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LEARNING HOW TO LIVE 
Ephesians 3:1-21 

A wealthy Texan detailed in his will 
how he wanted to be buried. He wanted 
to be seated in the driver's seat of his 
gold plated Cadillac and lowered into the 
ground. As the family fulfilled his wishes 
and the Cadillac was being lowered into 
the ground, a bystander said under his 
breath , "Man, that's really living!" 

Actually, that's not really living! 
That's really dying ! Really living takes 
more than just being surrounded by 
opulence. What is involved in really 
living? Paul provided some insights in our 
text. 

e Must Understand the 
Purpose of God 

3:1-6 

Paul understood something others 
did not understand, not because of his 
own insight but because of the reve ation 
of God. What was this secret which had 
been revealed to Paul? God revealed to 
Paul that Jews and Gentiles could be 
reconciled to Him in the very same way. 

This insight had been anticipated 
to some degree in other generations. In 
His original promise to Father Abraham, 
God said, 11 nd in you all the families of -

the earth shall be blessed" (Gen. 12:3). 
The prophets also alluded to this 
universal concept (Is. 49:6; Hos. 1:1Q). 
The mystery about which Paul spoke was 
revealed to some degree to those in other 
generations. 

However, the full dimensions of 
this truth were not clearly understood until 
the Holy Spirit revealed them to Paul. 
God revealed to Paul that the Gentiles 
were ''fellow 11 ''fellow members," and 
'fellow partakers" in the kingdom of God 

That statement does not have the 
same impact on us today as it had on the 
first century Christians. To these Jewish 
Christians of the first century this was a 
revolutionary idea. od brought about in 
Christ a complete and permanent fusion 
of formerly clashing elements and made 
them one new organism. In this new 
spiritual union, the privileges initially 
reserved for the Jews were now open to 
the Gentiles. 

Prejudice, the hatred it 
spawns, is everywhere present in today's 
world. This narrow exclusiveness 
squeezes the life out of us. What a 
breath of fresh air would blow 
across human relationships if we 
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acknowledged the commonar · s 
hare with other human beings rather 

than the alities which distin uish us 
from each other. 

living begins when we 
recognize that we are all a part of the 
human family, created by God, loved by 

and redeemable by God, when we 
realize that all people can be ''fellow 
heirs," 11fellow members," and '1ellow 
partakers" in the kingdom of God. This 
recognition will liberate us and others to 
experience life. 

3:7-13 

God called Paul to preach the 
gospel to the Gentiles. Paul did not 
volunteer for the assignment. He did not 
strive for the assignment. God gave it to 
him. Paul said, was ma e a 
(3:7). Throughout the ages, God has 
called individual Christians to specific 
assignments in His kingdom work, just 
like He did Paul. 

When God called Paul to a specific 
ministry, He also gave him the gifts he 
needed to carry out that ministry. Paul 
carried out his assignment II ccording to 
the gift of God's grace" (3:7.). 

Whom God calls, God 
a simple but significant trut which has 

been demonstrated throughout human 
history. If God opens a door of 
opportunity for us, if He leads us to do 
something, He will provide what we need 
to fulfill that responsibility. God still gives 
gifts to individual Christians today, just 
like He did Paul. 

When God called Paul to a specific 
ministry, He also gave him he 
needed to carry out that ministry. Paul 
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carried out this special assignment 
''tnrough the working of His 

Whom God calls, He em ower 
That truth has also been demonstrated 
throughout human history. We not only 
need to know how to do something . We 
also need the power to do it. God 
provides that power. We do not have to 
carry out our responsibilities as Christians 
in our own weak way. We can do them in 
God's powerful way. God still empowers 
individual Christians today, just like He 
did Paul. 

Like Paul, we too have been 
invited to participate in the plan of God. 
And, like him, we are able to participate in 
the plan of God because of the provisions 
made available to us " Jesus our 
[ ord' 

are these provisions? Paul 
identified them as ' reedom and 

our access. 
This word described the process of 
bringing a man into the presence of a king 
or introducing a speaker to a national 
assembly. It not only means the freedom 
to come into someone's presence but to 
have that someone give his attention to 
you . Through Christ, we can come into 
God's very presence. He gives His 
attention to us. 

"Confidence" describes 
attitude. This word comes from 

which ean al and 
confident person, therefore, is one who 
tells all. He is completely frank in 
expressing his opinion. Through Christ, 
we can come confidently into God's 
presence and tell Him everything. And we 
can boldly declare the truth about Him to 
everyone. Time spent with God produces 
confidence. 

Bondage, and the discouragement 
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it produces, is everywhere present in 
today's world. This inability to act 
squeezes the life out of us. What a breath 
of fresh air would energize human 
potentiality if we took advantage of our 
opportunity to come into the presence of 
God and experience His power flowing 
through us. 

eally living begins when we 
realize that we do not have to face the 
challenges of life in our own power, that 
instead we can face the challenges of life 
"ffirough the working of His powe[' 
adequately supplied by God's provisions. 

e Must Recognize 
the Pecsoo of God 

3:14-21 
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or 

God is able to everything 
we need, to to everything we 
ask, and to provide everything we have 
ever thought about. What a picture. Yet, 
there is more. · 

Paul said 
do those things, but He is also able 

more." Paul formed a 
unique compound out of three wor 
huperwhich means above or beyond; ek 
which intensifies the force of the verb to 
which it is connected to a level of 
perfection; and perissou which means "to 
exceed to a degree that you go beyond all 
things." Huperekperissou literally means 

In one of the most remarkable to go beyond going all things in 
statements in the New Testament, Paul an inexhaustible way_. 
described the God who revealed Himself Fear, and the chaos it produces, is 
to us through Jesus Christ. With word everywhere present in toaay's This 
stacked upon word Paul painted an paralysis squeezes the life out of us. 
incredible portrait of God '3:20). What a breath of fresh air would invade 

Paul began our hearts if we 
with the simple r------------------------------------------7 relied on the 
assertion: "Now to What a breath of fresh air. would adequacy of God 
Him who is able." invade our hearts if we relied on the instead of being 
That in itself would be adequacy of God instead of being by our own 
sufficient to give us : stymied by our own inadequacy. 1 

God is able. _ eally living 
Yet, there is when we 

more in Paul's description. The statement remem er that we are children of a God 
that God is able implies that God can "who immeasurably more 
provide anything we ask of Him. That is all we ask or imagine" 
certainly a sufficient expression of the ,, 
adequacy of God. '' 1.Mt-M'C° Conclusio_.n 

Paul went further still. God is not 
only able to provide that for which we ask When you see someone being -but He can also supply anything we even buried in a gold Cadillac, that's really 
t · about. All of us think about dying! When, on the other hand, you see 
possibilities we are afraid to ask for. What someone in whose life the omnipotent 
a promise! All the dreams which have God really living! 
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