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BUT GOD HAS PLACED A UNIFYING 

FORCE, FOR AND THAT FORCE 

WE NOTICED LAST WEEK IN EPHESIANS, CHAPTER ONE 
THAT THE PREREQUISITE FOR UNITY IS A PER
SONAL EXPERIENCE OF SALVATION THROUGH JESUS CHRIST. 
BELONGING TO THE SAME CHURCH AND SUBSCRIBING TO 
THE SAME SET OF BELIEFS WILL NOT BRING UNITY IF IN 
THAT CHURCH THERE ARE THOSE WHO HAVE NOT BEEN 
SAVED . THESE WHOSE NATURE HAS NOT BEEN CHANGED 
WILL INEVITABLY CONDUCT THEMSELVES IN SUCH A WAY " 
AS TO DISRUPT WHATEVER UNITY 

SO PAUL SAYS, "IF THERE WOULD BE UNITY, THERE 
MUST BE SALVATION FOR THIS IS THE PREREQUISITE FOR 

UNITY. BUT HOW WILL THIS UNITY COME AND 
HOW WILL IT BE MAINTAINED--WHAT IS THE POWER FOR 

UNITY? THIS IS WHAT PAUL DEALS WITH IN 
CHAPTER 2. I 

IN THE LAST PART OF CHAPTER PAUL ASKED GOD TO 
GIVE HIS READERS THE CAPACITY TO KNOW HIS POWER. 
THIS WAS THE POWER DEMONSTRATED IN THE RESURRECTION 
OF CHRIST FROM THE DEAD AND IN HIS ELEVATION TO THE 
RIGHT HAND OF GOD ABOVE ALL OTHER POWERS (1:20). 

NOW IN CHAPTER TWO PAUL PUTS THAT POWER WHERE 
THE WATER HITS THE WHEEL IN OUR EVERYDAY LIVES. HE 
SHOWS THAT GOD'S POWER HAS THE SAME EFFECT IN OUR 
EXPERIENCE--THAT THE POWER THAT RAISED CHRIST FROM 
THE DEAD AND ENTHRONED HIM IN HEAVEN IS THE SAME 
POWER AVAILABLE TO US FOR UNITY. 



AND JUST AS IT WOULD HAVE BEEN IMPOSSIBLE FOR 
CHRIST TO HAVE BEEN RAISED FROM THE DEAD AND EN
THRONED IN HEAVEN, SO IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR US TO 
LIVE IN CHRISTIAN UNITY APART FROM THAT POWER. 

THE ABSENCE OF POWER EXPLAINS THE DISUNITY 
IN MUCH OF CHRISTENDOM, WHETHER IT BE YOUR 
HOME AS A "CHRISTIAN OR YOUR CHURCH, OR THE 
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY IN GENERAL. SUCH DIVIDEDNESS 

UNNECESSARY SINCE THIS POWER IS AS AVAILABLE TO 
us AS IT WAS TO CHRIST HIS RESURRECTION OR TO THE 
CHRISTIANS AT EPHESUS. 

AS PAUL OF THE POWER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY, 
HE MENTIONS A CONDITION, A CREATION AND A CONCORD
A CONDITION THAT REQUIRES THIS POWER, VERSES A 
,CREATION THAT RESULTS FROM THIS VERSES 4-12; 
AND A CONCORD THAT REVEALS THIS POWER, VERSES 13-
22. THERE IS: 

i 

I. THE CONDITION THAT REQUIRES Tms POWER 
--NOTE : Why d o we need this power? What i s there a bout 

us that requires this power? 
--EPHESIANS 2:1-3 (READ) 
--NOTE: Three words in these 3 verses descri be the con-

dit ion that requires thi s power. They are vs. l; 
Conformity, vs. 2; and Indulgence, vs. 3. 
1. Death 
--vs. 1 
--NOTE: What he mean by that phrase? It is true 

that in the life to come sin produces the death of the 
soul. But here Paul is not talking about the life to 
come; he is talking about this present life in this 
world (Barclay, p. 113). And he says that prior to 
our experiencing the power of God in our lives, our 
condition was one of death. And as though that were 
not bad enough, was a condition of self- inflicted 
death. Why were we dead? Because of trespasses and 
sins we chose to commit--we were guilty of 
suicide! 
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What had we done to bring this death on ourselves? 
Paul uses two words--"trespasses and sins." 

