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didn't know Jimmy, but you've 
probably known some child just like 
him. He was a bundle of energy, 

always on the move, always into 
mischief, always getting into something. 
He was especially bad during the first few 
weeks of summer. Toward the end of one 
of those hot summer days when he had 
driven his mother berserk, she finally lost 
it. She grabbed him and pulled him right 

worry about the future. And yet, 
occasionally, this question about heaven 
does break into our consciousness -
when standing at the grave side of a 
friend or in the face of unexplained 
tragedy. 

For example, several months ago I 
had a visit by a young woman who was 
deeply troubled about her spiritual 
condition. Concern for the future had 

up to her face and 
how 

in the world do you 
ever expect to get 
into heaven?" 

--- -- -------- --
pushed its way to 

of 
consciousness. 
Why? Her concern 
was a response to 
a comment she It was a rhetorical 

question, for the 

The entire New Testament is built 
around the word grace, the grace of God 
which was expressed on the cross and 
which has been extended to us as a gift. 

purpose of making a 
point, but Jimmy took the question 
seriously. Without a moment's hesitation, 
Jimmy burst out with this answer: "I'll walk 
up to the Golden Gate and I'll go in 
and out and in and out and keep 
slamming the door until St. Peter says, 
'For heaven's sake, Jimmy, either come in 
or stay out!' And then I'll go in!" 

This story raises an important issue: 
How does a person get into heaven? 
Now, I realize the question about getting 
into heaven is not the most pressing 
question for many people. Ordinarily, we 
are so caught up with the demands of the 
here and now that we don't have time to 

had heard on the 
radio. She had 

been convinced by a radio preacher that 
only God's elect could be saved, that only 
a chosen few would eventually get into 
heaven. So she wanted to know if she 
was a part of the chosen. 

any tha young lady are 
confused about their relationsnip to Go 
and whether or not they can even be in a 
relationship with God. They are 
concerned about the possibility of a 
relationship with God now, and wonder 
about the shape of their uture So, for 
a few moments, I want us to consider the 
question: "How does a person get into 
heaven?" 
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The Biblical Teaching on Grace 

place to in an 
swe to that question is the biblical 

on GRACE. The entire New 
Testament is built around the word grace, 
the grace of God which was expressed on 
the cross and which has been extended 
to us as a gift. God's grace is what makes 
a elatioos ip with God possible. 

One of the clearest expressions of this 
truth is found in Ephesians 2. The Bible 
says, "For rac you have been saved 
through fait ; and that not -it is the ift of God; not as a -

orks, that anyone should boast" 
: - ). 

relationship with God is rooted in 
grace in the New to 
emphasize its 
availability. God's grace is free. There is 
nothing we need to do nor can do to earn 
grace. Paul said, in the verse just quoted, 
"not as a result of works, that anyone 
should boast" (Eph. 2:9). 

And God's grace is universally 
available. is n one who canoot 
receive grace. John opened his 
gospel with the declaration: "But as many 
as received Him, to them He gave the 
right to become children of God" (John 
1:12). 

Jesus told Nicodemus: "For God so 
loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish, but have eternal 
life" Qcihn 3: 

Paul wrote to the Romans: "For there 
is no distinction between Jew and Greek; 
for the same Lord is Lord of all, 
abounding in riches for all who call upon 
Him; for whoever will call upon the name 
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of the Lord will be save 

the conclusion we reach as we consider 
the biblical teaching on grace. 

The Biblical Teaching on 
Responsibility 

Does this mean we should go to the 
other extreme and conclude that 
relationship with every 
person it will become a reali in the Ii f 

e erson? 
Help is found in the biblical teaching 

on RESPONSIBILl1Y. 
One of the most intriguing verses in 

the Bible is found in the first chapter. 
Describing the creation of man, the Bible 
says, God created man in His o n 
imag en. 1 :2 . 

Books e been written about what it 
means to be created in the image of God. 
At least part of what is involved is 

o respond to God, our 
God not only gave us this capacity 

to respond. He has honored it throughout 
all the centuries. 

We see it in God's relationship with 
Adam and Eve. Whether or not they 
remained in the Garden of Eden and 
enjoyed its benefits was determined by 
how they responded. 

We see it in God's relationship with 
Noah. Whether or not Noah was 
protected in the safety of the ark was 
determined by how he responded. 
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We see it in God's relationship with 
Abraham. Whether or not Abraham 
became the Father of the nation of Israel 
was determined by how he responded. 

