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THANK GOD FOR WOMEN! 

SCRIPTURE: 
Acts 16:12-15 & 40 

INTRO: ELIZABETH WAS THE FIRST TO GREET MARY AS THE 
MOTHER OF THE MESSIAH. MARY GAVE BIRTH TO THE 
CHRIST CHILD. ANNA DECLARED CHRIST TO BE THE PRO
MISED MESSIAH AT HIS PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE. 

MARY AND MARTHA OPENED THEIR HOME TO JESUS ON 
HIS MANY TRIPS TO CAPERNAUM. SALOME PROVIDED A GOD
LY ENVIRONMENT FOR HER APOSTLE SONS, JAMES AND 
JOHN . 

MARY MAGDALENE STAYED CLOSE THE CROSS AS 
MANY OF THE DISCIPLES FLED. SHE WAS THE FIRST TO 
WHOM THE RESURRECTED CHRIST APPEARED. MARY, THE 
MOTHER OF JOHN OPENED HER HOME TO EARLY 
CHRISTIANS FOR PRAYER. 

DORCAS WAS A FULL OF GOOD WORKS. 
PRISCILLA ENTERTAINED PAUL AT CORINTH AND BECAME A 
LEADER IN THE CHURCH THERE. PHEBE IS DESCRIBED BY 
PAUL AS "OUR SISTER, ••. A SERVANT O F T HE C HURC H . " 

EUNICE AND LOIS AS GRANDMOTHER AND MOTHER OF 
TIMOTHY PREPARED HIM FOR HIS SERVICE IN THE MINISTRY . 
EUODIAS AND SYNTYDE WERE BIBLE TEACHERS IN THE 
CHURCH AT PHILIP!. THANK GOD FOR WOMEN! WHERE 
WOULD THE CHURCH BE TODAY WITHOUT THEM ? 

THESE ARE ONLY A FEW OF THE MORE THAN 300 WOMEN 

MENTIONED I N THE BIBLE. 
ON THIS DAY WHEN WE FOCUS OUR ATTENTION ON 

TQGET HA-
, I HAVE CHOSEN LYDIA AS OUR CENTRAL FIGURE. HER'S 

IS A CHRISTIAN CHARACTER THAT CHALLENGES EVERYONE OF 
US! 

1WAS \ I OF PURPLE 
AND PROBABLY ONE MOST SUCCESSFUL AND 

WOMEN OF PHILIPPI. BUT MORE THAN THAT, 
• 

SHE A FTER TRUTH AND THUS 
CONVERT. I THE OLD KINGDOM OF LYDIA WAS THE REGION IN 



MINOR FROM WHICH HAD COME. IT HAD 
LARGE CITIES' EPHESUS I SMYRNA, SARDIS I PHILADELPHIA 
AND THYATIRA. THE MARKET, AS IT WAS CALLED, 
HAD ENJOYED FOR GENERATIONS A WIDE AND VALUABLE 
TRADE THROUGHOUT THE GRAECO-ROMAN WORLD. THIS 
WOMAN EVIDENTLY WAS SO CLOSELY ALLIED WITH HER OLD 
ENVIRONMENT OF LYDIA HER PERSONAL NAME WAS 
ACTUALLY THAT OF HER NATIVE PROVINCE . 

BECAUSE OF HER UNIQUE PLACE AS THE FIRST CHRISTIAN 
CONVERT IN EUROPE I LYDIA REMAINS A SACRED MEMORY I 
EVEN TODAY, ALMOST TWENTY CENTURIES SINCE SHE 
WALKED THE STREETS OF PHILIPPI SELLING HER 

(Deen , pp. 221-222). 
AS WE L K AT HER THE STRATEGIC PLACE SHE 

HOLDS IN THE HISTORYi F THE CHURCH WE SAY, "THANK 
GOD FOR WOMEN!" 

I 

THANK GOD FOR WOMEN: 

I . HO PRAY ---16:13 
--EXEGESIS : That river , modern and its banks 

offered peace and quiet away from the populous hi ll 
section of t he city. 

