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(THE LIFE THAT WINS) 

A LIFE THAT PUTS GOD FIRST 

Scripture: -Exodus 20:1-3 

Intro: WE NEVER OUTGROW THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
BECAUSE WE NEVER OUTGROW GOD. DESPITE OUR 
SOPHISTICATED PRETENSIONS TOWARD SELF-SUFFICIEN
CY, EACH US KNOWS HIS OWN DESIRE FOR THE 
COMFORTING REALITY OF GOD'S PRESENCE. WHAT
EVER THE REASON FOR OUR FREQUENT INDIFFERENCE 
TO HIM, DEEP WITHIN WE HEAR THE CONTINUAL 
VOICE WHICH REMINDS US THAT WE NEED HIM ••• 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS AMONG THOSE 
BIBLICAL MOUNTAIN PEAKS THAT THRUST THEMSELVES 
BEYOND THE CLOUDS INTO THE VERY PRESENCE OF GO D . 
THOSE WHO ARE WILLING TO SCALE THE ASCENDING 
SLOPE OF SINAI ARE ASSURED THAT GOD WILL MEET 
THEM THERE (R.L. Honeycutt p. 7) POINTING THEM 
ONCE AGAIN TO THE "LIFE THAT WINS. 11 

THE FIRST COMMANDMENT, "THOU SHALT HAVE NO 
OTHER GODS BEFORE ME, 11 IS A CLEAR ASSERTION 
THAT THE LIFE THAT WINS IS THE LIFE THAT PUTS 
GOD FIRST. AND 

I. MITS A BASIC ASSUMPTION 
--Exodu s 20:3 "no other before me. 11 

"Who is your god?" Or, in our age of 
extreme materialism, perhaps we should ask, "What 
is your god?" The First Commandment takes religious 
commitment for granted. It ASSUMES that men will 
give their loyalty to Ged or This i s never 
argued in the Bible. A basic assumption is: 
is no such thing as a man without a god." 

1. hich is Asserted by Personal 
LLUS: "I don't have a god--I can't believe in 

God," you may answer. Yet is this really 
possible? Has there ever been a person who 
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lived without a god? Oh, you may not call him 
a god. You may not even know his name. But 
there he is--as real itself personal 
integrity compels you to admit it! 

If you would dare discover the god is, ask 
yourself this question, "What is the real driving 
force in my life? " The answer which personal 
integrity gives, will indicate with s tartling 
c larity the god or gods whom you worship. 

2. Which is Substantiate y Objective Evidence 
1:25 (Paul speaks those) "Who changed 

the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and 
served the creature more than the Creator .•• " 

"When God been slain men find 
themselves driven to put His place, 
some object in which they their final 
trust, their making." (J .H. 
Oldham, Life Commitment, p. 57) 

(1) unmasks the real truth · 
Even who disclaim faith in 

d have a certain inclination toward im in 
more serious moments. The daughter 

of Karl Marx said, "I was brought up without 
any religion. I do not believe in God. " 
Then she added a bit wistfully, the other 
day in an old German book I came across a 
German prayer and if the God of that prayer 
exists, I think I could believe in Him. 11 

When what the prayer was, the reply 
came slowly in German, "Our Father, which 
art in heaven. 11 (Honeycutt pp 16-17) 

(2) I the real problem 
- · Atheism has never been our real 

problem. The real problem is not that ours is 
a "godless" world but rather a world over
populated with gods. i.e. Campus Gods On 
Trial, Chad. 
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Oli2. 

3 ;1l'*f Reveals e ower that Controls your · 
- -ILLUS: The only real freedom a person has is the 

freedom to his gods. After that, his 
the kind of person he shall be. 

(C.A. p. 3) 
pp y: "Are covetous, resentful ••• your god 

has made you thatway ••• etc. The kind of person 
you are reveals the kind of god you worship! 

/ man gives himself to 
some god, be it Jehovah or some other god. And 
the alternatives afforded him are most alluring! 