We see the same principle at work all 
the way through the f\Jo 
one was automatically 
the kingdom; 

relationshi 

This same principle is reflected in the 

8 

After Peter's Pentecost sermon, the 
people cried, "What must we do to be 
saved?'' Peter did not say, 

everyone is included." No, Peter 
res anded, and be baptized" 

cts 2:38 It was a matter of choice. 
en the Philippian jailer cried out to 

I • ,: 

did not say, "Don't worry about it. 
will eventually be saved." No, 

Paul responded, "Believe in the Lord 

Jesu and you shall be save " 
:31 ). twas a matter of choice. 

niversalism which suggests that 
everyone will get into heaven is to be 
rejected because it ignores the factor of 

Let me summarize what we have said 
thus far. 

anyone get heaven? An 
understanding of the biblical teaching on 

provides an affirmative answer. 
anyone can get into heaven. 

everyone get into heaven? An 
understanding of the biblical teaching on 

suggests a negative 
answer. o, everyone will not get into 
heaven. 
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Biblical Teaching on Election 

How do these two ideas - univer 
availability and e responsibility -
come together? I he answer: is in 
the idea of election which is expressed in 
our text, in Ephesians :21--6. 

What does this mean? And how does 
it relate to what I have already said? The 
key to unlock this text is found in three 
phrases: in 4, "in in verse 5, 
"through Jesus Christ"; and in verse 6, 
"in the One he loves." 

God made a decision about who 
would be in heaven and who would not 
be in heaven. was to 
hoose eve one who is in Ch · 

everyone who believes in Christ, 
everyone who yields his life to Christ. 
esus Christ then becomes the basis or 

election does not grace n 
responsibility. This is .--t 

in the same passage Paul can say 
[God] chose us ... before of 
the and speak of . 
as / 

God decided to choose everyone w o 
is in Christ. T · t 
when nothing else 

w di ot 
h. This was God's first and 

only plan. e made the to 
those who are in Cbris 

the creation of the world." 
person can get into heaven, but 

remember: it is n automatic. You must 
use your respo to respond to 
God's grace with the '1iecision offaith. The 
really good news is hat you can do that 

today! 



BIBLE STUDY I 
I-low Does A Person 

Get Into Heaven? 
Ephesians 1:4--6 (NASB) 

Just as He chose in Him before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be holy and blameless before 
Him. In love He predestined us to adoption as sons 
through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind 
intention of will, to the praise of the glory of His 

which He freely bestowed on us in 

I. THE BIBLICAL TEACHING ON GRACE 
I. The entire New Testament is built around the 

word "GRACE." 
-- Ephesians 2:8-9 "For by grace you have been 
saved ... " 

2. Our relationship with God is rooted in grace. 
-- Ephesians 2:9 "Not of works ... " 

3. God's grace is universally available. 
-- John I: 12 "But as many as received Him ... " 
--John 3: 16, Romans I 0: 12-13 

THE BIBLICAL TEACHING ON 
RESPONSIBILITY 

Genesis I :26 "And God created man in His own 
image." 
I. "Responsibility" involves our to respond to 

God. This is our "response-ability." 
2. God honors our ability to respond to Him. 

• Adam & Eve 
• Noah 
• Abraham 

3. No one is automatically insured a place in the 
Kingdom. 

4. Our relationship with God is determined by our 
response to Him. 

Acts 2:38, 16:31 

III. THE BIBLICAL TEACHING ON ELECTION 
Ephesians I :4-6 

I. Universal availability and personal responsibility 
come together in "election." 

2. Key phrases: vs 4, "in Him"; vs 5, "through Jesus 
Christ"; vs 6, "in the Beloved." 

3. God made the decision about who would be in 
heaven on the basis of who is in Christ. 

4. Jesus is the basis for election. 
5. Therefore, the doctrine ofelection does not limit 

God's grace nor remove human responsibility. 
6. This is why Paul can say (vs 4) "He chose us 

... before the foundation of the world" and still speak 
of God's grace as being (vs 5-6) "freely given." 



I 
How Does A Person 
Get Into Heaven? 

Ephesians 1:4--6 (NASB) 
Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of 

the world, that we should be holy and blameless before 
Him. In love He predestined us to adoption as sons 
through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind 
intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His 
grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

I. THE BIBLICAL TEACHING ON GRACE 
I. The entire New Testament is built around the 

word "GRACE." 
-- Ephesians 2:8-9 "For by grace you have been 
saved ... " 

2. Our relationship with God is rooted in grace. 
-- Ephesians 2:9 "Not of works ... " 

3. God's grace is universally available. 
John I: 12 "But as many as received Him ... " 

--John 3: 16, Romans 10: 12-13 

II. THE BIBLICAL TEACHING ON 
RESPONSIBILITY 
-- Genesis l :26 "And God created man in His own 
image." 
l. "Responsibility" involves our ability to respond to 

God. This is our "response-ability." 
2. God honors our ability to respond to Him. 

