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{"THE LIFE THAT WINS") 

THE LIFE MORAL PURITY 

I 

Scripture: Exodus 20:14 

INTRO: THE RELEVANCE OF THE SEVENTH COMMAND-

I . 

. MENT IS TO ALL WH0 IN TOUCH 
WITH CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY. ADULTERY HAS 
TIMES BEEN 

I 

But the truth is, everyone doesn't do it
those who are living the 

life that wins. 

A YOUTHFUL AND 
FACED THE PROBLEM OF ATTEMPTS .TO INVOLVE THEM IN 
AN ARRANGEMENT WHEREBY MARRIAGE PARTNERS WO 
BE SHARED. ACCORDING TO THEIR FRIENDS , THEY,: · ,. 
WITH THEIR II VICTORIAN MORALS , II WERE LIVING IN · 
ANOTHER DAY. 

EN SUCH PRACTICES ARE ALL TOO COMMON & 
AIDS THREATENS THE LIFE OF SINGLE OR 
MARRIED WHO HAS ILLICIT SEX, THERE IS TH 
MORE TO HEED THIS CALL 
TO A LIFE OF MORAL PURITY. 

WHEN THE FINAL SENTENCE OF HUMAN 
HAS BEEN WRITTEN, IT WILL RECORD THAT THE LIFE 
THAT WINS LIFE PURITY! 

YET RISE TO THREE 
QUESTIONS. 

20: 11 adµltery 11 

The Hebrew word used here, na aph, is 
used quite frequently in the legal sec ion of the 

n its most and narrowe st sense it 
means extra-marital sexual relations; o e 
cally, the aggression of a male, married 
against the wife of a fellow Israelite. 



'> of this command c any form of moral looseness 
to be ro · i sex experience outside the 
marria ge bond is 

Unfaithfulness in Marriage 
--Note: Adultery in its simplest meaning is un

faithfulness in the marriage relationship on the 
part· of either the or 

--ILLUS: In slang terms, adultery mess 
up good thing" with something cheaper. A 
delicious cake mix is adulterated when sawdust 
is poured in. So marriage is adulterated when a 
"foreigner" invades. 

the ma tter had nothing to do 
but should be red a 

infidelity should be 
law. (C.A. p . 

46% 
oncem 

1(2) '"'!hrist clearly disa r 

I 

·7-9 "For this 
and · leave 

his 

shall a man 
and cleave to 

so then 
What 

together, 
--Note : 

about 

shall be one flesh; 
twain, but one 

God hath joined 
asu der " 

affirmations 

a. divine "God ••• ") 
ship • 

(" For 
b. the highest 

takes precedence of 
this cause ••• ") 
Tt 

Even tho Christ conceeds that 
grounds for -divorce the spirit of his 



teaching would encourage forgiveness to 
that guilty partner who sincerely seeks 
reconciliation. 

Promiscuous arriages 
There are those who flit from husband to 

husband and from wife to wife as a bird flits 
from one branch to another. But the words of 
Jesus are very explicit: "Whosoever shall put 

his wife, except it be for fornication, and 
shall marry another, committeth adultery." 

There is no doubt that those who marry promis-· 
cuously come .under the of this rule. 

> 
-

f· Impurity Thought and Dee 
-- a • 5:28 "Whosoever looketh on a woman to 

lust after her hath committed· adultry with her 
already his heart. 11 

This statement of Christ does not mean 
that 

tantamount to an evil act 
It does mean the unclean desire is 

welcomed , brooded over, and only fails to 
become an act for lack of opportunity, this is to 
be guilty of adultery! 

--Question: Why did Christ place such stress upo 
the lustful thought? 

(1) Because of the affect upon oneself 
--Note: No person can constantly give him

self to thoughts of immorality and not be 
come emotionally warped. Jesus was con
cerned about the detrimental effects upon 
the person who harbored such thoughts. 

(2) Because of the direct between 
though and deed 



--James 1:15 "Des ire when it has conceived 
gives birth to sin; and sin when i t isfull
grown brings forth death." 

--Note: Purity of action depends upon purity of 
thought, and the mind filled with imagined 
immoralities is often but the prelude to the 
immoral life. 

(3) Because thoughts portray what we genuine ly 
hink f other people 

--Note: "To contemplate illicit sexual relation 
ships reveals an intrinsic failure to appreci
ate fully the and w orth of the person. 

Such lustful 

1 thoughts reveal a estimate of that person 
. . 

II. WHY IS ? 
us 20:14 CYI 

1. Because It Is Forbidden By 
(These are the God, who 

is the •ultimate authority of and wrong.) 
--Note: It is wrong because God said it is wrong. 

And that is reason enough to the believing 
Christian! there are other re ons ••• 

2. Beca use It Is Hurtful 
6:32-33a "But whoso committeth adul . 

tery with a woman lacketh understanding: he tha1 
doeth destroyeth his own 
dishonour shall get. " :l) 

--Note: If adultery is wrong, it is ot 
because some dusty old jt It is 
not wrong because it upon by 
It is not wrong becaus · · eac con-
demn it. It is wrong, if it is wrong at all, be
cause it is humanly hurtful! 

• 

We cannot make right by calling 
it We cannot even make it 
right by calling it We must decide simply 

,, - -



. 
by asking, "Is it humanly hurtful or humanly 
helpful? II 

(1} To all concerned 
--Note: "Anything that damages everyone 

concerned can never lead to a happy life. 
In the matter of adultery, everybody loses. 

can no happy ending to an "affair, 
premarital or extramarital." (C .A. P. 7 5) 

(2) To ngrties 

I/ 
i I 



Since it one into secrecy 
--Note: In a society like ours, adultery 

calls for secrecy. It drives one into the 
shadows 

The wise 
man was right when he said, "The 
wicke a flee no man pursueth. 11 To -live in fear is to live in wretchedness 

ince it eventually destroys the c apacity 
o love 

--Note: What the guilty party is saying is 
not II I love you" but I love me and I 
want you if you please me. 11 he 
oft e person who 
is that he becomes incapable of loving 

than himself. 
(3) o the of a successful marriage 

This is especially true of the girl . he more 
o give before marriage, the 

less likely he is to play the game according 
to the rules, 
The she ives before marriage, 
likely she is to marry and the likely 
is to left in jealousy ' and bitterness, whil 
her companion-in-pleasure goes on to fresh 
conquests. 



• I. F I 
J · Even in marria e remarital relations 

their destructive power. The promis
cuous person will .find it very difficult to 
leave off the practice after You 
have also wea ened your chances, even 'f 
you marry the one who has shared your 

mari ta! relation. Both you and your 
partner enter marriage with a mutual distrust. 

( 4) To the children invc.0lved 
a. home 

--Note : is hu Jl,...1o.... 
guilty parties but t o the innocent ones a s 
well. 

s a rule we wreck ur 
homes and destroy our children as weU . 
our reformatories are largely filled with 
youth who are of 
such broken homes. And Tes us said, 

s ha lT offend one of these 
little ones which belie ve in me , it were 
better for him that a millstone were 
hanged a bout his n eck, and that he 
drowned in the depth of the s ea. " 

Those who unwanted 
- -ILLUS: Often the fears immorality 

arouses become tragic realities. Again 
and again the light is turne d on, to our 
own shame and sorrow, as well as to 
that of others.. This is the case becaus e 
n o means of control i s 10 0% sure . 

Jl _ 

d 



3. 

(5) o society in general 
--Note: ommon intelli ence com els us to 

ask, "What w ould be the result i f this 
7th commandment were disregarded alto
gether by all people. Such a c ours e would 
result in the ruin of the individual the 

e , and the 
,of society . This is not mere su osition. 
More than one nation has crumbled because 

There may be fun for a while. But there 
can be no sustained happiness. For s ex , like 
moss on a tree, cannot e x ist alone. It mus t be 
accompanied by ·certain ingredients which are not 
found outside of marriage: 
a. e x involves responsibility for the man 

a man to receive a sense of ful
fillment, he must feel he has assumed com
plete responsibility for his partner in sex. 
This s ense of responsibility cannot exist 
outside marriage. 



ex volves for the woman 
--Note: Of a ll the things a woman wants, 

security is number one. Not monetary 
security, but rather the security that comes 
from knowing that someone who cares is 
going to take complete care of her. Such 
security is not found outside 

III. HOW CAN PURE? 
20: 14 

--I 5:22b "Keep thyself pure." 
--Ques tion: "But how? 11 

1. Face t e Fact That Purity is Desirable 
- -ILLUS : If ou doubt that urit i 

b m side as a oun man relate a 
which he initiated a few hours earlier. 
which the day before marked his relation with 
his sweetheart, has now_ turned into shame. 

ender love has been replaced by loathsome 
disgust both for himself and his partner. The 
knowledge that he has mark 
on himself and that one who trusted him drives 
him to the verge of mental collapse. is ten to 

im he will tell you that purity is desirable. 
2. Believe That Purity is Possible 

--Note: No man or woman is compelled to be impure! 
To say that impurity is a necessity is to become 
morally colorblind. It i s to put out the eyes of 
the soul. Many have maintained their purity 

3. the Habit of Clean Thinking 
il. 4:8 "Whatsoever things are true ••• honest •• 

just ••• pure ••• lovely •.•• of good report. • • think 
on those things. " 

--Note: The evil of adulte r be ins with wron 
thinking. In order t o a void wrong thinking a void 
those pastimesand companionships that make 



4. 

/0 

impure thinking all but inevitable. There are 
one would be the better for not 

_ 

roverbs 20:1 "Wine is a mocker, strong drink is 
raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not 
wise." 

--Note: Liquor tends to inflame desire and to 
weaken resistance. It gives a eagerness 
to say "Yes, " and the capacity to say 
"No." It drugs Dr. Jekyl and stimulates Mr. 
Hyde. 

5. In with Somebody Worth Loving 
-- ote: There must be no intermarriage between 

the Christian and the non-Christian. Purity 
can be certain and and ideal marriage can only 
be realized when there is a common loyalt y to 
Jesus Christ . 

6. Claim a Vital Christian Experience 
(1) It w ill give you a sense of personal worth 

--Paul ye not that your body is the 
of the Holy Spirit?" 

(2) It will impart n abid ' sense of God's 
p 

--Note: When y ou are away from home and 
faced by circumstances where impurity is 



I 

easy and purity hard your Chdstian 
imparts a sense of God I s 

(f 

presence and you triumph over .wrong. 

n 

SCRIPT: "But What About Me?" 

.. 
1. been aivorce and remarried without 

grounds. " 
- -Answer: You are to as you 

leaving your past to the tender mer-:: ies of 
God. To.undo the past would be impossible . 

5 

It would work more ill than good. Two 
can never a right . The high 

ideal of marriage set forth by Jesus is intend 
ed to prevent rather than to cure. (Chappell) . 

2 . I have broken this 
command, is there any hope for me? " 

Just remember that no need 
be final but the failure to start 
anew. Remember also that Jesus is ready to 
say to you, what, in the long ago, he said to 
another who had and sin no 

'if:: 
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The Life That Wins 
A Life Of Moral Purity 

Exodus 

I. What is "Adultery?" 
1. Sex before -------

2. Unfaithfulness in --- ----

3. Promiscuous --Matt. 19:9 - ------

4. in Thought and Deed--Matt. 5:28 
does mean that an evil thought is 

tantamount to an evil act. 

II. Why is "Adultery" wrong? 
1. ltis _ ____ _ --Exodus20:14 

2. It is --Proverbs 6:32-33a ----

3. It is a ____ proposition 

Ill. How can I remain pure?--1 Timothy 5:22b 
1. Face the fact that purity is ____ _ 

2. Believe that purity is ____ _ 

3. Cultivate the habit of - --

4. Steer clear of ------

5. Fall in love with somebody worth _ __ _ 

6. Claim a vital Christian -----
r-------------------, 

that no failure final but the 
repent and 

I I 
L-------------------~ 



The Life That Wins j 

A Life of Moral Purity 

1. What is "Adultery?" 

1. Sex before -------

2. Unfaithfulness in -------

3. Promiscuous - Matt. 19:9 -------

4. _______ in Thought and Deed - Matt. 5:28 

Christ does ____ mean that a n evil thought is 
tantamount to an evil act. 

