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If I Should Die Before I Wake 
Ecclesiastes 3:2 and Hebrews 9:27 

Now I lay me down to sleep, 
I pray the Lord my to keep, 
If I should die before I wake, 
I pray the Lord my soul to take. 

Intro: These are the lyrics found in The New England Primer printed in 
1690. They have by millions of people through the years. They 
are a child's prayer God' s watch-care over us in life and in death. 

The wisest man who ever lived, King Solomon, asserts, "There is a time to 
be born and a time to die" (Ecc. 3: 2). The book of Hebrews affirms, "It is 
appointed unto man once to die " (Heb. 9:27). 

It is estimated that 60,000,000, or 2 every second, die each year. Yet there 
are those who choose to live in denial of death. 

Louis XV, King of France, ordered that death was never to be spoken of in 
his presence. He sought to avoid every place and monument which in any 
way suggested death." 

The fact remains there is death. And wisdom compels us to 
ask the question, "If I knew I should die before I 

J 

If I knew when this day ends I would die, how wou 1ve this 
me share with you some of my own thoughts "If I knew I should die before 
wake." 

If I knew I would die before I wake: 

I. I would make sure of my salvation 
--II Peter 1: 1 0a "Therefore, be all the more diligent to make SURE of 

your calling." 

-- In times like these, you need a Savior 
In times like these, you need an anchor 
Be very sure, be very sure 
Your anchor holds and grips the Solid Rock. 

This Rock is Jesus, Yes, He's the one 
This Rock is Jesus, The only one 
Be very sure, be very sure 
Your anchor holds and grips the Solid Rock. Page 1 



1. I would make sure that I have repented of my sins 
7: I Oa "Godly sorrow works repentance to salvation. " 

L i 
-- Illus: At 19, Al Johnson had joined 2 other men in robbing a 

Kansas bank. The case was closed by police after 2 other 
convicts were killed in a car crash and mistakenly identified 
by bank officers as the robbers. Al felt sure he would never be 
caught. 

He married a Christian girl and pretended to be a 
Christian. She knew nothing of his past crime. Then someone 
sent him a tract in the mail titled, "God 's Plan of Salvation. " 
Reading it he noticed that one of the verses said, "Whosoever 
shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. " 

Under deep conviction, the realization struck him that he 
could be forgiven. With great repentance, he knelt in prayer 
and accepted Christ. 

His life changed. After much prayer, he confessed his 
crime. Under a Kansas statute of limitations, he was set free . 

Al Johnson is the manager of a service station, the father 
of 3 admiring children, and an outstanding Christian 

<,p 

2. I would make sure that I am trusting in Christ alone 
-- John 14:6 "I am the way, the truth and the life: no man comes to 

the Fat her, but by me. " 
-- Acts 16:31 "Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved." 
Note: I am not trusting in self, good works, baptism, the prayers of 
others, etc. 
-- Illus: Martin Luther dreamed one night that he was standing 

before_the Judgment Seat of God. When asked to give an 
account of himself, before he could speak, Satan stepped 
forward with a triumphant smile and opened a large book in 
which every sin of Luther had been recorded. Charge after 
charge was leveled at Luther. 

Luther said, "My soul sank within me. For I was guilty of 
every sin." He was sinking deeper in despair. Suddenly one 
verse came to mind and he said to Satan, "All you said is true. 
But one thing you have forgotten, "The blood of Jesus Christ 
His Son, c/eanseth us from all sin. " 

As he said this, Satan picked up the heavy book and fled! 
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II. I would let others know I love them 
-- I John 3:14 "We know that we have passed from death unto life, 

because we love the brethren. " 
-- Note: There is nothing "unmanly" about saying, "I love you!" 
-- Illus: Many lonely sailors have been cheered by the flashing signal 

from a coast of Mass. The signal spells "I love 
you" in nautical code. Several years ago the Coast Guard decided to 
replace the old equipment. They announced that for technical reasons 
the new machines would be unable to flash the "I love you" message. 
The public so protested that the Coast Guard weakened. The old 
equipment remains and continues to send its message of love to 
sailors. 

