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LOVE 

SCRIPTURE: Deuteronomy 6:5 Ephesians 4:25-32 

READING: Deuteronomy 6:5 "Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with ALL THINE HEART and with ALL 
THY SOUL, and with ALL THY MIGHT." 

INTRO: WHEN IT COMES TO SHARING GOODIES WITH 
THEIR PEERS, CHILDREN ARE THE WORLD'S GREATEST 
CONSERVATIONISTS. INSTRUCTED TO SHARE HIS 
BOUNTY WITH BROTHERS AND SISTERS, THE OWNER OF 
A NEW BAG OF JELLY BEANS WILL LABORIOUSLY RATION 
OUT THE SUGARY MORSELS PIECE BY PIECE RATHER 
THAN PERMIT AN ALIEN HAND INSIDE THE BAG. 

AND HAVE YOU EVER NOTICED A SISTER'S TECHNI
QUE FOR LIMITING HER KID BROTHER'S ENCROACHMENT 
UPON HER CANDY BAR, PEELING THE WRAPPER DOWN 
THREE-EIGHTHS OF AN INCH THEN MAINTAINING A 
TIGHT STRANGLEHOLD ON THE REST WHILE THE POACHER 
ATTEMPTS TO BREAK OFF A PIECE? 

IT'S TEMPTING TO BE THAT TIGHT-FISTED WITH 
GOD, TO DOLE OUT PIECES OF OUR LIVES TO HIM CAU
TIOUSLY, SPARINGLY; GIVING HIM SUNDAYS BUT NOT 
MONDAYS, THE TITHE BUT NOT THE TREASURE, AFFI RMA
TION BUT NOT ALLEGIANCE, PROEESSION BUT NOT PRAC
TICE. 

BUT IT WON'T WORK. GOD DOESN'T ACCEPT 
PIECEMEAL LOVE. WHY SHOULD HE? WHY SHOULD THE 
LORD OF ALL THE UNIVERSE BE CONTENT WITH THE 
LEFTOVERS OF MY LIFE? 

GOD WANTS AND DESERVES OUR WHOLEHEARTED 
LOVE. AND THIS IS THE KIND OF LOVE THAT PRO
DUCES THE PATTERN OF PERSONAL BEHAVIOR THAT 
MAKES OUR WITNESS BOTH AUTHENTIC AND EFFECTIVE. 

TEXT: Ephesians 4:25-32 
HERE WE ARE TOLD WHAT THIS BEHAVIOR IS. 

WE ARE TOLD HOW TO ACT. THESE ARE JUST BASIC 
MANNERS LIKE PARENTS WOULD TEACH YOU. HOW TO 
USE A FORK, A NAPKIN. HOW TO SIT AT A TABLE. I 
REMEMBERING TO SAY "THANK YOU," OR "I HAD A 
GOOD TIME." 

GOOD MANNERS- HOW TO LIVE A CHRISTIAN LIFE 
SO YOU MAKE THE RIGHT KIND OF IMPRESSION ON 
OTHERS. YOU NEVER PLACE WHERE YOU 
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DO NOT NEED GOOD MANNERS! AND WHOLEHEARTED LOVE 
FOR GOD WILL RESULT IN GOOD MANNERS TOWARD OTHERS. 
AND GOOD MANNERS TOWARD OTHERS WILL STRENGTHEN 
AND AUTHENTICATE YOUR WITNESS. 

LISTEN TO PAUL AS HE INSTRUCTS US ON HOW TO 
BEHAVE. 

--READ: Ephesians 4:25-32 

I. 

h_ 
We Live A Life Of: 

HONESTY 
--Ephesians 4:25 
--NOTE: This is the first of four contrasts. 

Instead of lying, tell the truth. 
Sometimes the truth hurts. Sometimes 

bites. Sometimes it takes courage. Because 
sometimes the truth is difficult to face and 
even more difficult to accept. 

--ILLUS: This is illustrated by Sophie Tucker 
statement when she turned 69. 

"From Birth-18 a girl needs good parents. 
From 18-35 she .needs good looks. 
From 35-55 she needs a good personality. 
From 55-on she needs CASH!" 

That's good--not very spiritual, but it 
is the truth! 

--APPLY: "The wages of sin is death." "The 
soul that sinneth, it shall surely die." 
These are not pleasant statements. In fact 
they are downright disturbing. But they are 
the truth! All the sugar-coating in the 
world cannot change them. 

--ILLUS: Chuck Swindol tells a story that 
from the early days of the communist revolu
tion in the Soviet Union. 