To sin-- is to miss the mark, to fail. 
To trespass--is to lose your way, to stray from the right 
road. So Paul is saying we had failed to hit the target, 
we had to stay on the right road and we had died! 
And dead men can't help hemselves. Therefore, this 
condition requires God's power. 

Conformity -
--vs. 2 (L.B.) "You went along with the crowd and were 

just like all the others, full of sin, obeying Satan. " 
--NOTE: There is ever present the pressure "to walk 

according to the course of world," to conform to 
our moral environment. Realizing Paul challenged 
the Christians at Rome, 11 Be not conformed to this 
world, but be ye transformed" (Rom. 12:2a) But you 
can't be transformed apart from the power of God. 

our hi 
can change ourselves. We shall, 

apart from God' in our lives, conform 
to whatever is around us. What others do we will do 
and often even without thinking. 

--ILL US: According to an executive of an Oakland (Calif) 
company, all employees are required to sign in when 
they come to work each morning, and, if lata, to write 
down the reason. During bad weather, the reason is 
generally "fog" --written in by the first arrival, with 
those who come in afterwards simply putting ditto marks. 
One morning the first gentleman printed under 
the excuse column, "Wife had twins. 11 On the next 
18 lines, the later arrivals dutifully noted ditto (Tan , 
p. 262). , I a-r-8.tcksf(tjpf',,, 

3. Indulgence -HAt.s , 
--vs. (L.B.) "All of us used to be just as they are, our 

lives expressing the evil within us, doing every 
wicked thing that our passions or our evil 
might lead us into." 
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--EXEGESIS: The word translated "lusts" is a general 
word for desire . It was not basically word of evil 
connotation, but when joined to the term "flesh" and 
when placed in this particular context it certainly 
conveys the idea of evil desires. The word "flesh" 
appears to be used reference to the flesh with 
all its evil propensities, all its evil inclinations. 
Living, -bben, in the desires of sinful flesh, these 
people were doing constantly the things which the 
flesh wished . Whatever dictates the sinful flesh 
made they c arried o ut. Joined to this is the 
"desire s." It means to one's mind 

. . 34) desires of the flesh" 
James o the current saying, "If 

feels g_ood, do it. 11 It is life lived.. on the most 
and anima l leve l. Such indulgence makes 

us slaves to the worst that is in us. Rather than 
controlling our bodies, our bodies control us. And 

we soon self-destruct! 
da Vinci was painting his 

masterpiece La st Supper", he sought long for 
a model for his Christ. t last he located a chorister 
in one of the churches of Rome who was lovely in 
life and features, man 
Bandin 1· 

Years passed, and the painting was still unfinished 
All the disciples had been portrayed save one--Judas 
Iscariot. Now he started to find a man whose face 
was hardened and d istorted by sin:)snd at last he 
found a beggar on t he streets of Rome with a face so 
villa inous; he shuddered when he looked at him. He 
hired the man to sit for him as he painted the face of 
Judas on his c a nvas. When he was about to dismiss 
the man, he said, ''I have not yet found out your 
name." "I am Pietro Bandinelli, 11 he replied, "I 
also sat for you as your model of Christ. 11 (Tan, 
p. 1286). 
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--NOTE: Paul, realizing the destruction indulgence 
can bring keep my body under subjection: 
lest when I have preached to others, I myself should 
be a castaway. 11 

We might say, 11 But Paul, how do you do this? How 
do you keep your subjection? Is this 
really possible ?11 

Paul would answer, "I can do all 
that strengtheneth me. But without his 

power, I can do nothing ! " 
Our condition of death, conformity and indulgence 

re uires this power! 

