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A CHALLENGE TO ALL AGES 

(Eighth in a series of eight sermons on Ecclesiastes) 

Have you ever forgotten 
something? Traditionally, 
attribute forgetfulness to the 
absentminded professor. The 
truth of the matter is that 
forgetfulness is an experience 
with which we are all familiar. 

A husband was complaining to a 
friend about his wife. He said, 

wife has the worst memory of 
anyone I know." "What's the 
matter," responded his friend, 
"Does she forget everything?" 
"No," the husband replied, "She 
rememb e rs everything." 

Those of us who are married 
understand that. But that is not 
the problem for most of us. Our 
problem is not that remember 
too much . Our problem is that we 
do not remember enough. Our 
problem 

n ta be said that our 
ability to forget is at times a 
blessing. We could not exist for 
a single day without this 
God-given ability to forget. To 
have to experience the 
accumulated pain of all our 
previous days would be 
overwhelming. To have to 
experience the intensity of all 
our past failures and trials 
would be more than any of us 
could bear. Our ability to 
forget, therefore, is one of the 
blessings of life. 

however, 
it is a for the 
ability to forget also creates 
some problems. There are some 

things need to forget. Other 
ideas, lessons and teachings, 
need to be remembered. 

This is the thought of the 
philosopher as he closes the book 
of Ecclesiastes. He challenges 
us to remember some things that 
are very important in life, and 
he directs this challenge to all 

He talks first to 
and then to 

us. 

TO THE OLD 

We see his challenge to 
old in Ecclesiastes 11:8. 

"Indeed, if a man should 
many years, let him rejoice in 
them all, and let him 
the days of darkness, for they 
shall be many . 

There are several ways to 
interpret this reference to "the 
days of darkness." 

The "days of darkness" cou ld 
refer to the existence in Sheol, 
which in the Hebrew thinking of 
the time pictured a continued, 
shadowy kind of existence after 
death. In this case, the writer 
is saying, "Remember the long 
days of darkness you spend 
in and because 
enjoy life to the fullest 

Or, "the days of darkness .. 
could refer to senility, to the 

and mental deterioration 
often accompanies old age. 

In case, he is saying, 



while you have the mental 
capacity and physical 
capabilities, enjoy life to the 
fullest, because when senility 
sets in, you will no longer be 
able to . 

Or , "the d ays of darkness" 
could refer to the difficulties 
of life . In this case, the 
write r is s ay ing, "There will be 
many dark days in life. So when 
the sun is shining in your life, 
when everything is going well, 
get the most out of those good 
days." 

would suggest that 
ond answer i s the best, 

days of da rkne ss " refer 
seni ity because of the beau 
al leg y o f old age which f 
in ch a ter 12. In Eccle 
12: 3- 4, we s e e the portra· of an 
old man standing at the of 
death . 

"The kee ers of th 
t he 

"The "are the l egs 

"The the teeth 

"Those 
wi ndows " 
d immed b y 

oors" are the 
e ly hear t h e gri 

the 
are 

schol ars suggest "the 
s darkness" refer to 

1 s s ening of physical and me 
i n old a ge . 

I prefer the third 
interpretation . There is no 
indication in Ecclesiastes 11:8 
that this is a future reference, 
a reference to something that 
will occur at the point of death. 
It seems instead to be past 
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tense, referring to something 
that has already happened t hat 
they are to recall. So, I 
believe that what the writer is 
referring to is those "days of 
darkness" that come all through 
life. "Remember the days of 
darkness" in your life . 

should 
days of darkness" in our 
when get older? 

"the 
life 

First, because it wi ll 
increase our humility. 
A>r • • 

To remember our "days of 
d a r knes s, " t o remember the 
problems that have come in l ife, 
will help us to remember our 
utter dependence on God . 

Second, we should r eme mber the 
dark days when we get older 
because this will increase our 
gratitude. 

As back 
difficult experiences and see 
God led us through, it will caus e 
our gratitude for God t o 
increase, for will b e reminded 
that i t was only t he 
presence and power of God that 
were able to get to where are 
now . 

To those who are in old age, 
the writer of Ecclesiastes give s 
this challenge : 
dark times, because i n 
remembering those, you will be 
reminded again of your dependence 
on God, and you will be reminded 
again of the He has delivered 
you through all your y ears . 

ll . 

TO T YOUNG a-e1i 

The writer of thi s book also 
has a closing challenge to the 
young. We see it in 
t2:l. To the Solomon also 
gives the challenge to remember. 



"Remember also your Creator in 
the days of your youth, before 
the evil days come and the years 
draw near when you say, 'I have 
no delight in them.'" 