II. Why is "Adultery" wrong? 

1. It is ----- - Exodus 20: 14 

2. It is - Proverbs 6:32-33a -------

3. It is a _______ proposition 

III. How can I remain pure? - 1 Timothy 5:22b 

1. Face the fact the purity is ______ _ 

2. Believe that purity is _ 

3. Cultivate the habit of - ---

4. Steer clear of -------

5. Fall in love with somebody worth ______ _ 

6. Claim a vital Christian I 
I • 

Remember that no failure need be but the 
failure to repent and start anew. 
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Unexpected heroes 
in unlikely places 
BY RANDALL MURPHREE, APA Journal editor 

Through the years, I've stumbled upon more than a few heroes in places where I 
wasn't looking for them and certainly didn't expect to find them. A South Carolina 
rural roadside, the streets of inner-city Buenos Aries, an Ohio ministry to the home
less, Branson theaters and theme parks and a small Arkansas Christian Church are a 
few that come to mind. 

I've written about the men in the fi rst three: Troy Brandt spent hours and charged 
nothing to repair our broken-down van on SC Hwy 461; Marcelo Robles, an Argen
tine pastor, ministers to street people and t rains pastors to plant new churches; Keith 
Wasserman, a completed Jew, founded Good Works, offering shelter, job training and 
hope to the homeless in Ohio. All three exemplify the qualities I believe a real hero has 
- humility, faith, compassion and perseverance. 

More recently, I discovered a couple of families in the glitzy show-biz world in 
Branson, Missouri, mid-America's family-friendly entertainment capital. I'd never 
been to Branson until last year. Now, I've had the opportunity to meet and interview 
numerous entertainment personalities. 

Last fall, I talked at length with Tim Haygood, eldest brother in one of Branson's 
most popular family stage shows. Tim performs with his six brothers and one sister. 
They take their Christian faith seriously and he says it has an impact on every deci
sion they make regarding their show. On a more personal level, he was also eager to 
tell me that he and his wife often act on AFA's Action Alerts and e-mail campaigns. 
Heroes all the way. 

Just a week ago, AFA staffer Buddy Smith and I were in Branson for a media event 
at Silver Dollar City. Jack and Pete Herschend still run the family theme park founded 
by their dad in the 1950s. Herschend Entertainment corporate policy says they will 
always run their business in a manner consistent with Christian principles. Hero ma
terial if ever I've seen it. 

We went to the Dutton Theater to see Dean and Sheila Dutton perform with six of 
their children and a gaggle of their 18 grandchildren. After the Duttons' seven birth 
children had all married and left the house a few years back, Dean and Sheila didn't 
like the empty nest. So they adopted seven children including four siblings from Ka
zakhstan and two from Russia. When the youngest graduates from high school, Mom 
and Dad will be in their mid-70s. Heroes? Absolutely! 

Just an hour southeast of Branson, we worshipped Sunday morning at First Chris
tian Church in Eureka Springs. Pastor Philip Wilson has taken a beating in the media 
for his recent outspoken stand for morality in his small city. (See story on Page 16.) 
Eureka Springs is best known for its long-running, highly-acclaimed outdoor drama 
The Great Passion Play. However, city fathers recently adopted a policy to officially 
recognize homosexual partnerships, and Pastor Phil was the first local clergyman to 
raise a dissenting voice. Phil, you're AFA's kind of hero. 

The list could go on and on. 
AFA attracts the media spotlight most often when we're pointing out the ills in our 

culture and urging concerned people to take a stand, send an e-mail, write a letter or 
make a phone call. 

But we often write about those whose lives are making a positive difference in our 
culture. Unfortunately, we rarely get much attention from other media when we're 
singing the praises of authentic American heroes whose lives challenge and encourage 
us. May we all follow their examples of humility, fa ith, compassion and perseverance. 
And may we all be somebody's hero. 



www.afajournal.org OCTOBER 2007 

Ford sales collapse in August 
AUTOMAKER INCREASES 
GAY SUPPORT WITH MORE 
CASH DONATIONS 

With its sales plummeting yet again 
- with no end in sight - the Ford Motor 
Company continued to defy a consumer 
boycott by donating $25,000 to aid a ho
mosexual lobby group in its fight to legal
ize gay marriage. 

In August Ford reported a 14.4% drop 
in sales over the same month last year. 
Since the AFA boycott began 18 months 
ago, Ford sales have been in the red for 16 
of those months. 

"Simply put, people are not buying 
d AFA director 

of special projects. 
It appears that gay activists are also 

taking advantage of Ford by claiming 
support that doesn't exist. For example, 
the Ford corporate logo has appeared on 
both Cleveland and Seattle Gay Pride Web 
sites, designating Ford as a sponsor of 
their events. Subsequently, AFA reported 

connection, but Ford officials say the 
company sponsored neither event. 

However, Sharp said there are still 
many verified instances of Ford support 
for the gay agenda. He said Ford donated 
$25,000 to the Human Rights Campaign 
(HRC), the largest gay-rights group in the 
nation and a leading proponent of homo
sexual marriage. HRC identified Ford as 
its top-tier sponsor of the group's upcom
ing Gala Dinner in Washington, D.C. 

In addition, the Seattle branch ofHRC 

HOMOSEXUAL 
AGENDA 

EUREKA! 
SAY GAY ACTIVISTS 

PAGE 16 

15 Ford sales record for past 18 months 

10 8.1% 

Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug 

announced a $5,000 sponsorship dona
tion from Ford. 

Sharp said the company's recent track 
record made it clear that the automaker 
was turning a deaf ear to the consumers 
who are voting with their pocketbook. 
In 2007 Ford: 

Sponsored graphic homosexual 
scene on FX network's Dirt (January); 

Was listed by Diversity Inc. as the 
fifth highest corporate supporter of ho
mosexuality (March); 

Gave $10,000 donation to Parents, 
Families and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays, a gay rights organization that says 
on its Web site that it will fight on the 
federal and state level to allow people "in 
same-gender committed relationships 

CHRISTIAN 
PERSECUTION 

Genocide 
in Iraq? 

PAGE 18 

the right to marry with the full legal 
rights and benefits" (April); 

Gave $10,000 to become a sponsor of 
the 2007 Out and Equal Workplace Sum
mit in Washington, D.C. (May); 

Was the top sponsor of homosexual 
television network shows, according to a 
12-week study by AFA (June); 

Placed its fifth full-page ad in ho
mosexual magazines OUT and Advocate 
for 2007 (July). 

Sharp said that since the campaign be
gan, almost 750,000 people have signed a 
pledge to boycott the automaker over its 
promotion of homosexuality. 

For more information go to www.Boy
cottFord.com. For contact information, 
see "Boycott Box" on Page 9. 

REVIEWS 

Movies, 
books 

PAGES 9, 20, 21 



NEWS OF INTEREST 

Dr. D. James Kennedy dead 
at age 76 

The voice of the man known as the 
"most listened-to Presbyterian minister 
in the world" is now silent. Dr. D. James 
Kennedy passed away September 5, 2007. 

Kennedy's retirement from his po
sition as senior pastor of Coral Ridge 
Presbyterian Church (PCA) in Fort Lau
derdale, Florida, was announced August 
26. He had preached his last sermon from 
the pulpit of his church on Christmas Eve 
2006, then suffered a cardiac arrest four 
days later and was never able to return to 
his pastoral duties. 

According to the Coral Ridge Minis
tries Web site, Kennedy became a Chris

tian in 1953 and shortly thereafter felt God's calling into the ministry. 
When he arrived at Coral Ridge in 1959, the church had 45 members. Its 

impressive growth over the next 15 years made it the fastest growing Presby
terian church in America. Coral Ridge now has a membership of 10,000. De
cision magazine named the church one of the "Five Great Churches of North 
America." 

Before his death, Kennedy's broadcast messages were televised to an audi
ence of some three million people across the United States and into some 200 
nations. In 2005, Kennedy was inducted into the National Religious Broadcast
ers Hall of Fame. 

Beyond his leadership at Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church, Kennedy also 
founded Coral Ridge Ministries, Evangelism Explosion International, Knox 
Theological Seminary and Westminster Academy. 

AFA founder and chairman Don Wildmon said, "Dr. Kennedy was a man 
that God used in mighty fashion. His passion for the Gospel, for lost souls, 
and for the spiritual renewal of our nation were unsurpassed. We will all miss 
him." 

When Kennedy's retirement was announced, Dr. Frank Wright, a personal 
friend of Kennedy and president of National Religious Broadcasters, described 
Kennedy as a man of vision who was committed to the Kingdom of God. 

"With his Godly wisdom, his courageous heart, and his consistent example, 
he has inspired millions to love, follow and serve Jesus Christ," Wright said in 
a press release. 

www.onenewsnow.com, 9/5/07; www.djameskennedy.org, 9/5/07 

AFA/ACTIVISM 

Foundation: Nativity 
scenes on public 
property are legal 

In 2003, Bruce Barilla was preparing 
to display a Nativity scene in his West 
Virginia hometown, but the auto dealer 
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who had previously given a space for it 
decided against the display. Barilla began 
praying for an equally prominent loca
tion on Main Street. 

A local dry cleaners provided just the 
space Barilla was looking for. It was a sim
ple enough process for Barilla, but having 
to search for a place to display a Nativity led 
him to discover that many private citizens 
encounter problems when they want to 

display Nativity scenes during the Christ
mas season, even on private property. 

Consequently, Barilla began to re
search the legalities of Nativity scenes, 
both on private and on public properties. 
Since 2003, he has put together a Web site 
(www.nativity help.org) that offers helpful 
information and encouragement to those 
who want to see this t raditional Christ
mas symbol prominently displayed dur
ing the season. 

Barilla discovered that Nativity scenes 
may be displayed on public property in 
some instances, for example, when the 
property is recognized as a public forum. 
A photo of the one he himself sponsors in 
a public park is posted on the Web site. 

The National Legal Foundation (NLF) 
has joined Barilla to try to inform may
ors, city councils and citizens across the 
nation regarding the sometimes contro
versial subject and the often confusing 
legalities surrounding Nativity scenes in 
public places. 

NLF president Steven W. Fitschen is
sued an August 6, 2007, memo to mayors 
and citizens clarifying the issue. Fitschen 
details the general guidelines that must 
be followed, then writes, thi.s 
area can be complicated, and the NLF will 
be glad to consult with mayors, council 
members, individuals and groups free of 
charge about these matters." 

Barilla's story, the NLF memo and 
other helpful information are available at 
his Web site or by calling him at 304-536-
9029. Barilla is also the founder and pro
moter for America's Christian Heritage 
Week (See related article on Page 8.) 

Honor clergy in October 
October is Clergy Appreciation Month 

- a special time set aside to honor pastors 
and their families for their hard work and 
dedication. 

The Scriptural foundation for setting 
aside a certain time to express your ap
preciation to your pastoral staff is found in 
1 Timothy 5:17, which says, "The elders 
who direct the affairs of the church well are 
worthy of double honor, especially those 
whose work is preaching and teaching." 

There are two ways to help pastors and 
their families feel appreciated. Do some
thing: 1) personally and 2) corporately as 



the body of Christ. Suggestions can be 
found in the complimentary Clergy Ap
preciation Month Planning Guide avail
able online at www.parsonage.org/im
ages/pdf!cam.pdf It includes step-by-step 
instructions, celebration ideas and long
term plans for proper care of pastors. 

Clergy Appreciation Month is one way 
to counteract "the negative erosion in the 
lives of our spiritual leaders with the pos
itive affirmation they need," as stated on 
the Clergy Appreciation Web site. 

While Clergy Appreciation is typi
cally observed in October, it can be held 
anytime of the year that is convenient for 
the church and the community. Theim
portant part is to make sure that congre
gations express their appreciation to their 
pastors throughout the year. 

www.parsonage.org 

EDUCATION 

Home education is 
booming business 

The home-school industry generates 
$650 million in annual sales say experts 

· d. ar.e between._ 1.9 
and 2.4 million students being schooled 
at home, according to Dr. Brian Ray, 
founder of National Home Education 
s·earch Institute. 

