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THE CHURCH ... HIS BODY 

SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 1:22-23 

INTRO: I BELIEVE IN THE CHURCH. IT IS THE 
ONLY BODY CHRIST LEFT ON EARTH TO DO GOD'S 
WORK. THERE ARE A LOT OF GOOD CAUSES, A LOT 
OF GOOD MOVEMENTS, A LOT OF GOOD ORGANIZATIONS 
THAT WE OUGHT TO BE A PART OF, INVOLVED IN, 
AND SUPPORTIVE OF. BUT THE CUTTING EDGE OF THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD IS FOUND IN THE LOCAL CHURCH. 
THE MINISTRIES IN OUR CHURCH BUDGET REFLECT THE 
WAY WE HAVE CHOSEN TO DO CHRIST'S WORK. 

OVER FIFTEEN TIMES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT WE 
ARE TOLD THAT THE CHURCH IS THE BODY OF CHRIST. 
WHAT THAT MEANS IS THAT AS MEMBERS OF THE 
CHURCH WE ARE CHRIST'S HANDS, HIS FEET, HIS 
EYES, HIS VOICE. WE ARE THE MEDIUM THROUGH 
WHICH HE DOES HIS WORK IN THE WORLD TODAY. 

THE BIBLE SAYS THAT CHRIST IS THE HEAD 
AND THAT THE CHURCH IS HIS BODY. 

AS THE CHURCH, WE BEAR THE SAME RELATIO SHIP 
TO CHRIST AS THE BODY DOES TO THE HEAD. THE 

IS THE CONTROL CENTER OF LI FE . HE 
HEAD IS WHERE THE THOUGHT PROCESSES TAKE 
PLACE . THAT IS WHERE OUR WILL IS LOCATED. 
THAT IS WHERE WE DETERMINE WHAT WE ARE G 
TO DO . 

OUR MIND AND WILL DETERMINE 
IS WHAT OUR !illllY CARRIES OUT. IN THE SAME WAY 
CHRIST IS THE HEAD AND WE ARE THE BODY. AS 
THE BODY OF CHRIST, WE ARE TO RESPOND TO HIS 
THOUGHTS: WILL, AND HIS 

. 

WE KNOW, HOWEVER, THAT THE MIND CAN BE 
HEALTHY AND, AT THE SAME TIME, THE BODY CAN 
BE WASTING AWAY, PARALYZED BY AN ACCIDENT, 
OR CRIPPLED BY A DISEASE. 
--ILLUS: GENERAL GEORGES. PATTON WAS A 
STRONG MILITARY LEADER WHO LED THE THIRD 
ARMY THROUGH EUROPE DURING WORLD WAR II. THE 
DAY BEFORE HE WAS TO RETURN HOME HE WAS INVOLVED 
IN AN AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT. THE ACCIDENT LEFT 
HIM PARALYZED FROM THE WAIST DOWN. HE COULD 
STILL THINK, HEAR, AND TALK, BUT HE COULD NOT 
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MOVE HIS LOWER BODY. 
--APPLY: WE, AS THE BODY OF CHRIST, CAN BECOME 
PARALYZED BY ACCIDENT OR CRIPPLED BY DISEASE. 

THERE IS THE DISEASE OF COVETOUSNESS OF 
WHICH CHRIST WARNS US. J 2; 15 "TAKE HEED, 
AND BEWARE OF COVETOUSNESS: FOR A MAN'S LIFE 
CONSISTETH NOT IN THE ABUNDANCE OF THE THINGS 
WHICH HE POSSESSETH." 

THERE IS THE DISEASE OF PBJDE WHICH CAN 
CRIPPLE THE CHURCH, THE BODY OF CHRIST. 

3; 10 BY PRIDE COMETH CONTENTION . " 
XHERE IS THE DISEASE OF LOVELESSNESS WHICH 

HAD PARALYZED THE BODY OF CHRIST AT 
2:4 "I HAVE SOMEWHAT AGAINST TH , BECAUSE 

THOU HAST LEFT THY FIRST LOVE." WHEN WE LEAVE 
OUR "FIRST LOVE," WHEN CHRIST IS NO LONGER NUMBER 
ONE IN OUR LIVES, OUR PRIORITIES GET OUT OF 
ORDER AND WE FAIL TO ACKNOWLEDGE CHRIST'S RIGHT
FUL CLAIM ON US OR OUR POSSESSIONS! . .. 

