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GOD'S WAR ON POVERTY 

SCB JPTURE : Amos 6:1-14 (READ 6:1- 6 

IN~ : POVERTY DRUNKENNESS, OVERWORK, 

I. 

ST ARV A TION, EVICTION FROM HOMES AND CRIMES 
AGAINST THE LESS FORTUNATE ARE NOT EVEN TO 
BE CONSIDERED BY THE RELIGION OF MANY. 

IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN TRUE THAT MEN AND 
WOMEN WHO LIVE WELL TEND TO THINK OF THEM
SELVES AS SUPERIOR TO THE POOR AND TO LESS 
FORTUNATE WHO ARE ON THE POINT OF STAR
VATION. SUCH WAS THE CASE OF ISRAEL TO 
WHOM AMOS SPOKE. 

AS AN OFFICIAL SPOKESMAN FOR GOD, AMOS 
DECLARED "GOD'S WAR ON POVERTY." 

TH 
- - 'Amos 6 :1-14 
--Exegesis : The prophet voices another woe upon the 

nation I s prominent citizens who were content with 
the existing state of affairs, who believed in no 
divine judgm ent and who revelled in their riches 

1 with no concern for the poor of the land . 'The pro
phet~ rel'l"- addresses himself to 4 existing condi
tions which provoke God I s war on poverty. 

1. Wasteful Extravagance 
--vs . 1 (L . P . ) "Woe to those lounging in luxury 

at Jerusalem and Samaria , so famous and 
popular among the people of Israel." 

- -Exege.s.is: The prophet poured a volley of 
withering fire upon the people when he 
accused them of living in plenty , wasting 
valuable things, lolling about in extrava
gance while thousands suffered around them. 

{l) Which is made possible by the suppression 
of others. 

y 



--Exege~u, : The .real injustice which Amos 
saw was NOT that the rich were enjoying 
lite. Rather , he spoke out against their 
wasteful extravagance and their selfish 
indulgence AT THE EXPENSE of the less 
fortunate who were paying for these 
indulgences of the rich. 

(2} Which misinterprets the purpose of blessing 
2. Smug Security 

--vss. 2-3 (L. P.} 11 Go over to Calneh and see what 
happened there ; then go to great Hamath and 
down to Gath in the Philistines' l a.nd. Once they 
were better and greater than you , but look at 
them now. You push away all thought of punish
ment awaiting you , but by your deeds you bring 
the Day of Judgment near . 11 

(1) Which ignores the facts of history 
- -vs. 2 
- -ILLUS· Reasons for the decline and fall 

of the Rom an E m pire as listed by Wayne 
Dehaney in Challenges to the Cross. (l} 
Steady increase in sexual imm orality , 
divorce, and the breaking of the Roman 
home. (2} Higher and higher taxes , until 
the load became unbearable , while 
officials of the Empire continued to spend 
public funds with reckless indifference. 
(3) A mad desire for excitement, leading 
to all sorts of moral extravagances which 
finally engulfed t.he Empire and destroyed 
it. (4} An increased political pressure fo1 
armaments with blind disregard for the 
destructive element building up inside the 
Empire . (5} A decline in religion and a 

\ withholding of support from character
I building instutions. 

(2} Which is oblivious to the dangers which 

surround 



--Exegesis ~ (Yates , Jr.) Amos recogniz
ed a relaxed atmosphere in the affairs 
on "Capitol Hill" in Samaria. The lead
ing citizens lived a life of contentme nt 
and tranquility, oblivious to all that was 
going on about them. They were so 
11at ease" as to be insensible to the real 
dangers which surrounded them. They 
were so wrapped up in their newly
acquired luxuries that they were blind 
to their com ing destruction . 

3. Heartless Indifference 
--vss. 4·,.i7 w.i.~..- & then L.P. 6b 11 Caring 

nothing at all that your brothers need 
your help! 11 

-- E xe gesis: (Yates, Sr.) Israel is in a 
state of moral collapse. The rich who 
have fine homes , delicate food , and plenty 
of wine are utterly indifferent to the cries, 
the groans, the poverty and rights of poor 
people. 