First, he tells young 
whom to remember . 

people 

I We ,,are to remember our 
Creator How our young people 

tempted today to turn from 
God , to find their purpose and 
perspect ive in other would- be 
gods. At times, it is only a 
stage through which young people 
go . At other times, they get s o 
entangled in the web of the i r 
sin, that they are never able to 
break free. How we need to 
challenge our young people to 
remember God, the God who created 
us, the God who comes to us, the 
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of them raised their hands. He 
handed it toward a little girl, 
but then took it back and said, 
"I think I want just a little of 
it," and he tore some of the 
flower off. Then, he handed it 
to the girl again, only to jerk 
it back and say, "I think I want 
just a little more . " He did this 
several times and finally, handed 
the stem to the little girl . He 
said, "That is what we often do 
to God. " 

The writer of Ecclesiastes is 
challenging young people t o 
remember God in the days of their 
youth they are still in f ull 
flower. 

the write r of 
people 

God who redeems us, the God who 
provides for us , God who 

for but in 
• · • 

,--t,... 1.n the 
the writer of t he writer e l ls 

Ecclesiastes tells young people remembe r God 
when to remember. -

They are to God in 
the days of How important 
it is for a person to come to a 
basic understanding of God while 
they are young, when their minds 
are still receptive and when 
their hearts are still 
responsive. 

Conversion can, of course, 
come at any age. I have known 
men and women in their eighties 
who for the fir s t time r eceive d 

se 
to 

is no real 

give us 
Without 

there is no h o 
af t er death . Youth n ee 

God because of who 

Fourth, the writer t e lls us 
how to r emember . 

\\ R f..,11 II 
to remember Him b y 

thinking constantly of His 
p e rson . 

Jesus as their Lord. That is the The psalmist sai d o f the 
ex eption rather than the rule . wicked, "God is not i n t heir 
The fact i s that when a child thoughts." (Ps. 10: 4) In 
comes to know God and then gives contrast, the psalmist decla red 
himself to God for the rest of of the righteous in dozens of 
his life, he will benefit most plac es, that their mind is1 s e t 
from h i s relationship with God . God. ' 

a children's sermon one As e of God's person , 
day, the pastor took a flower and as we reflect on His character , 
asked which of the children a s we meditate upon His work, 
wanted it. Of course, everyone will be remembering Him and that 



will enable us to keep His 
commandments . 

TO ALL 

The final challenge is a 
challenge to all ages, not just 
to the young, not only to the 
old, but to everyone. This is 
the final conclusion of book, 
the ultimate 
the h as mov e d . We f i nd i t 

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14. 

when a11 has 
heard, is: fear God and 
His commandments, because 
applies to every person. 

For God will bring every act to 
judgment, everything which is 
hidden, whether it is good or 
evil." 

The writer of Ecc l esiastes 
gives us two strong reasons for 
fearing God and keeping His 
commandments : one r e a son in 
verse 13 and t he other i n vers e 
14. 

In v erse 13, find the 
present reason for f earing God 
and obeying His commandments. It 
is found in the phrase, "because 
this 

The t rans lates 
the this is all that 
man . for .· In thi s 

ranslation, the meaning is that 
should fear God and obey Hi s 

commandments becau se that is the 
way can realize the fullness 
of our potential, for we were 
made for this. We should fear 
God and obey Him because, right 
now, in the present, that is what 
i s best for us. 

In verse 14, we f ind t he 
future reason for fea r i n g 
ob eying His comma ndments . 
Someday, we will stand before God 
and give an account for our 
lives. At that point, God 
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see all and know al l . As 
writer of Hebrews puts it, 
things are naked and opened 
the eyes of Him with whom 
to do." (Heb . 13) 

the 
"All 
unto 
have 

There is much about life that 
we do not understand, but here is 
a simple that is easy 
to and essential to 
follow: God o 
commandments 'J:i:= , 

When y ou f e ar God and ob ey His 
commandments , you are doing what 
God ma de you f or. When y ou fear 
God and obey His commandments, 
you a r e p r eparing yourself t o 
meet Him in the futur e . 

********************************* 
********************************* 

This is the f inal sermon in 
t h e s eries of sermons on 
Ecc les i aste s. For t he remainder 
of 1989, two sermons f r om 2 
Corinth ians wi ll appear in each 
i ssue except for a Thanksgiving 
sermon i n the October issue and a 
Christmas s e r mon in the November 
i ssue. 

********************************* 
********************************* 

Subject: AGE 

"The err or c-f youth is t o 
b e lieve t hat is a 
s ubstitute f or expe r ience, while 
t he e r ror o f a ge i s to believe 
that experi ence is a substitute 
for i ntel ligence . " 

********************************* 
Sub.iect: AGE 

A t eena ger daughter was 
t a l king with her mother at the 
breakf ast t abl e on e morning. She 
said t o h e r mother, "Mom, if you 
were twenty y ears ol d again, what 
would you want?" The mother 
answe r e d , "Not another thing . " 