II. FROM THIS POWER 
--EPHESIANS 2:4-12 (READ 

New vs. A New vs. 6; A 
New Example, vss. 7-9; and A New vs. 10). 
1. The Creation of a New Life 
--vs. 5 (Phillips) "God .•. gave us life together with 

Christ" 
--NOTE: We do not really live we are made alive 

through Jesus Christ--we may exist, but we do not 
live . 
oreation of now It is only by his 
power that we are saved from death and brought to 
life. 

--ILLUS: In 1956 in New York City, the survivors of 
the wrecked ocean liners Stockholm and Andrea Dorea 
were brought to port. Dazed v.ictims sat in hotel 
lobbies, restaurants, and public places. They had 
lost luggage. They were dirty and ill-clothed, but 
they were alive. They had many unresolved problems 
in their lives, but they had been saved. 

Without someone to recue us, human beings are 
s dead, ruled by selfish desire and the 
powers but God has sent a Savior to bring us 
back to life and safety (Proclaim, pp. 7-8). 
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2. The Creation of a New Priviledge 
--vs. 6 
--EXEGESIS: Because of our New Life, we have a New 

Priviledge. 
In Ephesians 1:20 we have been shown how the 

surpassing power of God was displayed when He 
raised Christ from the dead and made Him to sit at 
His right hand in heavenly places. Here a further 

is unfolded: God has also raised the people of 
Christ along with Him and made them sit with Him in 
those heavenly places. Here behevers are viewed as 
,b.ai..u.g_a,lrea there with Christ. Temporally, 
indeed, we live on earth so long as we remain in this 
body; but II in Christ Jesus" we are seated with Christ 
where He is. And God, who sees all His creatures as 
they really are, sees believers Christ Jesus. 11 

The verbs 11 , 11 raised 11 , "made to 
are all in the aorist tense; they express what God has 
already done for His children in Christ (Bruce, p. 50) . 

is a priviledge, a right, that is already yours. 
Yet, I fear that like so many of our priviledges, we 
fail to take advantage of it. 

--APPLY: The priviledge is that of t he "enthroned life. 11 

We are already seated II in heavenly We 
don't need to wait until some distant day to be "more 
than conquerers!" We can be winners in the here and 
now! 

We are to start the checks on the heavenly 
bank right now. Paul "the life I NOW live ... 11 

The only time you can live is now. Yesterday is a 
cancelled check, tomorrow is a promisory note, TODAY 
is the only currency we have. 

Satan wants us to (fret) in the past--i. e. 
regret over past mistakes, OR to live in (worry) the 
future. 

If you can trust Christ for NOW why not trust him 
with everything? Past and future . 
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demand made upon my life is made upon the 
life of Christ in me. takes all the pressure off 
of me. For I can live the life now. It is 
my priviledge--a priviledge I did not have until I 
welcomed His power into my life (Deeper Life Week, p. 
1). 

3. The Creation of a New Example (of God's Grace) 
--vss. 7-9 (L.B. vs. 7a "And now God can always point 

to us as examples of how very rich his kindness 
--NOTE: Is God's grace for real Is his grace effective? 

You need not look for the answer in theological books. 
You can the answer in the transfonned lives of 
men and women and boys and girls who have been 
created into examples of God's Grace. 

