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THE PREREQUISITE FOR 
I 

SCRIPT URE: 1 
P? fatltl 

t:j,11 I 

· ou someone special. You ,D 
"Body of Christ," the of Christ," 
the "CHURCH of Christ! 11 

You I, all our limitations 
faults are all Christ has thru whom to 

out His will purpose on earth. 
Next The CHURCH 
(1) UNITY of the Church Eph. 
(2) MISSION of the Church Variety pass 

BECAUSE DIVIDEDNESS IS SO 
EXISTENCE, GOD'S PLAN IS A STARTLING PLAN. GOD IS 
BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER BY THEM TO 
SELF THROUGH CHRIST 

NG 

T 

HE HAS PLACED ON THIS PLANET A UNIFYING FORCE FOR A 
DIVIDED WORLD. THAT FORCE IS CHRISTIAN UNITY. AND 
THIS THEME, CHRISTIAN UNITY IS WOVEN THROUGHOUT 
HIS LETTER TO THE CHURCH AT EPHESUS. AS THE LETTER 
UNFOLDS IT REVEALS : (1) THE PREREQUISITE FOR CHRISTIAN 
UNITY IN CHAPTER l; (2) THE POWER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 
IN CHAPTER @; (3) THE PLAN FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY IN 
CHAPTER 3; PATTERN OF CHRISTIAN UNITY IN CHAPTERS 
4-6:9; and (5) THE P ESERVATION OF CHRISTIAN UNITY IN 
CHAPTER 6:10-19. 

DURING THE SUNDAYS WE SHALL BE STUDY
ING EPHESIANS UNDER THE THEME, "A UNIFYING FORCE FOR 
A DIVIDED WORLD--C HRISTIAN UNITY. 11 IN LIGHT OF 
WORLD CONDITIONS OUR STUDY COULD NOT BE MORE 
TIMELY! PAUL BEGINS BY ESTABLISHING THE PREREQUISITE 
FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY . 

IT MAY COME AS A SURPRISE BUT NOT ALL CHRISTIANS 
ARE UNITED ! NOT ALL CHURCHES ARE UNITED • PA UL 
REALIZED THIS FOR THAT IS THE REASON HE WROTE THIS 
LETTER. • 



WHY IS ONE CHURCH BLESSED UNITY ANOTHER 
IS NOT? WHY IN ONE CHURCH DO YOU FIND A SPIRIT OF 
MUTUAL LOVE AND SUPPORT AND CARING AND IN ANOTHER 
THERE IS DIVIDED FRICTION AND HOSTILITY? THE 
ANSWER IS THAT ONE HAS MET THE PREREQUISITE FOR 
CHRISTIAN UNITY THE OTHER HAS NOT. 

AND WHAT IS THAT PREREQUISITE? CHAPTER 1 DECLARES 
IT TO BE A RIGHT RELATION WITH GOD THAT CAN ONJ.V 
BEGIN WITH A PERSONAL EXPERIENCE OF SALVATION 
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST. IN ONE WORD, THE PREREQUISITE 
OF CHRISTIA UNITY IS S O . wt- -1\.t.. 

4-4,.. O 

OUR SALVATION IS: 

I. PREDESTINED BY GOD 
--Eph 1 :4-5 
--NOTE: That one word, "predestination, 11 has become 

one of the most controversial , one of the most d ivisive of 
all the words Paul ever used! I am sure that if Paul 
had only known the problems that one word would create, 
he would have used another word. In fact , there are 
times when he does use another word to describe the 
same thing and I like his other word better. It is 
"election. " 

