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("The Life That 

A LIFE OF HONESTY 

Scripture: 

A RESPECTABLE FOLKS 
TO STUDYING! SEEMS TO BE OUT 

OF PLACE FOR PEOPLE TO A CRUDE 
STEALING! 

BUT lNCREDIBLE THAT STEALING IS 
TAKlNG PLACE IN PRACTICALLY EVERY STRATA OF OUR 
SOCIETY. . 

THE H0USEWIFE IS APPROXIMATELY .500,000 
GROCERY CARTS FROM SUPERMARKETS EVERY 

THE CAR IS STATEMENT HAS 
BEEN MADE THAT OF ALL DAMAGE DRIVERS REPORT 
TO COMPANIES ARE FRAUDULENT. THE 
REPAIRMAN ALSO TO TAKE SHARE. 

THE BUSINESSMAN IS A SURVEY IN A 
"MODEL" CITY REVEAIED THAT OF THE BUSINESSES 
WERE OVERCHARGING THEIR PATRONS. 

TAXPAYER IS A PARTICIPANT IN THIEVERY. 
AIMOST DOLLARS OF TAX REVENUE IS EACH 

OF DISHONEST TAXPAYERS. 
THE COLLEGE STUDENT INVOLVED. CHEATING HAS 

BECOME BIG HAS FROM PETTY CRIB
TO BLACK MARKETING OF TESTS AMONG STUDENTS. 

BEIN EVERY 
PROFESSION OF WHAT 
IS THE REASON FOR AN AVALANCHE 
(C.A. pp. 8.5-86) 

I. REASON for Dishonesty 
1. Is Not Personal Need 

--Note: I t has been said, a man misses 
borrow; if he misses 6 meals, he will 

beg; if he will steal; if 12, he will Kill1 
This concept places man 12 meals away from being 
a beast. Yet concept tells us nothing, 
for need does not even begin to cover the field 
of larceny. ( C. 8 ) 

Several ago a movie actress took 
$86.OO worth of goods from a Los Angeles depart
ment store. She insisted that she intended to 
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pay later. A jury believed her and acquitted 
her. She was an extremely large 
amount of money in her purse. The jury con
cluded that, since she did not need to steal, 

did not intend to steal. (C.A. 86) 
--ILLUS: (May 1968 p. teen

age shoplifter in the United Sta es i s a girl 
' I s out number bo s ab in ""th'ra 

par ar area o presuma y ecause 
the young female devotes considerably more time 
to legal shopping too) is likely to be 
years old (the dangerous ages are to 17 for 
girls and 12 to for boys), her father 
probably is a business or professional man 
earning a or more. She. a 

allowance has enough money to 
all she needs. When she is caught, she might 
well have enough cash in her purse to pay for 
what she has stolen." 

- P All t would not disappear, even if 
ail needs of all mankind were met, J . Edgar 
Park suggest s, "The stars are in their ancient 
places simply because they are out of the 
of predatory hands. 11 ( Honeycutt 100) 

Is Not Prestige of Privat e Property 
Some contend that our economic system 

wn"icii places much emphasis on the possession of 
private property creates an unbearable tempta
.tion to steal. 

But this contention seems to break 
down in the face of reality. The people 
Russia supposed to be tempted to steal 
since belong./to the people 
The Russian citizen,_,- led to believe that 

the street car he him. 
Kopees as fare. There is no conductor, 

He is trusted to pay his Kopecs and tear off a 
receipt. Occasionally an inspector boards the 
car to see how many have receipts. Invariably, 
about of the passengers have not paid 
their fare. The absence of property 
does not prohibit a stealing--even 
from himself! (C .A. 87) 

--Bridge There must be some reason 
than these. What is it? Why do people 

steal? Why are they dishonest? Our failure ·to 



understand the basic motive behind larceny 
is related directly to our failure to under
stand the inherent sinfulness of the human 
personality which itself in 

3. Is Selfishness 
--Note: There are only 3 ways in which man can 

into possession of anything. (1 ) By the 
free gift of another person; ( 2) By work which 
merits something as a legitimate (3) or 
By theft. (Morgan 90-91) 

recognizes the 1st, 2nd 
and forbids the 3rd. Selfishness ignores the 
1st, 2nd and insists upon the 3rd. 