The need to be told, "I love you" is a universal need! 
I do not want to die without letting others know I love them. 

Illus: It was late at night when the phone rang. A police officer 
was on the line. "We have your son. He was arrested for driving 
while intoxicated. You may want to come down and bail him out." 

The father quickly dressed and rushed to the police station. 
He was a professional man whose business allowed him little family 
time. But he did provide well for family. 

"Why would you do this," he demanded. He went on to say, 
"We bought you a new car, you dress in the best of clothes, anything 
you have asked for we have given you." "Why would you do this to 
your mother and me?" 

The son said, "Dad, I appreciate all you have given me, it is 
more than any of my friends have. But Dad, what I want is not 
what you could give. All I want is you. I just need to know you love 
me." 

If I knew that I would die before I wake, I would let others know I 
love theni, 

_, 
III. I would forgive all who have ever wronged me 

-- Eph. 4:32 "Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as Godfor Christ 's sake hathforgivenyou. 

-- Illus: Once President Lincoln was asked how he was going to treat 
the rebellious Southerners when they had finally been defeated and 
returned to the Union of the United States. The questioner expected 
that Lincoln would take a dire vengeance, but he answered, "I will 
treat them as if they had never been away." 

Page3 



-- "Forgiveness" is treating others as if they had never wronged you. 
:;;» In light of all Christ has forgiven us, how can we do anything else? 
-- Note: Christ has much to say about this: 

Matt. 6:14-15 (Christ) If you forgive men their trespasses, your 
heavenly Fat her will also forgive you. BUT if you forgive not men 
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. " 

-- Apply: When I die, I want to have no unforgiveness toward 
others, because I want God to have no unforgiveness toward me! 

IV. I would ask forgiveness from all whom I have wronged 
-- Matt. 5:24 If you are at odds with another, "Leave your gift before the 

altar, and go your way; first be reconciled to your brother, and then 
come and offer your gift. " (A young son had grown weary ... ) 

-- Note: It was not easy for the prodigal son to ask forgiveness from his 
Father whom he had wronged. But he did. Listen as he speaks: 
"Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy son " (Luke 15 :21) He did not ask to be 
restored to his former position. He simply asked to be 

l 

-- Apply: How to Ask for Forgiveness: 
1. Take responsibility Acknowledge how your actions hurt may 

have hurt the other person. 
2. Clearly state why you want forgiveness Be specific. 
3. Don't ask for forgiveness unless you mean it-True remorse. 
4. Change your ways -Don't do the same hurtful thing again. 
5. Forgive others - Don't expect to be forgiven if you are not 

willing to forgive others. 

V. I would do what I had intended to do that day 
-- Ecc. 9:l0a "Whatever thy handfinds to do, do it! " 
-- Note: Whatever I had planned to do that day, I would do it. 

If I had planned to cut the grass, I would do it. 
Ifl had planned to wash the car, I would do it. 
If I had planned to work on a sermon, I would do it. 

VI. I would anticipate seeing others who have gone on. 
-- ] 7 ·4 "Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, 'Lord, it is 

good for us to be here: If thou wilt, let us make here three 
tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. '" 

13:12 For now we see through a glass darkly; but then face to 
face; now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am 
known. " Page 4 





-- Note: I shall see my mother father other family members. 
I would anticipate seeing many with whom I have served. I would 
Anticipate seeing the Chalkers-Eolian; the Brooks-Calvary 
Breckenridge; Harry Gootas-Tabemacle Gainesville; Tom & Mary 
Bob Carothers-Southside, Palestine; Louis & Pitts-Chickasha; 
Herb Skidmore-Ponca City; Ralph Wilson-San Angelo; Larry 
FBC Winnfield; and Junior Collins who served Sardis so well.. . 

VII. I would anticipate seeing Jesus J;t! 
-- Rev. 22:4a - "And they shall see His face." 
-- John 14:2-3 "In my Father 's house are many mansions . . .I go to 
prepare a place for you. And since I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again, and that where I am, there 
you may be also. " 

-- Note: Each time a Christian dies, Christ "comes again" to receive 
him unto himself. 

