish" in their nature and we are smart if 
1 we detect these traits and act in light of this 

But r each such con-
clus10ns without Judgmg? 

That which is forbidden is not "judging" 
but "faultfinding"--the habit of searching for the 
worst in others rather than for the best. Such 
a cour s e is forbidden because it leads inevitably 

fal s e witness. 
Which looksfor the worst 

ILLUS : W hat does t he find when he 
flies over a la ndscape? Perhaps a dead 
possum under a thorn bush. This doe s not 
mean that that is all of which the landscape 
can boa st. It may be green with gras s and 
colorful with flowers. It ma y be a-sparkle 
with dew and sweet with the song of birds. 
But the vulture misses all of these , be 
cause he is looking for something that is 
rotten--and he finds it! We may l ook thru 
similar eyes and with similar intent upon 

fellowman--and we 1 11 find the worst too! 
(2) W hich i s jealous of progres s 

I ... 
I 

\ 

--Note: Hi stori cally , some of the bolde s t w ork 
of untruth has been done in the ranks of 
religion. Jesus I constant source of trouble 
was the spirit of untruth among the religion
ists of his day who simply were jealous of 
progress. They jus t could not tolerate 
change, improvement and progress. Such a 
spirit brags about ancestory, tradition and 
past standards of achievement, but murders 
him who seeks to advance the truth. So 
toda y, when a new idea is presented in 
religion or a different way of carrying on 
the work of the church is there 
are always some who are ready to hark 
to some ancient Abraham and to the 
destruction of the one who any-



thing to the "-- They 
jealous of progre ss for they fear it 

cost them their self-assumed position. 

II. OF FALSE WITNESSING 
- -Exodus 20:1 6 --But why? Because of the devastation 

which fals e witnessing brings. 
1 • to The Victim 

--Note : There is no way of measuring the pain, 
heartache, and the tears that the bearing of 
false witness has caused. A false witness robs 
his of more priceless than life 
its.elf. 

hi s name 
·- Proverbs 22:1 "A good name is rather to be 

chosen than great riches, and loving favor 
rather silver and gold. " 

--ILLUS: In Pierre Van Paassen' s book, The 
Days of Our Years, the story is told of a 
sickly cripple by the name of Ugolin who 
became extremely ill. He never knew his 
father, and his mother was a drunken out
cast. He ha d a love ly sister, Solange. 
Because she loved Ugolin so much, and 
because she could get the money to buy his 
medicine in no other way, she sold her body 
on the streets. 

People talked so harshly that U golin 
drowned himself in the river, and Solange 
shot herself. For their funeral the little 
village church was crowded. The minister 
mounted the pulpit and began his sermon: 

"'Christians' (the word was like a whip
lash), 'Christians ,' when the Lord of life 
and death shall ask me on the Day of Judg
ment, 'Where are thy sheep?' I shall not 
answer Him. When the Lord asks me the 
second time, 'Where are thy sheep? ' I will 
yet not answer Him. But the Lord shall 
ask me a third time 'Where are thy sheep?' 
I shall hang my head in shame and I will 
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7 
answer Him, 'They were not sheep, Lor_d, 
they were a pack of wolves. 111 

(2) Makes it easier for him to go wrong 
--Note: How many folk go wrong because no

body expects anything better of them! On 
the other hand, there is nothing so bracing 
as confidence. It is far harder to go wrong, 
and far easier to go right, . if we know our-

' I 

I 
I 
I 

(3) 
selves to be trusted. J-.t 

Embitters his spirit , 
--1 ote: A fal se witness often embitters one 

who otherwise would be kind. It is awful 
to be a possessor hate. But is is more 
awful still to be guilty of instilling such 
hatred by your words of slander and untruth! 

--WHY?: Why does a human being allow him
self to be a part of something so destructive 
and nasty? There is within every man a 
desire appear important. This sense of 
importance can be sought in two ways--
the high road and the low road. We take 
the high road when_ we struggle to make some
thing of ourselves--something which merits 
the respect of others. We take the low 
road when we try to lift ourselves by lower
ing those around us--convincing ourselves 
that by pu hing people down around us, we 

raise ourselves. 
Guilt Upon The Hearer 

--ILLUS: The law holds the receiver of stolen 
goods as guilty as the thief. It is really an 
insult to you for someone to tell you of the vices 
of another, because in so doing he is saying 
that you that kind of warped and 
soul who likes to hear such talk. 

s a irty very act:tt5n is 



\ 
become GUILTY if you listen! 

