
WHAT A DIFFERENCE A DAY MAKES! 

SCRIPTURE: cts 9 Pew Bible pp. 951-952 f?. ~ 9: 1-'f 

INTRO: "What a difference a day makes--twenty-four little 
hours!" These lyrics of a once popular song spring into 
life in Acts 9. 

Take a quick overview of this chapter and you will see 
the difference a day makes. It makes: 

1. An Enemy of the Church a Member of the Church 
2. A Persecutor a Proclaimer 
3. A Hunter the Hunted 
4. War turn into Peace 
5. The Bedridden a Bed maker, and it turns 
6. Death into Life! 

What a difference a day makes! This one encounter with 
Christ completely changed Saul and in time it changed the 
world. 

Christ is in the business of making a difference in the 
lives of people. And He can make a difference, a BIG 
difference in your life today! 

Christ Makes: 

I. AH ENEMY OF THE CHURCH A MEMBER OF THE CHURCH 
--NOTE: Sometimes a trivial event will plant an idea

time-bomb in the mind of a person which may take 
months or years to d e tonate. 

--ILLUS: r aham Linco l n remembers the horror which he 
felt when he saw his first slave auction in New 
Orleans after a flatboat trip down the Mississippi. 
The year was 1831--thirty-two years before he signed 
the Emancipation Proclamation--but the incident 
ignited Lincoln's thinking. 

~ lbert Schweitzer recalled how, as a well-fed 
pastor's son, he once bested a poor boy from the 
village in wrestling. Between sobs, his under
nourished adversary taunted, "Sure, you get broth 
every day!" Twenty-three years later, determined to 
minister to the have-nots in the world, Schweitzer 
forsook fame and sailed to equatorial Africa. 

Bl ee i ng Stephen 's words and demeanor eventually 
meant the end of a promising career for a young fire
breather of a Pharisee named Saul and the beginning of 
the ministry of one of history's most capable, 
committed, and colorful personalities, Paul the 
Apostle. (Barker, p. 73.) 

In one day Saul, an enemy of the church, became a 
member of the church! 

--Acts 1:11-19 [Read vss 1-2 & 17-19. Note highlighted 
words] 
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--NOTE: ws. 2 "If he found any of the way . . " 
Tn is is t he first instance of the giving of any 

i dentifying name whatever to the Christian group. The 
term is Hebrew rather than Greek in its origin, 
meaning "walk" or "manner of life." 
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rrwo things, among many others, are noteworthy in 
this lcibeling of Chri stians as those who were "of the 
way." 1 The first is that what struck deepest into 
the attention of the early onlookers was a mappe;r;,,-ef 
l iving_. ( 2) The second is that the term, as conferred 
by outsiders, was undoubtedly, like so many names !u 
the history of religion, an uncomplimentary one. > /1!cvlt~ 

They walked after a certain 
way, so sharply marked that it could be recognized and 
named. Right at this point is the greatest loss. 
Christianity has incurred as it has come down through 
the centuries--the tragic fac't that so rarely have 
Christians conducted themselves in a distinctive 
manner by which they could be distinguished. ~ f t he 
manner of acting in the daily affairs of life ~ re a i l 
the dat a available, all that one had to go by, the 
difference between the Christian and the non-Christian 
would often be impossible to discover, even with the 
use of a microscope. 

Christians have often been marked by creed- -by 
eeremony but too seldom by conduct ... (Luccock, pp. 
1-2) 

--How Did This Change c ome About? 
--NOTE: ~ar avanp alway s allowed at least si~ daYA ' 

traveling time from J erusalem to Damascus. In sp i t.e 
o f bis burr¥: , Saul h a d to spend about a week on the 
road. He had an opportunity for thought and 
reflection for the first time since Stephen's death. 
A crisis was brewing in Saul's life. He undoubtedly 
recalled Stephen 's words. He probably guiltily 
remembered the big-hearted toleration of GamaljeJ. . his 
great teacher. The route led to Damascus through 
GaJi J~e, and Saul must have remembered that this was 
the home country of the Person who was the cause of 
his unrest. 

A flash So ter rify ing l y sudden that it hurled 
everyone in Saul's party to the grouna . So bl i nding. 
that Saul could not see. 

A voi ce. "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" 
(Acts 9:4) 

Sau:l: repl i e cl . "Who are you, Lord?" (Acts 9:5) 
he Voice again. "I am Jesus, whom you are 

persecuting. " (~c1:s 9: 5) 
The words were simple, direct. 11 r am Jesus." 

Not booming announcement, "I am the Everlasting and 
Almighty Son of God, the Eternal Word made flesh." 

The details of Saul's Damascus Road experience 



II. 

are irrelevant; che point is that the Lord, who chose 
Saul before Saul chose the Lora, addressed Saul. The 
enemy of the church became a member of the church. 
(Barker, pp. 75-76) 

--Acts 9:10-17 [Read] 
--NOTE: Obviously Ananias had never met Saul before, 

and knowing Saul's reputation, he was reluctant to 
stick his neck out--admitting you were a Christian to 
Saul had been the same as signing your own death
warrant. In spite of the risk, Ananias sought the 
stranger Saul and greeted him trustingly as "Brother 
Saul" (Acts 9:17) at a time when no one else would go 
near him. 

--APPLY: Discipleship means risks. God Himself took 
the greatest risks at the cross and resurrection. 
What proof did He have that He could ever penetrate 
our hostility or apathy? Here is a fundamental 
difference between Christianity and every "religion." 
Ihe Christian takes risks for others because God 
risked everything for mankind. (Barker, p. 77) 

--NOTE: SEE THE: COl117';f-5T > 
Jerusalem with the 

It was to these very Synagogues that Paul had 
received his l ~ ter of credit as an official agent of 
the Jewish faith and of the Sanhedrin. It would have 
been very mucb easie~ to begin his Christian witness 
somewhere where he was not known and where his past 
did not stand against him. Paul at this time is 
saying, "I am a changed man and I am determined that 
those who know me best should know it." Already he is 
proudly saying, "I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ." (Barclay, pp. 75-76) 

The one who persecuted those believed the gospel 
not proclaims the- gospel. What a difference a day 
makes--the persecutor became a proclaimer! 