ANOTHER WAY THE PHYSICAL BODY CAN BECOME WEAK 
AND ANEMIC IS THROUGH INACTIVITY, WE CAN BE 
PARALYZED BY FEAR, UNINVOLVEMEN. 
REFUSAL TO WITNESS AS 
CHRISTIANS WE HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITYN'O KEEP 
THE OF CHRIST HEALTHY STRONG. 

SO AS I UNDERSTAND THE CHURCH, THIS IS WHAT 
IT IS. THE CHURCH IS A MIND THROUGH WHICH 
CHRIST THINKS. THE CHURCH IS A HEART THROUGH 
WHICH HE LOVES. THE CHURCH IS A HAND THROUGH 
WHICH HE HELPS. THE CHURCH IS A THROUGH 
WHICH HE SPEAKS. 

THAT IS WHO WE ARE; THAT IS WHAT WE ARE. 
LET US SEE OURSELVES AS THE BODY OF CHRIST. THE 
CHURCH IS: 

I . THE THROUGH WHICH CHRIST THINKS 
--Phil. 2:5-8 "Let this mind be in you, which 

was also in Christ Jesus: 
being in the form of God, thought it 

not robbery to be equal with God: 
-2-



11 -·, · · 

7But made himself of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a servant, and 
was made in the likeness of men: 

being found in fashion as a 
humbled himself, and became unto 
death, even the death of the cross." 

We are expected to think first 
about God's will for our lives. 

We are to have the "mind of Christ." 

think and act differ-
ently from the rest of the world. 

How does the world think? It thinks, 
for himself." But we Christians 

that the one who would be greatest 
us would become servant of all. 

The world thinks, "Get all you can." 
The Christian thinks, "It is inore blessed to 
give than to receive" (Act 20:35). The 
world thinks, "You only go around once, so 
grab all you can." But the Christian thinks, 
"Seek ye the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness; and all these things be 
added unto you" (Matthew 6:33). 

Unless we allow the mind of Christ to be 
in us, we shall function as His body, ... 
we shall never win them all ... GIVE 

But what is this "Mind of Christ" and 
How Does It Think? 

It thinks in terms of: 

1. 
--Phil. 2:8 [above] 
--EXEGESIS: If humility, obedience, and self-

renunciation were in the mind of Christ, then 
they must also be the hall-marks of the Christ
ian. Ghristian greatness and Christian fellow
ship alike depend on the renunciation of self, 
and are destroyed by the exaltation of self. 

self-seeking and elf-display 
stroy 1 i keness t Christ, our f el l owship 
with each other, and abili ty to win the 
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Without obedience we will never do God ' s 
will in relation to the lost or in relation 
to our possessions. 

--NOTE: His will in relation to the Lost . 
3:9b "The Lord is not willI'Ii'gthat 

any should perish but that all should come to 
repentance." 

God has done what He can do to see that 
none perish. He loved, He sent His Son, He 
died in Christ, He was resurrected, He gave 
us the gospel. But the rest depends on us. 

--NOTE: His will in relation to our possessions. 
--Malachi 3:10 "Bring ye all the tithes into 

the storehouse, that there may be meat in 
mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith 
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you 
the windows of heaven, and pour you out a 
blessing, that there shall not be room enough 
to receive it." 

(1) The Proportion ("All the Tithe") 
--NOTE: This is plain and simple so that 

even a child can understand. 
--ILLUS: Charlotte as an 8 year old tithing 

away $10 . 00 . 
--The Six Surprises of Tithing 

1. At the amount of money he has for 
the Lord's work 

2. At the deepening of his spiritual 
life in paying the tithe, 

3. At the ease in meeting his own 
obligation with the nine-tenths, 

4. At the ease in going from one
tenth to a larger percentage 

5. At the preparation this gives to be 
a faithful and wise steward over 
the nine-tenths remaining, 

6. At himself for not adopting the 
plan sooner! (Tan #1845) 

(2) The Place ("Into the Storehouse") 
--NOTE : Stephen Olford states, "Needless 

to say, the New Testament counterpart of 
this is . . . the local church . " 

--This was racticed in the 1 New Testa-
ment Church: 

--Acts 4:34b, 35, 37 5: ' hey brought 
the prices of the things that we sold 
and laid them down at the apostles' feet: 
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and distribution was every man 
according as he had land, 
sold it, and brought the ney, and laid 
it at the a ostles' fee nd kept back 
part of the price, his e also being 
privy to it, and brought a certain part, 
and laid it at the apostles' feet." 