--OOEM: "Grandma Says" 

the folk next to you act like those in 
the zoo 

A grumblin' and spittin' 
It's a pretty good plan to be calm as 

- you do somethin' useful-like knittin'. 
a gossiping Susan with a poison 

barbed tongue 
Comes into the room where you 're sittin' 
And starts to defame some neighbor's good 

name 
Count stitches out loud - keep knittin'. 

there's been a slight misunderstanding 
at church 

And others hint broadly of quittin 1 

Why the very bes t thing you can do is to 
sing 

And stay at your post and keep knittin'. 
In the middle of problems - - big ones 

and small 
It's always most proper and fittin' 
To trust and to pray till the Lord shows 

the way 
And go right ahead with your knittin' ! 

--Copied 
3 • to th 

is made certain by God I s Word 

r 
--Prov. 19:5 "A false witness shall not be 

unpunished, and he that speaketh lies shall 



Most despicable of all human 
is the sin of lying. Lying may · 

atrocious sin, but 
it despicable. 

the underworV a liar. 

will not stealing or 
tolerate lying. 

God hates a 
6:16-19 
Lord hatP 

s s too. Proverbs 
things doth the 

and t shed innc,, 
deviseth wicked 

lying tongue, 
an 

t be swift in 
witness that speaketh lie::. 

discord among brethren. " 
Which is self inflicted 

a 
that 

--Matt. 7 :2 
·Note: Jesus said, "By thy words 

justified, and by thy words 
'demned. " If we are harsh 

thou 
be 

• judg-

us. 

of our brother, the 
to be harsh in 

world is so 
what 

are that 
of 

that we get 

is to 
--ILLUS: 

... 
• And no one 

the judge 
short. There. 

step from being 
the judged is very 
is my counsel. If 

the practice of puttin 
about another 

had better be 

you plan 
out 
person-· 
clean . 
self 

or 
had 

act, you 
no secrets your

,r have no 
secrets. It even if you ha 

take a lie long to 
truth." (C .A. p. 99) 

accepted 

live," advised Wql 
would not be ashamed to sell 

to the town gossip.'' (Allen 

"that 

• 



Which takes the of self exposure 
a . your own faults 

--Matt. 7:3-5 
b. Guilty of the same sin 

--Note; We are quickest to point out 
the same weaknesses in others that 
exist in our own lives. You can almost 
learn a person's secrets by listening to 
the things he condemns in others. 

--ILLUS: Dr. G. Campbell Morgan states, 
"He that breaks this command is at 
once a thief, a coward and a liar"--a 

AGAINST FALSE WITNESSING 
("But is a way to avoid it?") 

1. Have a Good Look at Yourself 
--Matt 7:Sa _______ _ 

--Note: Realize how ill-prepared you a re for 
assuming the role of judge. This is a position 
that belongs to God alone. 

Falsehood does not appear in one's life 
, accidentally. It springs rom inner character. 

A person does not merely tell a lie; rather he .!,§_ 
, a lie--he lives a lie first and then tells it. In 
other words, a lie is a revelation of inner 
character. Take a good look at 

"Be What You 
In s peaking of another's faults, 
Pray don't forget your own; 
Remember, those with homes of glass 
Should seldom throw a stone. 
If we have nothing else to do 

talk of those that sin I 
'Tis better we commence at home 
And from point begin. 



we not like his company, 
know the world is wide. 

men have fau l ts and who has 
, as well as young; 

Have 
I' 11 tel 

may, for ought we 
to their one. 