A party spokesman was addressing a group 
of peasants in a small Russian Village. He 
painted a pollyanna picture of one success 
after another--ALL of which was produced by 
the Communist Party. 

When he announced that the Communist 
Party had increased wheat production by 100%, 
a little man way in the back of the room 
stood up and said, "My name is Minski and I 
have a question. Where's all that wheat?" 
He was promptly rebuked and told to sit down 
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and not ask such i mpert i nent questions. 
A year later, the same party official 

returned to the same v illage and began 
giving a s i milar litany of t hat kind o f 
propaganda . Except this time he said, 
"We have i ncreased the production of wheat 

A little guy stood up in the back. 
"Yes? " asked the official. The peasant 
said, "My name is Minski and I have a ques
t ion. Where's all that wheat ?" Again he 
wa s rebuked , told t o s it down and keep his 
mout h shut . 

The next year the same party leader 
returned. There was the same litany of 
unprecedented success. A man stood up in 
the back and the official interrupted and 
said, "Wait! I know. You're Minski and 
you want to know where all that wheat is." 
The man replied, "No. My name is Polaski, 
and I have a question? ... Where is Minski?" 

--APPLY: There is a little bit of this spi-
rit in all of us. If a person reminds us 
of a truth that is unpleasant or that makes 
us uncomfortable, we want to c ow,sign that 
person to Siberia, or perhaps, even to a 
place not nearly so cold as Siberia! 

Yet we all need to hear the truth. 
Whether it is the truth of our own uncon
cern for and failure to reach the lost, or 
whether it is of our own lostness. 
In either case ve a life of honesty. 

II. COMPOSURE 
i --Eph. 4:26 Now the second contrast [Read 26a] 

--NOTE: That's an interesting command. Did 
you know that we are commanded to get angry? 
- - "Get angry !" The problem is that we do 
not get angry a bout the right thing. And 
we linger too long over our anger. 

--ILLUS: "Anybody can become angry--that is 
easy; but to be angry with the right person, 
and to the right degree, and at the right 
time, and for the right and in the 
r ight way-- t hat is not withi n everybody's 
power and is not easy . " p . 21 I nstant Quo-
tations. 
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--NOTE: So Paul is talking about getting angry 
at the right thing. But, getting over it. 
Look at the way he [Read vs. 2b.(... 
"Be angry, but don't go to bed mad." 

Elizabeth and I have never gone to bed 
angry at each other because the scripture 
says "don't do that." But we have stayed up 
to 2, 3, 4:00 in the morning--It's amazing! 
At 3:30 in the morning you will agree to any
thing!--God knew what He was talking about! 

Second Contrast -- Instead of lingering in 
anger, get over 

Third Contrast-' verse 28 

III. INTEGRITY 
--Eph. 4:28-"Instead of stealing, work hard!" 

[Read vs.] 
--NOTE: A story that came of Winn Parish, 

Louisiana, where I grew up tells of a habi
tual chicken thief. It seems as though this 
was his sixth time to appear before the judge . 
.. "Let him that stole steal, no more let him 
labor with his hands." #c 

--NOTE: There is something ore to steal from % 
others than possessions. There is trust, 
there are secrets you can steal. As a soul
winner you must be a person who can keep con
fidences. Very few people can keep a secret. 
Have you learned that? Especially if they are 
told, "This is very personal so please keep it 
in confidence." 

Usually they will phone several friends 
and tell. them so they can join them in "pray
ing" about it. 

Don't steal secrets from others. Handle 
the confidence others place in you with in
tegrity. 

Fourth Contrast--verse 29 

IV. HONOR 
--Eph. 4:29 "Instead of words that hurt, use 

words that help." [Read vs. 29 ]3'2,-"Don' t 
grieve God, honor Him." 

(<"JV--"Corrupt"--means rotten. It is a word that 
describes garbage. "Don't let garbage come 
out of your mouth, but only such words as are 
good for that it may give grace 
to those who ar." 
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What about it--do you let "garbage" 
proceed out of your mouth? Do you use 
words that are vile, hurtful, destructive, 
slanderous? This passage is like a bar of 
soap to clean up our lives / 

--Eph. 4:30 [READ] ' 
--NOTE: We shall never work closely together, 

until the things that grieve God, grieve 
us--I wonder how many times a day God must 
sigh ... "Oh, why did you do that?" "You 
knew better and yet you did it--that 
grieves me, my child." 

This is not only great theology, this 
is great living. 