(1) Which is calloused toward the needs of 
others 

--Exe esis: Why should they worry about 
such insignificant matters? They can 
talk learnedly of art, commerce , busi
ness, patriotism, religion and politics , 
but not the Slightest concern is felt or 
expressed for the needs of the down
trodden. 

- -ILL S· Amos illustrated their calloused 
attitude by pointing out 5 vivid pictures 
of their excessive indulgence. i.e . vss. 
4- 6 -- extravagant furniture, delicate 
food , idle songs , drinking habits, and 
wasteful use of fine oils . ------

(2) Which thin~ only of ones own "rights. 11 

--Exe esis: "Was it not their 11 right 11 to 
spend their money in this way if they 
pleased? 11 
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- -ILLUS.:. (John Bright} "Wherever men 
who have known of righteousness can 
speak. only of their right to crowd for 
what they can get; wherever men who 
have known of C,hristian brotherhood 
behave as if they believe in favored races, 1 

(or economic groups}; "wherever men 
who have heard a higher calling grow 
soft in the enjoyment of the ease that mone~ 
can buy--there is a so~ci~ty under judg
ment. 11 

4. Go_dle_s s e.. 
- -vs s. 8-14 (L. P. READ vs. 8 "Jehovah, the Lord 

God of Hosts, has sworn by His own name, "I 
despise the pride and false glory of Israel, and 
hate their beautiful homes. I will turn over this 
city and everything in it to her enemies. 111 

--Exegesis ~ (Yates, Jr.} Israel's 'mistake r-I 
sense of security ... , her negligent thoughtless
ness as to the certainty of the Day of the Lord, 
and her heartless indifference to the inequalities 
of life were clear evidences of this pride!" 

\ 

(1) On which God I s judgment falls 
--vss. 9-11 

Exegesis '. After the city is taken (vs. 8 ) 
a epidemic of such intensity would come 
that of ten men ' remaining, all would die 
(vs. 9). So severe will be the judgment 
that men (vs. 10} will even fear to mention 
the name of the Lord. 

(2} Which is absurd 
--vss. 12-13 (L. P.} 11 Can horses run on 

rocks? Can oxen plow the sea? Stupid 
even to ask, but no m o re stupid than what 
you do when you m ake a mockery of 
justice, and corrupt and sour all that 
should be good and right. 11 

11And just as stupid is your re j oicing rn 
how GREAT you are , when you are less 
than nothing! And priding yrurselves on 
your own tiny power. 11 



II. 

- -Exegesis : Absurd because (1) of t h e way 
you have gotten what you have (vs . 12); 
(2) of what you are. 

--Amos 5:7-26 ( ........... --- ---~~ 
see a mighty flood of justice--a torrent of 
doing good. '' 

-- Brid ge Sentence: Having seen those factors 
which provoke God I s war on poverty let us 
view those instruments which He will use in 
his war on proverty. 

1. Compassion 

I 

--2:6b-7a (L. ). ) "They sold into slavery the 
poor who can't repay their debts; they 
trade them for a pair of shoes. They 
trample the poor in the dust and kick aside 
the meek." 

- -Exe esis: Israel would never see the elimin a
tion of the inexcusable poverty of masses so 
long as she refused to employ the instrument 
of compassion. 

(1) Which expresses a genuine concern 
--Proverbs 29:7 ''The righteous considereth 

the cause of the poor: but the wicked re
gardeth not to know it . " 

(2) 

- -ILLUS: Dr. George Truett & overc oat to 
needymen- -his home placed in wife I s 
name. 

--_ll., L,~ Example of insincere expression 
of concernr Absolam , "Oh that I were 
made judge in Israel, I would do you 
justice!" Current political grandstand 
programs. 