(1) disregards the rights of others · 
- ote: The rights of others to own private 

may be traced back to the 1st 
half of the 19th century B.C. when under 
the reign of Lipit-Ishtar such rights were 
assumed throughout Babylon. 

To insure proper .respect the proper\ 
rights of others the Assyrian laws of the 

century B.C. prescribed bodily mutila
tion for cases of theft. a slave, for 
example, received stolen property from his 
owner's wife, both his nose and ears were 
cut off. a man's stole property 
valued at over minas of lead her husband 
could ransom her, but was obliged to cut 
off her ears. (Honeycutt 

--::- account Na both' 
(I Kings 21) is a clear example that pro
perty rights in could not be violated ' 

the _. 

Yet in riot-torn areas people have 
been photographed in the act of stealing 



the goods in their hands and to 
knowledge not a single one of these have 
been shalt not steal" 
applies to people" as well ·as 
to the It applies in times 
of as well as in time o 

( 2) Which seeks to get something for nothing 
- -Note : (Honeycut 0-102) "There 

individuals oday who would 
not think of stea roman individual, 
but who think nothing at all of stealing 
from a corporat ion, the government, or 
some other institution. 

11 here is another side 
Has the corporation stolen f r om you 

when it passes off shoddy merchandise, de-
signed to last only slightl ond the 
guaranty period? oes th Le islature r 
the Congress violate the spirit of the 
commandment when it squanders your 
dollar political patronage and other 
vote- getting gimmicks designed, not for the 
common good, but to insure an adequate 
number of votes to keep a politician in 
office? Is it s t eali to manipula t e the 
rise and fall arket r i ce robbing 
the individual-who is 
the · · Does 

ion break the commandment when its true 
rate of interest, as compared what 
most people think they are· paying, soars 
to astronomical heights-yet, the wage 
earner can only "take it or it"? 

Is e person who oo on the 
job being honest? D 
exemption from 
an institution, even church- related, from 
paying wages commensurate · h the work 
done? 11 

Is it steal ing t trave way from 
home upon arrival ca yourself at 
your home phone, as do, thereby 
notifying your or husband that you 
ave arrived safely? 11 

All of these are but means of 
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this is to steal! 
--ILLUS: The whole pr actice of gambling is 

v-- of t he essence t hef't it is but an 
attempt to get something for nothing. A 
man who gambles puts into his pockets, 

for which he has done no 
and which is not a gift to him. 

G of Dishonesty 
In a world where act ual life sit uations would 

to indicate that often the best 
policy, we find ourselves in t he worst kind of 
moral conf'usion. We f ind confront ed with 
the question, rest s t he wrong of dishonesty?" 

1 . Is Seen in Its Philosophy of Life 
--Luke - -Jesus tells the story of a man 

who was taking a journey from Jerusalem down to 
Jericho. He fell among thieves •• • a J2.E,i es :ti, and 
a saw him, but passed by on 
the other side. Samaritan came along, helped 
• • • • In this simple story we have demonstrated 

philosophies of life: (Allen pp. 
(1 ) belongs to neighbor belongs to me 

I will take i 
--Note: This is the philosophy of the1 

t he embezzler and the schemer. 
This phil os ophy encourages a person 

his means, to go i n debt 
with no reasonable probability of being 
abl e to pay debt , to fai l to gi ve a 
honest work for a day' s pay. 

( 2) belongs to me is mine a I keep 
it. 11 

This is the philosophy of the priest 
and Levite. 