• Adam & Eve 
• Noah 
• Abraham 

3. No one is automatically insured a place in the 
Kingdom. 

4. Our relationship with God is determined by our 
response to Him. 
-- Acts 2:38, 16:31 

III. THE BIBLICAL TEACHING ON ELECTION 
-- Ephesians I :4-6 
I. Universal availability and personal responsibility 

come together in "election." 
2. Key phrases: vs 4, "in Him"; vs 5, "through Jesus 

Christ"; vs 6, "in the Beloved." 
3. God made the decision about who would be in 

heaven on the basis of who is in Christ. 
4. Jesus is the basis for election. 
5. Therefore, the doctrine of election does not lim it 

God's grace nor remove human responsibility. 
6. This is why Paul can say (vs 4) "He chose us 

... before the foundation of the world" and sti ll speak 
of God's grace as being (vs 5-6) "freely given." 

our 
Prayer 

Vigil 
Saturday, October 2 3 

8:00 AM 8:00 PM 
in the Chapel 

Please bring your Bible. 
Prayer Guides will be available. 

Everyone is welcome to come and pray! 
If you want to come pray with others for our 
church and its building campaign and have 
not signed up, come anyway! If you cannot 

come during the hour assigned to your 
department, come whenever you can. 

Great Day TEXAS 
Sunday, October 31 

High Attendance Day 
in Sunday School 

Attendance Goal: 850 

Q¼a 

10:00 -

OUTREACH NIGHT 
October 2. s 

6:oo pm - Supper 

6:30 pm -

- visits 76904 zip area 

- visits zip areas 



October 18 
Mrs. Cliff Baucom Tina Tatum 
Amy Chandler Carl Young 
Jim Cummings 

October 19 
Sara Epley Kim Speaker 
Mary Kampling Ray Wills 
Leon Mcferrin 

October 20 
Carlene Buttery Mavis Hughes 
Dawson Coleman Harry Reese 
Raymond Covington J. 0. Strother 
Jimmie Gray Buford Turner 
Deborah Griffin 

October 21 
Adriana Cadena Robyn Rose 
Ruby Falk Vicky Trusdle 
Martha Gibbs Kristy Wells 
Jean Mcferrin 

October 22 
Jamie Davidson Jonell Richardson 

Ralph Harrison Charles Ross 
Aileen Joy Martha Snider 
Lisa Moeller 

October 23 
Ouida Brown Keith Little 
G. P. Gordon Donna Moorehead 
Maxie Hancock Louina Smith 

PRAYER 

Ramon Aleman, Oklahoma 
Randy Bradley, Western South America 
Pamela Creech (Mrs. A. Glenn), Western Pacific 
Roberta Farris (Mrs. Edward), Eastern South America 
Nelson Hayashida, Southern Africa 
Elaine Lambach (Mrs. Paul), Eastern South America 
Harold Nowell, Alabama 
David Nguyen, Canada 
Landra Sarles (Mrs. Robert), Eastern South America 
Lorraine Smith (Mrs. Joshua), Florida 
Matthew Spann, Central and Eastern Europe 
Rosemary Underwood (Mrs. James K.), New Mexico 
Paul Wilkerson, California 
RETIRED: 
B. Wayne Bell (Mrs. Lester), Brazil and the Caribbean 
Lois Calhoun (Mrs. John), Southern Asia and the Pacific 
Mary Campbell, North Carolina 
Dave Fields, East Asia 
Henry Turlington, Southern Asia and the Pacific 

SCCI HOSPITAL 
304 Dick Henson 
306 Charleen Sudduth 

Prayer Requests 
AGAPE Youth 
Matthew Aldridge 
Ada Maye Averitt 
Francis Bachman 
Beatrice Brooks 
Roger Brooks 
David & Jerry (Burrell) Browder 
Coy & Linda Byrd 
Wanda Caperton 
Nancy Carley 
Holly Carlson 
Central High School 
Raul Chota (Jeberos Project - Peru) 
Raymond Covington 
Rudy Cuellar (nephew of Danny Montez) 
Christine Davis (sister of Louis & Mode lie Thurman) 
James Doss (brother of Rowena Goss) 
Chris duBois 
Kay Farris 
Dr. Harold Finch Venezuela (prayer line) 
Bill George (prayer line) 
Ace & Imogene Grigson 
Taylor Hen!ey 
Imogene Henry 
Sandy Henry (prayer line) 
Marie Henson 
Rick Howard & family (son of Fred & Sarah Howard) 
Larry & Joy Johnson 
Melvin Johnston 
Karl Langford 
G. A. "Ham" Laughlin (father of Ronnie Laughlin) 
Dale & Kimberly Ledbetter 
J. D. & Melba Lock 
Ron & Dale Miller (brother of Debbie Martinez) 
Pat O'Brien 
Janice Palmeri (sister of Peggy Jordan) 
Amanda Pfluger 
Mary Nelle Reasoner 
Lois Smith 
J. 0. Strother 
David Thompson family 
Bob Thornton 
Linda Uhr 
Donna Van Hoove 
Bernice Waller and family (prayer line) 
Clarence Waller (prayer line) 
Ann Waters 
Ernestine Weaver 
Faye Westlake (mother of Ted Westlake) 
Helen Wyatt 




