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2: 4-10 

It was Anita Cheek Milner' s fiftieth birthday. Her older daughter gave her a pin that 
said: 50 is NIFTY. Anita wore it to work that day, and what fun it was! All day, people kept 
saying things to her like, "An_ita, you don't look fifty " or "Why, nita, you can't be fifty" and 
"We know you can't be was wonderful, she reports. I knew they were lying," 
she confesses, they knew I knew, but isn't that what friends and coworkers are for? To lie 
to you when it, in times of emergency, like and death and turning You 
know how it a lie, though," she continues. "You hear it often enough, and you to 
think it's end of the felt She fairly floated home from work. 

on teasingly: "I really ought to dum my husband. After all, 
the geezer is fifty-one, way too old for a young-looking gal like me." 

she had just shut the front door when the doorbell rang. It was a young 
girl from a florist shop, bringing birthday flowers from a friend. They were lovely. Anita stood 
there holding the flowers and admiring them, and the delivery girl stood there, waiting for a tip. 

girl noticed the pin on Anita's jacket and said, "Oh, fifty, eh?" "Yes," Anita answered, and 
waited. She could stand one last compliment before her birthday ended. "Fifty," the delivery 
girl repeated. "That's great! Birthday or anniversary?" (1) 

That's the way life is, isn't it? Just when you start feeling good about yourself, someone 
is sure to step up and burst your bubble. It may be a oelivery girl, it may be your boss, it may be 
your spouse, it may be your best friend, or it may be St. Paul. 

Paul was writing to Christians at Ephesus. Ephesus was a prosperous city on a major 
trading route. It was the local capital city with many wealthy and prominent people. It was also 
a major tourist city, and the center of worship of the goddess, Diana. In short, it was a 
prominent city with more than its share of affluent citizens. 

There is a characteristic of wealthy, prominent people that can be dangerous spiritually. 
Such people tend to see themselves as independent, self-sufficient, self-made. It is rare to find a 
person of great means who is also a person of humility. to this the fact that Paul was 
writing to persons who were enlightened Christians living in a sea of paganism, and you can 
see a doubly dangerous dose of potential pride. These were not only people who were well-off 
financially, but they were also on a different spiritual plane than their neighbors. And Paul was 
concerned that this kind of pride would be destructive new Christians' relationships 
with their neighbors and with God. So he writes to th ¥ grace been 
· and that · of · t is the gift God; wo ks, that no 

, On the surface, it might seem easy for Christians to boas . After all, we are God's 
We are believers. But we don't believe just We are ca ful what we fall 
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Resurrection Life (2:5-6) 
In verse 5, Paul described the basis of the new life. His 
description is an extension of the thought in verse 1. He 
described what God has done in Christ for every believ
er. When believers were spiritually dead in 
and sins" (2:1), God gave them new life together with 
Christ. The life Christians now have is a result of 
Christ's resurrection power. Believers' resurrection and 
regeneration are an act of God's. grace. Paul viewed sal
vation in retrospect from the vantage point of redemp
tive history. Thus he could write we are in a position of 
having been saved ( sesosmenoi [ ses ohs MEN oi]). 

In verse 6, Paul pictured the condition of the new 
life. God has raised us up with Christ (see 1:20-23). 
This is an act of God's great power that has enthroned 
us with Christ in the heavenly places, even as Christ 
was exalted to God's right hand following the resurrec

tion. Elsewhere , Paul described the real
ity of the struggle of the Christian expe
rience (see Rom. 7:14-25; Gal. 
5:16-25)-what we may characterize 

as three steps forward, two steps 
back. But Paul's point in Ephesians 
2:6 was to draw contrasts between 
the human condition described in 

verses 1-3 and the new life pictured in 
verses 4-6. This is exemplified by the strong 

contrasting words in verse God"-and can be 
seen in the following chart: 

Life 
We were dead. 
We were enslaved. 
We were objects of 

wrath. 
We walked among the 

disobedient. 
We were under Satan's 

dominion. 

New Life 
Now we are alive. 
Now we are enthroned. 
Now we are objects 

of grace. 
Now we fellowship 

with Christ. 
Now we in union 

with Christ. 

These 
Again w 
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Reconci 
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terms 
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plight d 
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we are not people who worsn1p we belleve m or or 
astrology, like less enlightened people in our society. We are an affluent people. Look at the 
growing and prosperous churches that encircle the outskirts of our thriving cities. And we 
have a rather select membership. Oh, not that we seek to be exclusive, .1 

more responsible people in town grace our worship services. Few ofus use illicit drugs 
prostitutes or abuse our spouses or children. We are the nicer people in our community. Most of 
us tend to be rather conservative. We have our values. We know the difference between right 
and wrong. In fact, we are very much like the church in Ephesus. it would be easy for us 

be wrong ifwe did. · 
trr: For one we have very little to boast No matter much we thmk so, 

few ofus are really self-made people. 