Here on the Sabbath, came Paul and his companion 
Silas. It can be that this little prayer group of 
whic h Lydi a was a me mber had asked for guidance, and 
Pa ul had been sent to t hem for a great purpose , because 
they were receptive to the truth. Though small i n number, 
they were strong in the Spirit of God, for they were women 
who prayed! (Deen, p. 223). 

--NOTE: We discover clearly the position of the Hebrew 
people in Phi lippi , in the fact that Paul found only wome n 
at the a ppointed place. There were not even ten Hebrews 
of e minence, or there would have been a synagogue. 
There was, however, a little group of women, recognizing 
their relation to God, gathered to the place of prayer in 
Philippi, the c e ntre of idolatry , under rule (Morgan , 
p. 381). 
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In that assembly of women Paul spoke, and that again 
is an a resting Paul was a Pharisee, who through the 
long years of his early life had daily repeated such words as 
these, 11 0 God, I thank Thee that I am neither Gentile, n r 
slave, nor woman . 11 The man who presently wrote, "In 
Christ there is neither Jew nor Gentile, bond nor free, male 
nor female/ a'. 

giving that He now abandoned 
the Pharisaic Gontempt for a woman. The apostle 

of Jesus Christ found no man in the place of prayer, but 
the old contempt had gone, and to the women assembled, he 
spoke. He dared to do so because the Gospel had changed 
his intellectual conception, and entirely transformed him. 
(Morgan, pp. 381-382). 

History has been by women who pray. 
Early in the last the Presbyterian minister at 

Darlington, Pennsylvania, out on his pastoral round, was 
riding his horse down a country lane. As he drew up before 
a humble cottage he heard the sound of a woman's voice 
lifted in earnest prayer. As he listened he heard this 
widowed mother, with her boys kneeling at her side, earnest- I 
ly entreating that he ,open a door for the educa-
tion of these boys, so that they might become good and use
ful men. 

The pastor dismounted and went in. to speak with the 
widow who had prayed so earnestly, and yet .note of 
sorrow in her voice. Struck with the alertness of one of 
these boys and touched by the woman's petitions, he took 
the boy with him to the old Stone Academy at Darlington, 
and there gave him the instruction for which his mother 
prayed. 

That boy, so handicapped in his birth, and for whom 
there seemed to be no opportunity, more young 
minds in America in the last century than any other man. 
He was William McGuffey, the author of the famous 
Eclectic Readers, which extraordinary circulation of 
a hundred million copies. (Tan, 1067). 

fop_ 
' 



II. 
--16:14 "Which worshiped God" Vine) 

revere, stressing the feeling of awe or devotion." 
--EXEGESIS: The outstanding woman among those gathered 

for prayer was thi s Lydia , a ile, 
who worshiped the one God of the Jews, while all 
about her the Gentiles were worshiping other gods . 

o er great to know better the wonders 
and powers of the one God, Lydia was in t hi s place of 
prayer on the Sabbath , (Deen, p. 22 3). 

Doubtless y y 1a no on y worshiped through prayer 
but also through her g ifts. After all the tithe was con
s idered an important part of worship. It was (and is) 
an avenue of expressing reverence and love for God. As 
an affluent and successful business woman her gifts were 
s izable. 

--NOTE: During the past 12 the undesignated 
budget gifts alone of the Senior Adult I Sunday school 
department (women age 70 and most of whom are 
w idows) has tota led 00+. J 

--NOTE: The has accepted the great and 
material contributions of women, but it has been stupid 
in failing to avail itself of their measureless resources 
for spiritual work. It has exploited women for money
making. Again and again, thousands of times over, 

have come to t he church with Paul's question on 
their lips, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?' The 
church has answered, "Bake a chocolate cake or make a 
quilt." We have taken the fine gold of women's de
votion and stamped it into a flat coin . (Luccock, p. 112). 