--APPLY: Some people's measure of success 
how much they can grab hold of and hold 
on to. are 11 11 --having room 
for only themselves and nobody else. They 
live in the spirit of the little girl who 
said: 

11 I gave a little this afternoon 
at three; 

very small, three guests in all, 
just I, and me. 
self ate up all the sandwiches, 
while drank up the tea, 

And it was I ate the pie, 
and passed the cake to e . 11 

It is this philosophy that God 
attacks when he says, 11Ye have me in 
:tithes offerings. 11 

(3 ) belongs to me bel ongs to others , and 
I will share i 't: 

This is the philosophy of the Good 

Let us never forget that the 
of private enterprise ownership is not 
something we have earned. Rather it is 
our God-given privilege. God expresses 
his faith is us, but he also demands an 
accounting. Like any wise God 
expects dividends. Suppose I put money 
into a company and the officers use all the 
profits for themselves. I would be cheated. 
Likewise we cheat God when we refuse to 
share with others in Jesus name. 

Is Seen in Injury to Others 
-Note: The 10 billions of dollars that dishonesty 
cost the U.S. each year is actually the least 
of the injury it inflicts. 
1) It robs the intangible 

--Note: e steal no less we rom 
another values that are not material. Take 
reputation for example. My reputation is 
the capital upon which I do business. In 
the same proportion as you rob me of 
good name, you also rob me of usefulness. 
And this you do without helping yourself 
in the least. This is this kind 
of steali1g so utterly devilish. It hurts 
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others without one's self. It is 
l ike stealing bread from a hungry child 
with no better purpose than to throw it 
into the sewer. (Chappell p. 123) 

Shakespeare speaks of such dis-
when he says 11He that filches from 

me my good name me of that which not 
nriches him and me poor indeed." 

repeating something bad about another, 
ask yourself these three questions 1) Is 
it true? 2 I s it necessary for me to 
tell it? Is it kind to tell it?" 

--APPLY: We can rob another of those inner 
supports without which life falls into 
ruins. Hume thus robbed his mother' 
of her When she came to old age, 
she was utterly desolate! When Mark Twain 
married Olivia Langdon, she was a most 
devout Christian. He was so unsympathetic 
with her faith that gradually she gave up 
her religious life. Later, there came into 
her life a very deep sorrow. He urged, 

lean on your faith." Sadly she 
replied, "I can•t. I haven't any left. 11 

To his dying day he was haunted by the fact 
that he had taken from her that which had 
meant so much. He had broken the 8th 
commandment! 

(2) 1 It mars the future 
(May p . 26) "Another ajor 

1 for the current epidemic of teen-age 
shoplifting is the parents of the thrill 
thieves. Richard McLaughlin, chief security 
officer of the May Company department stores 
on the West Coast, a former FBI agent, 
"Children learn example. They see 
their mothers eating grapes in a super
market without paying for them or slipping 
sticks of butter into an oleomargarine 
carton before going to· the check-out counter 
and they develop the philosophy that it's 
all right to steal from a big, rich organi
zation because nobody will miss it. Then 
they hear Daddy at home bragging about 
cheating his company on his account 
and the government on his income-tax return. 
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I 

7%, 
They ' r e taugh from childhood that any-

' I thing 's OK, j us t s o l ong as you don 1 t get 
caught." 

n ffects on Onese 
The great est wrong done by the is 

t o hi mself. ---------

: (May 1968 Post p. 27) 
d s aughter s.hop

a cos ume-jewelry She 
denied the theft to the police, and s o automati
cally had to appear before the juvenile court 
for a hearing. She was f ound guilty, and now 
has a record which cannot be expunged unt il she 
is 21 years old (or unt il f ive years have passed 
f rom the day of her conviction-whichever comes 

The girlt wants · o become a lawyer, 
but the police record-because of a two-dollar 
t heft -might keep her out of college or from 
getting a good job. Her probation officer, 

Ackennan, says, thi s ki d had had 
idea of what her shoplifting impulse could 
l ead to, she wouldn't have done it in a 
million 

for Dishonesty 
o e : The r eal remedy for dishonesty cannot be 

punj Even the bodily 
mutilation of t he Asyrians did not s t amp out this 

i n t i me. must be a remedy more 
effect ive more basic than thi s. The remedy 
must deal the of man. 