And find 
-:>f a better pla· 

full 
defect To try your 

Before of oth 
And though I 
No more than 

hope to be 

My own shortr me let 
The faults 
Then let 
To 

when \ 
or 

To 
harm one wo. 

we little know. 
.1ber, curses 

chickens, roost at home. 

do 

on 't speak of other's faults 
We have none of our own • 

--Copied. 
2 . Keep Some Things to Yourself 

II 

--Note: W e do well to remember that, when we 
know certain soiled pages in the life story of 
another, we have no right to point them out, 
save in a spirit of love to the person himself 
to help him. As a rule w e expose, not because 

--ILLUS: When the Elder Son reminded his father 
that his prodigal brother had wasted his substance 
with harlots , he reached a veritable climax of 

love, but because we are loveless. 

meanness and cruelty. 
- - POEM: "If you see tall fellow ahead of the 

crowd, 
A leader of men walking fearless and 
And know a tale whose mere telling aloud 
Would cau s e his proud head to in anguish 

be bowed, 
It is a pretty good thing to forget it! " 



3. Elevate Your Level of Thinking 
-- "Wherefore putting away lying, speak 

every man truth with his neighbor." 
--Note: Those of minds discuss ideas, peopl 

of minds discuss events; and those of 
small Many have 
never Their 
own words their need to elevate their 
level of thinking. 

(1) By striving to be a better person 

(2) 

• 51: 6 "Behold, thou de sire th truth in the 
inward parts • " 

--Apply: Truth on the outside will take care 
of itself provided there is truth on the 
inside. There will be n o difficulty about 
truth on the lips so long as there is truth 
in the life. "For out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth speaketh." 

By guarding what you say 
--Ps. 141: 3 "Set a watch, 0 Lord, before 

my mouth; Keep the door of my lips." 
By refusing to sink to the level of your 

--ILLUS: Lincoln on Criticism - "If I were 
to try to read, much less answer, all the 
attacks made on me, this shop might as 
well be closed for any other business! I 
do the very best I know how-the very best 
I can, and I mean to keep doing so until 
the end. If the end brings me out all right, 
what is said against me won 1t amount to 
anything . If the end brings me out wrong, 
then angels swearing I was right would 

difference." - A. Lincoln 

CON: A most precious verse i s Gal. 6:1. "Brethren, if 
man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, 
restore such a one in the spirit of meekness; consider 
ing thyself, lest thou also be tempted. " 

The "Life That Wins " is a life of that bears 
only that witness which helps another. Believe me, 
in so doing, you will be helping yourself! cJ 



A LIFE OF TRUTHFULNESS 

Jerold R. McBride, Th. D. 
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A Life of Truthfulness 
Exodus 20:16 

I. Definition of False Witnessing-Exodus 20:16 

1. ____ Statements in a Court of Law 

2. Malicious _____ -Psalm 101 :5a 

3. ______ Questions 

4. _____ in The Face of Falsehood 

5. Flattery 
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II. Devastation of False 20:16 

1. ___ to The Victim 

2. ____ Upon The Hearer 

3. to The Witness- Prov. 19:5 ----

Ill. Defense Against False Witnessing-Exodus 20:16 

1. Have a Good Look at _____ - Matt. 7:5a 

2. Keep Some Things to ____ _ 

3. Elevate Your Level of _____ -Eph. 4:25a 

r·-·-·-·-·- ·- ·-· - ·- ·- ·-·-·-·- ·- ·-·-· -·- ·- ·-·- ·- ·-·- ·-· 
Galatians 6: l if a man 
be in a fault. ye which 
are spiritual. restore such a one in 
the spirit of considering 

I 

i thyself. lest thou also be tempted.•• 
I 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-· -·-·-·-· 
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I. Definition of False Witnessing-Exodus 20: 16 

1. °FA Statements in a Court of Law 

2. Malicious --Psalm 101:5a 

3. 

4. in The Face of Falsehood 

5. Flattery 

6. INs:-:1-,v Sympathy 

7. Charity 
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II. 

Ill. 

Devastation of False Witnessing-Exodus 20:16 

1. to The Victim 

2. Upon The Hearer 

3. to The Witness- Prov. 19:5 
I 

Defense Against False Witnessing- Exodus 20:16 

1. Have a Good Look at --Matt. 7:5a 
I 

2. Keep Some Things to 
I 

3. Elevate Your Level of -Eph . 4:25a 

Galatians 6 : I "Brethren, if a man 
be in a fault, ye which 
are spiritual, restore such a one in 
the spirit of considering 
thyself, lest thou also be tempted. " 