Susan Beatty co-founded Christian 
Home Educators Association (CHEA) in 
1982 after she decided to home-school her 
junior high school son. CHEA is one of a 
number of growing organizations founded 
to meet the needs of home-school families. 

Beatty says, "People thought we were a 
little crazy [in 1982)." Friends and church 
leaders were surprised that home-school
ing was even legal. 

Times have changed and the burgeon
ing phenomenon - a 7-15% annual in
crease - reflects a growing dissatisfaction 
with government-run schools. Parents 
cite safety, liberal curriculum, lack of 
moral values and quality of public schools 
as reasons to educate their children at 
home. However, for many, religion and 
faith issues are the main reason. 

Home-schooler Mbuyi Khuzadi says 
Christian parents must depend on 
church attendance to offset the liberal in
doctrination that occurs in public schools. 

Khuzadi is founder of Exploring 
Home-schooling. The organization's Web 
site ( www.exploringhomeschooling.com) 
posts a startling question and answer: 
Will your children believe in Jesus when 
they graduate from high school? Home 
schooled: 94%; Public schooled: 15%. 

www.christianexaminer.com, 9/20/07 

Penn school ousts 
Bible, recommends 
witchcraft book 

A Culbertson Elementary School 
kindergarten assignment in Newtown 
Square, Pennsylvania, was titled "All 
About Me." The project allegedly had a 
twofold purpose - to encourage students 
to share their personal interests, and to 
let classmates learn about each other. 
They could use a favorite toy, stuffed ani
mal, posters, games or books. 

When Wesley Busch's turn came, he 
asked his mother to read from his favorite 
book, the Bible. But school officials in the 
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The benefits of making a gift before December 31 
Potential tax savings from charitable deductions 
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Philadelphia suburb told Mrs. Busch she 
couldn't read from the Bible because it 
would be proselytizing. Instead, a teacher 
suggested Wesley's mother read a book 
about witches and Halloween. 

Alliance Defense Fund (ADF) has sub
mitted amicus briefs in a suit filed after a 
U.S. district court sided with the school's 
decision to ban the Bible reading. 

"The school's decision to ban religious 
speech is nothing more than blatant 
viewpoint discrimination," said ADF 
legal counsel Jeremy Tedesco. "Indeed, 
the Bible reading at issue in this case is 
Wesley's speech [not the school's]." ADF 
hopes to see the court decision over
turned in a higher court. 

www.worldnetdaily.com, 8/31/07 

MEDIA 

Public critical of media 
A recent poll conducted by the Pew 

Research Center reveals that Americans 
view U.S. news organizations as biased, 
inaccurate and uncaring. 

Respondents who rely on the Internet 
as their main source of news, which is ap
proximately 25% of all Americans, gave 
harsher criticism than those who rely on 
newspapers and television. 

More than two-thirds of Internet us
ers said they feel as if news organizations 
don't care about the people on which they 
report. Fifty-nine percent believe the re
porting to be inaccurate while 64% say 
the organizations are politically biased. 

When compared to a similar survey 
conducted in 1985 by Times Mirror, the 
Pew survey shows an across the board de
cline in the public's view of news media. 

"Two decades ago, public attitudes 
about how news organizations do their 
job were less negative," Pew said in a re
port. "Most people believed that news 
organizations stood up for America ... 
a majority believed that news organiza
tions got the facts straight." 

According to the Pew Research poll, 
that no longer appears to be the case. 

www.breitbart.com, 8/9/07 

Media sexualizes 
girls, report shows 

The American Psychological Associa
tion (APA) released a report earlier this 
year detailing what it calls the "sexualiza
tion of girls" and the negative impact this 
phenomenon is having on youngsters. 

The content and effects of nearly every 
form of media, including TV, music vid
eos and lyrics, magazines, movies, video 
games and the Internet, were analyzed. 
Recent advertising campaigns and prod
uct merchandising to young girls were 
also examined. 

The findings yielded somewhat of a 
"Girls Gone Wild" as evident from 
young girls posting nude pictures of 
themselves online, allowing boyfriends to 
photograph them that way and shooting 
their own porn videos. In other words, the 
report shows that young girls are bowing 
to the pressure of sexualization as exacer
bated by celebrities such as Paris Hilton, 
Britney Spears and Lindsay Lohan. 

consequences of the sexualiza-



tion of girls in media today are very real 
and are likely to be a negative influence 
on girls' healthy development," said Dr. 
Eileen L. Zurbriggen, chairwoman of the 
APA Task Force and associate professor 
of psychology at the University of Cali
fornia, Santa Cruz. 

For example, an over-sexed society 
could cause young girls to struggle with 
mental health issues such as emotional 
problems, eating disorders, low self-es
teem and depression. It could also hinder 
girls from developing a healthy sexual 
self-image. 

www.foxnews.com, 8/8/07 

PRO-LIFE 

Planned Parenthood 
sneaks into community 

The largest abortion mill in the coun
try has made its way into Aurora, Illinois, 
under a false name and with an uncertain 
business plan. 

Gemini Office Development, touted 
as a generic medical center with no ten
ant, is a 22,000 square-foot, $7.5 million 

sc.h.e.duled to 18. 
But thanks to the suspicions of a pro

life construction worker who questioned 
the installation of bulletproof glass and 
surgical suites, it is now public knowl
edge that Gemini was a front company 
for Planned Parenthood (PP), the world's 
largest abortion provided. 

"Frankly, I'm surprised we were able 
to keep it a secret for so long," said Steve 
Trombley, president of Planned Parent
hood/Chicago Area. didn't want any
thing to interfere with the opening, . .. " he 
admitted in a Chicago Tribune article. 

This secret strategy was adopted by PP 
after contractors stalled work on a clinic 
in Austin, Texas, in 2004. So PP officials 
make no apologies and offer no excuses 
for "sneaking" into the Aurora commu
nity with what has been nicknamed the 
"Abortion Fortress" and the "Auschwitz 
of America." 

But PP admitting its deceit did not 
appease concerned citizens, pro-lifers or 
future neighbors of the abortion facility. 
They brought the issue before the city at 
a public meeting in August where 120 
people signed up to speak. The decision 
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Did you know? 
90% of kids 
between 8 and 16 
have viewed 
pornography on 
the Internet. 
In most cases, the sex sites were accessed 
unintentionally when a child, often in the 
doing homework, used a seemingly 
sounding word to search for infonnatlon or 

Protect them with the 
best All-in-One Security 

Suite available 

Try it 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 

Bsafe 
ONLINE 

www. af afi lte r. com 
Includes Internet filter • anti-virus • firewall 
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to investigate the matter followed, and 
the city hired Chicago attorney Richard 
Martens to review the facility's 2006 pro
cess of approval. 

In the meantime, pro-lifers have been 
praying, fasting and holding a 24-hour 
vigil at the abortion mill. In addition, over 
1,300 pro-life proponents protested at the 
facility one Saturday in August. 

"Clearly, pro-lifers have done a good 
job over the years to damage PP's brand," 
wrote pro-life leader Jill Stanek in a 
WorldNetDaily article. "Now Planned 
Parenthood is hurting its own brand. Its 
skullduggery may get it what it wants in 
the short run but will hurt it in the long 
run, making Americans all the less trust
ful of it." 

RELIGION 

www. worldnetdaily, 8/29/07; 

www.lifesitenews.com 8/29/07 

Thinking of God 
fuels generosity, 
positive behavior 

Merely thinking about God prompts 
cooperative actions and generosity ac
cording to University of British Colum
bia (UBC) researchers. Azim Shariff, 
UBC Ph.D. graduate, and Ara Norenza
yan, UBC associate professor, conducted 
the study between September 2005 and 
July 2006. They were surprised by the 
magnitude of the positive results for the 
religious "prime" in their study. 

LifeSiteNews defined a "prime" as an 
"experimental procedure used by social 
and cognitive scientists to obtain indi
cators of social tendencies by implicitly 
inducing relevant thoughts." In Shariff 
and Norezayan's study, participants were 
randomly assigned either to the religious 
prime group or to the control group. 

Those in the first group played a word 
game in which they unscrambled sen
tences which used religious words such 
as spirit, divine, God, and sacred. Control 
group members performed the same task, 
but with non-spir itual words. 

All participants were then given 10 
one-dollar coins and asked to decide how 
many to keep and how to share with 
an anonymous recipient. Of those in the 

How to ... 

Contact your 
elected officials 
capwiz.com/afanet/home 
Links to contact information for federal 
and state officials as well as 
media companies 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 
Salutation: Dear Mr. President 
Comment line: 202-456-1111 
E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov 

U. S. Senate 
The Honorable _ __ _ 
Washington, DC 20510 
Salutation: Dear Senator ___ _ 
Switchboard: 202-224-3121 

U. S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable ___ _ 
Washington, DC 20515 
Salutation: Dear Congressman (or 
Congresswoman) ___ _ 
Switchboard: 202-224-3121 

religious prime group, 68% gave away $5 
or more to anonymous strangers, com
pared to 22% from the control group. 

"These are compelling findings," 
Shariff said, ... because they draw a 
causal relationship between religion and 
acting morally." The UBC research is the 
first of its kind in North America. 

www.lifesite.net, 8/30/07 

Plan observance of 
America's Christian 
Heritage Week 

Since 1992, Bruce Barilla has spear
headed the campaign to put America's 
Christian Heritage Week (ACHW) on 
the calendar as a major holiday. The West 
Virginia man is a activist who con
tinues to promote the event as a way to 
bring attention to the nation's Christian 
roots. Clearly, Barilla is not in it for the 
money. In fact, his campaign takes a lot 
out of his own wallet. 

don't want anything out of this," 



CURRENT AFA BOYCOTTS 
Ford Motor Company 
CEO Alan R. Mulally 
P. 0. Box 1899 
Dearborn, Ml 48121 
Phone: 313-322-3000 
Reason: Promotion and financing 
of the homosexual agenda through 
their policies and advertising 

Movie Gallery 
Chairman Joe Malugen 
900 W. Main Street 
Dothan, AL 36301 
Toll free: 800-677-2106 
E-mail: custserv@movgal.com 
Reason: Nation's leading video 
chain distributor of porn videos 

Barilla says. "It's just that I want to see 
our nation recognize the truth - we are a 
nation founded on Christian principles." 
He urges others to pursue the same goals 
by encouraging local and state officials to 
adopt a resolution designating ACHW. 

Barilla's efforts have had an impact in 
many states where like-minded citizens 

to issue annual 
proclamations observing ACHW. Most 
have chosen Thanksgiving week, a date 
Barilla suggests is appropriate, but others 
have selected a different date. 

His ultimate goal is to see a national 
proclamation of ACHW. However, he has 
been highly disappointed in President 
George W. Bush's lack of interest. While 
President Bush has issued 768 proclama
tions (including Jewish Heritage Week or 
Month annually from 2001 to 2007), he 
has refused requests to issue a proclama
tion regarding our Christian heritage. 

Ideas for promoting the observance at 
all levels are available at www.achw.org. 
For example, Barilla lists steps to take in 
urging your governor or mayor to pro
claim ACHW and ideas for local events 
to bring attention to the observance. Also 
at the Web site, he cites the purposes of 
ACHW and gives examples of proclama
tions issued by various government enti
ties. The same information is available in 
print by calling Barilla at 304-536-9029. 

"This is a simple but effective way to 
acknowledge that the U.S. was built on a 
Christian foundation," Barilla says. 

MOVIE REVIEWS 

The Cross and The Towers 
From Atlas Productions and Erwin Brothers Mo

tion Pictures comes an inspirational documentary 
that brings a fresh perspective of hope to the tragic 
happenings surrounding 9/11. 

The Cross and The Towers tells the personal sto
ries of seven individuals whose lives were changed not 
only by the gruesome terrorist attacks but also by a 
steel cross found in the rubble of Ground Zero. 

The cross immediately became a much-needed 
symbol of hope for the hurting and a stark reminder 
of God's hand amidst the chaos. Untold until now, 
the story of The Cross and The Towers exposes the 
hearts of chaplains, law enforcement officers, fire

men, family members and a businessmen who saw a glimpse of God while in the 
trenches of Ground Zero. 

