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THE PLAN FOR C HRISTIAN UNITY 
1'119 

SC RIPTURE: EPHE SIANS 3 

I. THE INSTRUMENTALITY OF THIS PLAN 
--EPH, 3:1-5 & 7-9 (Read 7-8) 
--NOTE: One of the world's oil fields lies under the 

north s lope of Alaska . When this was discoverea, a 
INTRO: IN AUGUST 1978, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, WAS great pipeline was built to bring t he o il south . But an 
CRIPPLED BY A OF POLICEMEN AND FIREMEN. ironic thing happened . The pipeline opened in the midst 
NATIONAL GUARDSMEN PATROLLED THE STREETS . A CURFEW of a great shortage of oil. The precious substance was 
WAS IMPOSED . CONTROVERSY RAGED. FINALLY A COM- brought as California, but there was no way to 
PROMISE WAS REACHED, BUT THE CITY WAS BADLY SHAKEN send it across t he co untry t o where it was need ed . Some 
BY A BREAKDOWN OF PUBLIC CONFIDENCE ON SUNDAY suggested it be shipped to Japan and the money be used 
MORNING FOLLOWING THE STRIKE, EARL DAVIS, PASTOR OF to b uy oil imported through the East Coast. A plan was 
THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, PREAC HED ABOUT THE CRISIS. announced to build a pipeline from California to Texas , 
HE DESCRIBED MEMPHIS AS TROUBLED AND DIVIDED BUT but me anwhile the na t ion s t ill the oil . 
AFFIRMED THAT GOD HAS A PLAN W HICH Paul saw himself a similar situation regarding the 

gospel of 
received by but 

0£ A DIV • • Paul offered himself as the 
IS CRISIS OF 1978 IS SIMPLY A DRAMATIC EX- pipeline through which the gospel could flow to the Gen-

AMPLE OF OUR WORLD C RISIS TODAY. A THOUSAND FORCES tile s o f the Medit e rra nean world. 
DIVIDE NATIONS AND PEOPLES . THE WORLD ASKS, "IS Christians enjoy the unlimited, gift of 

ANY FORCE God ' s gra ce . This · s not to we 
it but so t ha t we may sha re 1t. We o 1t trust or 

, 
UST IS RER Q I I E who need it de sperately . We must be generous, 

W HIC H IS _SALVATION (CHAPTER 1) AND A POWER FOR t;",.!?_'_ fearless, and industrious in getting the riches of God to 
UNITY WHICH IS CHRIST IN US (CHAPTE R 2) THERE a ll e o le (George , p . 8) . 

IS FOR "', UNITY WHICH PAUL UNFOLDS I N --ILL US: The late Chester Quarles, who was executive 
CHAPTER THREE. s ecretary of the Mississi ppi Baptist Convention, illustra-

IN FACT, THE WORD "PLAN" APPEARS SEVEN TIMES IN ted this trut h in a uniq ue way. He had suffered from 
THIS C HAPTER IN THE LIVING BIBLE. THE SAME GOD WHO polio in his youth, before any vaccine was a v ailable, and 
ESTABLISHES A PREREQUISITE AND PROVIDES THE POWER HAS was paralyzed in one arm . On a mission tour to South 
A PLAN THROUG H WHICH CHRISTIAN UNITY CAN BE REALIZED America, he was asked by a missionary family to bring 
TODAY. a s upply of t he newly discovered polio vaccine for t heir 

THERE IS (1) THE INSTRUMENTALITY OF THE PLAN (vss . 1- children . He obtained the vaccine and carefully guarded 
5 & 7-9); (2) THE OF THE PLAN (v s. 6) ; it on t he t rip . He took great pains to deliver the vaccine, 
(3) THE INTENT OF THE PLAN (vss. 10-11) ; and (4) THE he s a id , because he knew so we ll the it w o uld 
INSPIRATION OF THE PLAN (vss. 12-21). make (George , pp. 8- 9) . 
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--APPLY: Paul saw his task in this life as the being 
a channel of .God's grace to men. He was the instrument 
through which the grace of God was to come to men. It 
is one of the great facts of the Christian life that we were 
given the \ order that we 
might share them w ith others. It is one of the great 
warnings of the Christian life that if we keep them to our
selves we lose them. We keep them only by passing them 