--APPLY: Never give up on a soul who is hostile to 
Christ and His church. Like Saul, often their most 
fierce opposition to and attack upon the church comes 
just before their surrender to Christ, the head of the 
church! 

3 



III. THE HUNTER BECOMES THE HUNTED 
--Acts 9:23-30 (Esp. vss. 23 & 29) 
--NOTE: Faith is neve r a "private" matter; Saul boldly 
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and publicly announc ed what Jesus meant to him. His 
former cronies, furious, marked him for extermination 
as a turncoat. Saul's breathtaking escape by night 
from Damascus could make a good T. V. drama !..:it 11ss. :l ,- -~S-

Then Saul came to Jerusalem, where, despite the 
lapse in time, his former reputation clung to him . 
When he tried to meet with the Christians in 
Jerusalem, " ... they were all afraid of him for they 
did not believe that he was a disciple." (~cts 9: w 
Understandably, they suspected him of being an 
undercover agent, an imposter, or at best a fl i ghty 
enthusiast. 

Again, a great-hearted believer stepped forward 
to lay life and reputation on the line and stand up 
for Saul. In Damascus, it was AuPnia ; in Jerusalem, 
Barnabas. The suspic ions and uneasiness were 
dispelled. Luke recounts, "So he went in and out 
among them. . . " ( Act s 9 : li) . 

Saul tried to make wnatever amends he could for 
his past. As Stephen 's replacement, he took up the 
cause he had once fought, visiting the same synagogues 
where Stephen had spoken, "preaching boldly in the 
name of the Lord." (Acts 9 :~ ) 

Quickly, things became too hot for Saul in 
Jerusalem. The Apost les, regarding themselves by now 
as Saul's "~ rethren" ~Acts 9: , smuggled him out of 
Jerusalem to the port of Caesarea to escape the 
vengeful authorities , hustling him aboard a ship bound 
for his home, Tarsus . (Barker, p. 78) 

--APPLY: Through it a l l good came. The gospel would 
soon break out across the Roman Empire and even .. ,, 
Gentiles would be inc luded in the church . . .A.s THE HUll'TTc, w4uevi~ 

/le WI~••• 

IV. WAR TURNS INTO PEACE 
--Acts 9:31 (NKJV) "Then the churches throughout all 

Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had eace and were 
edified. And walking in the fear o he Lord and in 
the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied." 

-- OTE: Nothing is more welcome than the cessation of 
War and the reign of Peace. The poor church had 
experienced nothing but war from its beginning. 
Attacked from withf trl°and from within--it had endured 
ceaseless warfare. How welcome peace must have been! 
What a difference that one day made 
in the church. 

Luke records that War had turned into Peace! s 
a result of peace 4 blessings came: 
1. Tney were "strengthened, built up"--"edified" 
2. They experience a new reverence for the Lord-

"walking in the fear of the Lord." 
3. They were encouraged--"the comfort of the Holy 



Spirit." 
4. Their numbers increased--"they were multiplied." 

V. THE BEDRIDDEN BECOMES A BED MAKER 
--Acts 9:32-35 
- - lfOTE: When Peter healed Aeneas, he did not say, "I 

heal you"; he said, 11cresus Christ heals you." 
(Barclay. p. 80) 

erse 33 tells us Aeneas had been bedridden 8 
years. Peter now commands him to no longer be 
"bedridden" but to become a "bed maker"--to "arise and 
make thy bed." And he did. 

The result? vs. 35 ''All that dwelt at Lydda and 
Saran saw him and turned to the Lord." 

What a difference a day made. He is a man 
bedridden one day and making his bed the next. 

--a PP~Y: Christ is still in the business of turning the 
bedridden into bed makers--of changing the useless 
into the useful! ... 

VI. DEATH BECOMES LIFE 
- Acts 9:36-43 
~ ~nis Miracle Honors Jesus 4 Ways: 

1. t -follows the e xample of Jesus ____,. Do~c~S 
--ROTE: The rais i ng of Tabitha recalls the raising 

of Jairus' daughter. Because the people were 
weeping noisily, Peter 'sent them all out of the 
room', just as J esus had done. Further, the words 
spoken to the dead person were almost identical. 

2. It is performed by the power of Jesus Cdlt~J 
--IIQll: Before a ddressing the dead Tabi th~ 'ne got 

own on his knees and p r ayed' (~O). 
3. It was a sign o f the salvation of Jesus 

--NOTE: Because o f his confidence in the power of 
Christ, Peter dared to address the diseased man 
and the dead woman with the same word of command: 

Get up!' (34, ~O). Yet this is the verb used of 
God raising Jesus, which can hardly have been an 

t accident. (Stott, #'s 1, 2, & 3, p. 183) 

J 
h i miracl e is a visible sign of the new 

l i fe we n ave in Christ J esus . 
.:...--4. It rebounded to the glory of Jesus 

CON: 

--vs. 42b "And many believed in the Lord." 

What a difference a day makes--twenty four 
little hours! 

That one day Saul of Tarsus met Christ on the 
Damasus road changed not only his life ....i indeed 
the world! bu--t. 

And that same grace of God that changed him 
can change you. John Newton, formerly a cruel 
captain of a slave ship declares the difference a 
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day makes in these words: 

"Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see!" 

/' I . I 
. i l .. ./ / 
------7 / ;, .I 
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