--"By Grace" , 
11e1 se 8:, expresses the means by 

which men are saved--not by weeping, , . not by their 
own willing, not through their own works or efforts, 
but by sovereign grace. But what is grace? The word 
is used more than one hundred fifty times in the New 
Testament (almost a hundred times by Paul alone). Its 

meaning is that to the 
The words "by grace" that God 

was under no obligation to save men, that salvation 
is a bounty from God, not a reward for merit (Vaughn, 
pp. 48-49). It is a creation made possible only by 
God's grace. throu h God' lives 

New Example of that Grace 
John Newton said, "When I get to heaven I shall 

see three wonders there. The first wonder will be, to 
see many people there whom I did not expect to see-
the sec ond wonder will be, to miss many people whom 
I did expect to see; and the third and greatest wonder 
of all, will be to find myself there. 11 But all will be 
there by the grace of God (Tan, p. 529). 
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4. The Creation of a New PurposE:_ 
--vs. 10 
--NOTE: For God does not save us just so we can be 

saved. He saves us so we can carry out his purpose 
for our lives. 

Immediately after saying that we are 
not saved works (vs. 9), Paul says we are 
good works (vs. 1 O), because this was God's original 
plan for our lives (Proclaim, p. 8). 

--ILLUS: In 1897 Dr. Grenfell was in Boston. Mr. 
Moody was holding meetings in Tremont Temple at the 
time. Dr. Grenfell sought him out at his hotel--the 
first t ime they had ever met--and told Mr. Moody he 
owed his conversion to him 14 years before. 

"What have you been doing since?" was Mr. 
Moody's immediate question (Ta n, p , 1629) . 

Moody realized that the creation that results from 
God's power is the creation of a purpose. "We 
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unt_o 
good works •.. " (ys. 10). A-"'h-1 To 

III. THE CONCORD REVEALS THIS POWER 
-EPHESIANS 2: 13-22 (READ 13-19) ti 

--L.B. vs. 16-- "As parts of the same body, our anger 
against each other has disappeared, for both of us have 
been to God . And so feud ended at 

• 

In 19 61 the Communist government of East 
Germany built a fortified wall through the divided city 
of Berlin to prevent the escape of its citizens. The world 
was shocked at this visible evidence of oppression. 
More shocking than the all great barrier 
that s e parates persons God is to restore the 

to fe llowship with himself, t he of rriust 
come down. 

Behind the wall-- Paul used the image of the wall of 
the temple in verse 14 that divided the outer and inner 
courts to show God's reconciling love. Gentiles could 
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come only as far as the outer court. There they saw 
signs that threatened death to any non-Jew who passed 
beyond the wall. 

The wall of stone in the Temple symbolized the wall 
of hostile attitudes that separate people from one another 
and from God. Paul included Jews as well as Gentiles 
among those separated from God by sin. Bebi ad thj s 

er there is spiritual death. Here life is controlled by 
Satan, the epitome of hostil ity to God. Bebiod 
persons live for their own selfish desires. They are 
separated from Christ and from the community of God's 
people . Since they are literally wit o od, t e have 
no hope. rate a erson from is sin, 
and it is a wall that needs to come down. 

Beyond the wall. -- On the other side of the wall is 
life. Here the hostility in the human heart melts away, 
and there is peace. Persons on this side of the wall 
are members the family of God. is 
lived in relationship between God 
and man. Th th t " th " on the other side 
reads " lov:e" o ide. Here the purpose of God is 
fulfilled . Those who could never get together on the 
other side of the wall are now brought tO:gether in Christ. 

Through the wall-- The question is, How do you pass 
through the wall? How does the selfish, hostile, hope
less man come to be in the community of life and 
The Christ. He is the one who volunteered to 
live behind the wall. In his total obedience to God he 
cast himself against the wall at the cross and broke it 

and created Those wno en er O.. tt 
personal relationship with him find they have 
from death to life, from des a i r to hope, enmity 
to community, from discord to concord. 

--APPLY: The power of God in the lives of Christ's 
d isciples revealed this concord. Others who saw them 
said, 11 How they love one another! 11 And John states 
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it is our love for one another that reveals God's power 
to save. know that we have passed from death 
unto life, we love the brethren 11 (I John 3: 14). 

CON: How do we love the unlovable? How can we forgive 
the How can we live in unity in a 
di world . 

The answer is found in the indwellin resence of esus 
in us. This alone is the power for Christian Unity! 
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