"[This film] captures the heart of the experience and our need to look to God 
because it was all so beyond us, so beyond our comprehension," said John Picarello, 
New York City fireman, pastor and Ground Zero first responder, who is featured 
in the documentary. 

The Cross and The Towers contains actual footage from 9/11 as well as real 
audio from the attacks and rescue efforts. It's real. It's moving. It's personal. It's 
emotional, very well done and certainly worth watching. It is intense at times but 
not overtly gory. 

There are two audible uses of the word "freakin"' and some candid talk about the 
deceased. The award-winning 54-minute documentary is not rated. More informa
tion is available at www.thecrossandthetowers.com or by calling 888-319-0319. 

Review by Rebecca Grace 

Final Solution 
The location: Cape Town, South Africa. The year: 1993. The man: Gerrit Wol

faardt. The plan: Kill every black in South Africa. 
Final Solution is a complex story about Gerrit Wolfaardt (pronounced Hair

it Vulf-art), grandson of a South African freedom fighter. It details the struggle 
between blacks and whites in South Africa. The film begins when Gerrit, his wife, 
and an American film crew are holed up in a South African church while a crowd 
seeking revenge waits outside. It then moves from that point back into the past 
to uncover the dark secrets of apartheid, which is defined as "separateness," and 
God's work in Gerrit's life. Final Solution serves as a reminder of God's desire for 
unity and love for one another, regardless of race. 

This film is violent and contains this disclaimer: "Parental Guidance is sug
gested for scenes of violence." It is not, however, officially rated as such. 

Despite the violence, Final Solution is a story that shows God's ability to take a 
tragic circumstance and turn it on its ear. God can redeem the most brutal ideol
ogy and bring love and harmony out of it, as He does in the life of Gerrit. 

Abstinence advocate Lakita Garth has a role in Final Solution, which was filmed 
on location in South Africa. (See related story on Page 14.) She said that traveling to 
South Africa ... just really gave me a heart for the continent while I was there and 
[showed me] that the people were just hungry for the Gospel." 

Final Solution is a must-see for mature believers who want a better understand
ing of why racism should be addressed from a Biblical perspective. More informa
tion is available at wwwfinalsolution-themovie.com. 

Review by Hamilton Richardson 
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Powerful new film reveals 
porn's sickening inhumanity 
BY ED VITAGLIANO 

Living Biography Productions and 
Lake of Fire Productions have produced 
a powerful, award-winning documenta
ry that is sure to alarm parents as well as 
community and church leaders and hope
fully move them to take action against 
one of America's spiritual and cultural 
scourges: pornography. 

Traffic Control: The People's War 
on Internet Porn (www.trafficcontrol
themovie.com) is sad, scary and mesmer
izing. With top-notch production values, 
it is full of personal testimonies and fas
cinating interviews. While not titillating, 
the film is a graphic description of the 
loathsomeness of the so-called "adult" 
industry, and is not for the fainthearted. 
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One of the most compelling aspects of 
the film is that it follows the stories of two 
ex-porn stars - one man and one woman 
- as they relate the tragic tales of how 
they got sucked into the pornography 
industry and, almost miraculously, how 
they broke free. While the documentary 
is not a specifically Christian product, the 
redemptive story of Shelley Lubben, who 
as a porn star was nicknamed "Roxy," has 
clear Christian elements in it. Despite the 
sometimes gut-wrenching subject matter 
of Traffic Control, Roxy's journey back 
to becoming Shelley once again is worth 
the trip. 

The video's single potential weakness 
is its apparently unflinching recommen
dation of only one solution to the prob
lem - the Internet Community 
Port Act. Also known as Com
munity Port 80 or CP80, Traf
fic Control says CP80 
that adult content be placed 
on separate channels (ports) 
on the Internet so that parents 
can keep it out of their homes 
and schools." 

AFA believes that such an 
approach would be, at best, 
only a limited solution, since 
much of the pornographic 
content available online does 
not originate in the U.S. and 
might not be subject to such regulation. 

Also, the difficulty involved in defin
ing what is and is not pornography - and 

From Traffic Control - Former porn star 

Shelley Lubben describes how she survived 

the degredation of making porn films: "You 

just , like, go inside yourself and hide inside 

yourself, you're just, like, 'I'm not even here 

right now, this is bad.' ... You just kind of 

turn off. All I can say is I turned my human 

spirit off and I became this zombie called 

'Roxy.'" 

thus what would be forced onto a separate 
port - could mean that the producers of 
"adult" content might simply refuse to iso
late their material in an online ghetto. Le
gal challenges - probably successful ones 
- would be sure to follow. 

In defense of his company's approach 
to CP80, writer and producer Bryan Hall 
told APA Journal the intent of Traffic 
Control was not to limit the discussion 
of solutions but to encourage parents to 
get active in the search for one. 

AFA has always supported congressio
nal action against the porn industry, as 
well as federal prosecution through the 
U.S. Justice Department. However, AFA 
has also strongly recommended that par
ents get good filtering software for their 
computers. While not the final answer 
to the problem of Internet porn -
cially as kids get older and more savvy 
about computers - filtering does provide 
a strong level of protection for younger 
kids. 

With that single perceived flaw aside, 
the effect of Traffic Control on the view
er is haunting and visceral. No one who 
watches this film can ever again see porn 
as a "victimless crime." <@>< 

Filmmakers interviewed teens in major U.S. 

cities. Many admitted they regularly view 

pornography. 



What partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? What fellowship has 
light with darkness? What portion does a believer share with an unbeliever? 

- from II Corinthians 6: 14-15 

You don't need to be a partner in abortions and other unbiblical practices with the money God 
has entrusted to you. Instead you can partner with fellow caring believers, praying and sharing in 
one another's medical needs. 

When you participate in any health insurance plan, you are agreeing that the money from your pre
miums can be used for anything covered under the plan. (In fact, you are even helping support other 
plans your company may offer.) You become part ners in t he health care cho ices of everyone your 
insurance company covers, even t hose choices t hat are unbiblical. 

You be working and praying for abortion to end, but paying for abortions and "morning-after" 
pills with your health insurance dollars. A policy may not mention abortion. It could say "women's 
services" or "reproductive treat ments" or "birth control." Possibly only the insurance underwriters or 
government bureaucrats will know for sure. The end result is st ill t he same. Are you a partner in paying 
for abort ions? 

You may be encouraging others t o trust in Jesus Christ and live a life t hat pleases Him. At the same 
time, t he premiums for your healt h insurance may be encouraging immoral living by paying for the 
t reatment of sexually transmitted diseases or drug or alcohol abuse. Is your household a partner in 
encouraging t hese practices? 

Since 1994, members of Samaritan Ministries have been sharing one another's medical needs 
through a simple, Biblical approach that doesn't involve health insurance. They have agreed not 
to share in medical needs for unbiblical practices, and their monthly share for a family of any size 
has never exceeded $248*, even less for couples and singles. Come enjoy the blessings of being a 
partner with fellow believers worldwide in this caring, effective ministry. 

To learn more about our non-insurance, Biblical ministry call us toll-free at 
1.888.2.0THERS (1.888.268.4377). Mention you saw us in AFA)ournal. 

*as of June 2007 

Biblical principles 
applied to health care 

www.samaritanministries.org 



Slay 

BY STEVE Solomon intimately understood 
how powerful sexual tempta
tion can be for a young man. It 
was with that man in mind that 
he wrote the fifth chapter of 

Proverbs. "My son, give attention to my 
wisdom, incline your ear to my under
standing .. .. For the lips of an adulteress 
drip honey and smoother than oil is her 
speech" (Proverbs 5:1-3). 

Those two sentences perfectly describe 
both the power of sexual temptation and 
its antidote. The wise king understood 
that, if a young man is to successfully 
withstand the charms of the temptress, 
he must be prepared ahead of time. Time 
spent in the Word every day builds up a 
man's immune system against the poison 
of pornography. The Scriptures are sim
ply the thinking and perspectives of the 
Lord. As a man continually immerses 
himself in the Bible, he will gradually 
take on God's mindset toward life, peo
ple and, yes, even sexuality. A man who 
devotes daily time to the Word is given 
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the serpent 
spiritual insight into the power of temp
tation and how it works. 

Notice again what Solomon says 
about sexual sin. He personifies it as an 
adulteress whose lips of honey represent 
promised fulfillment. The temptation 

seems irresistible because it is laced 
with deception - namely, that 

the act of sin will bring about 
tremendous pleasure and 
satisfaction. The tantaliz
ing thought is presented 
and all thoughts of resis

tance are forgotten. The act 
of sexual sin looks abso

lutely intoxicating and 
therefore irresistible. 

The smooth oil 
represents the crafti
ness of the enemy. 

Fully camouflaged and 
extremely calculating, he 

presents the perfect illusion, 
timing each consecutive attack "to steal, 
and kill, and destroy" God's property. 

Power of the Word 
The wise man, whose heart has been 

fortified with the Word of God, sees the 
devil behind that intoxicating tempta
tion. In the Garden, Satan exposed him
self as the crafty serpent he is. I imagine 
him being very much like a cobra. Known 
for the hideous hood it extends when pre
paring to attack, it actually spits into the 
eyes of its victim before striking. With its 
target blinded and helpless, the serpent 
could easily squirm away into the brush. 
But this viper is not content with escape; 
it enjoys killing. With bared fangs, it 
lunges, injecting its deadly poison into its 

victim's body. 
This is a fitting picture of the man lured 

into viewing pornography. The tempta
tion usually begins when he comes across 
a glimpse of flesh and/or a sexually sug
gestive hyperlink. It is just enough venom 
to temporarily blind him to the impend
ing danger. The initial presentation is 
stimulating, creating a sensual atmosphere 
which spiritually incapacitates him. 

Now the serpent moves in for the kill. 
That one glimpse of porn unleashes a 
poison that rockets into the man's soul 
and instantly spreads throughout his 
ing. Just like a snakebite victim, he enters 
a catatonic state of mind: a sexual trance 
where all reason seems to abandon him. 
Lust rushes through his body; his face 
flushes with excitement; his palms get 
sweaty. Solomon described this spiritual 
stupor this way: "With her many persua
sions she entices him. With her flattering 
lips she seduces him. Suddenly he follows 
her as an ox goes to the slaughter, or 
one in fetters to the discipline of a fool, 
until an arrow pierces through his liver; 
as a bird hastens to the snare, so he does 
not know that it will cost him his life" 
(Proverbs 7:21-23). 

Conversely, the man who "receives 
with meekness the engrafted word," dis
cerns the source of temptation that comes 
his way. He understands that, behind the 
beautiful illusion of pleasure, there is a 
snake coiled and ready to strike. He has 
been bitten by it before and has learned 
the hard way the price that is paid for 
ery indulgence. He has the heart knowl
edge (much different from head knowl
edge) to a doer of the Word" and turn 
away from the temptation. 

Time spent in the Word 
every day builds up a man's 
immune system against the 

poison of pornography. 



Continuing in Proverbs 5, Solomon 
went on to speak of the aharit - the end -
of sexual sin: "But in the end she is bitter as 
wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword. 
Her feet go down to death, her steps take 
hold of hell." This Hebraic term describes 
the inevitable consequences of all sin. He 
would later write, "There is a way which 

PORN ADDICTION HELP 
Pure Life Ministries 
www.purelifeministries.org 
859-824-6919 
Counseling, residential and 
at-home intervention and treat
ment focuses on learning and 
applying Biblical principles. Also 
many print resources for men 
and by PLM founders 
Steve and Kathy Gallagher. 

Eternal Perspective Ministries 
www.epm.org 
503-668-5200 
Outstanding online and print 
resources including small book 
The Purity Principle by EPM 

Alcorn. 

Focus on the Family 
www.pureintimacy.org 
719-531-3400 
Online resource for parents, 
couples, ministry leaders or 
anyone struggling with intimacy, 
addictions, homosexuality and 
other sexuality issues. 

