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ECCLESIASTES · 

of Earthly Life 

0', 
J - r 

from the Sure Hope of Immortality 
Exemplified in the Experience of Solomon . 

Solomon. of this the most famous and most 
the in his noted for 

Riches . (see on I Kings 4 and 9) . 

Vanity of Vanities: All is Vanity 

This is the theme of the book. embodies also an attempt to give 
a philosophic as to best to !i,·e in a world is 

book contains things of Superb Beauty and 
T ranscendam \ But its predominant strain is one of 

so different from the Psalms. 
father, in his long and hard struggle build 

the J S fore,·er shouting, Rejoice, Shout for Joy, Sing, 
Praise God. Solomon. sitting in peaceful on the throne Oa,·id 

built. H onor, Splendor, and in almost 
Fabled the one in all the men 

his unceasing refrain . is .. 
the book. Salamao's old lea,·es us the distinct 

Solomon not The 
occurs rimes . ..,.., / + 

. 
Eterni 

a more correct translation than AV 
suggest the T hought of the book. Eternity in 

the of .\ !en. In the inmost depths of man has 
longing fur T hings at re• ·eeled 

much about Things Eternal. . 
In O ld Testament there 

.f I bad ideas of it. 
Life and to light ( II Tim-

I I from the Dead. the 
,1 Ccrtaintv of Life •he Grave. 
\ , . .. cd 1000 Christ. not possibly 

tbt· of about Life Beyond that......Cluist 
\\ acid 
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ECCLESIASTES 27 5 

Bur Solomon saw earthly life at its best. Nor a whim but what 
he cot!lct gratify whenever he wanted to. And 
made it his chief bu · 

this book th 
through it a note of Uns 

Ho n Such a Book be God's Word? 

In that God Had the Record ,\lade Nor of 
God's Ideas (see note on I Kings I I) . But the general 

Lessons of the book are from God. God Solomon 
\ \ 'isdom and Unparalleled Opportunity ro observe and to explore 

of earthly life. And, after much research and ex
periment, Solomon concluded that, on the whole, humanit found 
lirrle 111 e; e ound an Un

Yearning something beyond himself. Thus the book, 
in a is Ccy ? 

h the 1in o · t th er was answered. The V ani5r 
life longer Vanity. ut oy, eace, Gladness. 

Jesus the But af his even 
under the shadow of the Cross. Joy is one of the V ords of the 

Testament. In Christ humanity found the Desire of the Ages: 
Life; Full, Glorious 

Chapters 1,2,3,4. All is Vanity 

In a everything passes away, and fails to satisfy, 
Solomon sets himself to answer the question, is the solution 
to life in such a world? A of Unending Monotony. 
feeling of the vanity, Emptiness and Uselessness of his own vas1 
works. Even Wisdom, which Solomon sought so prized 
so Disappointing. Pursuits and Pleasures of mankind gen
erally seemed to him to be merely a Striving after Vind. And i1 

all made worse by the prevalent \ Vickedness and Cruelties 
men. 

Chapters 5 to 10. Miscellaneous Proverbs 

Interspersed observations, bearing on the general 
of the book. favorite form of literature was Proverbs. 
7: 27, there be a sidelight on Solomon's He 
thousand (I Kings 11 : 1- 11 ). One guess, from 

had some difficulty in holding the ladies of hii 
m lmc. 
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Chapters 11, 12. Solomon's Answer 

To his theme question, What is it that it is good for men do 
a world where All is Vanity. His answer, scattered through the 

book, is summed up at the close: Eat, Drink, Rejoice, Do Good, Live 
Joyfully with your Do with your Might what your hands find 
to do, and, above all, FEAR GOD, keeping your eyes on the Day 
Final Judgment. \Vith all his complaints about the nature of creation, 
Solomon had no doubt as to the Existence and Justice of the Creator. 
GOD is mentioned at least Forty times in this book. 
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ECCLESIASTES 5 

1. We c ome t o WORSHIP to hear fro God--Not to Inform or Instruct Him 

2. PRAYER Th ink through the promises yo u make There are when as a 
father God a s ome of the promis e s we make . 

3. SPEECH - Reveals our t rue s e lve s 

4. A PROMISE made is a promise paid . Vows not to be taken lightly. 
Marr:'age prom is e s; Salvation; Church me mbe rship; when child born; 

5-6 Chri st parable on two sons 21: 8-31 (READ) 

7. God is a God of ACTION and He ca lls for Action--not dreams . i.e. Sooner or later we 
must "bite t he bullet" 

8-9. HONESTY IN GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS. - "Buck Ultimately the (president) 
must set t he pace of integrety . 