1. Respect for S 
--Note: Bernard Shaw once said, 11A gentleman 

who put s more i nto l i f e t han he 
takes out. 11 



No self-respecting man take more out of 
life than he gives. Thus self respect pro
hibits dishonesty. 

--ILLUS: No self-respecting man be content 
to 11free load11 on others. He will insist on 
carrying his own weif#lt. This commandment is 
broken day in the realm of management 
labor. To management labor the 8th command
ment has a double message. First, 11A fair 
day's wage for a fair day's work; 11 and Secondly, 
11A fair day's work for a fair day's wage. 11 

--APPLY: The 8th commandment and self respect 
both demand restitution. No man has room for 
both and dishonest gains, He must 
decide between the The experience of 
Zacchaeus illustrates this truth. 

2. Love for Others 
(1) Which keep us from dishonesty 

- One of the most des icable characters 
of the Old Testament when he first comes up
on the scene, is Jacob. His loveless heart 
allowed him tot e advantage of his 
rother I s need and to Esau I s birth

right for a mess of pottage. But the Bible 
does not count Jacob as having bought the 
birthright--rather it counts him as having 
stolen His problem was that he did 
not love his can and take 

of 
(2) ich may remove their cause for dishonesty 

: (May Post p. 26) "Parents 
blame in less direct ways too. A 

junior at Beverl Hills High School in 
California told me, 11A lot of kids I know 
steal just to embarrass their parents, 
because they feel their parents don't 
love them. Their fathers are too busy 

business and golf, and their mothers 
are all tied up social activities. 
When these kids shoplift, I think they're 
saying to their parents, 1 I 1ll you 
to pay attention to me, even if you 
have to come to the police station to do 
it I II 

Juvenile officers of the Los Angeles 
Police Department say the same thing in 
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different way. They point out that the 
wealthy community of Pacific Palisades 
has one of the highest rates of juvenile 
shoplift ing arrests in Southern California. 
One pol iceman that Pacific 
Palisades is a town of movie executives, 
space engineers, 11all people are on 
the rise. 11 Shir l ey says, 
They seem to have time for just about 
eve hing -- but their children. 11 

nee for God 
erbs 30:8-9 "Remove far from me vanity and 

lies: give me neither p overty nor riches; feed 
me with . o v · Lest I be full, 
and deny thee, nd say, 1Who is the Lord?' or 
lest I be poor, and THE NAME 
MY GOD 1 

He both the of · ches 
and the perils of , and so he desired 
to be neither rich nor He understood 
how easy it is for the rich to forget and 
how easy it is for the poor to be tempted to 
steal. In neither case did he car e t o "Bare 
the Lord I s name in vain. 11 He held his God 
in reverence . 

#07 
( 2) Accepts His Salva ti on 

shall the and the truth 
shall set you free.M 

--APPLY: And the 11Truth11 that Jesus came 
n sserts that 1 There is some

thing inherently wrong and shone st in 
man; ("'21 That you can do nothing 

in yourself to correct it; ( That the 
only power avail b to right all 

your life i s in Christ who 
died in your place for your sin; That 
to trust yourself to him from this day on 

can fi d forgiveness for your ast, 
s ren a ssurance or 

I I 
w 7LJ, • 

. !::S" 
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The Life That Wins 

A Life of Honesty 

1. The REASON for Dishonesty 

1. Is Not Personal _______ 

2. Is Not Prestige of Private _______ 

3. Is --------

( 1) Disregards the _____ of others 

(2) Seeks to get something for ___ ___ _ 

II. The WRONG of Dishonesty 

1. I ts Philosophy of Life 

3 Philosophies of Life: 

(1) "What belongs to my neighbor belongs to me and 
I will _____ it." 

(2) "What belongs to me is mine and I will ___ _ 
it." 

(3) "What belongs to me belongs to other, and I will 
it." ------· 

2. Its to Others -----------

3. Is Seen in Its Effects on --- - ------

III. The REMEDY for Dishonesty 

1. Respect for ____ _ 

2. Love for ----- --

3. Reverence for Proverbs 30:8-9 - ---