There have been whole denominations across christian 
history which have split and divided over the doctrine of 
election or predestination. That is because some 
theologians have tried to make predestination in the 
Bible mean that God has chosen certa in people for 
salvation as if somehow he likes certain people more 
than he likes others. And that in the process of elect
ing, God condemned all the others to eternal perdition
the double-edged doctrine of predestination. I am 
persuaded and convinced that no such thing is taught in 
the Bible even though the doctrine of predestination or 
election is very much there. 
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--ILLUS: Wayne Dehaney tells of his old Cumberland 
Presbyterian grandfather who was called on the carpet 
before the church concerning his beUef about predesti
nation. That group like the old Hardshell Baptist be
lieved that "what is to be will be." The interrogat oi( _ 
asked Grandfather "Now do you really bel ieve 
what is to be be? He took a deep breath and said , 
"Why, folks, I believe what is to be has already been! " 
which was about twice as much as most of them wanted 
to believe. That was a case of a little too much of a 
good thing but at least they did not throw him out of 
the church (Dehoney, pp. 1-2). 

--APPLY: so many the meaning of pre
destination or election. This doctrine simply means that 
God chose me before I chose him. God t kt e ini i 

n said, "I w nt ou to be my child." And 
· I "I accept 

our invitation. 11 

This is exactly the reverse of all other world religions. 
As you study Hinduism, Buddhism or Islam you will 
discover that all of them teach that the initiative begins 
with man--that man first "elects " to go with God. But 
in the Bible the opposite is true--"We love him because 
he FIRST loved us," ''God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son that whosoever (in response) 
believeth in him ... " 

The profoundest meaning of predestination is that God 
wants us and that God loves us. 

--NOTE: Verses 4, 5 tell us the (1) Purpose; and the 
(2) Procedure of predestination 
1. The Purpose of Predestination 
--vs. 4 
--NOTE: God wants· us for the purpose of recreating us 

into what we ought to be. And he recreates us through 
making us "holy" and "without blame. 11 

- The word holy always has in it the idea of 
difference and of separation. A thing which is 
is different from ordinary things. A is holy 

-3-



becaus e it i s different from other build ings; a 
priest is holy because he is d ifferent from ord inary 

men; God is supremely holy because God i s d iffe rent 
from men; the Sabbath day is because it i s 
diffe rent from other days. So, then, God chose the 
Christian that he should be different from other men. 

is the challenge that the modern 
has been very slow to face . In the early 

Church the Christian never had any doubt that he 
must be different from the world; he, in fact, knew 
that he must be so different that probability was 
that the world would k ill him, and the certainty was 
t hat the would hate him .;:.But the tendency in 
the modern Church has been to play down the differencE 
between the Church and the world. We have, in effect 
so often said to people: long as you go on living 
a decent, respectable life, you don't need to be so 
very d ifferent from other people. 11 

But be identifiable in the world. 
It should be possible to identify the Christian in the 

school, the shop, the factory, the office , the hospital 
everywhere . the difference is this--that the 
Christian lives and works and behaves, not as any 
human so to do, but as the law 
of Christ compels him to do (Barclay , pp. 89-90). 

When we fail to allow this purpose of predesti
nat ion to be realized , it i s then we our 
Chri stian unity . '' 

2 . The Procedure of Predestination 
--vs. 5 / 
- -NOTE : How does us--what procedure 

doe s he follow ? The answer is in the word "adoption." 
- - ILLUS: A Christian social worker in a Childrens home 

s ays, 11 I lea rned very early that prospective adoptive 
parents almost always want the youngest and sweetest 
little baby t hey can find. Time and again I watched 
as couples would come to the homes and pick up 
their little baby, and I began to watch the older 
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children sometimes 3, 4, 5 and even right up to school 
age. I remember so keenly one little boy about 5 who 
watched time and again as families would come -
when I caught the expression one day on his face, it 
dawned on me how much he realized and understood 
what was happe ning and that he could see there was 
something very special about these little 
made people want them and I realized that he began 
to feel somehow something must be wrong with him
nobody wanted him. I set my heart and soul to work on 
that - I said, s •omewhere somehow there must be a 
home that needs and wants th.is boy! 11 I began to talk 
to different about him - I remember the couple 
that expressed deep interest and then in prayer and 
planning before they had ever seen the boy, they were 
already in their hearts creating an expectancy and a 
hope - I wasn't even at the home the first time they 
went there and met the one that I think God had already 
been their hearts to receive. But I was there 
a couple of hours later, before the boy left. When I 

the home, the boy came running to me and said, 
'They picked me! They they didn't want a lit t le baby 

like everybody else, they wanted a big boy just 
me! 11 And how my heart thrilled when I _saw the little 

· fellow realize I guess for the first time in his life that 
he was really wanted and treasured. (Dehoney, p. 5). 