II. AVOI 
20:3 

I can not but have certain admiration for 
the ancient who worshipped their vast array 
of gods. At were honest about it. They 
recognized them they by name; 
they knew function - -Athena, the goddess of 
wisdom; Bacchus , the god of wine; Mammon , the god 
of material possessions; Venus , Aphrodit e , Diana, 
goddesses of sex. (C.A. p. 23) 

Centuries have passed, and yet these gods are 
still with us. Oh, we have dropped their formal 
names and have become more subtle in our worship, 
but we have gone right on worshipping these very same 
gods. we cannot help ourselves, for these gods 
and goddesses are a projection of the appetites and 
drives of the unchanging nature of 

1. The ntellectualism 
--Jlom. 1 :22 "Professing themselves to be wise, 

they fools • " 
Standing in the Parthenon on th e Acropolis 

of Athens, the godess of WISDOM, Athena, 
towered 40 feet into the air. She 
wisdom in the city of Aristotle, Plato other 
great minds of ancient philosophy. 

And y,..e.t stands today! Worshipped as 
religiously as ever 0 We given her other 
names "Knowledge," "intellectualism," 
"academic attainment." Knowledge is no longer 



a means to a higher end--it is an end in itself-
II god II to be worshipped and adored. 

1) Which is Devoid of Wisdom 
--Proverbs 4:7 "Wisdom is the principal thing; 

therefore get wisdom; and with all thy getting 
get understanding. " 

- - But soulless brains go on worshipping 
at their shrine of empty intellectualism. 

Which Ieaa s to chaos 
- The problem with this gociJls that 

she does not provide moral guidance which 
makes certain a constructive use of 
Knowledge and chaos comes 

2 • o r . 
is a mocker, strong drink 

is a.nd deceived thereby 
is not wise. 11 

LUS: In Lebanon, s tands one of 
the most complete of the ancient temples to 
Bacchus, the god of wine. The plump old fellow 
stands with grapes in his hand and his 
rolled up in his head. 

pply: And the worshipers of Bacchus abound 
today. n the U .s. 20% of all over 18 are 
total abstainers, 10% drink so infrequently that 
they can almost be called abstainers. But the 
remaining 70% worship at the shrine of Bacchus-
some daily, some weekly but all regularly. 
The financial sacrificed to this god was 
in excess of billion in The average 
dedicated (addicted) worshiper will pay to his 
god $25,000 or more he lives to be 50 years 
of age! 

Word s of war ning don't seem to do much good. 
People just go on taking a drink until drink 
finally takes them • What a demanding god! 
What a way worship! 

3. of Material Possessions 
--Matt. 6·24 "No man can serve two masters (gods 

for either he will hate the one, and love the 
other; or else he will hold to the one, and 
despise the other •.. Ye cannot serve God and 



• 
Mammon." 

- -Exegesis: "Mammon 11 = Greek 11 

riches. 
The exchange gets more dedicated 

attention in a week I s time from certain investors 
· than all the churches combined. Many church 

attending businessmen read the Wall Street 
Journal more fervently each week than the Bible • 

The most effective way 
of the degre e to which you have 
become a worshiper of is to )pate 

to which you give the greatest 
thought, time, attention, financial support 
and priority in life. What are your primary goals-
The purchase of furniture ; your next 
automobile , the clothes 
you wear; ,a larger and more lovely 

V Seldom are we as diligent in setting for ourselves 
s iritual, and moral objectives! 

Jesus never blindly condemned material 
possessions--but he was extremely concerned 
with priority--That we seek first the Kingdom of 
God and then allow these other things to fall in 
their proper place. 

4. he Goddess of Sex 
- - Rom. 13:1 4 are warned about this alluring 

goddess, so many fall down before her shrine!) 
"Make not provision for the flesh, to fulfill the 
lusts thereof." 