10. MONEY (1) Insatiable (In shi des ire for money 
(2) Inability of money to bring happine s s 

11. (3 ) Increased income= Increased expenditures 
,,,e;, 

12. (4) "The proof of the pudding is the 
of money actually do? 

13-17 . INVESTMENTS --Christ's ans wer to poor investments - not up for 
treasures on earth . . . " Matt. : 19 - 21 RE AD /-1-&u,-

18. 'THE GOOD LIFE" (1) Eat (2) Drink (3) Accept (4) Work 

19. WE ALTH + HEALTH - a hard combination to beat! 
GOD'S GIFT TO MAN "To e njoy yo ur work .. . . 

2 0. NO REGRETS -



I 



./4,J ,.;ti.,. 

/ a-,e, 

--

f , "-4 

fz'l -. -

1' , 
l 

J 1 I - , 
/ 

' 

I - I 

JR 

/ 

__u,,£. 

t . 
A7 I 

I 

I /J&,.v, I 

ttt /, 
/ 7 

'I .. 



-



- ' (:' 

IA- -



'J)d 

n-rr dtz_;;tt 





fo >? 



I 
II 

''_ 

I 

+ 

-
I 

t 



II 

r_;;M- d,,.,..___ 

I , 

- 10 ,, 
' 

I 



. 
I 

I 

-. 

I 

-

I 

' 
- - -



ECCLESIASTES 10 --""? 1 

1 Dead flies will cause even a bottle of perfume to stink! 
outweigh much wisdom and honor. 

Yes, 

2 A wise man's heart leads him to do right, and a fool's heart leads him to do evil. 

3 You can identify a fool just by the way he walks down the street! 

4 If the boss is angry with you, don't quit! A quiet spirit will quiet his bad temper. 

There is another evil I have seen as I have watched the world go by, a sad situation 
oncerning kings and rulers: 

For I have seen foolish men given authority, and rich men not their right-
ful place of 

7 I have even seen servants riding, while princes walk like servants! 

Dig a well--and fall into it! Demolish an old wall--and be bitten by a snake! 
Yhen working in a quarry, stones will fall and crush you! There is risk in each stroke 
of your axe! 

10 A dull axe requires great strength; be wise and sharpen the blade. 

11 When the horse is stolen, it is too late to lock the barn. 

It is pleasant to listen to wise words, but a fool's speech brings him to 
{Since he begins with a foolish premise, his conclusion is sheer madness. 

14 A fool knows all about the future and tells everyone in detail! But who can really know 
what is going to happen? 

15 A fool is so upset by a little work that he has no strength for the simplest matter. 

Woe to the land whose king is and whose leaders are d drunk in 
Happy the land whose king is a nobleman, and whose leaders work hard 

before they feast and drink, and then only to strengthen themselves for the tasks ahead! 

18 Laziness lets the roof leak, and soon the rafters begin to rot. 

19 A party gives laughter, and wine gives happiness, and money gives everything! 
\ 

20 Never curse the king, not even in your thoughts; nor the rich man, either; for a little 
bird will tell them what you've said. 

ECCLESIASTES 11 

1 Give generously, for your gifts will return to you later. 



2 Divide your gifts among many, for in the days ahead you yourself may need much 
help. 

3 When the clouds are heavy, the rains come down; when a tree falls, whether south or 
north, the die is cast , for there it lies. 

4 If you wait for perfect conditions, you will never get anything done. 

God's ways are as mysterious as the pathway of the wind, and as the manner in which 
a human spirit is infused into the little body of a baby while it is yet in its mother's 
womb. 

6 Keep on sowing your seed, for you never know which will grow--perhaps it all will. 

7 It is a wonderful th ing to be alive! 

8 If a person lives to be very old, let him rejoice in every day of life, but let him also 
remember that eternity is far longer, and that everything down here is futile in comparison. 

9 Young man, it's wonderful to be young! Enjoy every minute of it! Do all you want to; 
take in realize that you must account to God for everything you do. 

10 So banish grief and pain, but remember that youth, with a whole life before it, can 
make serious mistakes. 

ECCLESIASTES 12 

13 Here is my final conclusion: fear God and obey his commandments, for thi s is the 
entire duty of man. 

14 For God will judge us for everything we do, including every hidden thing, good or 
bad. 





I 





I 
I 

t 

I 



r J &1 

-

-



I 

' 



7 I - 7 5 



I :::--:--
- --