--NOTE: "At the Apostles Feet" in Acts and 
"The Storehouse" in Malachi describe the 
same place. 

Why the church? Because it alone is 
"the Body of Christ" through which His 
work is to be done. 

(3) The Purpose ("Meat in Mine House") 
--NOTE: "That the needs of God's work 

shall be met." 
We do God an injustice when we adopt 

the attitude that God is concerned about 
money. God is concerned about money like 
Shannon Medical Center is concerned about 
buildings--it is a means to an end. 

The tithes and offerings were the only 
means by which the priests lived. In a 
similar way, God has ordained that the 
church should live and carry out its mis
sion by means of the tithes and offerings 
of His people--the "Body of Christ." 

GIVING needs no more apology than does 
praying. In the Bible there are 1,539 
passages which refer to giving, while 
there are only 523 which refer to praying! 

(4) The Promise ("A blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to receive.") 

- -ILLUS: E. Stanley Jones said, "There is 
no abundant living without abundant giv
ing." 

--II Cor. 9:6 "He which soweth sparingly 
shall reap also sparingly; and he which 
soweth bountifully shall reap also bounti
fully." 

--NOTE: Paul insists that no man was ever 
the loser because he was generous. The 
Bible is an extremely practical book and 
one of its great features is that it is 
never afraid of the reward motive. It 
never says that goodness is all to no pur
pose, that life is exactly the same for 
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the man who obeys God and the man who does 
not. 

--NOTE: Stephen Olford says, "I am convinced 
that one of the reasons why the devil has 
caused the subject of giving to stir up such 
resistance and resentment among God's people 
is that he knows there are few ways of spiri
tual enrichment like the exercise of faithful 
stewardship." 

--ILLUS: A farmer was known for his generous 
giving. His friends could not understand how 
he could give so much away and yet remain so 
prosperous. One day a friend said, "We can
not understand. You give away far more than 
the rest of us and yet you always seem to 
have more to give." "Oh, that is easy to 
explain. I keep shoveling into God's bin 
and God keeps shoveling into mine--but God 
has the BIGGER shovel!" 

Obligations 
--Matt. 23:23 "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise 
and cummin, and have omitted the weightier mat
ters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: 
these OUGHT YE TO HAVE DONE, and not to leave 
the other undone." 

--NOTE: Christ is saying, "Tithing is a moral 
obligation. It is simply paying God for the 
space you are taking up and the air you are 
breathing in His world. 

--ILLUS: Karl Kizer-Calvary Baptist Church, 
e kenridge, TX. 

NOTE: Each generation in a church has the obli
n to support that church and its ministries. 

We have no trust funds to carry on the minis
tries of the church or to guarantee its future. 
Sacrifice 

--I Peter 4:1 "Forasmuch then as Christ hath 
SUFFERED for us in the flesh, arm 
likewise with this SAME MIND." '-'#' 

--I I Corinthians 8: 1 ''Moreover, brethren, we do 
you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the 
churches of Macedonia; 2How that in a great 
trial of affliction the abundance of their joy 
and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches 
of their liberality. to their power, I 
bear record, yea, and beyond their power they 
were willing of themselves;" 
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is more a matter of the heart 
of circumstances. Everything about 

the circumstances in the Macedonian churches 
would have suggested that, because of their 
own needs, this was not a good time for 
them to worry about the needs of others. 
They were experiencing both deep poverty 
and "a great trial of affliction" (v. 2), 
and yet they participated liberally and 

in the offering. 
Poverty does not automatically create 

nnselfishness nor does persecution auto
matically produce giving. Those who insist 
they were much happier when they had less 
need to remember that it isn't what we 
have or don't have that promotes happiness 
or generosity. The difference, according 
to Paul, is the "grace of God" (v. 1) which 
creates an open and generous heart. Any
one within the church community who feels 
that the raising of money is nothing more 
than finding a way to pay the bills will 
profit by carefully reading Paul's words, 
"As you abound in everything--in faith, in 
speech, in knowledge, in all diligence, and 
in your love for us--see that you abound ' in 
this grace also" (v. 7). These words stress 
the truth that learning to sacrifice, to be 
generous with material things is a matter of 

