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SCRIPTURE: 

I. 

Often, when we attempt something good ... and it is not well 
received •.. we thi that it be nice to live an UNLISTED 

To remove ourselves from the arena eliminate 
many tears ... but it would remove us from e pl ace a£ 
of d of victo y. 

Deut. 30:19 "I call heaven and earth to record this day against 
you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and 
cursing : therfore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may 
live:" 

WE MUST CHOOSE! It is not optional, life forces us to CHOOSE ... 
The refusal to choose, is itself, a O we is 
determinative. 

THIS YEAR, CHOOSE TO W Acts 17: 28 "For in him we live, and 
move, and have our being;" 

TO BE a · faith in Jesus, His Son, Whose 
birth we have BE Christ 
you can, in every way you can, always seeking TO BE ... BE 

r-:t 
More about Jesus would I know, 
More of his grace to others show; 

Don't be selfish; to More of his saving fullness see, 
impression on others. Be humble, More of his love who died for me. 

hinking of others as better than yourself. 
Don't just think about your own affairs, More about Jesus let me learn, 

be interested in others, too, and in what More of his holy will discern; 
hey are doing. Spirit of God, my teacher be, 

Your attitude should be the kind that Showing the things of Christ to me. 
shown us by Jesus Christ, 6 who, ' 

he was God, did not demand and , More, more about Jesus, 
:ling to his rights as God, 7 More, more about Jesus; 

· More of his saving fullness see, 
More of his love who died for me. 

II. THIS YEAR, CHOOSE TO KNOW! 22:14 "And he The God of 
our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou know 

'' 
$i. 

I THIS YEAR, CHOOSE TO 15: 14 "Ye are my friends, if y 
® whatsoever I command 'l"'O can, with 

you have, where you are 1 .. is the GREAT CHOICE! TO DO 
t hing.. . -su GI ING. . . BEGIN with the ear 

DO anything hard work .•. that is. •• 

work hard! '' -l-.1 4---!l:,c,>r;f; · 

IV. HIS YEAR, CHOOSE TOD ! 11:25 "Choosing rather 
to suffer affliction with the peop e of God, than to 
pleasures of sin for a DO WITHOUT those things which 
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the body tobacco and wrong foods ... etc. DO 
WITHOUT those things tha 
which can be summed up: " ... come after me, DENY SELF , 
take up a cross and follow ... " (Matt. 16: 24) 
DO WITHOUT SELFISHNESS. . . 

Try giving yourself away ... to others ... 
for others ... 

v. YEAR, Joshua "And if it seem evil 
unto you to serve the Lord, choose you ye 
will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that 
were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, 

will serve the Lord." 
-

CON: "If this were only yesterday... 
And I could live anew ... 
So many things, I'd leave undone... -

others I would do.'' 
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ha:d to some 
. He be<;;n childhood by what was 

then tile paralysis. H operated a modest 
a street comer, frequented by 

ar , from a nearb· office building. His 
, nd made detour a block 

or so to his papers. 
his doctor in September, 

12 he learned of a young eighteen-year-old girl who had 
been badly in a motorcycle accident. Theri 
seem ·d littl 10pe for her · sive 
skin grafting. Billy wanted to help and the 
from his withered leg. The doctors discouraged him, but 
he was not to be denied the chance to do something for 
someone else. 

bit lanted skin from the 
the portions of e young lady's body. 

She and became a and mother. 
For a time to satisfactory pro 

ress, then the healing process stopped. Gan rene had set 
in and am utation of the leg seemed necessary. 
operation seemed successful, only to neumonia 
develop. His doctor sat by his bed to have a heart-to-heart 
talk. to tell me I won't get said the 
weakened newsboy. wouldn't before it 
all started. But 'Ou know fiie first f 11 

people of Gary. Thousands 
ha come to and always smiling, always 
cheerful Billy, had become a his 

were planned for the 
• , but to fifteen thousand 

people came, it was to the street. 
casket placed on tl1e first motorized fire truck. 
S pulpit, tl1 the 
text , h 1" : hi 



there is a granite marker on the of the 
Memorial Auditorium surrounded by flower beds and 
shrubbery. On it is indelibly engraved the words: 

memory of 

a newsboy 
gave bis life 

another 
might 

Billy Rugh was one of those ordinary persons 
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INTRO: tried to call a friend, only to discover that her 

was an UNLISTED number. 

Often, when we attempt something good . .. and it is not well 
received •. . we think that it mi ht be nice to live an UNLISTED 
LIFE! °"' 
To remove ourselves from the arena of struggle would eliminate 
many tears •• . but it would remove us from the place of service , 
of duty, of victory. 

SCRIPTURE: neut. 30:19 " I call heaven and earth to record this against 
you, t hat I have set before you life and death, blessing and 
cursing: therfore choose life , that both thou and thy seed may 
live:" 

WE MUST CHOOSE! It is not optional , life forces us to CHOOSE ... 
The refusal to choose, is itself, a HOW we CHOOSE is 
determinati ve. 