(Barclay, p. 145). 
Paul saw himself as a man who had been given a 

had been given the privilege of 
Gr&i+1J.lt,,_ Y° ' • I covering secret it w.as ,God's will that all men 

should be .. secret of His grace and love . 
And he had been given the privilege of mak ing this secret 
known the church and of being the instrument whereby 
God's grace went the Gentjles, But that conscious -
ness of orivileae did not it made him 

He was amazed tnat this great privi-
lege had been given to him who, as he saw it, was less 
than the lea st of God's . If ever we are pri vi
leged to or to teach the messa e of the love of 
God, or to do anything for Jesus Christ in His Church, 
we must alwa s remember that our reatness lies, not 
in ourselve b t in our task and in e (Barclay, 
pp. 146-147). . 

Toscanini was one of the greatest con
ductors and interpreters music in the world. Once 
when he was talking to an orchestra when he was pre
paring to play one of Beethoven's symphonies with them 
he said: "Gentlemen, I am nothing; you are nothing; 
Beethoven is everything." He knew well that his duty 

not to draw attention to himself or to 0 chestra; - - . ---- -
his duty was to obliterate himself and his orchestra and 
to let Beethoven flow through (Barclay, p. 147) 
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II . THE INCLUSIVENESS OF THE 
--EPH. 3 :6 (Phillips) "The Gentiles, ·who were previously 

excluded from God's agreements, are to be equal he irs 
wit h h i s chosen people , equal members and equal part
ner s in God's promise g iven by Chri st through the Gos
pel• 

--EXEGESIS: In the ancient world the barriers were complete , 
No one had ever dreamed that God's grace and privileges 
and love were for all people. It was Paul who made that 
discovery. That is why Paul is so tremendously impor
t ant--for, had there been no Paul it is quite conceivable 
t hat there would have-been no world-wide Christianity, 
and that we would not be (Barclay, p. 
144). 

--NOTE: In verse 9, Paul states that the inclusiveness of 
God's plan that would bring all together in Chri st was 
purpose of "from t he of the world. " 

That is something which we would do well to remember. 
Sometimes the history of Christianity can be presented in 
such a way that it sounds as if the gospel went out to the 
Gentiles only because the Jews would not receive i t. But 
Paul here reminds us that the of the Gentiles, 
our own salvation, i s ot an afterthou ht of God. It is 
not something which God accepted as a second best, 
because the Jews rejected Hi s message and His invitat ion. 
The bringing of all men into His love was part of the eter
nal des ign of God (Barclay, p. 148). 

- -NOTE: When teaching in the synagogue at Nazareth, Jesus 
said there were many Jewish lepers in the day of Elisha, bu1 
when God wanted to show special mercy to a he 
extended that mercy to a Gentile , Na a man of Syria. The 
people were so furious that Jesus would say God cared in 

any such s pe cial would 
not let h im f ini sh h i s sermon They rushed him out of 
the synagogue and attempted to put him to death by push
ing him over the prec ipice (Summe rs, p. 56) . 
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--APPLY: In every area where I have served there have 
been who as. as the people 
at Nazareth when the inclusiveness of God's plan was 

t hey. were . no 
more important, no more precious in God's sight than 
any other person--regardles s of their economics ;. 

culture or color of skin. 
And yet, I read my Bible correctly it says, "Who

soever shall call upon name of the Lord shall be 
saved" (Rom. 10: 13) and will, let him take 
the water of life freely" (Rev. 22:17c). 

It is only when we as instruments of God's plan com
prehend the inclusiveness of s plan that we begin to 

·. I 

move toward Christian unity. 