Don't ''grieve" God, "honor" Hirn! 
Wouldn't it be great if for the remainder 
of this year we would never once cause a 
sigh to flow from God's lips? Wouldn't 
that be great? 

--Transition: All of these four characteris
tics of the kind of life produced by a 
wholehearted love for God are preparation 
for .what is found in verses 31 and 32. 

V. KINDNESS 
--Eph. 4:31-32 [READ] 
--"Bitterness"--This term means long stand-

ing resentment, brooding over past of
fences, harboring grudges. 

Do you have someone's face who is 
still on your dartboard? Is there some
one in your church who you deliberately 
s tay away from? Would you cross the 
street if you saw them corning on your 
side a block away?--Forrner pastors, fel
low deacons, members, former members? 

Human nature is such that often even 
for Christians, harboring grudges is a 
favorite "Bitterness, wrath, 
anger, clamor, evil all these 

put out the fire within us and silence 
our witness. It's impossible to share 
God's love with a lost person when we do 
not love our own brother in Christ--to 
wholeheartedly win souls when we do not 
wholeheartedly love God. 

- -"Evil Speaking" -- "Slander." The Greek word 
is Blasphemy. you speak evil 



of another, when you slander another you are 
"laspheming" that person. 
} Paul said, let all of this be put away 
from you with all "malice" - -"creating trouble," 
"sowing discord among the bret hren," "making 
life miserable for a Christia n leader , a f e l 
low church member, another person." 

The apostle saying, "Get your act to
gether! Behave as a Christian ought to be
have. Stop acting like peevish irritable 
chi ldren. You have a testimony to defend, a 
Savior to share a lost world to win! 

But how are you going to do 
How are you supposed to act in a hostile 
world? Paul says, "Be Kind'" 

--ILLUS: Because of this church's position in 
West Texas, because of my tenure age ) more 
often than not when a church gets into a feud 
I receive a phone call or a l etter aski n g , 
"What should we do ? " I often reply with Ephe
sians 4 : 32 

--Eph. 4:32 "Be kind, be compassionate, be for-
giving." [READ] 

Do you want to know our marching orders 
as we go out into highways and hedges in 
s earch f or seeking souls? They are, "Kindness , 
compassion, and forgiveness. " 

;;>' Say these words with me, "Kindness , com
passion, forgiveness. " Say it a little loud-
er ... 

--"Kindness" i s the opposite of being hard, 
harsh and sharp. Kindness is being gentle, 
gracious, benevolent , magnanimous. 

Everyone down deep has a fragile heart 
If you want to deal well with people, 
with them in kindness. 

--"Tenderhearted"-- " compassion ." This is the 
emotion of Chr i s t rec orded in Matthew 9:36 

\ \ . 
Jesus was moved COMPASSION on them, be-
c ause they were f ainted, were scattere d abr o ad , 
as sheep having no shepherd ." 

Jesus could have called down fire out of 
heaven to destroy the sinners o f His day. But 
he didn't. Rather when He saw them His heart 
broke. He had "compassion" because He was not 
hard- hearted- -He was "te nde r hearted." 
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--APPLY: We must pray and witness until we 
are broken hearted over the lost and this 
requires a tender heart- - it calls for com
passion. 

"Do you really care? Do you know how 
to share with people everywhere? Do you 
really care?1t Will you take the dare? 
Spread Good News everywhere? The Cross 
of Christ to bear? care?" 

-- ILLUS: Our son foot
bal l for a while. But, like his father, 
he decided there was a better way to have 
f un t han to be knocked down and stepped 
on. He will never make a great pro-foot
ball player. But he will make a great 
daddy because he is kind. His kindness 
is one of his greatest handicaps at times 
--he doesn't like to hurt people. 

He's always been that way. i.e. Lake 
Texoma, Durant incident with hungry dog. 

"Kindness" there's no substitute for 
it. 

-- "Forgiveness" There is nothing that will 
weld us together more than "forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ's sake 
has forgiven us." 

CON: Amy Carmichael said: "If I say, 'Yes I 
forgive but cannot forget,' as though 
the God who twice a day washes all the 
sands on all the shores of all the wor l d 
c ould not wash s uch my mi nd, 
then I know nothing of calvary love." 

• • • 
Kindness," compassion, forgiveness. 

Say it with me. "Kindness, compassion, 
forgiveness." 
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WHOLEHEARTED LOVE 

USED: F.B.C . 2-12-89 A.M. Service, 
San Angelo, 
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