New Life Ministries 
www.newlife.com 
800-NEW-LIFE (639-5433) 
Counseling, seminars and print 
resources including Every Man's 
Battle book series. 

www.pureonline.com 
www.xxxchurch.com 
Both offer a wealth of online 
helps for pastors and others 
struggling with porn addictions, 
including online curriculum for 
personal use. Sponsor and pro
vide resources for National Porn 
Sunday October 7. 

seems right to a man, but its aharit is the 
way of death" (Proverbs 14:12). 

Potential of 
Once a snake bites, its victim then 

becomes vulnerable to other predators. 
Some time ago, I watched a National Geo
graphic special that showed a lioness who 
had been bitten by a cobra. For days, she 
suffered under the effects of its venom. 
Weakened to the point of collapse, she 
faced great danger from a roving pack of 
ravenous hyenas. She was helpless to de
fend herself from their savage attacks. 

This is certainly true of the man who 
views pornography. Its poison, rather 
than dissipating after he has completed 
his act of lust, continues to contaminate 
his heart over the coming days. Its toxin 
remains in his system, altering his per
spectives, polluting his mind and spread
ing darkness over his soul. The lust it 
initially appealed to is now inflamed into 
burning desire. Rather than satisfying 
the man's sexual passion, it only serves to 
further ignite it. 

Not only must the infected man deal 
with the aftereffects of the bite, but now 
he is even more weakened spiritually 
against the enemies of his soul. He at
tempts to go about his daily routines, but 
lascivious memories continue to haunt 
him. These images are like Third World 
beggars crowding around him, clamor
ing for another handout. No matter how 
much you give them, they're never satis
fied. Indeed, every gift only emboldens 
them to demand more. 

No wonder Solomon warned: "Keep 
your way far from her and do not go near 
the door of her house, or you will give 
your vigor to others and your years to the 
cruel one" (Proverbs 5:8-9). The house 
of the adulteress - much like an X-rated 
Web site - is nothing more than a den of 
writhing vipers. It would be wise to avoid 

PORNOGRAPHY 

such a place! 
The poisoned victim's only hope for 

freedom is to go "cold turkey." Just as a 
heroin addict must lock himself up un
til the drug gradually works its way out 
of his body, so too it takes time for the 
venom of pornography to lose its power. 
Every tick of the clock could be harboring 
a voluptuous temptress, ready to lure him 
back into sin. And yet, every minute that 
passes without failure, delivers the man 
that much further out of her reach. When 
it comes to porn addiction, the longer he 
stays away, the better his chances of es
caping her evil clutches for good. 

Just as the Word of God prepares a 
man to face temptation, it is also the 
only antidote for the man once he has 
been bitten by the serpent of lust. Regu
lar doses of Scripture are the very thing 
he needs to be built up spiritually and 
thus counteract the effects of the poison 
of pornography. "Precept upon precept; 
line upon line; here a little, and there a 
little . . .. " (Isaiah 28:10) Every word, verse 
and chapter he meditates upon serves to 
strengthen him. 

Christian_ men must do everything 
within their power to avoid the house of 
the adulteress. Two practical measures a 
man should take include an Internet filter 
on his computer and controlling his tele
vision viewing. However, the fact remains 
that we live in a snake-infested world. In 
our day, it is almost inevitable that men 
will face this temptation at some point. 
The wise believer will prepare himself for 
that day with the Word of God. It is only 
"the sword of the Spirit" that can sever 
the head of the serpent of porn. 

Steve Gallagher is founder 
of Pure Life Ministries. 
Interact with Steve at 
his blog at www.pure
lifeministries.org . 

Porn Awareness Week 

,. 
• 

- _,· 
OCTOBER 28-NOVEMBER 4 
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Plain talk for a confused 

AUTHOR CUTS THROUGH MORAL HAZE TO CONNECT 

WITH TEENS ABOUT SEX AND RELATIONSHIPS 

BY REBECCA GRACE 

bstinence advocate Laki
ta Garth holds nothing 
back as she sounds off 
about the sex-saturated 
culture in which today's 

teens are living and the impact this cul
ture is having on those who believe the 
lies disguised in truth's clothing. 

In her book and ab
stinence curriculum 
titled The Naked Truth 
About Sex, Love and 
Relationships, Garth 
"undresses" these lies 
and sets the record 
straight for both adults 

and teens. In fact, she is so blunt in her 
approach that the contents may be star-
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tling to some. 
She began writing The Naked Truth 

after testifying before the U.S. Senate and 
former U.S. Surgeon General Jocelyn El
ders about teen pregnancy prevention. 
She was there as a representative for A.C. 
Green's Athletes for Abstinence youth pro
gram, and she was astounded by the illiter
ate response she received from the panel. 

"The senators didn't know enough to 
even ask the right questions," she said. 

Plus, confusion ensued from sex-edu
cation proponents, namely Elders, who 
were tweaking words in their favor. Sex 
education incorporates abstinence with 
safe-sex practices. 

For example, according to Teachthe
Facts.org., Elders once said, teach our 
young people what to do in the front seat, 
but we need to start teaching them what to 

do in the back seat. The vows of abstinence 
break far more easily than a condom." 

Then months later, Garth recalled El
ders talking positively about abstinence 
saying it should be the of 
sex-ed and that it should taught to 
grades K-12. 

But there was more than meets the eye 
to Elders' comments, which, when taken 
as a whole, were sending a contradictory 
message to the Senate. Prompted by the 
Holy Spirit, Garth decided to use infor
mation she had collected from Elders' of
fice to clarify. She explained to the Senate 
that Elders' definition of abstinence 
outer-course, which is everything except 
for intercourse." 

Garth proceeded to read to the sena
tors a list of 20 actions defined as outer
course. 

"Needless to say, I could see their faces 
turning red of embarrassment, not anger 
- embarrassment," Garth said. 

Garth's message was strong as appar
ent from all the questions being directed 
toward her - not the doctors - following 
the testimonies made before the Senate. 

That day, Garth realized the impor
tance of God's instructions to "Study 
to show yourself approved," and to "Be 
ready in season and out of season." 

She was flabbergasted by how easily 
people, including those in public office, 
are led astray. 

She was reminded how easily even 
intelligent lawmakers can be deceived 
when their thoughts are not informed by 
Scripture. 

"And by the end of the day," she said, 
realized it truly is God at the helm of 

this country." 

Undressing the need 
It was clear to Garth that the naked 

truth needed to be told, so she set out to 
write a book of sexual apologetics because 
she believes it is important to recognize 
and respond to a person's perceived need 
as a way of getting to his real need - Jesus. 

Therefore, The Naked Truth about 
Sex, Love and Relationships addresses a 
number of topics relevant to today's teens 
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culture 
induding the top 10 sexually transmitted 
diseases, the "safe sex" lie taught in pub
lic schools, renewed virginity, the AIDS 
epidemic in Africa, the HPV campaigns, 
the sexual influence of media and the 
consequences of premari,tal sex. 

These are heavy issues that Garth dis
cusses in a blunt manner through her 
writing and speaking. 

"What parents need to understand is, 
particularly Christians, they've got to ... 
stop isolating their children and start in
sulating their children," Garth said. 

In other words, Garth says teens need 
to be insulated with a clear understanding 
of sex rather than isolated from the truth. 

"Many times I see Christian kids raised 
by parents who completely isolate them, 
give them no insulation . . . other than 
'because the Bible says she added. 
"And so the church has got to be relevant. 
It's got to be relatable. It's got to be real, 
and the perfect example of that is Jesus 
Christ," Garth said. 

relevant; He talked about the 
issues of the day. He was relatable; His 
parables were agrarian because that was 
the culture that He was in. . . . And He 
was real; He was so real it disturbed the 
Pharisees, or the religious people in the 
church, ... " she added. 

Garth thinks those who hold to reli
gious tradition instead of real Christian
ity are actually the ones "stunting what 
God is trying to do to free a generation of 
young people." 

Revealing the past 
Garth knows from personal experience 

what like to be stunted by "church-go
ers" after growing up in a community that 
Money Magazine once labeled "the most 
dangerous place in America to live" and 
"the worst place to raise kids." Her wid
owed mother raised Garth and her four 
older brothers in a God-fearing home. 
Yet, there was no emphasis on a personal 
relationship with Christ because she and 
her family were never exposed to that. 

"I thought church was where the hypo
crites went because all my friends who 
were telling me I needed to go to church 

were the ones who were smoking weed, 
staying out late, sleeping around, . .. " she 
said. 'Tm like great, if that's what church 
does for you, staying home and wor
shipping the NFL on Sunday." 

Garth had the reputation of the girl 
next door and never joined her friends 
in their immorality, yet at the same time 
never went to church. 

"The Gospel would've carried more 
weight if I just saw people living what 
they were talking [about] to begin with," 
she explained. "Here are all my friends 
telling me I needed to go to church, and 
they were living [a life of sin] the other six 
days of the week. So I was kind of turned 
off, needless to say . . .. 

But God had his own plan of bringing 
Garth to· Him. 

Exposing the truth 
Garth was saved 

in her late teens af
ter seeing and ex
periencing what it 
means to be a real 
Christian - or dis
ciple, as she prefers 
to call it. 

"When became a Christian, I be
came a disciple, and I said if going to 
do this, going to do it right, and 
not going to half-step like the majority of 
the people that I saw," Garth said. "I real
ized that my faith has to impact the world 
around me." 

Garth's opportunity to impact the 
world from a public forum came as a re
quest from Amy, the praise and worship 
leader in her church. 

"She was my hero because she just told 
the truth like it was. She would preach to 
anybody, anywhere, anytime and would 
have no fear of man whatsoever," Garth 
explained. 

Amy had lived a life of heartbreak, 
having had three abortions in her life be
fore becoming a Christian. So Amy start
ed an abstinence program and recruited 
Garth as a speaker. 

"Amy, I don't know if anyone's told 
you this or not, but I don't have a story," 
Garth told Amy. 

That was the whole reason Amy asked 
Garth to speak. She knew Garth's life 
would be an example to others. At the time, 

Garth was a cheerleader at the University 
of Southern California and a virgin. 

She didn't marry until years later, 
when she was 36. She and her husband 
kissed for the first time during their wed
ding. She later started her own inspira
tional youth program called Club Var
sity, and since then has become a media 
consultant and author. She is a former 
Miss Black California and has a role in 
the PBS film Final Solution. (See review 
on Page 9.) 

But even before all of that, Amy helped 
Garth realize that a person's life is either 
an example or a warning, and people 
need to hear both. 

So Garth began volunteering as an ab
stinence speaker in middle schools and 
high schools. Her plans for law school 
changed to full-time ministry, begin
ning with campus ministry, before God 
opened the door to the entertainment in
dustry where Garth became a profession
al dancer. She did some work on ESPN as 
well as dance numbers at awards shows 
and commercials for Nike and Reebok. 
She even danced in halftime shows at the 
Super Bowl. 

Being in the entertainment industry, 
Garth quickly realized that the majority 
of the people in Hollywood were clueless 
about the Gospel and very few Christians 
were there sharing it. So God used Garth 
to lead Laker Girls, All-American dancers 
and others to the Lord, all while continu
ing to speak in schools about abstinence. 

Then slowly God began to shut the 
doors to jobs in the entertainment indus
try. Because Garth was so committed to 
upholding her morals, "I developed the 
reputation as the girl who turns down 
jobs, ... she said. 

Garth clearly remembers the words 
the Holy Spirit spoke to her before she 
began dancing: "You will be seen by the 
eyes of millions. Perform for an audience 
of One," she said. "And I knew who that 
One was." 

It's the same One who boosted her ca
reer as an outspoken abstinence advocate 
and ignited her passion to see young kids 
make better choices by exposing them to 
the truth, whole truth and nothing 
but the naked truth. 

For more information: www.thena
kedtruthaboutsex.com <@>< 
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Eureka! 
EXCLAIM GAY ACTIVISTS 

Arkansas city council sides with 
homosexuals, against Christians 

BY ED VITAGLIANO 
It's a little town in Arkansas with 

a name connected to Christian tradi
tions by virtue of events like The Great 
Passion Play, and places to visit such as 
Christ of the Ozarks, the Bible Museum 
and Thorncrown Chapel. 