God grant that we value the giver more than the 
gift. For the gift is but one of many of the 
reverence wit h which a pe rson hold s God . · 

III. 0 SPOND TO THE TOUCH OF GOD 
--16: • .. whose heart t he Lord 
--EXEGESIS : The women listened to Paul as he ela ed his 

story of the of Jesus Christ which wa s now 
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spreading westward into Macedonia. As Lydia 
listened, the Lord opened her heart and she attended 
unto the things which were spoken of Paul ." What a 
fervency of spirit, what deep humility, 
foresight, what indomitable courage it took on Lydia's 
part to accept story of this new gospel. (Deen, p. 
2 2 3) • 

--NOTE: 14b "Whose ha t he Lord ope ned, that she 
attended unto the t hings which were spoken of Paul ." 

-trnre sequence of events here. 
The Lord opened Lydia's heart so that she gave attention 
to what Paul was saying . A experience 
resulted in a mental application. That is an aspect of 
religious experience which has often been absent. 
Generally people whose hearts have been moved are 
willing to give almost e verything but close attention. 

give shout; they will give 
sometimes they will give a dollar , or several dollars. 
But often they will not give what Lydia gave--attention, 
real heed to the message, so that they realize 
clearly what it means and involves for themselves and 
the world. Their religion remains an emotional dis
turbance. to use William James' phrase, 
"intellectual noncombatants." 

Often when the heart is opened nothing happens in the 
hea . Foggy, sentimental thinking has been 
taken as a mark of saintliness. 

Without really costly attention, the Christian reve
lation sort of jumble, which li1· e the "new" 
pq_f't~y,can be as intelligently as 

or l ike t he "new" can exhibited 
• ' 

upside down (Luccock, pp. 113-144). 
But Lydia made the o er s to God. She 

res onded h and h d and thus the tide of the 
gospel began to sweep westward. 

- - APPLY: would our church by 'f women did 
respond to the touch o f God? I wonder how many 

would be at the ra er-meeting in our church if there 



were only men there! I wonder how may would be 
st ffin our miss ion stations if there were only men! 
l sometimes think we men of the Church sho l 
utterly ashamed of ourselves for the way we leave so 
much of the work to the women! (McBride, p. 2). 

Of the 200 workers in our Sunday school, 120 or 
are women! Thank God for women who respond to 

6¼t I 

IV. 0 OBEY THE WILL OF GOD 
--16:lSa "And 
--NOTE: 

She made her decision to be a 
true Christian without hesitation. She did not think of 
how it might affect her business if she accepted this 
new faith. Her customers of the purple cloth or dye 
would probably have scoffed at the 
but Lydia did not wait to see. She put Christ first, 
and business afterward, and went forward and was 
baptized, as were members of her 

They respected the good judgment of Lydia and were 
willing to follow her lead, for they recognized in her 
the ability to choose the right and good course. 
(Deen, pp. 223-224). 

--ILL A missionary translator was endeavoring to find 
a word for "obedience" in the native language. This 
was a virtue seldom practiced among the people into 
whose language he wanted to translate the New Testa
ment. he returned home from the village one day, 
he whistled for his and it came running at full 
speed. An old native, seeing this, said admiringly in 
the native tongue, "Your dog is all ear," Immediately 
the missionary knew he had his word for obedience. 
(Tan, p. 910) 

Thank God for hear the voice of God and 

obey it! 
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V. HO ARE HOSPITABLE TO THE FAMILY OF GOD 
--16:lSb 
--EXEGESIS: She offered the hospitality of 

her to Pa ul and his ·friend s. · When Paul i s 
describing the Christian character he says that the 
Chri stian should be "given to hosp itality" (Romans 12.:13). 
When Peter is urg ing the Christian d uty upon his con
verts he tells them , 11 Use hospital ity to e ach 
and never grudge (I Peter 4:9) . A Christian home i s 
a home with a n ever-open door (Barclay, p . 133). 

--NOTE: Lydia ' constrained the apostle and his company 
to accept her hospitality, and the word "constrained" 
is peculiarly Luke ' s word. It only occurs in one other 
place in the New Testament, and that is in his Gos pe l, 
in that matchless story of the la st chapter , of t he two 
who wa lked to Emmaus; they "constrained II Je sus to 
stay with them. They said, The day is far spent, come 
in, and abide with us. They offered Him hospitality. 
So a house was opened to Jesus in Philippi Christ 
needs v nt in Philippi, on which He can 
stand, and proclaim Hi s truth, from which He can send 
Hi s messe ngers forth to city, and a ll the 
region beyond, for Himself. He finds a woman's heart, 
and a woman's home. The victory may not seem a very 
great But turn to the Philippian letter, and you 
will see the impact this victory had on the of 
the church (Morgan , p. 382). , 

DICKENS: 11 No one is useless in this world 
who lightens the burden of anyone else. 11 

- - ILL US: Mr s . Hudson, Breckenridge and meals . 