Which makes us mindful of the grace of 
God 

- -Al>k ¥:P _ ;(.; "Why are they poor and 
not!?" 
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2. Justice 
--vs. 5:15 "Hate evil, & love good, & establish 

JUSTICE in the gate. 11 

--~ si,s: Amos is a prophet of social justice. 
He is extolling the responsibility which all men 
have under God , to provide justice for all men 
no matter what their status . He is no leader of 
mobs seeking their rights . He is a preacher 
who dares to point out that we are perfectly 
capable of "doing justly" if we decide to 
do so. 

{l) Which i 9 more than legal conformity 
- -vs s. 5 :7 (L.:P.) " Oh evil men, you make 

"justice II a bitter pill for the poor & 
oppressed. "Righteousness" & "fair 
play" are meaningless fictions to you! 

- -ILLUS: An example of their twisting the 
lay.r , making "justice a bitter pill for the 
poor" is given in verse 11. {L. P.) 11 You 
trample the poor & stea l their smallest 
crumb by all your taxes, fines, & usury 
{interest). 11 

(2) Which dares to speak the truth 
--vs. 5:10 {L.P.) 11 How you hate honest 

judge..s !~ How you despise people who tell 
the truth! 11 

--):Ll,Jl,S : Naboth & Jezebel 
{3) Which is v oid of selfish interest 

--vs . 5:12b {L.P.) . 11,Y.ou ar_e the enemies of 
everything good; you take bribes & refuse 
justice to the poor. 11 

- - Rq,T,E: God wants more than legalistic 
fulfillment of the letter of laws. He wants 
a basic commitment to being just, honest, 
fair and right to EVERY person , because 
that is what God is & that is what He 

, '°"" insists His people be! 
3. Consistency . 

--5:25-26a {L. P.) "You sacrificed to me for forty 
years while you were in the desert, Israel- -but 
always your real interest has been in your 
heathern gods. 11 



III. 

> 

1. 

(1) Between profession & practice 
--James 2:14-16 "What doth it profit, my 

brethren, though a man say he hath faith , 
and have not w o rks?· can faith save him? 
If a brother or sister be naked, and 
destitute of daily food, And one of you 
say unto them, Depart in peace , be ye 
warmed and filled; not-withstanding ye 
give them not those things which are 
needful to the body; what doth it profit? 11 

(2) Between our lives & the Christ we proclaim 
--Luke 4:18 11 The Spirit of the Lord is up

on me, because he hath anointed me to 
preach the gospel to the poor; he hath 
sent me to heal the borkenhearted, to 
preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of siglit to the blind, to set 
at liberty them that are bruised . " 

--Luke 6:20 11And he lifted up his eyes on 
his disciples & said, Blessed be ye poor; 
for yours is the Kingdom of God. 11 

--James 2:5 "Hearken , my beloved 
brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor 
of this world .rich in faith , and heirs of 
the kingdom which he hath promised to 
them that love him? 11 

~!!:!i!iill911iit:~ !:!:'::::=,n;!::!t~e==:o:!::c::.e=----.: I:-:Ia.ving seen what provokes 
declare war on such needless proverty & the instru
ments which He chooses to use in this conflict, we 
ask, "Is there a practical application of God's war 
on proverty to our age & to our lives?" The answer 
is yes! We learn that! 

We must be good stewards over the 9 /10th' s 
ma· 

--Note: God holds us responsible for how we 

use it. 
- -:ILLUS = The elegant -be<ls & couches, the meat 

delicacies, the idle songs , the flagrant us'e of 
strong drink, & the anointing of the body with 
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2. 

costly cosmetics all testified· of Israel's poor 
stewardship of the nine-tenths·! - APPLY 

We mp st cautroJ our dew re tar "thjugJ, .!.:. 
-- Exeg.eait~ Many of these luxuries cited by Amos 

are not evil in themselves. However, the 
inordinate desire for such things is often 
symptomatic of deeper ills. 

- - A:ppl i catj'gn · For most Americans , seek ing 
after God & his righteousness comes last, 
after all these things, rather than 1st. 

--IT,J,JTS ~ Like giving a kid candy who never had 
any before! 

3 . e should ha e 

4. 