Con: 11 rn: 
.. 
can' t tell you of the splendor 
or the peace here in this place. 

Can you just imagine living 
with Jesus face to face? 

Please let your hearts be joyful, 
and let your spirit sing, 

For I am here in Heaven, 
and I'm walking with the King! 

If you knew you would die before you wake, 
What would you do? 

I've told you what I would do 
But, what would you do? 
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If I Should Die Before I Wake 
Ecclesiastes 3 :2 and Hebrews 9:27 

Now I lay me down to sleep, 
I pray the Lord my soul to keep, 
If I should die before I wake, 
I pray the Lord my soul to take. 

Intro: These are the lyrics found in The New England Primer printed in 
1690. They have been quoted by millions of people through the years. They 
are a child's prayer affirming God's watch-care over us in life and in death. 

The wisest man who ever lived, King Solomon, asserts, "There is a time to 
be born and a time to die " (Ecc. 3: 2). The book ofHebrews affirms, "It is 
appointed unto man once to die " (Heb. 9:27). 

It is estimated that 60,000,000, or 2 every second, die each year. Yet there 
are those who choose to live in denial of death. 

Louis XV, King of France, ordered that death was never to be spoken of in 
his presence. He sought to avoid every place and monument which in any 
way suggested death." 

The fact remains there is no avoiding of death. And wisdom compels us to 
ask, "If I knew that I should die before I wake what would I do?" 

If I knew when this day ends I would die, how would I live this day? Let 
me share with you some of my own thoughts. 

If I knew I would die before I wake: 

I. I would make sure of my salvation 
--II Peter I: I 0a "Therefore, be all the more diligent to make SURE of 

your calling." 

-- In times like these, you need a Savior 
In times like these, you need an anchor 
Be very sure, be very sure 
Your anchor holds and grips the Solid Rock. 

This Rock is Jesus, Yes, He' s the one 
This Rock is Jesus, The only one 
Be very sure, be very sure 
Your anchor holds and grips the Solid Rock. 1 



1. I would make sure that I have repented of my sins 
-- II. Cor. 7: 1 Oa "Godly sorrow works repentance to salvation. " 
-- Repentance: "To regret past sins and to change for the better" 
-- Illus: At 19, Al Johnson had joined 2 other men in robbing a 

Kansas bank. The case was closed by police after 2 other 
convicts were killed in a car crash and mistakenly identified 
by bank officers as the robbers. Al felt sure he would never be 
caught. 

He married a Christian girl and pretended to be a 
Christian. She knew nothing of his past crime. Then someone 
sent him a tract in the mail titled, "God's Plan of Salvation. " 
Reading it he noticed that one of the verses said, "Whosoever 
shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. " 

Under deep conviction, the realization struck him that he 
could be forgiven. With great repentance, he knelt in prayer 
and accepted Christ. 

His life changed. After much prayer, he confessed his 
crime. Under a Kansas statute of limitations, he was set free. 
Today Al Johnson is the manager of a service station, the father 
of 3 admiring children, and an outstanding Christian layman. 

2. I would make sure that I am trusting in Christ alone 
-- John 14:6 "I am the way, the truth and the life: no man comes to 

the Father, but by me." 
-- Acts 16:3 1 "Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved. " 
Note: I am not trusting in self, good works, baptism, the prayers of 
others, etc. 
-- Illus: Martin Luther dreamed one night that he was standing 

before_the Judgment Seat of God. When asked to give an 
account of himself, before he could speak, Satan stepped 
forward with a triumphant smile and opened a large book in 
which every sin of Luther had been recorded. Charge after 
charge was leveled at Luther. 