III. THE INTENT OF THE 
--EPH. 3:10-11 
--NOTE: What is the intent of God's plan? What is its . 

purpose? Verse 10 informs us that it is to 
the redemptive and unifying God that angelic 
beings might see and of 

Angelic beings are intensely interested in our salva
tion and the unity it brings. Peter says these are 
the angels des ire to Peter 1: 12b). · 

--NOTE: Pa ul's word Manifold," found only here in the 
New Testament, is an especially one, literall 
meaning "many colored . " It may make allusion to the in
tricate beauty of an embroidered pattern. Probably 
main idea in this text is that of infinite beauty and diver
s ity. This beauty of God's wisdom is to be demonstrated 
by and through the church (Vaughn, p. 73). 

The special instrument for fulfilling this intent is 
"the church." The chief point is that the very existence 
of the church, uniting hostile sections of mankind in 
body, is an obvious proof that 

• i iewed as the 
v.tstme- materialtzation of the p rpose of God for 

p. 74) 

I 
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--APPLY: When a church, for instance, the First Baptist 
Church of San Angelo, Texas has Koinonia, and 
fellowship, it fulfills the intent of God's plan. That 
church becomes a living example of what God can do 
every life, in every home, in every church, in every 
nation where He is accepted as both Savior and Lord ... 

--NOTE: If angels in heaven where peace reigns are longing 
to see a practical demonstration of Christian unity, how 
much more are human beings on earth where hatred and 
strife prevail longing to see unity? 

The of the plan is through unity and 
love to make known the 11 manifa)d of . 11 

THE INSPIRATION OF THE PLAN 
--EPH. 3:12-2 / 

Because we have been chosen, as unworthy as we 
· re, to be the of God's plan which includes all 

eople to the intent that God's wisdom might be known 
ere comes an inspiration. 

the inspiration of this plan for unity? 
God's Plan for Unity Inspires Us: 

1 . . To Pra Boldly 
- v s . 12 (L.B.) "Now we can come fearlessly right into 

God's presence, assured of his glad welcome when 
we come w ith Chri st and trust in h im. 11 

--EXEGESIS K. J. V.) Note the three leading words: 
I "boldness, 11 11 access," 11 confidence. 11 All this we 

have in Christ. 11 Boldness, 11 suggesting absence of 
restraint or fear, translates a Greek word which 

1 literally denotes It was 
used in classical Greek of the free speech which was 
the right of every citizen of a democratic state. In 
the New Testament it signifies the liberty of believers 

approach God di rectly through Christ, w i th the 
added of freedom from fear of being rejected. 

"Access, 11 which betokens approach to God (cf. 2:18) 
is the prinaipal word here. 
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"Confidence" suggests assurance of acceptance . 
three wqrds are bound together so as to form one 

complete idea, namely, that through faith in Christ · 
we have free , unrestricted , confident access to God 

· 
--ILLUS: H.L. Gee tells a war story. There was a little 

boy whose father was promoted to the exalted rank 
of Brigad ie r . When the little lad heard the news, he 
was silent for a moment, and then said, "Do you think 
he w ill mind if I st i ll ca 11 him daddy ?11 The essence 
of the Christian faith is the unrestricted access we 
have to of God and the right to 
him as Q§.ther. 11 (Barcla,y , p 152). .. 

2 . To Live Courageously t!!:i 
--vss. 13-17 (READ 13 , 16 & 17) ---EXEGESIS: He did not want his readers to lose heart 

concerning the great cause of Gentile evangel ization . · 
,;::His imprisonment did not mean that the word of God 

was bound nor that God's purpose was frust rated. Nor 
did his afflictions mean that he was out of the path 
of duty. Indeed, his sufferings were the direct con-
sequence of his to, and participation in , 
the eternal purpose of God for the redemption of the 
race;::7I'he readers instead of being discouraged at 
Paul's afflictions, should be encouraged by them, fo r 
they were an evidence that God's plan of grace was 
advancing toward its consummation (Vaughn , p. 75) . 

--NOTE: But how in the face of so many difficulties can 
we, like the Christians at Ephesus, live courageously 
in a d iscouraging world. 
(1) Through the infilling of the Holy Spirit. 
--vs. 16b "Be strengthened w ith might by HIS SPIRIT 

in the inner man . 11 

Not by might nor by power but by my sp irit sa ith the 
Lord." 

