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HIS STRENGTH FOR OUR WEAKNESS 
Exodus 14:19-31 August 9, 1987 

INTRODUCTION NOTES: 
A. The Scripture is Full of Irony-An Outcome of Events Contrary to What 

One Might Expect 
B. Paul Speaks of One ofThese Ironies When He Writes to the Corinthians 
C. This Was a Discovery That Israel Made at the Red Sea 

I. THE SITUATION THAT THEY FACED 
No Place To Go-A Great Dilemma 

A. Alternatives That Were Limited 
B. Energies Were Expended 
C. Affections Had Been Displaced 

II. THE TEMPTATION WITH WHICH THEY FLIRTED 
No Strength Lett to Fight-A Great Danger 

A. They Were Tempted to Blame Their Circumstance on Somebody Other 
Than Themselves 

B. They Were Tempted to Sacrifice Their Faith in a Moment of Fear 
C. They Were Tempted to Forget the Past From Which They Had Come 

Ill. THE GREAT DISCOVERY 
No Task is Too Great for God-A Great Discovery 

A. God Makes a Way Where There is No Way- "through the sea" 
B. God Acts When We Need Him To-"in the fullness of time" 
C. is What God Does for Us- "Stand still and see the salvation 

the Lord." 
CONCLUSION 

Do you feel like there is no place to go? Have life's pressures got your back 
to the wall? We do not have to go anywhere to experience His presence and 
His strength. It is there for those who will make the discovery. "When I am 
weak, then am I strong." 

On Friday, May 8, 1987 Gary Hart, the democratic front runner for 
the nomination for president, resisned over a question of his character. 
The May 11 issue of Newsweek reported the irony of Hart's downfall. He 
had challenged reporters to follow him around if they thought reports 
of his womanizing were true. 

· s re full of an outcome of events that 
is contrary to what might have Imagine the irony 
Pharoah's decree to kill the male Hebrew children. He began to fear that 
Israel's rapid multiplying would result in their rising up against Egypt. 
Yet his daughter drew Moses from the bulrush and raised him in the 
palace of Egypt. It is irony that the one Pharoah feared was living in 
his palace and eating at his table. Hear the irony in Solo mon's w ords 
when he writes,: "There is maketh rich yet hath nothing; 

is that th himself poor yet hath great rid1t:s" ( Proverbs 13: 7 ). 
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HIS STRENGTH FOR OUR WEAKNESS (continued) 
Exodus 14:19-31 August 9, 1987 

And there is irony in the New Testament as well. We hear irony in 
Jesus' words when He tells the disciples: "Whosoever would be great 
among you, let him be your minister" (Matt. 20:26), or "The last shall 
be first and the first last" ( 20: 16 ). 

The A ostle Paul ex erienced a reat iron i 
wrote in detail about it to the Corinthians. He was describing his familiar 
"thorn in the flesh" that he prayed three times to be delivered from when 
he made a great discovery. "When I am weak, then am I strong" (2 Cor. 
12: 10 ). Paul discovered that when he was at his weakest the power of 
God was at its strongest in his own life. Do you feel w eak this morning? 
Are you wrestling against difficulties that you have no resources to 

message for us is that times of w eakness, are a blessing 
if they place us in the atmosphere of experiencing the strength and 

Gad 
is s is a truth that weaves its way 

throughout the Scriptures. It is illustrated clearly when Israel had her 
back to the Red Sea and Pharoah's chariots were rushing in upon her. 
Notice it with me. 

I. THE SITUATION THEY FACED 
No Place to Go-A Great Dilemma 

When Paul was writing the Corinthians about this new discovery-His 
strength for our weakness-he says: "Most gladly therefore will I rather 
glory in my infirmities that the power of Christ may rest upon me" (2 
Cor. 12:9 ). Israel found itself in a particularly weakened position. Yet it 
would have been difficult to convince Israel that their circumstance was 
one in which to glory. With the Red Sea in front of them and Pharoah's 
armies descending, Israel had no place to go. 

Did ou ever face a situati n in l ich u did 
next or you did not know where to turn? Did it seem you had no place 
to go? Such was the situat ion for Israel. She was facing a dilemn1a 
with no place to It could be said that her alternatives were limited. 
She could not go forward. The Red Sea was in front of her. She could 
not retreat because Pharoah's chariots (the Scripture says there were 
600) were bearing down upon her. She could not make a lateral move 
left or right because great mountains were on both ever 
feel life had taken away your choices? Did you ever feel that the only 
options that you had were bad op tions? It must have seem ed so for Israel. 

And yet there was something that contributed to Israel 's 
She had ex ended her ics. She had marched all night long and 
now she was tired. I think many people are tired world lives 
at a very rushed pace. The stresses and of expended energies leave 
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HIS STRENGTH FOR OUR WEAKNESS (continued) 
Exodus 14:19-31 August 9, 1987 

us like Israel in the midst of a great dilemma with no place to go and 
little energy left to fight. 