There was an article sometime back in Reader's Digest cone · e color of 
eyes. Have you ever wondered why people have different colored ye 1 a wo drous thing 
that some of us have blue eyes, some green, some nearly black. Why? The color of our eyes 
depends on how much we have in our body. Melanin determines skin color -and hair color. Someone with a arge amount of melanin will have dark and eyes. 

Someone with less melanin will have lighter eyes 
source of this kaleidoscope of colors ys in how our ancestors ada ted 

. 

climate. People who lived in areas of the world lots 
in their eyes and skin which protected them against the rays People 
who lived in areas with reduced sunlight developed lighter pigment--ideal skin 
to absorb more sunlight. So, it is not surprising th wede blondes while 

produced people with dark sk_in. What you and I look like in 1ori ur 
ancestors encountered centunes ago. (2) h--o- ! ·' · / 

If our individual differences inherited from our ancestors stopped ai1\ 
color, it would be no big deal, this is just the beginning of attributes that · 
who we are, over which we had no control. Some of our ancestors came th 
while some of us may count among our ancestors the ative American who 
the shore to greet the first Pilgrims. Others came later, as carg n s ave s s, and still 

. 
as igran s rough Ellis Island. a difference to of those groups 
belong. f course, it does. me of us were born with tremendo ta es others were· not , 

t. .. 

so fortunate. 
t \ • 

Of course, sim l be. and land is an 
luck. We can si to be an Americ ... " until we fa&e, but 

. 
truth matter is ·nety-nme per cen o us 1 not choose the place of our . 
was a happy accident. But 1 oesn even stop there. We now know that the 

our and our talents are genetically determined. To a certain 

personalities ay be as well. Are you a hard Great. But somewhere 
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ambition. I don't want to burst your bubble, when you factor in all the influences on 
us which we have no control, the truth of the matter is that most of us have very little 

about which we can boast. 
Red Grange was one of the greatest football players of his era and maybe one of the 

great backs of all time. But Grange rather humble about his accomplishments. He always 
thought that all that fame was a little silly and that his success in football really was not 
something on which he should base his life. Grange commented years after he played, "I could 
carry a football well, but I've met hundreds of people who could do their thing better than I. I 

mean engineers, and writers, scientists, doctors--whatever. 
"I can't take much credit for what I did running with a football, because I don't know 

what I did. Nobody ever taught me and I can't teach anyone. You can teach a man how to 

block or tackle or kick or pass. The ability to run with a ball is something you have or you 
haven't. If you can't explain it, how can you take any credit for it?" 

Grange had a good handle on what things to be proud of and what things to simply take 

in stride. He was pleased with his hard work and accomplishments in the insurance business. 

He was pleased with his character and integrity. He recognized, however, that such things as 
good looks and natural talents are gifts from birth, and only a fool pats himself on the back for 

receiving a gift. Gifts are something you thank the Giver for but not something about which 

you can boast. We know 
we verv to 

en our faith in is a gift. didn't earn our salvat_ion. it 
without a bit of effort on our part. 

A mother named Julie sent her two children to the neighborhood church's vacation 

Bible school. The first day her 8-year-old boy returned home in tears. He felt like an outcast 
amidst the other kids who proudly wore their memory ribbons. "Some kids looked like birds 

they were so covered with ribbons," Julie said. "The whole program revolved around the 

memory work," she said. "One girl there could recite 156 verses in a row." Julie' s kids tried at 
first to conform. They really wanted the pretty blue ribbon that those who conquered the 

memory verses were granted. Ironically the ribbon was imprinted with these words: by 
are ye and that not of it is the gift of G . 

phesians 2:8." "The kids worked into the night drilling each other on the verses that appeared 
on the ribbon," says Julie. On their next visit to the church, they missed a word or two. The 
teacher told them if they wanted that pretty blue "grace ribbon" they'd have to work harder. 

