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WHAT GOD DESIRES 
Amos 5:4-24 

Everett Shostrom in his book, Man, 
the Manipulator, suggests four kinds of 

/. manipulators. First, there is the active 
- manipulator -- the aggressive person who 

takes advantage of other people's feelings 
of powerlessness and pushes them around. 

~ Then there is th~ passive manipulator. The 
active manipulator wins by winning. The 

assive m 'pulator, paradoxically, wins by 
losing. He pretends to be helpless and 
stupid and lets the active manipulator do 

3. his thinking for him. The competitive 
manipulator views life as a battle, and other 
people as competitors or even enemies. His 
manipulation may be either active or 
passive, whatever the situation warrants. 

'f, The fourth type is that of indifferent 
manipulation. This kind of manipulator 
plays indifferent to and withdraws from his 
contact with others. His stock phrase is "I 
don't care." His methods can be both active 
and passive. 

Of whatever kind, a manipulator is 
driven by this one motive -- he wants his 
own desires to be fulfilled, and he 
manipulates other people to make it 
happen. The motive of a Christian should 
be different. Our motive should not be to 
fulfill our desires but to fulfill God's 
desires. 

mos presented that same challenge 
to the people of God in his day. Our 
calling is to do what pleases God. But what 
does God desire? The prophet answered 
that question in our text. 

That We Seek Him 

First of all, God desires that we 
seek Him. In mos 5:4, the prophet said, 
"For thu the Lord to the house of 
Israel, eek Me .... 

Perhaps we make the matter of faith 
more complicated than it really is. We set 
out certain 1.bea]agical stareroeots and 
demand people accept them. We establish 
a mara) religious code and demand people 
to follow it. We outline a ,£ertain ritual of 
worship and demand everyone to emulate 
it. While all the time what God wants is 
that we simply seek Him. 

To seek"means to continually look 
for. To seek means to have a strong feeling 
toward. To seek means to enjoy being with. 

Two friends were talking and the 
one said to the other, "I have had problems 
going to sleep the last few nights." His 
friend responded, "What did you do to get 
to sleep finally? Did you count sheep?" 
"No," responded the other man, "I talked to 
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the shepherd." 
That is what God wants. He wants 

us to talk to Him, to love Him, to spend 
time with Him, to enjoy being with Him. 
God desires that we seek Him, and every 
single persun can do that. 

That We Experience Life 

Second, God's desire is that we 
experience life in all of its fullness. Again, 
in Amos 5:4, the prophet declared, "For 
thus says the Lord to t~ ouse of Israel, 
'Seek Me tbal you IDH>: ~ '" 

How we need to hear this truth and 
communicate it to the Christian family. 
Goo's desire is not to take something from 
us or to keep us from enjoying life. God's 
desire is that we may experience life in all 
its fullness. 

We are often confused about this. 
The truth is, God wants the best for us. He 
wants us to experience all of the enjoyment 
in life that is available. He wants our lives 
to be full. How. often do we shortchange 
ourselves? 

A millionaire approached a builder 
one day with an unusual proposal. e to a 
the man he wanted him to buil liim a 
house. He put a certain amount of money 
in the account, and told the man to use the 
money as he needed it. The millionaire 
announced that he would be gone for about 
a year, and when he got back, he expected 
the house to be built. 

The builder toolc the job and began 
work on the house. However, since the 
millionaire was not around to inspect his 
work, and since the builder was given 
complete authority on the job, he began to 
cut comers. He got material that was not 
quite as good but it was cheaper. He cut 
several comers when he had the 
opportunity. By cutting comers and buying 
cheaper material, he was able to build the 
house for much less than the millionaire 
had put in the bank. Apparently that money 
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was his to use as he so desired. 
However, when the millionaire 

returned, he startled the builder with the 
announcement that he had built the house 
for himself. As the story unfolded, it was 
discovered that this builder had done 
something years before to get the 
millionaire in business. The house was a 
gift of gratitude for how he had helped. 
The millionaire said, "I wanted you to 
build the house yourself, for I knew that 
you would put your best into it." 

Something like that happens to us. 
God gives us all the material and supplies WdtJ, J,,,1y 1 

we need to build a life. We have master sluhhl't
plans, and daily guide sheets, and an 
architect who is willing to guide us along 
the way. But we cut comers, use material 
that is less than the best, and we end up 
shortchanging ourselves. Instead of having 
true µ, we are J_!d. Instead of being full 
we are e . -

ut remember this. God's desire is 
that we be full, that we experience all life 
has to offer. 

That We Be Loyal to Him 

There is a third thing God desires. 
He also desires that we be loyal to Him. 

This is the gist of Amos' prophecy 
in ;verse 5: "But o not resort to Bethel, 
and do not come to Gilgal, nor cross over 
to Beersheba; for Gilgal will certainly go 
into captivity, and Bethel will come to 
trouble. Seek the Lord that you may live . 