(2) Through the indwelling of Jesus Christ 
--vs. 17 "That Christ may dwell in your hearts 

faith. 
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(How? By faith. Just as you accepted him as 
Savior). 

--ILL US: A life may be truly Christian and yet far 
from fully Christian. In is just 
present, in others He is prominent, and in 
others again, He is pre-eminent. (Vaughn, p. 78). 

(3) Through stability of love 
--vs. 17b "Being rooted and grounded love 11 

--EXEGESIS: "Rooted and grounded." --The former 
may reflect the idea of a tree that has its roots 
deep in the earth with the resulting stability. 
The second word was used for foundations of 
buildings. It pictures a buildfng that has a firm 

I 

foundation and cannot be shaken. In both in-
stances love is the gound or soil in which the tree 
i s rooted and upon which the house is built. This 
is love in the ..comprehensive--love for God which 
cannot stop there but reaches out to include one's 
fellow man as well. Rooted like a tree in the 
soil of love, founded like a building upon the firm 
ground of love, they will have power to provide 
.co..lJ.@lli;Lin the. face of th ost threatening 
circumstances (Vaughn, p. 65). 

3. To Know Fully (God's Love) 
--vss. 18-19 
--EXEGESIS: comprehend" (vs. 18) and "to know" 

(vs. 19)--The first speaks of a mental grasp and 
might better be rendered by the word "apprehend. 11 

The idea is of laying hold on something so as to 
make it one's own. 

But we are not only to apprehend this love; we 
are also "to know" it. The word for "know" denotes 
knowledge gained by experience and may be some
what stronger in force than "apprehend." (Vaughn, 
p. 79). 

- JI o 
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1i --NOTE: Where is that love to be experienced? We 
find it and we experience it "with all Saints. " That 
is to say, we find it in the fellowship of the Church. 
John Wesley's saying was true. "God knows nothing 
of sol itary religion." "No man," he said, "ever went 
to heaven 11 The Church may have its faults; 
the church members may be very far from being the 
people they ought to be; but the of the 
Church we find the love of God (Barclay , p . 156). 

4. To Glorify Properly 
--vss. 20-21 

· · US: Leslie Weatherhead somewhere tells of a talk 
had with a public schoolboy who had decided t o 

enter the ministry of the Church. He asked him when 
he had come to his decision, and the lad said he had 
been moved to make it after a certain servi ce in the 
school chapel. Leslie Weatherhead very naturally 
asked who the preacher had been, and the lad answered 
that he had no idea who the preacher was; he only 

that Jesus Christ had spoken to him that morning . 
That was true preaching; for he who serves Christ can 
never think of making others look at himself and pra i se 
himself; he must make them look at Christ. The tragic 
fact in Churches is that there are so who are 
more concerned with their own honour and prestige 
than w ith the honour and the prestige of Jesus Christ; 
and who are more concerned that e 
n oticed than that C (Barclay , p. 

CON: The Roman soldiers on guard at the crucifixion of 
Jesus were , according to custom, appropriating to themselves 
the pri soner 's ra iment. When they came to his coat they 
discovered that it was a seamless garment. To rend it into 
four parts, one for each sold ie r , would ruin it. For this 
reason they decided to keep it intact and cast lots for the 
ownership of it . 
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I have no idea who first employed the seamless robe 
of Chri st as a metaphor for the unity of his Church. The 
first time I ever came upon it was in a prayer of Henry Wa rd 
Beecher, where he prayed that the Church might be one 
again, like the seamless robe of her All agree that 
the metaphor is one of the great beauty and appropriateness. 
Strife and wrangling a re angry to tear in pieces the 
sacred garment of while the Crucified One 
looks sadly down upon the miserable conflict between those 
he died to redeem. His look of love and sorrow seems to 
repeat His prayer at the Last Supper. "That they may be one. 
that the world may know that thou didst send me" (Jno. 17: 21) 
(Macartney, p. 63). 
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