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INSTILLING SPIRITUAL VALVES 
Deuteronomy 6:1-7 

. 
amved 

ho g to be 
e initial 

of the 
house and pointed to one of the hanging 
baskets. Sitting in the basket was a dove, and 
when she shooed her off, I could see two eggs 
in the nest. Jan carefully watched the mother 
each day and protected the eggs. She even put 
some food out for the mother. After all, she 
was eating for three! Then, the eggs hatched 
and in the nest were two baby birds. I don't 
remember the exact time sequence, but in less 
than a week the babies had flown of the 
nest and the family was gone. They were 
ready to face the world. 

It's not quite that easy for us humans. 
The process of the nest and bri 
our children into the world and 
them for life takes longer than a week and is 
in fact one of the difficult challenges of life. 

author Barbara Johnson once 
said that if it was easy to raise kids, it wouldn't 
have started with something called labor. 

How do we go about this difficult, 
challenging task of building the nest and 
instilling spiritual values? 

Where? 

Where do we learn about the values for 
living? ur text informs us that instilling 
s iritual values begins in the home. 

There is a great of debate on 
subject, debate about what the government 
should or should not do, debate about what the 
schools should or should not do. 

I don't want to activate the debate this 
morning. Yet, I feel comfortable in saying 
that, living in a fallen world, the government 
must do some things to protect and provide for 
those who do not have a healthy family 
context in which to live. 

And living in a fallen world, the 
schools must do some things to educate and 
inform those who do not learn these things at 
home. 

I am personally willing to grant that. 
However, neither the government nor the 
schools are supposed to be the primary source 
of values. God created the home for that 

/. purpose. God gave the family that assignment. 
In erse 2 God declared that these 

spmtual values are to be passed on from father. 
to son to grandson. That happens in the home. 
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A C 
In verse 7, God commanded us to 

instill these spiritual values in our sons "when 
yo · n your house when you by 
the way and when you · do d when you 

That is, it is to happen in the home. 
During one of the basketball games on 

television this week, I saw commercial about 
Anfaree Hardaway, the rising young star of 
the Orlando Magic basketball team. gist 
of the commercial was that he didn't have a 
silver spoon in his mouth when he grew 
He grew up in the projects of Memphis. 
Thing:: were tough. He didn't make something 
out of his life because he had it easy. He made 
something out life because his mother 
and grandmother had taught him about life 
and those values had provided a foundation 
for him to stand on. 

The Bible says that it is God's plan for 
the family to be the transmitter of spiritual 
values. It is in the home where we are to learn 
about God. It is in the home where we are to 
learn about life. It is in the home where we 
are to learn how to relate to people. It is in the 
home where we are to learn how to relate to 
money. 

home is the place where spiritual 
are to be taught. 

How? 

How are we to transmit these values in 
the home? steps are 

To transmit values to our children we 
must first of all This is 
where God began · ve called on the 

and mothers of Israel to love the Lord 
with all their heart, soul, and might. Then, He 
concluded in these words, 
which I am commanding you today, shall be 
on your heart." - -
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cannot lead our children 
their lives to God unless and until we have 
first committed our own lives to God. 

We cannot teach our children wha · 
im ortant in life unless and until we have first 
become convicted about this ourselves. · 

Nothing can happen through us as 
parents until it first happens to us. 
things, the Bible says in 6, must first of 
all be in our hearts. 

I recently finished a biography of Bud 
Wilkinson, the famous coach of the Oklahoma 
Sooners. The book was written by his son, 
Jay. Jay described his father's faithful 
involvement in the church. But then he added 
this statement: "Besides being a visible 
churchman, Dad also practiced his faith 
privately." Many times, Jay would go into his 
mother and dad's room to say good night and 
find his dad kneeling next to the bed in prayer, 
his face in his hands. Part of the reason that 
Bud Wilkinson was able to transmit spiritual 
values his son Jay is that he was committed 
to these values himself. 

To transmit values to our children we 

we transmit our values to our children? es. 
But it places more importance on taking 

If 
advantage of the ea at open 
up in the ebb and flow of family life, when we 

our houses and al y the way, when 
we · d when w e u . 

Spiritual values are not transmitted by 
osmosis. The transmission of values does not 
happen automatically. We must wrap the 
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values around and examples and 
ex eriences which will provide a handle for 
our children to hold on to. 