Outside the ruins of ancient Corinth, one 
can see the temple to Aphrodite riveted against 
the sky at the top of the highest hill. Your 
guide tells a most intriguing story. It seems 
(so he says) that each evening about 1,000 
priestesses would come down into the city to 

the men in the worship of Aphrodite. 
The careful eye would catch the inscription on 
the sole of the girls I sandals: 11 Follow me. " The 
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III. 

point is that sex was not merely a part of worship, 
but was the very means and object. of worship. 

Today we have no ornate temples on high hills, 
just motels, parked cars, and drive-in theaters. 

only other change in 2 ,000 years is that an 
animal is no longer sacrificed before the rite 
begins. 

God alone knows how many persons daily 
their health, nerves, homes, 

on altar of sex; sex 
that has no meaning tu:marriage, sex that bas 

of on the part of the man; sex 
that destroys any .sense of the part of 
the woman; sex that sidesteps the real meaning 

love; sex that has become an end itself 
-a god! 

--Matt • . 9 :36 "But when he saw the multitudes, he was 
moved with compassion on them, because they fa inted, 
and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shep-

e Jesus came to give men a to 
their lives--a unifying "integrated 
personality." 

And so the First Commandmant states,. "Thou 
shalt have no gods before me. ;• 

:US: The choice ife offers you is the choice betwee 
God or the gods. You ask , "What is so harmful about 
choosing the plural over the singular--the gods rather 
than God?" Everything } Let me state why: 

God intended that a human being have one supreme 
Ql;2ject of devotion. He. intended for that object 
of devotion to be Himself. Therefore , God 

the human heart so that it cannot find com
plete satisfaction apart from God Himself. 

The temative I devotion to God is 
DIVIDED LOYALTIES, A DIVIDED LIFE AND DISINTE

PERSONALITY. No thing or no one else can eve 
-
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completely satisfy. Wherever you begin--with 
money, pleasure, academics, or sex--you will end 
up the same--DIVIDED and FRAGMENTED! Money 
will satisfy for a time but soon it will leave you 
short of satisfaqtion and so you will turn to some
thing else. 

You may turn to pleasure and it will satisfy, for 
awhile. Then pleasure will lose charm and you 
will turn to another competitor for your alligiance. 
Soon you find yourself running frantically from 
one to the other Your whole life will 
become torn, separated, fractured, ivided! Yours 
i s need of an integrated personalit which is 
found only in thee brace of one God. (C.A. p. 28) 

By Experiencing Spiritual Power 
- ILLUS: (John S. B nell) "The theory of 

ychoanalysis affirms that once a co ict or 
ple has been traced to its source ep within 
the hu an personality an emotio release 
follow is itself curative The patient will 

-<- -
th.en employ the insights gained through 

.. the analxsis to in out o er defeat and failure 
and to resolve ,his · n conflicts. 

"Unfortunately, owever, it does not always 
work this way. fact, ere are situations 
in which it do s not work a all. More often than 
not, it wil equire the impact o spiritual power 

disintegrated into harmony 
and i egration. Even after a man has come to 
un rstand why he behaves in an anti so ial 

may lack the incentive and the will to 
his behaviour. II (Psychology for Pastor and People) 

) 
• B a Unif in P ose 

Mark 5, Jesus spoke to a man who was possess-
ed of demons. called out to the demons 

the man and asked, is your name? " 
From deep within came the reply, "My name is 
Legion: for we are many." With no to his 
life, no divine purpose, no single 
loyalty, his many be came s to 
possess him. 
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- - ILLUS: (Psychology For Pastor and People, 
Bonnell , p. 33) "An honor student of a well
known university after graduation found himself 
utterly at sea. He was unable to formulate an 
adequate philosophy of life. He had a course of 
interviews with a psychotherapist but was unre
lieved . When the treatments had ended he wrote 
a friend: "Here on this whirling globe , a mere 
speck of congealed mud on the fringe of the solar 
system, the worm and you and I and all of us live 1 

strive, aspire, and finally die. What a mystery 
it all is! ••• Where is the meaning of Life? Is 

really any ? Or is the ALL nothing? Again 
and again I find myself face to face with this 
que stion. Like a butterfly against a window, I 
seem to beat aimlessly." 