I 

-- Appl iqti qp- (Yates, Jr.) "Smug complacency 
toward the needs of the less fortunate becomes a 
creeping paralysis which keeps the church from 
denouncing injustice, greed, imm oralty, & 
corruption in government. 11 Of all institutions , 
the church cannot afford- to join the clan that 
is "at ease in Zion! 11 

We must avoid resum tuous ride 
- -Applic~: (Yates, Jr. ) "The experience of 

Israel should speak to our generation concerning 
· the truth , "Pride goeth before destruction, & a 
haughty spirit before a fall. 11 Pride underminds 
dependence on God. 

- .:.Nate: Pride is often accompanied by moral de
cline. Since W.W. II we have witnessed such 
disastrous moral deterioration. "America1s 
conscience, once quickened by the Christian 
ethics , has steadily become swallowed up in 
humanistic pride . Only by the breaking of 
pride's stronghold & the substitution of insight 
concerning God's righteousness can there be 

I long term hope for our Land! 11 

5. We must condemn in ·ustice in an 

- -Exegesj s : Amos so condemn ed it , be it in the 
form of judges , kings , priests , religion, or 
economics. 



CON: 

- -:.&lUi:)]Y~ .Race; busines ~ ~e alings. 
--Note: What a field day Amos would have in 

regard to the ills of our day. Not only are 
the poor always with us, they are exploited 
in much the same way as his day. 

A man may find himself '' swallowed up" 
by creditors who present Utopian opportu
nities to buy m o re than he can afford , or 
to consolidate all his debts into one 
larger debt . Balloon payments, commiss
ions , hidden fees, interest, insurance, & 
fine print may result in the loss of posses
sions long paid for. 

The selling of inferior merchandise or 
practice of dishonesty in weights and 
packaging would still shock Amos. The 
complaining about Sabbath observance , 
or the ignoring of it, would surely send Amos 
back in peace to face the sins ancient Israel. 
(Yates, Jr.) 

Christ also has a war on spiritual poverty. 
"Though he (Christ) was :rich, yet for your 

sake he became poor, that ye thru his 
proverty might be rich." (II Car. 8:9). 



THURSDAY, JANUARY 19 H 

Doctor leaves 
Luera I ive Practice 
For life in Lima 
°CITLEBORO, Mass. (!Pl - Dr. 
Joseph E. Kerrins Jr. has it 
made - $50,000 home, prestigi
ous hospital job and a lucrative 
medical practice. 

On Feb. 1, he'll turn his back 
on all this and take his wife and 
their 10 children to Peru where 
he will spend 18 months treating 
the people who live in settle-

J,;:1ents around Lima. 
The family will live in El 

Agustino. Dr. Kerrins said a 
neighboring settlement called 
El Mont.on - "The Heap" - is 
an area where Lima has dump
ed refuge and garbage for 
years. 

"The people? If they miracu
lously escape tuberculosis, ty
phoid fever, and the gastroin
testinal d i s e a s e s that are 
brought on by bad water, bad 
food and unsanitary sewage, 
they'll average 45 years ," Ker
rins said. r-... J difference on the part 
of an o~ ent society in a lean, 
hungry and starving world is 
the shame of our people," Dr. 
Kerrins s,aid, " and I can no 
longer give lip service to the 
Lord's Commandment, 'Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thy
self.' 

"This is not a sudden deci
sion," he continued. "The neg
lect of the sick and starving all 
over the world has troubled me 
deeply for at least six years, I 
think, dating back to what you 
would call 'becoming success
ful.' 

"By current standards," he 
said, " our home is a luxurious 
one; a setting far different than 
our beginnings. Here I have 
been wrestling with my con
science. 

"When we moved into it three 
years ago, I felt as a stranger in 
my own home, asking myself 
over and over again, 'Does our 
happiness depend on the acqui
sition of a better home, a better 
office, a better car, when in 
Asia, Africa, South America
where 85 percent of the world's 
poor exist - happiness means a 
full bowl of rice for supper and 
a paper o( straw roof?' " 
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