She never caught the contradiction--the hidden curriculum--ofworking for grace." (4) 
writes any people believe Christianity to be a contest with a set of 

rules and regulations we have to follow in order to "win" salvation. In this spiritual Olympics, 

the winners are those who can stay away from sin and demonstrate their piety through good 
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others. ,_ 

l . . . ' . _>. The letter to the Ephesians was probably written during Paul's imprisonment. If anyone 
could have boasted about their good works, about their sacrifices for the it would have 

been Paul. He had been persecuted, beaten and imprisoned for his faith. Surely this _was a 

greater sacrifice than any the Ephesians had made. But he did not even allow himself to boast 
of his he insisted that all are saved by grace. . . . 

This is not to deny the importance of good works in the Christian hfe. It is to say that our 

good works flow from our acknowledgment that Christ died for us and by faith in him and faith 
alone, we are redeemed. 

In Steven Spielberg's movie Saving Private Ryan, a squadron of young sent 
on a mission to find one soldier behind enemy lines and bring horile. 
men in the squadron, including the Captai the rescue attempt he 
captain's last words to Private Ryan ar , am this." 

Many years later, Private Ryan, now an old man, visits the grave his 

kneels at the grave, he says, "Not a day goes by I don't think about what I 

just want you . I've tried. best I could .. I hope 
enough. I didn' m ent ything. I didn cu any diseases. I rajsed a 

family. I lived a li e. only hope, in your eyes at least, I eamedwhat you did for 
And that is the relationship between our faith and good works.· None can · 

about being a Christian. Faith is a gift that we did not, could not of 

Christ has · half we live our lives heroicall in atte 
t w hy of the investment Christ has made in us. 

-L 
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BIBLE STUDY 

Can A 
Christian Brag? 

Epltesians 2:4-10 (NASB) 

I 

God, being rich in mercy, because of His great 
love with which He loved us, 5even when we were dead 
in our transgressions, made us alive together with 
Christ (by grace you have been saved), raised us 
up with Him, and seated us Him in the heavenly 
places, in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the ages to 
come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace 
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace 
you have been saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, is the gift of God; 9not as a result of 
works, that no one should boast. we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

God prepared beforehand, that we 
in them. 

I. It MightSeem Easy for a Christian to Boast 
Because of: 
1. God's love for us - vs. 4 
2. The life He gave us - vs. 5 
3. Our resurrection with Christ - vs. 6a 
4. Our exaltation - vs. 6b 

II. It Is Wrong for Us to Brag 
Because: 
1. We have very little to boast about 

- vss 7-8a 
1) His "riches" and "kindness" are seen in 

our salvation - vs. 7 
2) His "grace" is the instrument of our 

salvation - vs. 8a 
2. Even our "faith" in Christ is a "gift." 

- vss 8b-9 
3. The purpose of our salvation is to do "good 

works" for Him. - vs. I 0 
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God, being rich in mercy, because of His great 

love with which He loved us, 5even when we were dead 
in our transgressions, made us alive together with 
Christ (by grace you have been saved), raised us 
up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly 
places, in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the ages to 
come He might show the swpassing riches ofHis grace 
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. by grace 
you have been saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9not as a result of 
works, that no one should boast. '°For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

God that we should walk 
in them. 

I. It MightSeem Easy for a Christian to Boast 
Because of: 
1. God's love for us - vs. 4 
2. The life He gave us - vs. 5 
3. Our resurrection with Christ - vs. 6a 
4. Our exaltation - vs. 6b 

II. It Is Wrong for Us to Brag 
Because: 
1. We have very little to boast about 

- vss 7-8a 
1) His "riches" and "kindness" are seen in 

our salvation - vs. 7 
2) His "grace" is the instrument of our 

salvation - vs. 8a 
2. Evenour"faith" in Christ is a "gift." 

- vss 8b-9 
3. The purpose of our salvation is to do "good 

works" for Him. - vs. 10 
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Parenl/Child 
Dedicalion 

Day 

May 14 

EVANGELISM RALLY 
for Youth Adults 

The entire church family is encouraged 
to attend this rally and lend support. 

Thursday, May 11 
6:30 prn 

National Championship Basketball 
Player with the University of Kentucky 

Free Pizza Party for Youth 6:00 pm 

Video Provides 
Witnessing 
Opportunity 

Somewhere Forever is a ·17-minute video 
developed by a pastor to help Christians 

share their faith and lead others to Christ. 

Somewhere Forever will be shown at 6:30 pm 
on Sunday evening, May 14. A discussion will 
follow as to how this video can be used as an 
effective witnessing tool. 

Regional VBS Training 
Monday, May 15 

6:15 pm at 
First Baptist 

The VBS Clinic will include great teaching and 

decorating ideas! The FBC Children's Choirs 

will present the Ocean Odyssey Musical. 