Now, however, the name of Eureka 
Springs is also connected to controversy 
over the homosexual agenda. 

If that sounds incongruous, it also 
came as a surprise to the Rev. Philip Wil
son, pastor of First Christian Church in 
Eureka Springs, when he found out what 
the city council had done. 

In May the town's leadership unani
mously approved an ordinance that al
lows homosexual couples to register 
as domestic partners, making Eureka 
Springs the first city in Arkansas to have 
such a registry. 

Rev. Wilson has led an effort to resist 
the council's decision. "This is an issue of 
City Hall, the city council with six votes 
making a moral decision for an entire 
city," he told KTHV, the CBS affiliate in 
Little Rock. 

'We deserve civil rights' 
Those in favor of the domestic partner 

registry, like Mayor Dani Wilson, have 
lauded the council. "It was an historic 
day for the city of Eureka Springs and the 
state of Arkansas," she told the Carroll 
County News as 18 gay couples signed up 
at city hall on June 22, the day the regis
try officially opened. "And I'm proud of 
what we have accomplished." 

What is it that supporters of the reg
istry think has been accomplished? Al
though The Morning News, a newspaper 
in northwest Arkansas, said Mayor Wil
son and other members of the city council 
did not consider the registry a gay issue 

cohabiting heterosexual couples could 

16 AFA JOURNAL October 2007 

also register oth
er supporters of the 
vote clearly did. 

One lesbian cou
ple that registered, 
Maria Howard and 
Trella Laughlin, 
told KTHV, "Gays 
and lesbians are 
good people and we deserve civil rights 
just like everybody else." 

However, the domestic partner reg
istry doesn't actually grant anything in 
the way of civil rights . Mayor Wilson ad
mitted that the certificate of registration 
"means nothing legally. It holds no legal 
boundaries or connotations at all." 

By virtue of the city council's vote, ho
mosexual couples can go to Eureka Springs 
and register their partnership and receive 
a certificate. While some companies like 
AT&T, Cisco Systems and Kraft Foods 
will extend domestic partner benefits on 
the basis of that certificate, the registry 
does not confer any legal standing that, 
for instance, would force other Arkansas 
towns to recognize the relationship. 

"It is just a piece of paper that says 
these two people are in a relationship 
and are committed to each other," Mayor 
Wilson said. "That's all." 

The church's 'prophetic voice' 
In the opinion of those opposed to the 

city council's decision, however, not 
all the piece of paper says. It represents a 
promotion of the homosexual lifestyle. 

Rev. Wilson said, "God wants everybody 
to have the best possible life. Anything that 
deteriorates from the quality of life, God 
would like to call us away from that, and I 
put homosexuality in that context." 

It was the church 's reponsibility, he 
added, to take a stand against the promo
tion of homosexuality. 

"What I've learned out of this is the 
importance of the prophetic voice of 
the church," he told OneNewsNow.com. 
"God calls us as a prophet occasionally, 
and our job is to speak the words and the 
message of God even, if necessary, in a 
hostile environment." 

There's little doubt that homosexu
als play a huge role in the of 
Springs. KTHV said that, of the roughly 
2,000 people who live there, about 400 
are homosexual. That's a whopping 20% 
of the population far in excess of the ap
proximately 2-3% of the U.S. population 
as a whole who are gay or lesbian. 

The Web site www.eurekasprings.com 
considers the gay-friendly atmosphere a 
positive thing. "Sometimes people ask us, 
'Is it true that Eureka Springs is a haven for 
gays and lesbians?' Well, yes," the site says. 
"Eureka Springs is also a haven for fami
lies, church groups, astrologers, lawyers, 
artists, musicians, accountants ... we're a 
diverse community in every sense of the 
word." (Emphasis in original.) 

The Web site promotes the city's "gay
friendly lodging" as well as locations and 
even churches which would allow a gay 
couple to experience a "commitment cer
emony" or "holy union." 

Tourism threatened 
But that gay-friendly reputation is one 

of the things that bothers Rev. Wilson. 
sadness is Eureka Springs is being 

marketed more and more as a homosexu-



al destination," he told KTHV. 
Of course, no one is arguing that 

homosexuals shouldn't be allowed to 
congregate in a small town and create a 
gay-friendly culture, as is apparently hap
pening in Eureka Springs. 

However, that reality is putting the 
resort town on a collision course with 

tourism base. For ex
ample, for almost 40 years some 7 mil
lion people have come from 
all over the world to see the 
nation's largest and argu
ably most popular outdoor 
drama, the Great Passion 
Play, which covers the last 
two weeks of the life of 
Christ. 

Will Eureka Springs' de
cision to create the domestic 
partner registry cause that 
flow to become a trickle? 

On July 12, Eureka 
Springs publicist Ken Run

told KHBS/KHOG, the 
ABC affiliates in Fort Smith and Fayette
ville, Arkansas, that he had been getting 
pounded with e-mails protesting the reg
istry - at least 6,600 of which came from 
Arkansans who had heard about the vote 
fromAFA. 

"There are people making statements 
that they're not coming back," Rundel 
said. "Church groups, youth groups are 
not coming back because of the activities 
that we now promote in Eureka Springs." 

The EurekaSprings.com Web site is a 
perfect example. What it describes as a 
sign of the city's presumably progressive 
attitude would make many parents very 
uneasy: "Walk through Eureka Springs 
and you'll not only see diversity, but also 
tolerance and respect for the differences 
among us. Envision a place where a gal
lery displaying erotic art and a Bible store 
stand side by side. Imagine a group of 
bonneted Quakers parting company po
litely to pass around two men kissing on 
a corner." 

That's the kind of stuff that will scare 
away many tourists, according to Rev. Wil
son. "The problem is that Eureka Springs is 
a tourist destination. And our three great
est sources of income are religious groups, 
families, and weddings," he said. "And not 
only is this a moral issue and a marriage 
issue, it's an economic issue." 

What now? 
Rev. Wilson tried to keep the city 

council from making what he considers 
both a moral and an economic mistake. 
He took out ads in two local newspapers 
protesting the domestic partner 
and spoke out against it before the city 
council itself. 

He also tried to get other churches in 
Eureka Springs active in the battle. With 
the exception of one other church, none 
of the pastors wanted to get involved. 

Rev. Wilson attempted to get voters 
involved by helping to gather signatures 
on a petition. That would have made the 
registry a matter that voters could decide 
in a referendum, rather than leaving it 
in the hands of a mayor and city council 
who were clearly enthusiastic for the gay-

friendly measure. 
However, both petition drives were re

jected on technical grounds by Mary Jean 
Sell, the city clerk. 

Rev. Wilson admitted that he'd had 
difficulties with such matters. a 
preacher, not a politician nor an attor
ney," he said. 

But AFA founder and chairman Don 
Wildman said concerned citizens in the 
community could have and should have 
done more to help Rev. Wilson prevent 
the council's action. 

"This is basically the result of a com
munity refusing to do anything [ or to] 
get involved because this has been go
ing on - it's been in secret, but it's public 
knowledge now," Wildman said. "So it's 
going to be up to the individuals in Eu
reka Springs and the surrounding area to 
try to resolve this situation." 

His suggestion? Christians should 
take the issue to the ballot box. "If they 
want to preserve their city and what it 's 
known for and the way it's been viewed 
for scores of years now, I would suggest 
they get busy replacing the mayor and the 
city council," he said. "Or at least [call for] 
a referendum to override this sanctioning 
of [what is], in essence, civil unions." 

John McAteer, 
sales and market
ing director for 
The Great Passion 
Play, said there was 
nothing his orga
nization could do 
about the council's 
decision, and he 
hoped that Chris
tians would not 
hold the Passion 
Play responsible. 

"We are a shin
ing light in a com

munity of darkness," he told OneNews
Now.com. "And the best thing that a 
Christian can do is come and support and 
help us, and what a great mission field we 
have here." 

McAteer suggested that Christians 
could make their voice heard by support
ing God-honoring businesses and events 
in Eureka Springs. "If everyone stays 
away, this shining light in this commu
nity will go out." <w:>< 

October 2007 AFA JOURNAL 17 



LAMBS TO 

SLAUGHTER 
IS A GENOCIDE AGAINST CHRISTIANS UNDER WAY IN IRAQ? 

BY ED VITAGLIANO 
hen most Western
ers think of Iraq, 
more than likely the 
images that come to 
mind are related to 

the U.S.-led war there, or perhaps the suf
fering of Iraqis trapped between warring 
Shiites and Sunnis, rival Muslim sects. 

That would be understandable. Such 
images have dominated the news since 
the U.S. invaded Iraq in 2003. 

But there is a story beneath the daily 
images of patrolling U.S. troops or the 
gruesome results of roadside bombs and 
terrorist attacks on civilians. According 
to some, Iraqi Christians are facing an
nihilation at the hands of an increasingly 
militant Islam that demands submission 
- or else. 

There are Christians in Iraq? 
Westerners might think Muslim na

tions like Iraq are practically devoid of 
Christians. But at one time there were 1.5 
million believers in that country com
prising 8% of the population. 

Peter BetBasoo, an Iraqi Assyrian and 
the director of the Assyrian Internation
al News Agency (AINA, www.aina.org), 
said his people - the Assyrians - are eth
nically distinct from the Arab and Kurd
ish populations of Iraq. They are, in fact, 
the only indigenous people there, having 
lived in that part of the Middle East for 
7,000 years. 

The majority of Assyrians are Chris
tians, and belong to three main denomi
nations: the Holy Apostolic Catholic 
Assyrian Church of the East, the Syriac 
Orthodox Church and the Chaldean 
Church of Babylon. 

"This distinct identity of Assyrians, 
especially their Christian faith, sets them 
apart from the rest of the population," 
BetBasoo said. 

It has also made them the target of 
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Muslim violence. In his report, Incipient 
Genocide: The Ethnic Cleansing of the As
syrians of Iraq, BetBasoo said, system
atic campaign of persecution of [Chris
tians] ... is unfolding." 

The result has been devastating, as 
thousands of Christians flee the country. 
The percentage of the Iraqi population 
that is Christian is now down to 3-4%, 
according to Archbishop Avak Asadou
rian, the primate of the Armenian Apos
tolic Church in Baghdad. 

According to an article on Front
pagemag.com, Asadourian told a World 
Council of Churches gathering of 130 in
ternational church officials in Amman, 
Jordan, that due to persecution the mem
bers of his own church had declined from 
about 650 members to about 125. 

Asadourian's estimates reflect U.S. 
government statistics. The yearly report 
of the U.S. Commission on International 
Religious Freedom (www.uscirfgov) , re
leased in May 2007, said that since April, 
2003, 50% of Assyrian Christians have 
fled Iraq. 

Oppression, expulsion and flight 
Muslim anger towards Christians in 

Iraq always seems ready to explode. In 
one night, for example, Incipient Geno
cide said 500 shops owned by Assyrians 
in Dora, a primarily Assyrian neighbor
hood in Baghdad, were burned. 

Church buildings are not exempt from 
Muslim rage, either. Last June, St. Jacob 
Church in Dora was attacked, the Chris
tians guarding the building were mur
dered, and the church was looted and then 
designated to be turned into a mosque. 

Meanwhile, in northern Iraq, which is 
home to Kurdish Muslims who have es
caped the brunt of the war and the civil dis
cord between Sunnis and Shiites, Assyrian 
Christians have also come under pressure. 

"Kurdish authorities denied foreign re
construction assistance for Assyrian com-

munities and used public works projects 
to divert water and other vital resources 
from Assyrian to Kurdish 
Betbasoo said. "Kurdish forces blockaded 
Assyrian villages." 

When Christians aren't being denied 
help, they're often being forced to pay 
extortion. Incipient Genocide related 
that in March 2007, al-Qaeda terrorists 
moved into Dora and began forcing As
syrian Christians to pay the jizya, the tax 
demanded by the Koran which all Chris
tians and Jews must pay in exchange for 
being allowed to live and practice their 
faith in Islamic countries. 

Christian families were told by Mus
lims at their doors "to either pay money 
(jizya) to support the insurgents or con
vert to Islam, or leave the house within 24 
hours or else be killed." 