I. IS YEAR, TO Acts 1 7 : 2 8 "For in him we live, and 
move, and have our bei ng;" 

I 

a hil G through faith in Jesus, His Son, Whose 
we have celebrated ./ TO BE as much like this 

you can, in every way you can, a l ways seeking TO BE . . . BE 

More about Jesus would I know, 
More of his grace to others show; 
Mor e of his saving fullness see, 
More of his love who died for me. 

More about Jesus let me learn, 
More of his holy will discern; 
Spirit of God, my teacher be, 
Showing the things of Christ to me . 

More, more about Jesus, 
More, more about Jesus ; 
More of his saving fullness see, 
More of his love who died for me. 

II . THIS YEAR, CHOOSE TO KNOW! Acts 22:14 "And he The 
=,;5._ hath t hee, that t hou know 
-..:.... a see ear 

,e4-Jfa-:-.-
THIS YEAR, CHOOSE TO DO! John 15:14 "Ye are my friends , if y 

whatsoever I you." TO DO he ES you can, with 
what you have , where you are ••• is the GREAT TO DO any
thing ... re-su oses a BEGINNING .. . BEGIN with the 
TO DO anything requires hard work .•• that is ..• •• 

hard! ......,......, 

IV. THIS YEAR, CHOOSE TO DO UT! Heb. 11:25 "Choosing rather 
to suffer affliction wi th the people of God . than to 
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destroy the tobacco and wrong foods ..• etc. DO 
WITHOUT those things that destroy your U L LIFE · .• 
which can be s ummed up: " .• . come after me, DENY SELF , 
take up a cross and follow ... " (Matt. 16:24) 
DO WITHOUT SELFISHNESS ... 

Try giving yourself away .•• to others .•. . J- . for others.. . . 

THIS YEAR, CHOOSE W1'lJ Joshua 24:15 "And if it seem evil 
unto you to serve the Lord, choose you ye 
will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that 
were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord." 

CON: "If this were only yesterday . • . 
And I could live anew ... 
So many things, I'd leave undone • •. 
And others I would do." 
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' · : · :: ·. Ft, time in 
childhood by what was 

then paralysis. He operated a modest 
a street comer, frequented by 

from a building. His 
fo sn ile made detour a block . 
or to his papers. 

with his doctor in September, 
he learned of oung eighteen-year-old girl who had j 

I 
I been badly burned in a motorcycle accident. 

seemed hope for her to use extensive 
skin grafting. Billy anted to help and offered the 
from his withered leg. The doctors discouraged him, but 
he was not to be denied the chance to do something for 
someone else. 

bit skilled skin from the 
the portions of the young lady's body. 

She a wife and mother. 
For a time to be making satisfactory prog

ress, then the healing process stopped. Gan set 
in and of the leg seemed necessary. This 
operation seemed successful, only to neurnonia 
develop. His doctor sat by his bed to have a heart-to-heart 
talk. "You to tell me I won't get well," said the 

newsboy. LJ?.robably wouldn't before it 
all started. But know first fell 
die so someone else could live. going to die happy 

r 1912 Ru h 
to be with the loved ones and friends who had gone on 
before. 

death saddened the people of Gary. Thousands 
had come to and the smiling, always 
cheerful who had become a landmark at his down
town Funeral services planned for the 

c , but to fifteen thous n 
it to the street. The 

c the cit motorized fire truck. 
f pulpit, the 

thers : 



there is a granite marker on the iawn of the 
Auditorium surrounded by flower beds and 

shrubbery. On it is indelibly engraved the words: 

In memory of 
BILLY RUGH, 

a newsboy 
gave bis 

that another 
mightliv:::J 

Billy Rugh was one of those ordinary persons 

in whose life you could find God. 



You Must Choose 
Deuteronomy 30:19 

Sardis Baptist Church 
January 4, 2015 

To remove ourselves from the area of struggle would 
remove us from the place of service, of duty and of 

victory. 

I. This Year Choose to BE 
-- Acts 17:28 "For in Him we live, and move, and have our 

being. 11 

1. Choose to be a child of God Phil. 2:3-4 
2. Choose to be like Christ- Ephesians 4:32 

II. This Year Choose to KNOW 
--Acts 22:14 "And he said, 'The God of our fathers has 

chosen you, that you should know His will."' 
> Even when you make a wrong choice in seeking God's 

will, He will be with you. 

III. This Year Choose to DO 
-- John 15:14 "You are my friends, if you do whatsoever I 

command you. 11 

1. Choose to be the very best you can with what you have 
and where you are. 

2. Choose to work hard Ecclesiastes 9: 10 

IV This Year Choose to DO WITHOUT 
- Hebrews 11 :25 "Choosing rather to suffer affliction with 

the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin 
for a season. " 

V. This Year Choose NOW 
-Joshua24:15 "Choose you THIS DAY whom you will 
serve. 