Yet Israel, between Pharoah's chariots and the Red Sea waters, was 
weak for a.nother reason. She had dis laced her affectl n . She wasn't 
home anymore. She had left her home in Egypt. Even if it wasn't the kind 
of home that she would have desired, it was all that a generation of them 
had known. Now she had journeyed into the desert with her home on 
her back. She was homeless. Her affections had been displaced. We hear 
much about homelessness today. Perhaps there is no situation that is 
more anxiety producing or more energy sapping than homelessness, 

Israel found herself facin a reat weakness brou t about b a reat 
dilemma-no place to go. 

II. THE TEMPTATION WITH WHICH THEY FLIRTED 
No Strength Left to Fight-A Great Danger 

Israel's anxiety over her dilemma was only exceeded by its 
dangerousness. There are reat clan ers in weakness. When we are 
weak we have little strength left to fight. Certainly a fight appeared 
inevitable. Pharoah's army was thundering down upon Israel, and her 
strength was gone. 

She be an to flirt with tern tatlon. She had no place to go and 
strength left to is most effective when we are at our 
weak.est. Esau made this discovery w hen he sold his birthright to Jacob. 
Saul found himself flirting with temptation while he waited9n Samuel 
to offer the sacrifice at we are at our weakest the "CV' 

to give in to life's pressures is at its severest level. 
d we kn w that she be an to flirt with tern tation? We see it 

in her behavior. She be an to look for someone to blame for her 
other than herself. ou know you are at your weakest 

you begin to look for somebody to blame your problems on. Jsrael 
did. She to accuse Moses ofleading "away into the w ilderness 
to die" ( 14: 11 ). And her accusations were wholly false . own 
description of the circumstance sounds like she was compelled to leave 
Egypt. This was not the case. Moses had led, but Israel had followed 
her own free will. A eration of parents had "cried to the Lord" 
for deliverance. This fact was related to Moses at the burning bush. "The 

of the children oflsrael has come unto me" (3 :9). With little strength 
left to fight she began to blame others for her circumstance. 

With little strength left to fight she was tem ted to sacrifice her 
1 faith in a moment of fear. "The children of Israel lifted up their eyes, 
and, behold, the Egyptians marched after and they were sore afraid" 
( 14: 10 ). Fear is a great instrument of temptation sometimes. It causes us to 

TODAY, 1·800-433-6882 

NOTES: 

August 9, 1987-pg 3 



NOTES: 

HIS STRENGTH FOR OUR WEAKNESS (continued) 
Exodus 14:19-31 August 9, 1987 

do things that at a more rational moment we never consider. Saul 
offered the sacrifice at Gilgal because he was afraid that Samuel would 
not arrive before the Philistines pitched their battle. David had Uriah 
murdered because he was afraid his own deeds with Bathsheba would 
be disclosed. Fear is a tempter. Israel was afraid. 

Yet there was still third dimension to Israel's tern tati n . 
the ast from which she had come. She told Moses that it had been 
better if he had never come and she was still in Egypt "to serve the 
Egyptians" ( 14: 12 ). It is always a mistake to forget the past from which, 
we have come. It provides a perspective on the present and 
that God's people need to be effective. Yet with no place to and with 
no strength left to fight, Israel found herself flirting with 

Ill. THEIR GREAT DISCOVERY 
k is Too Great for God-His Steen th for Weakness 

And yet Paul had said that it was when he was at his weakest that God's 
power was channeled most jn his ljfe. It is difficult to imagine 
a situation that would be more threatening than the one Israel faced. 
Little did r 1zc that she was about to make a reat 
task is t reat 

responded to the cries and laments of Israel by saying: 
still and see the salvation of the ( 14: 13). Pharoah was behjnd them, 
the Red Sea was before them, but Israel was about to discover that God 
n 1akes a way where there is po way. When we are dealing with Him 
we have touched supernatural resources. An east wind began to blow all 
night long, and a path was made in the sea. 

Israel was about to discover that when God acts He acts in the nick 
) · of time. His words to Paul had been: "My grace is sufficjent." Not an 

over abundance, not too little, just enough. This is the thought that 
characterizes God's actions: "When the fullness of time was come" ( Gal. 
4:4). God sent forth His Son, Christ Jesus. God acts in our lives at a time 
when we need Him to act. This was Israel's discovery. Now they needed 
the Red Sea parted. The time had come. 

__________ 3, But there was a third discovery . 
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is what God does. were the words of Moses: "Stand still and see 
salvation of the t:,Jot what we do, but what He does. No task 

is too great for Him. 

CONCLUSION 

Do you feel is no place to go? ls your back to the wall?'!:'£::.£_ 
have to go or anything to experience His presence 

and His strength . Lt there for those who the discovery "when 
I am " 
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