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FOOLISH 
Eccles i astes 6 

(Fourth in a serie s of eight s e rmons Ecclesiastes) 

A fifth grade student turned 
in the following answer on a 
history test: "It was Nathan 
Haley who said , 'I regret that I 
have but one life to give for my 
country.' This has come to be 
known as Haley ' s comment." There 
are a lot of foolish people in 
the world. 

in life those around 
him, he discovered several 
foolish people in his day. 

A PERSON HAS EVERYTHING 
BUT DOESN'T ENJOY IT 

We see the first fool in 
verses 1-6 . Solomon described a 
person who has everything but 
doesn't enjoy it. 

In verse 2, Solomon described 

A seventh grade boy said a bad 
word and his mother overheard 
him. As she reprimanded him, he 
said, "I don't know why you get 
so upset when I use that word. 
Shakespeare used that word." The 
mother said, "Then quit playing 
with him! " There are a lot of 
foolish people in the world . 

a person who had WEALTH. He said 
that this person had "riches and 
wealth and honor so that his soul 
lacks nothing of all that he 

A young adult of meager 
mentality amed Swanton was 
flying home but the airport was 
fogged in. So he had to take a 
train home. When his wife met 
him at the train station, Swanton 
staggered off the train. She 
said, "What in the world is the 
matter with you? " He explained , 
" I was sitting in a seat facing 
the rear of the train. Riding 
backwards for six hours was a 
perfectly horrid experience . " His 
wife inquired, "Why didn't you 
ask the person sitting across 
from you to change seats with 
you?" "I couldn't do that ," 
Swanton replied, "There wasn't 
anybody there . " There are a lot 
of f oolish people in the world . 

We do not have a monoply on 
foolish people today. Fools have 
lived in every century and in 
every generation . As the 
philosopher i n s e arch for me aning 

desires. " 

Wealth, possessions, and honor 
were highly desirable assets in 
the ancient world, as they are 
today. 

Although Richard E . 
.after months alone in the barren 
Arctic, said, " I am learning . . . 
that a man can live profoundl y 
without masses of things", most 
of us strive in life t o 
accumulate things . 

Solomon de s c ribed a man who 
had done that. He had 
accumulated things , and reached 
his goals and realized his 
dreams. He had everything 
material l y that the world h ad to 
offer . But he did not e n joy his 
possessions. 

In verse 3, Solomon took it a 
step further and said that thi s 
person also had a FAMILY. 

Solomon spoke symbolica lly 



here by declaring that the man 
had 100 children. I'm not sure 
if having a hundred children 
would be a blessing. 

I fee l like the woman who was 
dragging her six children onto a 
bus. The bus driver said, "Are 
all those children yours, or is 
this a picnic?" She responded, 
"They are all mine, mister, and 
it ain't no picnic." Most parents 
can identify with that. 

But based on the proverb 
recorded in Psalm 127:3, "Behold, 
children are a gift of the Lord; 

fruit of the womb is a 
reward, Like arrows in the hand 
of a warrior, So are the children 
of one's youth. How blessed is 
the man whose quiver is full of 
them", the writer of Ecclesiastes 
assumed that if one child was a 
blessing then 100 children were a 
superblessing. 

The picture he painted was of 
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When a person has enough money 
to provide the basic needs of h i s 
life; when a person has a 
with whom he can share life ; 
when a person has been blessed 
with long years, and that person 
goes around every day with a 
frown on his face and a complaint 
on his lips, griping about his 
sorry lot in life--
Solomon declared, is a'-..f..Q.Q.1... 

A PERSON WHO AMBITION 
BUT CONTROL IT 

We see a second kind of f ool 
in verses 7-9. Solomon described 
a person who had ambition but 
didn't control it. 

There are two key phrases here 
I want you to see. 

One is in verse 7: "All a 
man's labor is for his mouth and 
yet the appetite is not 
satisfied." 

a man who had a large family with This proverb describes a 
lots of people with whom he could person whose ambition exceeded 
relate in an intimate way. What his achievement, a person who had 
a blessing that should be. accomplished everything that he 
Solomon described a man who had could possibly desire , yet he 
the kind of family everyone would still wanted more. 6 
desire to have . But he did not 
enjoy his family . adA,.. ... 

Then, in verse 6, he said that 
this person not only had riches, 
and a family, but he also had a 
LONG LIFE . 

Again, Solomon spoke in 
hyperbole by saying this person 
lived a thousand years twice." 
Not just a thousand ye ars but two 
thousand years. 

According to Proverbs 3:16 and 
Proverbs 4:10 , long life was both 
a blessing and a sign of 
obedience to God. So here was a 
man who was as blessed as a man 
could be. He lived a life of 
2000 ye ars . Ye t , he did not 
enjoy those y e ars . 

There is nothing wrong with 
ambition . Ambition is a drive 
that God has put into the heart 
of each one of us. Ambition is 
the desire to grow , the des i re to 
make our lives count , t h e des i re 
to achieve excellence , the desir e 
to develop our potential t o its 
fullest, the desire to be all 
can be . There i s nothing wrong 
with ambition. 