As early as October 2004, BetBasoo 
said Muslims were distributing leaflets 
with the message: "Christians go; leave 
Iraq." He said, "Word was passed around 
in the mosques, telling Muslims not to 
buy anything from the Christians. Not 
only are they infidels, it was said, but also 
they would soon be leaving, so the Mus
lims would be able to take their homes 
and property for free." 
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Sometimes poorer Christians were al
lowed to pay a different price if they did 
not money to pay the jizya. 
BetBasoo said one representative from a 
nearby mosque said families who could 
not pay "were told to send one family 
member to the mosque on Friday to an
nounce their conversion to Islam. Fami
lies who refused to do this were told they 
must leave their homes immediately and 
not take any of their belongings with 
them because 'your properties belong to 
the mosque."' 

This spring Mar Addai II, the Patri
arch for the Ancient Assyrian Church of 
the East complained to AINA, "Only the 
families that agree to give a daughter or 
sister in marriage to a Muslim can remain, 
which means that the entire nuclear fam
ily will progressively become Muslim." 

This oppression is taking its toll on 
the Christian community in Iraq. In May 
the Reverend Temathaus Eisha, pastor of 
the Church of St. Shimoni in Dora, con
firmed to AINA that Christian Assyrians 
are, in fact, being displaced from their 
homes in the district. He said that the ma
jority of Assyrians have abandoned these 
areas, and that churches and a number of 
monasteries had also been deserted. 

A priest views the damage to St. George's Church in Baghdad, Iraq, the 

day after a car bomb attack. Muslim militants detonated car bombs in 

quick succession near two churches, killing at least three people and 

injuring 52 others. Three weeks earlier, a string of bombs exploded at five 

Christian churches. (AP Photo/Hadi Mizban) 

Killing of Christians 
While the persecu

tion of Christians has 
not turned into a kill
ing spree involving 
thousands, some of the 
murders are horrific 
and appear to be meant 
to serve as a warning. 
For example, in one in
cident in October 2006, 
a 14-year-old boy in the 
al-Basra neighborhood 
of Mosul was actually 
crucified. 

"There is no greater 
symbol of life and hope 
for Christians than the 
cross and crucifixion of 
Jesus Christ," BetBasoo 

said. "This very symbolism was inverted 
and used to terrorize the [Christian] resi
dents" of that city. 

The boy's family certainly got the mes
sage. "The family intended to leave Iraq 
as soon as possible," he said. "So effective 
was the terror effect of the crucifixion 
that even the victim's family could not 
properly grieve for its son. The Assyrian 
community in al-Basra was terrified." 

Also that same month in the city of 
Baquba, another 14-year-old Christian 
Assyrian named Ayad Tariq, was decapi
tated at his work place. A co-worker wit
nessed the incident after hiding himself 
when a group of masked Muslim insur
gents approached. 

The Muslims asked the boy for his 
identification. BetBasoo relayed what 
happened: "[T]he insurgents ques
tioned Ayad after seeing that his ID 
stated 'Christian,' asking if he was truly 
a 'Christian sinner.' Ayad replied, 'Yes, I 
am Christian but I am not a sinner.' The 
insurgents quickly said this is a 'dirty 
Christian sinner!' Then they proceeded 
to each hold one limb, shouting 'Allahu 
akbar! Allahu akbar!' ["God is great! God 
is great!"] while beheading the boy." 

Another murder that month, as 

plained by Incipient Genocide, was also 
particularly gruesome. The report said, 

Assyrian toddler was kidnapped in 
Baghdad. The mother, a Christian, could 
not pay the ransom and the young child 
was returned to her, beheaded, roasted 
and served on a mound of rice." 

Genocide under cover of war 
These grisly murders reveal a savage 

hatred for Christians that must seem 
alien to believers in the West, who con
sider it persecution when they aren't al
lowed to sing Christmas carols at a public 
school. But for the Assyrian Christians 
living in Iraq, extortion, expulsion or 
even death are a daily threat to the lives 
of family and friends . 

It is true that the persecution of Assyr
ians is occurring during what is arguably 
a Sunni-Shiite civil war in Iraq. But Bet
Basoo said he did not believe that Assyr
ians are random victims of this civil war; 
rather they are being "targeted specifical
ly because of their ethnic, religious, cul
tural and linguistic differences." 

In other words, BetBasoo said the As
syrians are facing, literally, an "incipient 
genocide." 

According to the U.N. Convention on 
the Prevention and Punishment of the 
Crime of Genocide, "genocide" is defined 
as specific crimes "committed with intent 
to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, 
ethnical, racial or religious group." 

While the use of words like genocide 
may be controversial, Doug Bandow, vice 
president for policy of Citizen Outreach, 
agreed that the word is appropriate. 

In an article for The American Specta
tor, Bandow argued that "Christianity is 
disappearing from Iraq. A distinct eth
nic, language, and religious community 
is being driven out." 

He said, "Although the violence ap
pears to be more anarchic than concerted, 
it has had the same effect as an organized 
campaign to destroy Iraq's Assyrians. 
Virtually every member of the commu
nity is under siege." <w>< 
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HEAVEN 
WHAT YOU DON 'T KNOW 
BY RANDALL MURPHREE 

Editor's Note: This article is based on 
Randall Murphree's reviews of Randy A/
corn's books on heaven, his attendance at 
a seminar at which Alcorn taught on the 
subject, and his subsequent interview with 
the author. 

Will I still be me in heaven? Will I re
member things I did on earth? Will I be 
aware of what's still happening on earth? 
What about my crowns? How do I store 
up treasure in heaven? Will Mom and 
Dad recognize me when I get there? Why 
does ... ? How will ... ? Well, of course the 
list of questions could go on and on. 

Author Randy Alcorn is quick to point 
out that the Bible tells us much more 
about heaven than we might realize. In 
Light of Eternity (1999) was his first non
fiction book about heaven and in it, he 
addresses all the questions above and a 
lot more - and it's all just a re-telling of 
what Scripture says. 

He believes that most people have 
bought into the fallacy that heaven is a 
mystical place, a spirit realm in the clouds 
where they'll get bored playing a harp day 
and night for eternity. Alcorn finds it an 
enigma - and no small frustration - that 
theologians, pastors and mature Chris
tians so often willingly follow the errant 
line of thought that we can't know what 
heaven is like. 

Furthermore, he says many people 
quote half-truths or proof texts to bol
ster their error. For example, a frequently 
cited text on heaven is 1 Corinthians 2:9 
- "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no 
mind has conceived what God has pre
pared for those who love him .... " 

Alcorn wonders why people stop in 
the middle of the thought. Verse 10 con
tinues: ... but God has revealed it to us 
by his Spirit" (NIV). 

It is his desire to lay error and miscon
ception to rest and call attention to what 
heaven is like. For example, he establishes 
that heaven is an actual place that Jesus 
traveled to and from (John 6:33, Acts 1:2), 
and he affirms that heaven is a city (He-
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Randy Alcorn's books about heaven are available at local book stores or at Eternal Perspec
tive Ministries. EPM (www.epm.org) is a Gresham, Oregon, ministry founded by Alcorn. EPM 
provides a wealth of information on pro-life issues and worldwide relief efforts. 

In of Eternity- concise look at heaven, our rewards there and how to live today in 
light of eternity. 

Heaven - This comprehensive study brings clarity to concepts that may be fuzzy, e.g. 
the Biblical New Earth, God's restoration of earth. 

50 Days of Heaven- This small volume highlights key concepts from Heaven, using 
three- or four-page meditations with Scripture and prayer. 

Heaven for Kids -Based on Heaven, this question-and-answer format offers explana
tions kids will understand. 

Tell Me About Heaven- In this longer children's story, 10-year-old Jake struggles to 
understand his grandma's death. 

Wait Until This children's picture book about heaven is available from AFA. See 
ad on Page 7. 

brews 11:16, 12:22). 
Alcorn, founder and director of Eter

nal Perspective Ministries, began study
ing heaven and trying to learn more 
about it upon his mother's death in 1981. 
Now, 26 years later, Alcorn has collected 
more than 150 books on heaven, studied 
most of them, combed through Scripture 
and written of his own sometimes star
tl ing discoveries regarding what we can 
know about heaven. 

There are no fluffy clouds, no harps, 
no chubby cherubim, no angels in long 
flowing robes in Alcorn's pictures of 
heaven. In his novels - Safely Home, Edge 
of Eternity, Deadline, Dominion, and 
Deception, e.g. - Alcorn incorporates 
fictional depictions of heaven. But even 
there, he is careful to base his descrip
tions on truths from Scripture. 

Because of his study of the subject and 
his very readable articulation of Scriptur
al principles, Alcorn has earned a repu
tation as arguably this generation's most 

insightful scholar on the subject. That's 
why Tyndale House approached him a 
few years ago about doing a "big book" 
on heaven. 

In today's fast-paced lifestyle, big 
books are not much in vogue, but Tyn
dale house asked Alcorn to do a definitive 
work on heaven. The result was Heaven, a 
big book indeed, which is thorough and 
meticulous in illuminating the Scriptures 
that tell us what heaven is like. Readers 
will wonder, "Why didn't I see this be
fore?" or "Why doesn't the pastor teach or 
preach on this?" 

The author's latest title is Tell Me About 
Heaven. It is his second children's book on 
the subject and is illustrated by critically 
acclaimed artist Ron DiCianni. 

Of course, anyone who wants to learn 
more about heaven can go straight to 
Scripture, and that's what Randy Alcorn 
recommends. But his analysis and expla
nations are a valuable and practical aide 
in the study. 



Ten Commandments • • • take 3 
Moses and the Ten Commandments 

is a story worth re-telling. Even Holly
wood agrees. Since 1923 when Cecil B. 
DeMille released his silent version, film
makers have offered multiple remakes. 
Below is a review of the classic DeMille 
1956 version as well as two others, one of 
which is hitting theaters this month. 

The Ten Commandments (2007) 
The most recent project is a full-length 

animated film about the life of Moses. 
The movie is aimed at children and is set 
to release October 19 on 700 screens. 

The Ten Commandments is the first 
of 12 feature films in the Epic Stories of the 
Bible franchise from Promenade Pictures. 

Promenade Pictures uses 3-D comput
er generated imagery (CGI) to bring the 
account to life. All in all, the film does a 
fair job of staying true to the Scripture. Of 
course, it's next to impossible to include 
every detail from the Bible in a 90-minute 
movie, so there are parts of the Exodus 
that are not included. 

The Ten Commandments (2006) 
Compared to the 1956 classic, this ver

sion of The Ten Commandments, which 
originally aired in miniseries form on 
ABC in 2006, is a grittier and, in many 
ways, more realistic portrayal of life more 
than 3,500 years ago in Egypt - especially 
for Hebrew slaves. However its presum
ably made-for-TV budget reduces its 
sense of sweep and spectacle. 

The movie, starring Dougray Scott in 
the lead role, is hardly family-friendly 
with far too much blood and violence in 
the realistic battle sequences and a scene 

ENTERTAINMENT REVIEWS 

So, while the acting is genuinely good 
in this version of the Exodus story, the 
frequently unbiblical story will probably 
disqualify it for most Christians. 

This film is not rated but its violence 
is noted. 

Review by Ed Vitagliano 

The Ten Commandments (1956) 
When this film from Cecil B. DeMille 

was released in 1956, moviegoers flocked 
to see The Ten Commandments, mak
ing it the fifth most financially successful 
film of all time, according to www.film
site.org. Since then, this movie, which is 
rated G, has become a perennial televi
sion favorite - especially during the Eas-

re several instances 
throughout the film that depart from 
Scripture but do not change the meaning 
of the account. For example, Miriam, the 
sister of Moses, plays a much larger role 
in the movie than she does in Scripture. 
And when Moses first encounters God, 
he is always able to look at God without 
ever turning his head. This is in direct 
contrast with Scripture. 

The 2007 version features 3D CGI as in this scene with Ramses and Moses. 

If viewers are comfortable with such 
dramatic liberties, then The Ten Com
mandments seems to be a good fit for 
the family. There is some mild violence 
in the film and some immodesty as seen 
through women with bare midriffs and 
men with bare chiseled chests. There is 
no offensive language in the movie, and 
there is a strong message about the im
portance of obeying God and the conse
quences of disobedience. 

