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I 
Scripture: Deut.1 8:9-13 

'17 · 
ntro: f the The Exorcist, continues at its present 

level of success it has every chance of becoming the most 
widely viewed movie in the world as well as the first billion 
dollar producer. During its week it grossed $2,000,000. 
Newsweek, average 9 a day faint ... 

The movie is based on William Peter Blatty' s book, The 
Exorcist, which relates a reported experience in 1949 of a 
demon-possessed 14 year old boy living in Mt. Ranier, 
Maryland, adjacent to Washington, D. C. Blatty was a 
student at Georgetown University at that t ime and attended 
a series of lectures by a Jesuit R.C . priest, Franci s Galiger, 
who centered his lectures on a case s tudy of this 14 year 
old boy. 

Phillip Hannon, now in Orleans, was in the 
Washington diocese when the exorcism of the boy was 
originally performed. The archbishop contends that Blatty 
has committed a real travisty with the historical facts of the 
case of the exorcism. In fact Blatty recently in a radio 
interview stated that the movie had not been based exclusivel1 
on the incident of the 14 year old boy but that bits and pieces 
of many other alleged incidents had been added. 

Dr. Richard Evans, a social psychologist of the University 
of Houston, said on Wednesday, January 30 of this year, 
that it is a pity that long lines are formed to see the base 
instead of that which is uplifting and character building. 

But what is the plot of the film. In his adaptation, Blatty 
changes the 14 year old boy to a 12 year old girl named 
Ragan. She is the daughter of a movie actress who i s making 
a film on the campus of Georgetown University. 

In the rush of the actress' busy sched ule her young daughter 
begins to have unusual symptoms. She has been playing with 
a ouija board. In the house which they are renting 
unusual things begin to occur. Ragan i s awakened at night 
by the moving of her bed. The mother hears sounds in the 
attic. Gradually and dramatically the plot begins to t hicken. 

Finally Ragan is assumed to be ill . She is taken to a score 
of physicians who give her all kinds of tests for brain injury, 
etc. They can find nothing wrong. She is then taken to the 



psychiatric community. Here batteries of tests to show 
any basic problems . 

In the meantime her facial features begin to distort. Her 
expressions are not that of a 12 year old girl and it i s appar-
ent that something awful indeed is happening. 

AR. C. priest has returned from the Middle East knowing 
that he is going to be needed for exorcism. Later he dies 
with a heart attack. 

A second R. C. priest, a young man , feels that now it is 
his duty to cast out the demon. 

Ragan' s mother by this time is understandably distraught. 
She seeks the help of the priest. As the ancient of 
exorcism of the R. C. church is pronounced, the demonic 
also heightens his expressions of violence, ugliness, 
sacrilege and hate. 

At the conclusion the young priest in frustration and rage 
invites the demon into himself and commit s suicide by 
hurling himself thru the window. 

Why has this film raised such a furor? One pastor recently 
said from his pulpit, "I would recommend that no one see the 
film for the following reasons . 
" 1. It is filthy in language, in bloody scenes and in th e 
portrayal of evil which i s unspeakable. 
" 2 . The · mpact on all viewers, particularly children, will 
not be one from whose negative effects the subconscious 
mind will probably ever be permanently free. 
" 3. It can greatly contribute to the intensifying of neurotic 
tendencies in people who are inclined to be neurotic . " 

The masses, who are not familiar with Bi blical demonology, 
may argue that to view the film is to face "reality." Experi
ence indicates and Scripture warns against overexposure to 
reality. Freezing weather is reality. But you are not wise 
to overexpose yourself or your children to 50 below 0 
weather. Likewise wise and prudent parents will offer 
spiritual and moral protection to themselves and their 
children. 

Have I viewed the movie? I have not. But I have preson
ally interviewed an educator who saw the film. I have lis
tened to a lecture by a Professor of Phil. who vi ewed the 
film, an address delivered by another who also saw the 
movie and still another who read the book. Reviews and 



critiques of both the book and the film abound in such 
as Newsweek, Time, The National Observer, 

The Christian Science Monitor and Christianity Today. 
I have not chosen to preach on this subject to be sensationa 

or to draw a crowd. I have chosen to preach on this subject 
because of the many questions that have come to me concern
ing this film, both from church members and our local news
paper, and because of a personal conviction that this is one 
of those rare occasions on which I would be derelict of my 
responsibility should I remain silent for I am convinced that 
no one will be better for seen the movie. 