II 

Bethel and Gilgal were the locations 
of religious shrines in the Northern 
Kingdom, Israel. Whe Jeroboam I led a 
rebellion against Solomon's successor and 
separated Israel from uaah, he realized that 
attendance at the temple in Jerusalem 
would threaten the stability of his realm. So 
he set up rival shrines in his own territory. 
These two mentioned, Bethel and Oilgal, 
were examples of this. Beersheba was a 
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NO ONE ELSE WILL DO 
John 6:68 

People turn to many sources to find 
help in the crisis points of life. However, 
the Bible declares and history has proven 
no one else will do like Jesus. 

* When we sin, 
only Jesus can provide forgiveness. 

* When we suffer, 
only Jesus can provide comfort. 

* When we die, 
only Jesus can provide hope. 

* * * * * 

THE MARKS OF A LEADER 
1 Samuel 12 

In Samuel's address to Israel, he 
described the qualities of a leader. 

* PURITY, verses 1-5 

A leader demonstrates integrity and 
consistency. 

* PERCEPTION, verses 6-18 

A leader comprehends his resources and 
responsibilities. 

* PRAYER, verses 19-25 

A leader participates in petition and 
intercession. 
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REAL WORSHIP 
Psalm 24:1-6 

* The REASON for Worship, 
verses 1-2 

We worship God because He is the 
maker of all that is. 

* The REQUIREMENT of Worship, 
verses 3-4 

We must be willing to come clean with 
God, in what we do and who we are. 

* The RESULT of Worship, 
verses 5-6 

In the experience of worship we receive 
the blessing of God on our life. 

* * * * * 

THE BREAD OF LIFE 
John 6:35 

As the Bread of Life, Jesus satisfies 
our hunger: 

* For FORGIVENESS 

* For KNOWLEDGE 

* For COMPANIONSHIP 

* For LOVE 

* For HAPPINESS 

* For HOPE 
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shrine in Judah which became a place of 
sacred traditions. Amos challenged the 
people not to turn to false gods, not to 
become involved in other shrines but to 
remain absolutely loyal to God. 

One man went to a doctor for a 
physical. He had not been feeling well. 
After a careful examination, the doctor said 
to the patient, "The best thing you can do 
is to give up carousing and drinking." To 
which the patient replied, "What's the next 
best thing?" 

How often do we treat God like 
that? But the Bible says we cannot come to 
God with mixed loyalties. God said to the 
people of Israel when giving them the law, 
"I am the Lord your God who brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of slavery. You shall have no other gods 
before me." 

There is an exclusiveness which 
must characterize our relationship with God. 
God does not want us simply on weekends. 
God does not want us to occasionally speak 
to Him. God doesn' t want us to worship 
Him one day and then go to another god 
the next day. He wants us to be loyal to 
Him. 

That We Live What We Believe 

Amos suggested a fourth thing that 
God desires of us, recorded in 14-
15. Listen to what Amos said: "Seek good 
and not evil, that you may live; .... Hate 
evil, love good, and establish justice in the 
gate!" 

This challenge of Amos had 
application to the nation. Since the gate of 
the city was the place where justice was 
administered, to "establish judgment in the 
gate" meant to rid the courts of corruption 
and act in fairness toward all. Amos was 
saying that if the nation would translate its 
religion into just and compassionate action, 
then its claim to have the presence of God 
would be fulfilled. 
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There was also an individual 
application of this truth. What was true of 
the nation was also true of them as 
indiviauals. They claimed to be God's 
people. Amos reminded them that it was 
time to act like it. If they claimed to know 
God's love, then they should demonstrate 
that love to those who were around them. 
As individuals, they should not talk the talk 
unless they were willing to walk the walk. 
They should live what they believe. 

That We Offer the Proper Worship 
~ s: ;t/-J.'f 

There is a fifth suggestion from 
Amos. What God desires is that we offer 
to Him the proper worship. 

In what way can we truly worship 
God? The answer given by the Israelites is 
the answer most often given today by us. 
We say that we truly worship God when 
we attend church and go through all the 
proper religious motions. 

Not so, said God in our text. In 
fact, there are times when God hates our 
worship services. Worship without 
commitment means nothing to God. If we 
are not offering ourselves to God to glorify 
Him and to minister to His people, then 
our worship is not acceptable. 

Paul captured the heart of what 
Amos was saying many centuries later 
when he wrote to the Roman Christians in~ q) vo7£ 
Romans 12:1-2. Our spiritual service of 
worship is a life which is being 
transformed from within by the renewing of 
the Spirit. That is proper worship. 

Conclusion 

God from us the 
.wtl,ll'J~ we. He does not expect .....,IMIII.....,.., 
He just desires that we seek Him, that we 
experience life, that we be loyal to im, 
that we ive what we 6elieve, and that we 
off er the proper worship. And those are 
things that any of us can do. 