The Ten Commandments is rated PG 
for mild peril. It gives an age-old account 
a modern-day appeal by sticking to the 
Biblical basis of the story while creatively 
introducing children to one of the great
est prophets of all time. 

Review by Rebecca Grace 

of partial nudity as two adulterers are 
shown kissing in a small pool of water. 

While such re-tellings invariably in
volve some extra-Biblical content, this 
film does so in ways that seem frustrat
ingly unnecessary. This is especially true 
in its almost bizarre portrayal of the rela
tionship between God and Moses. 

When God speaks to Moses, for exam
ple, Scott's character seems to almost react 
spasmodically and grip his head as 
suffering the world's worst migraine. 

Also, Moses is shown as almost con
stantly angry and bitter over the sac
rifices he's made in order to lead Israel. 
When the people continue to fuss with 
one another, for example, Moses gripes 
to God that he needs some guidelines for 
the people. In response, God gives Moses 
the Ten Commandments, as if it suddenly 
occurred to the Almighty that a few spe
cific rules might actually help. 

ter season. 
Eagle-eyed Bible-readers will note the 

film's numerous departures from the true 
Scriptural account, and parents should be 
aware that there is some sensuality in The 
Ten Commandments. The scene repre
senting Israel's apostasy into idolatrous 
worship of the golden calf, while tame 
compared to modern Hollywood stan
dards, may not be suitable for children. 

There is a fair amount of overacting at 
times and, by modern criteria, of course, 
the special effects are sometimes glar
ingly substandard. However, the famous 
scene of the parting of the Red Sea re
mains a Hollywood classic. 

All in all, although the film was made 
more than 50 years ago, The Ten Com
mandments is still a movie that lives up 
to the label of Bible-based epic and is cer
tainly worth having in one's library. 

Review by Ed Vitagliano 
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Ilyssa's change 
BY REBECCA GRACE 

About three years ago, 10-year-old Ilys
sa Claxton began dropping spare change 
into a jar under the kitchen counter. By 
the time she rolled it and cashed it in at 
the bank, the change totaled $286. 

Oh, the things a child could buy with 
almost $300. 

"My 8-year-old son buys plastic dino
saurs that are extinct in an hour, stupid 
thermometer souvenirs that always read 
80 degrees, and golf balls at garage sales 
even though neither of us golfs," wrote 
David Yochum in the Orlando Business 
Journal. "My neighbor's son even bought 
a bike with a broken frame from another 
kid who used the money to buy a large 
container of Gak." 

But not Ilyssa, whose name (first three 
letters) stands for love you." There is 
a purpose behind this Mississippi fifth
grader's pennies. 

Coins with a cause 
She saves this money for American 

Family Radio (AFR), the 190-station net
work of AFA. 

"We think it's good for kids to have 
something decent to listen to that's not 
all rap and violence," said Ilyssa's mother 
Rebecca Claxton. 

"And [that's not] all bumpity, jumpity 
stuff," Ilyssa added. 

Ilyssa and parents are faithful listen
ers of AFR, which has a special place in 
their hearts. 

"We did it [saved money for AFR] once 
before, and I thought it would be good to 
do it again," Ilyssa said. "My parents got 
me started on it, and I thought, 'Oh, that 
is so great! I should do that, too."' 

Money matters expert and best-selling 
author Dave Ramsey would be proud to 
hear of the example the Claxtons have set 
for their daughter. 

"Our job as parents is to accentuate the 
strengths of our children, and to stretch 
them in their weaknesses," Ramsey wrote 
in a 2004 column for WorldNetDaily. 

Ilyssa's father leaves his pocket change 
around the house for her to collect. 

"He's a truck driver," Rebecca said, 
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"and when he comes in .. . 
her daddy empties his pock
ets out, and she'll find it [the 
change] here and there. . .. 
The thing is [for her] to clean 
it up and put it in the jar." 

Ilyssa is sure to do it. In 
fact, she not only contrib
utes her daddy's change to 
the jar, she also puts in a 
percentage of the money she 
receives for her birthday or 
any other occasion. 

When it's time, Ilyssa 
personally delivers the mon
ey to Don Wildmon, found
er and chairman of AFA, at 
the ministry's headquarters 
in Tupelo, Mississippi. Ac
cording to Rebecca, Ilyssa 
wants the money to be used 
for "whatever Bro. Don thinks best." 

"What a special gift, especially com
ing from the hands and heart of a child," 
Wildmon said about Ilyssa's donation. 
"Her name says it all - I love you. 

"If America had a million more girls 
just like her, our country would be in 
much better shape," he added. "I can't 
thank her enough." 

"She's a good kid," her mom added. 
"Everything she does, she tries to consid
er God first," which is evident in Ilyssa's 
actions. 

A mission worth much 
In addition to giving to AFR, Ilyssa, 

who became a Christian when she was 
four years old, is also considering giving 
her hair to Locks of Love, a non-profit 
organization that provides hairpieces 
to under-privileged children who suffer 
from long-term medically-related hair 
loss (www.locksoflove.org). 

Ilyssa has been letting her hair grow 
since she was in kindergarten, and she has 
only cut it once in her life. When not 
braided, it reaches the back of her knees. 

She is still not sure if she'll cut off her 
long blonde locks for charity, but she is 
thinking seriously about it. Her mother, 
who also has long hair, has offered to do-

nate hers alongside Ilyssa's. 
Ilyssa and her mom and dad also work 

together to support a Filipino child they 
sponsor through Compassion 

tional, a Christian child advocacy 
(www.compassion.com). 

The child's name is Camille, and she 
became an extended member of the Clax
ton family fours years ago when Ilyssa's 
dad heard about her on the radio. 

"She has the same birthday as my hus
band, but she was born the same year as 
Ilyssa," Rebecca explained. 

Ilyssa and Camille exchange letters 
about every six months. 

"[But] what I really want to do is go 
over there and meet her," Ilyssa said. 

Ilyssa might just get the chance one 
day, especially since she wants to be a 
missionary dentist when she grows up. 

"When I was really young, before I 
even knew what a dentist was, I just felt 
this tugging in my heart saying, 'Be a 
missionary to different places,"' Ilyssa 
explained. 

The first of many places for her to 
minister was AFR. 

"And for that, we are so very thank
ful," Wildmon said. "And to think that 
it all began with just a jar full of pocket 
change." <@>< 



Both life and ministry require constant funding 
BY TIM WILDM0N, AFA President • First published June 2002 

Sometimes I wish I had a whole lot of money. I do. Perhaps 
you have never had this feeling, but most people have. If not, I 
respect your piety, but please understand the rest of us are not 
necessarily bad people, we just like the idea of having a whole 
lot of money sometimes. The primary reason we would like to 
have a whole lot of money is that it would help alleviate some 
of the ever present pressure we feel to meet financial obliga
tions to others. talked to people who do have a lot of money 
and they say, contrary to the old cliche, money can, indeed, buy 
some happiness. I believe 'em. 

For me personally this is how money works. Or better, how 
money travel s. First, at the end of each month our comptroller 
hands me a check - my monthly salary. Relief and thanksgiving 
come over me. A short-lived sense of happiness, though. This 
is usually in the early morning. Then about noon I go home or 
meet my wife Alison for lunch at which point I must part with 
the check, never to see it again. done this so many times 
now numb to it. I don't form an 
emotional bond with the check the way 
I once did, especially that first year out 
of college. Those were the days when 
my heart would beat fast upon receiv
ing the , would our comp
troller three or four times and then I 
would call Alison from work and tell 
her I got paid again! She would sort of 
celebrate with me the idea that we 
out of school, on our own, and "mak
ing a living." Now, four houses, three 
children and 16 years of 
living later, those feelings of youthful 
independence are gone. I just thank 
the Lord we can pay all our bills again. 
(Just for clarification, I do not own 
four houses. I have moved four dif
ferent times as our family has grown, 
with a little larger house each time.) 

Financial freedom must be a good 
thing because it's exactly how it will be 
in heaven. No worries of any kind, in
cluding financial. 

My dad could tell you many stories 
of how the Lord through His people 
- supporters of AFA - have come 
through for us during the past 25 years 
of ministry. Relatively speaking, AFA 
has not had many serious financial crises. I would say perhaps 
12 times in 25 years have we really felt the pressure of waiting 
to see what would come in that month. This is because of my 
dad's leadership and his commitment to purchase everything 

with cash. He always says if you don't spend more than you take 
in, you'll be okay. That's simple enough. My life's experience is 
that this philosophy works 95% of the time. The other 5% you 
can chalk up to bad luck and "things didn't turn out the way we 
planned." But then, if you are practicing this principle 95% of 
the time, you should be able to weather the 5% of poor fortune. 

One of the challenges facing AFA and many ministries the 
next few years is how to recruit new and younger members. The 
majority of you reading this right now are 55 and older. Now we 
love you and I am not calling you "old," I'm just saying every or
ganization needs new blood and we need it as well. But the times 
have changed and many people who are 45 and under don't have 
the same sense of conviction as those 55 and older on matters of 
faith, morality, decency and what Jesus called "righteousness." 

You can look through the Journal this month and see some 
of the projects we are involved in. One thing you can be sure 
about with AFA, we are always going to be engaging the popu-

lar culture on matters of decency and 
morality - holding high the banner of 
Biblical righteousness if you will. We 
do this first and foremost because we 
believe the Lord has called us to do 
this, but also because these issues mat
ter in terms of what kind of country in 
which we live and raise our children 
and grandchildren. What is acceptable 
and what is unacceptable in society is 
shaped often by the voices that rise 
up to speak about whatever is being 
considered. That's why it is important 
for AFA - and Christians in general 
- to speak out on matters of right and 
wrong and even bring pressure to bear 
when necessary on decision makers in 
the political realm as well as the cor
porate world to do what is right. 

If you know someone who might 
be a potential supporter of the work of 
AFA, would you please send us their 
name and address so we may send 
them the Journal for a few months free 
of charge? A personal endorsement 
to them from you about us could go a 
long way toward helping us find some 
new blood. Please send their name and 
address to AFA, P.O. Drawer 2440, Tu

pelo, MS, 38803, or call 1-662-844-5036 and leave it there. You 
can also e-mail to me at twildmon@afa.net. 

And if you want to send me a whole lot of money, please 
overnight it to .. .. @>< 
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The Bible of the Pilgrims and the 
Refortners-Rediscovered After 400 Years! 

The 1599 Geneva Bible brought co America's shores by the M ayflower Pilgrims. 

Predating che King James Version of 16 11 , the 1599 Geneva Bible was che fi rst Bible 

ro use chapters numbered verses and became che mos t popular version of its time 

because of the extensive marginal notes. These notes, written by Reformation leaders, were 

included to explain and interpret che scriptures fo r che common people and ultimately 

inspired che founding of the American Republic. Tolle Lege 

Press has released a republished edition of the histo ri c 1599 
Geneva Bible in four fo rmats-hardback, black genui ne 

leather, a limited ed ition in brown calfskin leather, and a 

large Family Edition complete with a family tree, fam ily 

records, etc. Each edition features modern spelling, word

fo r-word accuracy with the o riginal 1599 Geneva Bible, 

original cross references, original scudy notes by Reformers, 

a middle-English glossary, and a FREE C D-ROM with 

searchable Bible rexr. (1 ,400 pages) 

"The publication and promulgation of the 1599 Geneva Bible help 
restore America's rich Christian heritage and reclaim the culture for Christ." 

- Dr. D. James Kennedy, Senior Minister, Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church 

HARDBACK EDITION $39.95 • BLACK GENUINE LEATHER (w/ or w/o cross on cover) $'19-;95 $69.95 • LIMITED CALFSKIN 
LEATHER EDITION (brown w/ embossed cross on cover $249.95 • LEATHER FAMILY BIBLE (8.75" x I 1.5") $99.95 

1.800.651.021 www.1599GenevaBible.com 
or mail your order to: Tolle Lege Press• P.O. Box 5069 • White Hall, WV 26555 
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