I shall address myself to 3 things about the movie, 
The Exorcist: 

1. The Truths 
2. The Falsehoods 
3. The Facts ' 

I. TRUTHS 
1. Satan Is Real - ' 'tit) 
--Luke 10:18 (Jesus) "I beheld 

from heaven." Christ took Satan seriously. 
--Note: Merrill F. Unger, Biblical Demonology (19 52) 

35 . "The Bible doctrine of a personal devil and 
demons has met with a great storm of skepticism in 
recent years. Many, in a boosted age of science and 
enlightenment, dismiss the Biblical claim." 

--Apply: But the movie, The Exorcist, has reaffirmed the 
fact that Satan is real -- he is alive and well. It has 
confronted a much broader spectrum of society with 
this fact than has ever faced it before. 

--The Bible says that Satan is a person, he is real. It 
says he walks, talks, lies, flatters, kills, 
afflicts, influences , destroys, sows discord in the 
church and false doctrines in the world. He is a 
c reated being who chose to rebell against God (Isa. 
14:12-15). The Bible teaches that Satan is a real and 
powerful person and The Exorcist dramatizes this truth. 

2. Demons Do Exist 
--Note: N. T. Greek makes clear that there is one devil 

but many demons. 
--Mark. 5:11-14 tells of a man out of whom Christ cast 

to completely possess and destroy a herd of 
2,000 swine! 



--Unger, Biblical Demonology, p. 15: The Bible presents 
Satan as a king with a kingdom (Matt. 12:26) , a portion 
of which consists of demons (Matt. 12 :24) . There is 
nothing concerning the origin of 
it seems there is enough evidence to conclude that 
demons were (as Satan) created sinless as subjects of 
Satan and that he drew them after him in his pride and 
defection from God (II Peter 2 :4 and Jude 1 :6). They 
now do his work . 

3. The Believer Is Vested Authority to Win Over 
Evil Forces 

--I John 4:4b You "have overcome them: because greater 
is he that is in you, he that is in the world." 

--Illus: Disciples (70) given power to cast out demons 
(Luke 10). Jesus cast out demons on at least 5 
occasions. Paul 2 times. Philip, Acts 8 :7 

--Apply: The real battles with Satan are seldom fought 
in the depths of demon possession, but in the face of 
daily temptations . If you are a Christian, there is 
within you (I John 4:4) the power to so live as to win 
over the evil one ! 

II • THE FALSE O 
1. Physical Things Are All Important in the Battle With 

Evil 
--Note: One comes away from the movie feel_ing that the 

battle ground on which warfare with evil is fought is 
not the soul, the spirit and the will but in physical 
things. Moving beds, flying furniture, etc. All 
a part of the simulated spook show that Hollywood 
intended it to be. 

--Ep. 6:12 warns that the battle is not with things 
even "flesh and blood, 11 but "against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places." 

--Note: The movie also implies that divine power is 
invested in such physical objects as crucifixes and 
holy water. Similiar misconceptions are also seen in 
prayer· cloths, oil, bread and wine at the Lord's 
supper and baptismal water. 

--Apply: Sp. battles are not fought bottles and 
baptistries but by blood of Jesus Christ, the 



Word of God, and saving faith in the human heart. 
2. The Institutional Church Has a Monopoly on Divine 

Power 
--Note: The healing of Ragan seems to be available onl y 

through a priest and a certain church. According to 
ChristianityToday, the family of the 14 year old boy 
in Maryland was denied the rite of exorcism until they 
left the Lutheran Church and joi ned the R. C. Church. 

--Matt. 10:8 the sick, cleanse the lepers , raise 
the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, 
freely give." -3 . Man Is His Own Saviour 

--Note: The impression is left that the real hero i s the 
priest and not Jesus Christ himself. Heroically the 
young priest invites the demon to enter him and thus · I 

dies violently. The apparent conclusion is that the 
priest and not Chri st is the real Saviour! 

Christ may use a human_instrument but he alone i s 
the Saviour. 

4. A Person Can Be Possessed Against His Own Will 
--Note: There seems, at first, to be the suggestion that 

demons have the ability to take over whoe ver t hey will 
whenever they want against the wi ll of the individual. 