The fact that is so thrilling about our salvation is 
I I' 

that it is predestined by a God who loves us and 
chose us! 

II. PURCHASED BY CHRIST 
--Ephesians l:7a is through the Son, at the 

of his own blood, that we are redeemed 11 

--I Peter 1:19 a, 20a 11 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were 
not redeemed with corruptable things, as silver and gold 
but with the precious blood of Christ. 11 



-- 11 Redemption 11 - This is the word used for ransoming a man 
who is a prisoner of war or a slave; for freeing a man 
from the pena lty of death. In every case the conception is 
the delivering a man from a situation from which he was 
powerless to liberate himself or from a penalty which he 
himself could never have paid. 

So, then,Paul says that God delivered us from a s i tuation 
from which we could never have delivered ourselves. 

j-ust that -Uberation which Jesus Chri-st -brought. -
It is still men from 

attract and disg us t t h em at ene
and the s ame put it at its simplest, Jesus can 

make men good (Barclay, pp. 81-8 2) . 
he does this through salvation purchased by his blood. 

-NOTE: If one would know what it cost God to forgive sin, 
he must look at the cross and see what sin did to the One 
that God loved. It is not easy to forgive; it is not eary 

to forgive one who has hurt you personally; is even 
harder to forgive one who has hurt someone that you love. 
The cross of Christ stands as the most graphic representa
tion of what it cost God to deliver man from h i s sin. The 
expression "through his blood" is the direct reference to 
the cross. · His was not an ordinary death. It was death 
as a sacrifice. In the New Testament the blood of Christ 
i s the of removing from man that sin and guilt 
which constituted a barrier between him and God, with the 
result that fellowship with God is made possible for man 
Summers, p. 16,17 . . 

US: ' L--ittl-e boy who 
it pawn shop. ''Little-

made you and I purcha s ed you.' 
--APPLY: live like redeemed people there is 

unity and love ... But how do we rece ive this salvation ... 

III. PROVIDED THROUGH GRACE 
--Eph. l:7b 
--EXEGESIS: This forgiveness of our trespasses is II according 
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to to the riches of his grace." The term translated 
"according to" is a term which relates to the ide of 
old algebraic forumla of proportions: (x is toy as 1 is t o 
2). Paul's meani ng is that we have the forgiveness of 
trespasses in proportion to the riches of God's grace. 

Our forgiveness is not in proportion to our merit. It 
is not in proportion to a price which we might pay or a 
work which we might do. It is in direct proportion to the · 
riches or the abundance of the grace of God as 
a former Pharisee who had tried so very hard to live up 
to the requirements of the law only to experience 
frustration, had the highest possible appre c iation for 
God's grace, God's o ,to man in. the 
work of Christ. 

This word "grace" has a large place in all of Paul's 
It is the very nerve center of his teaching 

concerning the redemption of sinful man. In its general 
usage it sometimes meant "beauty" in contrast to ''ugliness:' 
"order" in contrast to "disorder," gift" in contrast 
to ''merit." Everywhere in Paul's writing it involves the 
idea of the free gift of God, the undeserved merit which 
God grants to man. It speaks of the very nature of God, 
who delights to give to the object of his that which 
is needed here salvation is in proportion to the l 
wealth or the riches of the unmerited favor of God 
mers, pp. 17-18). 