CON: Not a great many people today are asking, "Is 
there life after death ? " However, a great number are 
asking, "Is there life after birth?" These people want 
to know if there is any real, purposeful, and lasting 
meaning to life right here and now. They sincerely 
want to know, "Is there really a life that wins?" 

The statement has been made , "You are not ready 
you are ready to die." But a more correct 

phrasing would say, "You are not ready to die until 
you have lived the life that wins." And the life that 
wins is the life that puts 
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(THE LIFE THAT WINS) 

A LIFE THAT PUTS GOD FIRST 

USED: FBC, Ponca City, Okla. 2/25/68 (tXxt-1!) / / 
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Life 
A Life God First 

Exodus Baptist Church 

r------------------~ 
We never outgrow the ten command-
ments because we never outgrow God. 

I I 

Life That Puts God First: 
I. Admits A Basic _______ •• Exodus 20:3 

1. Which is Asserted by Personal ____ _ 
2. Which is Substantiated by Objective ____ _ 

-Romans 1 :25 
3. Which Reveals the Power that Controls your __ _ 

The only real freedom a person has is the freedom to 
determine his gods. 

II. Avoids Alluring _______ •• Exodus 20:3 
"gods" 

1. The Goddess of -- Rom. 1 :22 -------
2. The God of - Proverbs 20:1 
3. The God of Material -· Matt. 6:24 
4. The Goddess of - Rom. 13:14 

Ill. Attains An Integrated ______ •· Matt. 9:36 
The choice life offers you is the choice between God 
or the gods. 

•••••••••• • • • • • •• •• • • • • • • • ARE NOT •• 

TO UNTIL ARE • •• 
: TO BUT, ARE NOT • 

• • TO DIE UNTIL THE • 
• • THAT AND THE LIFE 
• • • THAT IS THE THAT • 

• • • • PUTS GOD • • 
•• •• •• • • • • • ••••••••••• 



First Baptist Church 
Ozona, Texas 

Sunday Morning--January 19, 2003 

The Life That Wins-A Life That Puts God First 
Exodus 20: 1-3 

============================================= 
We never outgrow the ten commandments 

because we never outgrow God. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A Life That Puts God First: 

I Admits A Basis Assumption 
- Exodus 20:3 
1. Which is asserted by personal integrity 

2. Which is substantiated by objective Evidence - Romans 1 :25 

3. Which reveals the power that controls your life 

II A voids Alluring Alternatives 
- Exodus 20:3 
1. The Goddess of Intellectualism - Romans 1 :22 

2. The God of Drink - Proverbs 20: 1 

3. The God of Material Possessions - Matthew 6:24 

4. The Goddess of Sex - Romans 13:14 

III Attains An Integrated Personality 
-Matthew 9:36 
>>The choice life offers you is the choice between God and gods. 

You are not ready to live until you are ready to die. But you 
are not ready to die until you have lived the life that wins. 

And the life that wins is the life that puts God first! 



The Life That Wins 
A sermon series on the 
Ten Commandments 

Sept. 9 AM-A Life that Puts God First-Exodus 20:1-3 

Sept. 23 AM - A Life Free of Idolatry - Exodus 20:4-6 

Sept. 30 AM -A Life that Bears God's Name Honorably -- Exodus 20:7 

Oct. 7 PM - A Life that Keeps the Sabbath - Exodus 20:8-11 

Oct. 14 AM - A Life that Honors the Family - Exodus 20: 12 

Oct. 28 AM - A Life that is Constructive - Exodus 20: 13 

Nov. 4 AM-A Life of Moral Purity-Exodus 20:14 

Nov. 11 AM - A Life of Honesty-Exodus 20:15 

Nov. 18 PM -A Life of Truthfulness - Exodus 20: 16 

Nov. 25 AM - A Lffe of Self-Control - Exodus 20: 17 