VI . WHO ARE COURAGEOUS IN THEIR LOYALTY TO GOD 
--16 :4o 
--NOTE: she had found the truth for which she had 

been searching, L was be-set w ith fears no longe r . 
She even opened her doors to Paul and Silas after they 
came out oLprison , where they had been sent when 
Pa ul had heal ed certain damsel possessed w it h a 
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spirit of divinat ion" (Acts 16:16). Paul had rescued 
this demented girl from men who had been exploiting 
her as a soothsayer for gain. He restored her to her 
right mind, and her masters were so furious over their 
lo s s of her earning s that they dragged Paul and Silas 
i nt o the m ket lace. There they lodged a complaint 
against and had them stripped, 
beaten, and cast into prison. 

But Paul and Silas, Christians that they 
were, prayed and sang in prison, and there followed a 
great earthquake, which opened prison doors loosed 
the hands of all who were imprisoned. The keeper of 
the prison was so moved at these wonders that he 
became a convert to the new faith inside the prison walls 
before Paul and Silas made their departure. 

After being released, they headed straight for Lydia I s 
house. Lights, we can imagine, never gleamed so 
brightly as they did that first night, when other new 
Christians, we can suppose, gathered to hear Paul 
and Silas tell that an earthquake had opened the doors 
of the prison. 

Lydia and her group had surely prayed for Paul and 
Silas. That door of Lydia I s house would always be 
open now to Christians, no matter how great their 
pe rsecut io ns or how great a risk she might run (E>een, 
pp. 2 2 5-22 6). >, 

Frederick the a scoffer, but his great 
general, Von Zealand I was a Christ · an. One day at a 
gathering, the king was making jokes about Jesus 
Christ and the whole place was ringing with guffaws. 

Von Zealand arose stiffly and said, "Sire, you know 
I have not feared death. I have fought and won 38 
battles for you. I am an old man; I shall soon have to 
go into the presence of One Greater than thou, the 
mighty God who saved me from my sin, the Lord Jesus 
Christ whom you are blaspheming against. I salute 
thee, sire, as an old man, who loves his Savior, on the 
edge of eternity. 

With trembling voice, Frederick replied: "General 



Von Zeala.nd , I beg your pardon. I beg your pardon ! 
I beg yo ur pardon!" 

The company silently dispersed p . 282). 
IZ> 

her home was a haven for Christians and 
because she became a great spiritual leader who helped 
Paul spread the gospel, it would never die on 
these new shores . Later Paul wrote his Epistle to the 
Pnilippians, who were the same 1 ittle band Lydia had 
helped to organize . And he said, 11 ! my God upon 

I 
every remembrance of 

Lydia, the first to be converted , the first to be baptized , 
t he first to open her house at Philippi, was among the 

receptive to Paul's Epistle to the Philippians (Deen, 
p. 22 6). 

Look at Europe today. Think of Blot 
out the temples erected to the worship of Christ, and what 
remains? Go into her gallerie,g. and destroy the 
paintings inspired by the Christian and what wi ll 
be left? Go into her h of mu ic, and destroy all that 
is inspired by the story of the Messiah, and how much is 
left that is worth while? Examine her lit r ure, and 
destroy all that has been made possible, and inspired by 
the Christian move ment, and what will abide gos 
that made these things possible in Europe was first accepted 
by Lydia. (Morgan, pp. 396 - 297). 

She ever stand among the immortal women of the 
Bible , for she picked up that first Paul at 
Philippi and carried it steadfastly. She wa of many 
to spread the gospel of Jesus C hrist through Europe 
then farther and farther westward until at last it reached 
the shores of our nation. 

Thank God for Women ! 
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