Kenneth Taylor, who translated the 
Living Bible, tells of such an experience in his 
childhood. When he was just a 
child, someone brushed a Bible 
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place where all these values are spelled out. 
Consequently, about this subject there are 
many opinions today. As a place to start 

let me offer my list. These 
values we as parents need to pass on 

to o children! 
>> We -

off the living room table and 
onto the floor. He remembered 
how his father rushed over, 
picked it up, and gently put it 
back on the table. His father 

We need to teach our children, and demonstrate 
before them, the conviction that God is in charge 
and that, regardless of what is going on around us, 
we can still trust Him. 

need to 
communicate to 
our children that 

ls charge 

didn't say anything, but the 
concern on his face and the care with 
handled the Bible gave evidence of his deep 
re pect for the Word of God. Writing about 

at experience years later, Kenneth Taylor 
simply said, "I've never forgotten it." 

can remember, as our children grew 
up, many moments and many experiences 

--

hope in the process of 
their growing I have given them 
memories which, when they come to their 
mind, will communicate the things that are 
most important in life. 

ere are we to transmit spiritual 
values? In home. ow are we to transmit 
spiritual values? By what believe and by 
what e teach in word and deed. 

What? ,, 

The third question is the "what" 
question. What are the spirifual values we 
should pass from one generation to the other 
in the home? This is where the issue gets a 
little fuzzy. Our text does not spell out what 
these spiritual values are. When we look the 
Bible as a whole, we never find one specific 

and we can 

I'm not talking about the "name it and 
claim it" theology which implies that if we 
just have faith, we'll never have any problems. 
That's not faith. That's foolishness. Life is 
filled with pro lems for all of us, even 
Chr. . th . 1s e based on 
God's creation of the world, based on God's 
revelation in His Word, based on 
redemption through Christ, that behind the 
experiences of our lives, good and bad, God is 
working out His plan. 

We need to teach our children, and 
demonstrate before them, the conviction that 
God is in charge and that, regardless of what 
is going on around us, we can still trust Him 

> > We need to communicate to our 
children that a and we should 
embrace 

In euteronomy 30: 19-20, Moses said: 
before you ife and death, the 

blessing and the curse. So choose ife in order 
t you and your descendants, 

by loving the Lord your God, by obeying s 
voice, and holding fast to Hi . " 

Every day, we make choices which 
determine whether we will experience life or 
death, the blessing or the curse. The freedom 
to make these choices is what distinguishes us 
as human beings. 
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We need to teac our children, and 
before them, that life is full of 

choices and that wise choices lead to a fuller 
experience of life. 

> > We need to communicate to our 
chlldren that ls God's plan and we must 

Do you remember the little chorus we 
sang as children: 
"Jesus loves the little children, 
all the children of the world, 
red and yellow, black and white 
they are precious in His sight, 
Jesus loves the little children of the world." 

Unfortunately, we have not always 
practiced what we sang. Our tendency is to 
fear those who are different and to try to make 
them more like us. 

Who created us with different colors of 
skin? With different IQ's? With different 
personalities? \\Tith different genes? Goa did. 
He made us this way, and He loves us all. 

We need to teach our children, and 
demonstrate before them, that being different 
is all right. ariety is not to be stamped out. It 

to be allowed. It to be honored. 
> > We need to communicate to our 

children that ls a ommltment and 
we should lt 

One of the most discouraging 
experiences for a pastor is watching what 
happens to marriages. We are there at the 
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beginning. We see the flush of first love 
share the excitement as a young couple make 
plans for their new life together. But we are 
also there at the end of many marriages. We 
see love which has gone away. We share the 
pain as a one-flesh relationship called 
marriage is ripped apart. We see the children 

two allegiances and often 
hiding which comes from their 
conviction that they were the cause. 

to teach our children, and 
them, that commitment 

just the willingness to stick 
it out together, that commitment means the 
willingness to to marriage so 
that we to stick it out together. 

> > We need to communicate to our 
children that people important and 

ust love them. 
This is, according to Jesus, the 

distinguishing mark of the Christian. The 
world says, "Love things and use people." 
Jesus says, "Love people and use things." 

We need to teach our children, and 
demonstrate before them, that Jesus' way is 
better than the world's way. 

Co 

Ken Medema wrote a song about the 
church which begins like this: 

"If this is not a place, 
where tears are understood, 

then where shall I go to cry? 
And if this is not a place, 

where my spirit can take wings, 
then where shall I go to 

I want to paraphrase that song and 
apply it to the home: "If the home is not a 
place, where spiritual values are learned, 
where can we go?" 