--ILL US: Kim Joon-gon has seen 2,000 out of 20,000 people 
on Chunnam Island murdered by the Communists. The 
Communists dragged his family to a spot where 160 
people from two villages had gathered to beat the Chris
tians. There Kim's and wife were beaten to death 
and Kim was left for dead. When he revived and sought 
safety at an acquaintance's house, he was turned over 
the Communists. Only the sudden appearance of an 
American ship off the island coast saved him this time , 
for the Communist soldiers hurried away to battle. 
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He hid out in the countryside until the Korean 
army captured the i sland. The Communists who had 
killed his wife and father were arrested. Because it was 
wartime, the police chief had authority to execute with
out tria l. But as the chief prepared to kill the men, Kim 
pleaded, "Spare them. They were forced to kill." 

The police chief showed great surprise. "It was 
your family t hey ki lled! Why do you now ask for t he ir 

Kim replied quietly, "Because the 
whom I serve, extended hi s grace to me. 

The Communists· were spared execution because of 
Kim's plea. News of his action spread among other Com
munist supporters in the area. When Kim later ascended 
a mountain to preach to Communists hiding out, he was 
not k illed. Many of the Communists became Christians 
and when Kim finally left the island, a flourishing church 
of 108 members was actively witnessing for Chri s t 
(Heffley, p. 188). 

--APPLY: Those who had killed Kim's family did not 
deserve deliverance , but death. But because Kim 
remembered that his s a lvation had been provid ed by the 
grace, unmerited favor of God, he was willing to extend 
tha t same unmerited favor to his e nemies. 

you imagine a world with any greater unity than a 
world where we extend such grace to each other ? The 
Prerequisite for Christian Unity is our salvation which is 
provided through God's grace. 

PRESERVED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT 
- - ph. 1:13b-14a (L.B.) "We were marked as belonging to 

hrist by the Holy Spirit, who long ago had been pro
mised to all us Christians. Hi s presence within us i s 
God's 9 uarantee that he ,really wi ll give us that all he 
promised; and the Spirits seal upon us means that God 
has already purchased us and that he guarantees to bring 
us to himself. 11 

--NOTE: Two key words stress the fact that our salvation 
i s preserved by the Holy Spirit. They are "sealed" and 

-8-



and "earnest." 
--"Sealed 11 (vs. 13)-- The word translated "seal" was the 

word for putting upon an object an identifying and pos
mark. It was for the purpose of confirming, 

securing, authenticating, or marking for particular pos
session this instance it is God's possessive and 
securing seal placed upon the believer. When one has 
heard and has believed, the Holy Spirit puts God's seal, 
God's brand ing iron, upon the individual to 
one belongs to me for time and for eternity." (Summers, 
p. 2 4) • 

--"Earnest" (Vs. 14)--This was a commercial term used for 
money paid down in pledge that the full contract would 
be carried out in due time. The Holy Spirit is for the 
believer God's guarantee that his full contract to give 
the believer an eternal inheritance will be carried out in 
due time. The believer's present possession of the 
Holy Spirit is but a partial payment of all that redemption 
ultimately will mean for him. All that God does for us 
in the Holy Spirit is but a foretaste of all that pur
poses to do in due time. This partial payment is a guaran l
tee from God that the full possession of the inheritance 
will one day be realized by the believer. forward 
look implies a past experience, predestined by God ; it 
implies a present condition purchased by Christ and pro
vided through grace: it implies a future state preserved 
by the Holy Spirit (Summers, p. 2 5). 

But the question I must ask you is this. "Have you 
had the past experience--are you living in that present con
dition--have you reason to hope for future state ? Your 
answer can be "yes, 11 for God has chosen you "before the 
foundation of the world." He has predestined you to be 
adopted into hi s family. But you must be w'lling to be 
adopted. Would you become a child of God? Then say 
"yes" to Him who has already said "yes" to you. Only 
through this salvation will you ever meet the prerequisite 
for unity with God and with man. 
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