. growth and 
--BRIDGE: The "Mind of Christ" thinks in terms 

of Obedience, Obligation and Sacrifice. 
"Let this mind be in you, which was 

in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 2:5). 
also 

. 

II. HEART THROUGH WHICH CHRIST LOVES 
-- A remarkable thing about Jesus is that 
He loved the little children; He loved sin
ners; He loved rigid Pharisees; He loved rich 
young rulers; He loved the blind and lame. 
He did not care about their upbringing or their 
down-falling. None of that mattered. He just 
loved everybody. If we are to be His body, 
then we must be a heart through which He loves. 

It is not enough for us just to love God. 
It is not enough for us to love one another. . 
We have love the whole world 
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The great American heresy today is that "when 
it has been said, it has been done." We tend 
to substitute words for deeds. > But the scrip
ture says, "My little children, let us not 
love in word ... but in deed and in truth" 
(I John 3:18). If we are a heart through 
which Christ loves, then we have to be active 
in demonstrating that love. It is not enough 
to say that we love God, we love the world, 
we love others. We must demonstrate that 
love by what we do. 

must remember that "God so loved the 
world that He GAVE." And the love of God in 
us will likewise demonstrate itself in Giving. 

--NOTE: But can we afford to give in times 
t ese. BC Financial 

Facts Sheet]. 

III. THE THROUGH WHICH HE HELPS 
--Phil. 1:21a "For me to live is Christ." 

In a little French village during World 
War II there was a statue of Christ. A bomb 
hit near the statue and destroyed it. The 
village people were heartbroken that their 
statue had been destroyed. But they decided 
to search around and find every piece they 
could. They pieced the statue back together 
again. It had scars all over it, but a sta
tue of Christ with scars made it more real 
and more valuable. Unfortunately, they could 
not find the hands. 

A statue of Christ with no hands would 
not do. So someone put a plaque on the sta
tue. It read: 

"He has no hands but your hands to do His 
work today; 

He has no feet but your feet to lead men on 
their way. 

He has no lips but your lips to tell men how 
he died. 

He has no help but your help to bring men to 
his side. 

You are the only gospel this careless world 
will read. 

You are the sinner's Bible, you are the 
scoffer's creed. 
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You are the Lord's last message written 
in deed and word, what if the line 
be crooked, what if the type be 
blurred?" 
You see, Christ has no hands but our 

hands. And we must realize that as a part 
of the body of Christ we must make these 
hands available to Him so that He can mini
ster through us to this community and to the 
ends of the earth. 

Our incarnate Lord fed the hungry, 
helped the poor, healed the sick, loved 
the lonely and distressed, and preached the 
word of God. That is what we are to do to
day, and our church budget 
through which we can do it. 

IV. THE VOICE THROUGH WHICH JESUS SPEAKS 
--Romans 10:14 "How then shall they ca)) on 

him in whom they have not believed? and 
how shall they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard? and how shall they hear 
without a preacher?" 

If everyone in a church became the voice 
of Christ every day of the week, most 
churches could touch just about everyone in 
their communities every week. A church 
could turn the community upside down for 
Christ. That is what it means to be the body 



of Christ. 

CON: What we understand that Christ wants our 
church to do is reflected in our church budget. 

Supporting the ministries in our church bud
get helps us be a mind through which Christ 
thinks, a heart through which He loves, hands 
through which He helps, a voice through which 
He speaks. We are the body of Christ on earth. 

can think through us, 
love through us, help through us, and speak 
through us. He can express His personality to 
the whole world through this congregation. I 
challen e ou to link your life with this 
whose purpose it is to be the body of Christ. 
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