--B. H. The exorcism portrayed by Blatty is a theological 
impossibility, not because the devil d oes not exist 
and not because demons do not invade the human 
personality but because God does not force himself 
on the will of man. It would be meaningless and 
irrational to s uppose that the divine has given to the 
demonic the power which the divine · has not reserved 
for Himself. ··· 

For a person to become possessed he must willingly 
cooperate to some degree with Sa tan. An innocent 
c hild be possessed. One grave danger of a 
film as thi s i s falsehoods about demon 
po ssession produce. (A mother in La. drowned 
children because .she felt they were demon 

Dominican Father Richard Wood of Chicago• s 
Loyola U . an expert in occultism (1'ime) said 
he has alre ady dealt with 23 c a s es of people who 
thought they were pos s e ssed a s a result of 
reading The Exorci s t .. 



--Illus: Naughty children in V. B .S. having hands laid 
on them to cast out demons. Bill Hendricks suggests 
they wer their hands on the wrong place for the 
wrong reason! 

Cor. 10:13 God will not allow you to be tempted 
beyond the ability of your will to resist and win. 

III. FACT T 
1. Possession Follows a Turning Away From God Rather 

Than to God for Fulfillment of Human Need 
- -Note: Evil is not an i · · a t passing fad or some 

trivial problem. Any sincere effort to find 
direction for your life outside of God is serious . This 
includes ouija boards, fortune telling , seances , tea 
leaves, black magic, witchcraft, demonism , Satan 
worship, spiritism, occultism as well as daily 
horoscopes. You are to look only to the H. S . and 
the wi ll of God for direction of your life. ;-y. 

2. There Is a Difference Between Demon Possession and 
Disease 

--Mark 1 :32 & 34 Jesus makes a difference at even , 
when the s un did set, they brought unto hi m all that 
were di seased, and them tha t were posse s sed with 
devils. And he healed many that were sick of divers 
diseases, and cast out many devils ... " 

--Mark 7:32-35 Jesus heals a deaf man without c a sting 
out an evil spirit. 

--Mark 9:25-26 Jesus heals a deaf man only by casting 
out a "d umb and deaf spirit." 
There Is a Difference Between Demon Possession and 
Demon Oppression and Influenc,e 

A Christian cannot be demon possessed. But he 
can be influenced, frustrated and oppressed . 

--I Thess. 2 :18 (Paul) "We would have come unto you 
but HINDERED US! " 

4. Satan's Most Used and Most Effective Tool Is Not 
but 

--Sex, liquor, pride,jealousy, greed , and hate. 
battle for human heart is not portrayed. The movie 
jumps from innocence to possession. Thi s never 
happens ! Satan's most effective work is done 
gradually thru 



5. Exorcism Is Impossible Apart From Personal Faith In 
Jesus Christ 

--Note: The most glaring falsehood of this movie is 
exorcism being successful while requiring no decision 
on Ragan' s part to place her faith in Christ as her 
personal Saviour. It is personal faith that redeems and 
not magical words spoken or deeds done by another. 

6. The Christian Has Many Tools Available With Which 
to Defeat Satan 

--Note: Holy Spirit, Christ in you, Word of God, 
--Eph . 6:14-18 (READ) Truth, Righteousness, Gospel, 

Faith, Salvation, prayer. 
7. The Ultimate Triumph of Righteousness 
--Note: In The Exorcist the devil delivers th 

, I • 
with the death of the young pnest But the. act 1s, 

--I John 3:8 "For this purpose the Son of God was 
manifest, that He might destroy the works of the devil! 11 

--Apply: The Christian's joyful testimony is, "Thanks 
be unto God, who giveth us the victory thru our Lord 
Jesus Christ" (ICor. 15:57). 

CON: (B. H .) Blatty' s devi l is rather fierce. , 
Theologically he is a cream puff and an impossibility. His 
devi l will make a lot of money, but I take him at 
all too seriously nor would I be threatened by what he is able 
to do to men who are unwilling to cooperate with him. · 

At the same time we do believe that Satan is personal and 
that the demonic can invade the scene. 

This week a newspaper reporter me if Baptists have a 
rite of exorcism as some other faiths do. I answered that we 
do not. if I come to you and claim to be possessed" 
the question arose. I answered, "I would introduce you to 
Jesus Christ and ask him to deliver you and save you." 

For any person here today who is willing to give himself 
to Jesus, there is no need for an exorcist for Jesus Christ is 
this and far more ! 

Jerold R. McBride 
First Baptist Church 
San Angelo, Texas 
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