But the picture Solomon 
painted in verse 7 was of a man 
whose ambition exceede d his 
grasp, a man whose ambition was 
no a tool to motiv a te 
had instead become a power which 
dominated him, a man who n o 
longer had control of h i s 
ambition. 



other phrase in this 
s is in verse 9. Solomon 
said , "What the eyes see is 
better than what the soul 
desires. " This is the antidote 
for uncontrolled ambition , the 
ability to appreciate what we 
already have. 

pubLisher once 
asked of prominent 
people over the world what 
they wanted most in life. 

One man, an rchitec, wished 
for a garden and a greenhouse. 

An outstanding riter said he 
would be content if he had good 
health. 

A wealthy socialite wanted a 
pet zebra. 

A prominent politician desired 
a little Vermont farm with a 
brook and an apple orchard . 

A longed for one 
uninterrupted day at his home in 
the country with his 
grandchildren. 

A best e lling author wanted 
to be able to understand the 
language of animals. 

In the midst of all these 
expressed desires one man said, 
" I would ask to be given an even 
greater ability to appreciate all 
that I already have . " 

hat the challenge of verse 
to develop an ever greater 

ability to appreciate what 
already have. That is the path 
of wisdom . 

When a person has to 
e mor, when a person 

appreciates what he already has, 
when a person is driven by a 
blind ambition which controls his 
life--that person, Solomon 

is a fool. 
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HAS GOD 
BUT HIM 

There is a third kind of fool. 
In verses 10-11, Solomon 
described a person a God 
but serve him . 

'Whatever exists " in verse 10 
refers to the of 
creation . "Has been 
named" is the Hebrew of 
expressing not only the existence 
of something but also its 
subordination to the one who 
names it. Thus, olomon said , 
that all things -- both people 
and the material creation -- are 
subject to God and therefore 
reflect God's presence. 

All around us are evidences of 
the existence and sovereignty of 
God . In nature, in history, in 
Christ, in His Word, in the lives 
of God's saints throughout the 
years--in all of this see 
inevitabl e proof of the 
of God. Only a fool would deny 
that. 

An ancient Jewish legend 
of a certain 
visited a 
who fancied 
atheist 

rabbi who 
worldly 
himself a 

was 
man 

firm 

"Before one can accept or 
reject a philosophy and before 
one can believe or disbelieve in 
any given subject matter, he must 
first be familiar with the main 
thesis , " the rabbi said . "Do y ou 
agree?" 

"Of course," the young cynic 
agreed. 

"Then let me ask you , have you 
mastered the Torah?" 

"Well, I wouldn't go so far as 
to say I have mastered it. I 
read a little of the Torah when I 

preparing for my Bar Mitzvah, 
but that was years ago. " 



"And the Talmud?" 

"Come on, Rabbi! Nobody reads 
the Talmud anymore!" 

"Then how about our great 
philosophers?" the rabbi 
persisted. "Have you studied the 
great writers of history?" 

"No," 
haven't 
them." 

said the young man. "I 
had time to fool with 

dear fellow," sighed the 
rabbi, "You are not familiar with 
the you know nothing of 
the almud, and you never heard 
of our Jewish Yet 
you have the audacity to call 
yourself a disbeliever. Young 
man, you are not an atheist--you 
are an ignoramus!" 

When a person lives in a world 
marked with the presence of God, 
when a person lives in a world 
controlled by the power of God, 
and that person closes his eyes 
to all of that and declares, 
"There is no God", Solomon would 
conclude : that person is not an 
atheist--he is a fool. 

WHO BAS 
DOESN'T IT 

12 , Solomon told us 
of one more foolish person. He 
described a person who has today, 
but doesn't live it. He speaks 
of a person who has years on this 
earth but spends them "like a 
shadow." 

missionary Robert 
once said , "We shall have 

all eternity in which to 
celebrate our victories,' but we 
have only a short hour before the 
sunset in which to win them." 
Every minute of every day has 
eternity in it. Only a fool will 
waste it . 

ad dream of 
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a angel him this message: 
"As a reward for your virtues the 
sum of $1,440 will be deposited 
in the bank every morning for 
you. However, a condition is to 
be met. At the close of business 
each day, any balance not used is 
canceled . It cannot be carried 
over to the next day , but a new 
$1,440 will be credited to you 
the next morning." 

dream so vivid t hat 
the man asked for a revelation of 

meaning, and the answer came : 
Each morning life credited his 
account with 1,440 minutes; eac 
night it an 
invested in some good purpose . 

ach of us has such an 
account . Each morning, every one 
of us is given 1,440 minutes. At 
the close of business each day, 
those 1,440 minutes are gone. 

en a person is given 1,440 
minutes each day and doe s not use 

ome of those moments to serve 
God, when a person is 1,440 
minutes each day and does not use 
some of those moments to help 
others, when a person is given 
the gift of today, and does not 
live it-- that person S0 lomon 
declares is a fool. 

person has everythi ng, 
but does not enjoy it , is a fool. 

person who has ambition, but 
does not control it, is a fool. 

A person who has a God, but 
does not serve Him, is a fool . 

person has today, but 
does not live it, is a fool . 

What kind · of foo l are you? 
********************************* 
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