Luther said, "My soul sank within me. For I was guilty of 
every sin." He was sinking deeper in despair. Suddenly one 
verse came to mind and he said to Satan, "All you said is true. 
But one thing you have forgotten, "The blood of Jesus Christ 
His Son, cleanseth us from all sin. " 

As he said this, Satan picked up the heavy book and fled! 
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II. I would let others know I love them 
-- I John 3: 14 "We know that we have passed from death unto life, 

because we love the brethren. " 
-- Note: There is nothing "unmanly" about saying, "I love you!" 
-- Illus: Many lonely sailors have been cheered by the flashing signal 

from a lighthouse off the coast of Mass. The signal spells "I love 
you" in nautical code. Several years ago the Coast Guard decided to 
replace the old equipment. They announced that for technical reasons 
the new machines would be unable to flash the "I love you" message. 
The public so protested that the Coast Guard weakened. The old 
equipment remains and continues to send its message of love to 
sailors. 

The need to be told, "I love you" is a universal need! 
I do not want to die without letting others know I love them. 

Illus: It was late at night when the phone rang. A police officer 
was on the line. "We have your son. He was arrested for driving 
while intoxicated. You may want to come down and bail him out." 

The father quickly dressed and rushed to the police station. 
He was a professional man whose business allowed him little family 
time. But he did provide well for his family. 

"Why would you do this," he demanded. He went on to say, 
"We bought you a new car, you dress in the best of clothes, anything 
you have asked for we have given you." "Why would you do this to 
your mother and me?" 

The son said, "Dad, I appreciate all you have given me, it is 
more than any of my friends have. But Dad, what I want is not 
what you could give. All I want is you. I just need to know you love 
me." 

-- If I knew that I would die before I wake, I would let others know I 
love them. 

Ill. I would forgive all who have ever wronged me 
-- Eph. 4:32 "Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 

another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you. 
-- Illus: Once President Lincoln was asked how he was going to treat 

the rebellious Southerners when they had finally been defeated and 
returned to the Union of the United States. The questioner expected 
that Lincoln would take a dire vengeance, but he answered, "I will 
treat them as if they had never been away." 
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-- "Forgiveness" is treating others as if they had never wronged you. 
In light of all Christ has forgiven us, how can we do anything else? 

-- Note: Christ has much to say about this: 
Matt. 6:14-15 (Christ) If youforgive men their trespasses, your 
heavenly Fat her will also forgive you. BUT if you forgive not men 
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. " 

Apply: When I die, I want to have no unforgiveness toward 
others, because I want God to have no unforgiveness toward me! 

IV. I would ask forgiveness from all whom I have wronged 
-- Matt. 5:24 If you are at odds with another, "Leave your gift before the 

altar, and go your way; first be reconciled to your brother, and then 
come and offer your gift. " (A young son had weary ... 

-- Note: It was not easy for the prodigal son to ask forgiveness from his 
Father whom he had wronged. But he did. Listen as he speaks: 
"Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy son " (Luke 15 :21) He did not ask to be 
restored to his former position. He simply asked to be forgiven. 

-- Apply: How to Ask for Forgiveness: 
1. Take responsibility Acknowledge how your actions hurt may 

have hurt the other person. 
2. Clearly state why you want forgiveness Be specific. 
3. Don't ask for forgiveness unless you mean it-True remorse. 
4. Change your ways Don't do the same hurtful thing again. 
5. Forgive others - Don't expect to be forgiven if you are not 

willing to forgive others. 

V. I would do what I had intended to do that day 
-- Ecc. 9: 1 Oa "Whatever thy hand finds to do, do it!" 
-- Note: Whatever I had planned to do that day, I would do it. 

If I had planned to cut the grass, I would do it. 
IfI had planned to wash the car, I would do it. 
If I had planned to work on a sermon, I would do it. 

VI. I would anticipate seeing others who have gone on. 
-- Matt. 17:4 "Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, 'Lord, it is 

good for us to be here: If thou wilt, let us make here three 
tabernacles; one/or thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias."' 

-- I Cor. 13 :12 For now we see through a glass darkly; but then face to 
face; now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am 
known. " Page 4 



-- Note: I shall see my mother father other family members. 
I would anticipate seeing many with whom I have served. I would 
Anticipate seeing the Chalkers-Eolian; the Brooks-Calvary 
Breckenridge; Harry Gootas-Tabemacle Gainesville; Tom & Mary 
Bob Carothers-Southside, Palestine; Louis & Hazel Pitts-Chickasha; 
Herb Skidmore-Ponca City; Ralph Wilson-San Angelo; Larry Price
FBC Winnfield; and Junior Collins who served Sardis so well. .. 

VII. I would anticipate seeing Jesus 
-- Rev. 22:4a "And they shall see His face." 

John 14:2-3 my Father 's house are many mansions . . .I go to 
prepare a place for you. And since I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there 
you may be also." 
Note: Each time a Christian dies, Christ "comes again" to receive 

him unto himself. 

Con: Poem about heaven: "I can't tell you of the splendor 
or the peace here in this place. 

Can you just imagine living 
with Jesus face to face? 

Please let your hearts be joyful, 
and let your spirit sing, 

For I am here in Heaven, 
and I'm walking with the King! 

If you knew you would die before you wake, 
What would you do? 

I've told you what I would do -
But, what would you do? 

Jerold R. McBride, Th.D. 
247 Hickory Ridge Road 

Winnfield , LA 71483 
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If I should Die Before I Wake 
Ecclesiastes 3:2 & Hebrews 9:27 

Sardis Baptist Church 
March 30, 2014 

Now I lay me down to sleep, 
I pray the Lord my soul to keep, 

If I should die before I wake, 
I pray the Lord my soul to take. 

If I knew I should die before I wake: 

I. I would make sure of my salvation - II Peter 1: 1 Oa 
1. I would make sure I have repented of my sins - II Cor. 7: 10 
-- Repentance is to regret past sins and to change for the better 
2. I would make sure I am trusting in Christ alone - John 14:6 

II. I would let others know I love them - I John 3: 14 
-- There is nothing "unmanly" about saying "I love you!" 

III. I would forgive all who have wronged me - Eph. 4:32 
-- Forgiveness is treating others as if they never wronged you 

IV. I would ask forgiveness from all I wronged - Matt. 5:24 
>> How to ask for forgiveness 

1. Take responsibility - Admit your actions hurt others 
2. Clearly state why you want forgiveness - Be specific 
3. Don' t ask for forgiveness unless you mean it - Remorse 
4. Change you ways - Don't do the hurtful thing again 
5. Forgive others - Don' t expect to be forgiven if you are 

not willing to forgive. 

V. I would do what I had intended to do that day - Ecc. 9: 1 Oa 

VI. I would anticipate seeing others who died - Matt. 17:4 

VII. I would anticipate seeing Jesus - John 14:2-3 & Rev. 22:4a 

If you knew you would die before you wake, 
what would you do? 



If I Die Before I Wake 
Ecclesiastes 3 :2 & Hebrews 9:27 

First Baptist Church, San Angelo 
June 28, 2015 

Now I lay me down to sleep, 
I pray the Lord my soul to keep, 

If I should die before I wake, 
I pray the Lord my soul to take. 

If I knew I should die before I wake: 

I. I would make sure of my salvation - II Peter 1: 1 Oa 
1. I would make sure I have repented of my sins II Cor. 7: 10 

Repentance is to regret past sins and to change for the better 
2. I would make sure I am trusting in Christ alone - John 14:6 

II. I would let others know I love them - I John 3: 14 
There is nothing "unmanly" about saying "I love you!" 

m. I would forgive all who have wronged me -Eph. 4:32 
Forgiveness is treating others as if they never wronged you 

IV. I would ask forgiveness from all I wronged - Matt. 5:24 
>> How to ask for forgiveness 

1. Take responsibility - Admit your actions hurt others 
2. Clearly state why you want forgiveness - Be specific 
3. Don't ask for forgiveness unless you mean it Remorse 
4. Change you ways Don't do the hurtful thing again 
5. Forgive others - Don't expect to be forgiven if you are 

not willing to forgive. 

V. I would do what I had intended to do that day - Ecc. 9: 1 Oa 

VI. I would anticipate seeing others who died - Matt. 17 :4 

VTT. I would anticipate seeing Jesus - John 14:2-3 & Rev. 22:4a 

If you knew you would die before you wake, 
what would you do? 




