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fi4 INTRO: "What a difference a day makes, twenty-four little 
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These words to a once popular song express the 
transformation of Saul of Tarsus into Paul the apostle --

A transformation that made Paul the most important 
human being who ever lived! He led the church into a 
worldwide movement, formulated its theology, and shaped its 
destiny. Without Paul, or someone like him, the infant 
church would not have grown into the spiritual and 
intellectual maturity which changed the course of history. 
And the only explanation of the dynamic of his leadership 
and the immensity of his gifts was the difference , day 
made. I t absolutely transformed his life! (Ogilvie, pg. 
164) 

We can identify more with Paul than any of the other 
apostles sine he. had J .esus tg. 
crucifixio was totally transformed by his belief 

esurrected Christ! The good news is that his 
experience can become your experience can happen.. 

Because of the transformation Christ can effect in 
you during these can back on th 
moment and say, "What a difference a day makes!" 

Webster defines "transformation" as a change in nature, 
disposition and heart. If you would welcome such a trans
formation then consider: 

I. THE THAT PRECEEDS IT 
. (NKJV) 1 "Then Saul, still breathing 

threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, 
went to the high priest," 

"And asked letters from him to the synagogues of 
Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way, 
whether men or women, he might bring them bound to 
Jerusalem." 

--NOTE: The mind of Saul of Tarsus was in turmoil as he 
traveled the six long days and nights from Jerusalem to 
Damascus. There was a growing uneasiness. Some of the 
exclamation points of his passionate determination to 
purge Israel of the followers of Jesus had turned into 
question marks. He had been shaken when his beloved and 
revered teacher Gamaliel was conciliatory to the 
disciples, warning the Sanhedrin not to be precipitous 
in their actions. he could not help admiring the 
resoluteness of these people. What was it about them? 
As a man of iron will, he had met his match in these 
seemingly undauntable people. How could belief in a 
dead Galilean carpenter produce that? 



p 

2 

And then he remembered Stephen ' s face. That face! Why 
could he not get that face and his vision and prayer to 
Jesus off his mind? (Ogilvie, pgs. 165-166) In order to 
still this insistent doubt Paul plunged into the most 
violent action possible. 

the nearer one comes to accepting Christ the 
more vio l et his a · sand the more hostile his attitude 
becomes. It is Satan • one final effort to keep that soul 
out of the King om o God 

/ 

It was noon when Saul and his men reached the 
outskirts of the city. Suddenly a bolt of ghtning 
flashed. He and the soldiers in his task force were 
thrown to the ground. Shaken and quivering with awe 
and wonder, Saul crouched, waiting for the thunder. It 
came not in a rumble in the sky, but in a ower u 
voice from heaven. Saul shuddered T the majesty and 
magnitude of the sound. 

--ya. Saul, a re you persecuting (9:4). 
There was authority, j udgment, grace, and urgency in 
that voice. o are You, Lor ? 11 Saul replied with 
trembling voice. And then the a n swer came which the 
Pharisee would never forget. am are 
persecuting . tis hard yo against the 
goads ." 

--vs . s 11 Goads? 11 What were goads? 

Was it not the very 
misgivings and questions which had grown in his mind . 
He was k icking against the promptings of the Spirit 
that were i nvading the thoughts of his mind. 



1. IT 
II. THE EXPERIENCE THAT PRODUCES IT 

--vs. When Saul arose from the ground, he was blind. 
He staggered about helplessly. What a pitiful picture
-the Saul of Tarsus being 
led into the city which he had planned to purge of the 
followers of the very One who had appeared and spoken 
to him. Lord had a plan. The scales over Saul's 
eyes would permit him to focus on nothing or no one for 
three days except the Lord who had appeared to him. 
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--vs, reveals the dramatic scene of a capturer captured 
for a great purpose which he would soon discover: "And 
he was three without sight, and neither ate nor 
drank." (Ogilvie, pqs. 166-167) 

--APPLY does dramatic encounter really mean? L 
It means : 

1. Life really begins with a divine 
Jesus Christ. 

2. The Lord for that encounter with the 
o which won't go 

3. love us to the end of our own 
we can listen to what He has to . 

4. l which we discover only 
after we met Him. 

5. will use another person to our encounter 
so that we can know both the joy of fellowship with 
Him and other believers. Conversion never happens 
in a vacuum of independence. (Ogilvie, pgs. 167-
168) 

PROVES IT 
[Read NKJV] 

BEYOND a doubt Ananias is one of the forgotten 
heroes of the Christian Church. 

Paul's reputation had gone before him. To Anaias 
there came the message from God that he must go and 
help Paul. He is directed to the street that is called 
"Straight." This was a great street that ran straight 
from the east to the west of Damascus. When that 
message came to Ananias it must have sounded mad to 
him. God said to Ananias, "Go and ho 
came here to int o and would 

to murder you. II Ananias did what many people 
often do who forget that God knows all matters. He 
attempted to inform the Lord of the past persecuting 



I. 
II. 

III. 

IT 
THE EXPERIENCE THAT PRODUCES IT 
THE EVIDENCE THAT PROVES IT 

activity of Paul in vss. 13 - 14 [read ) . 
62) 
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(Broadman, pg. 

Ananias might so well have approached Paul 
suspicion, but no; his first words are, 

Saul " What a welcome was there! It is one of the 
subl i mest exampl es of Christian love and Christian 
forgiveness . That is what Christ can do. 

Christ, Paul and Ananias , 
came together as rothers 

This plus the fact that Christ called him 1 

15) , that Ananias addressed him a s 
that e received 

c 1 18) , that h e 
(vs. 18 and t 

es a t re all evidence that 
transformed life. (Barclay, pg . 74) 

I V. ONSE THAT IT 
would think that a transformed -life, 

Paul ' s would evoke a response of joy and approval from 
all. But not so . Look at the varied response with 
which others _approached his transformed life. 

1. Amazement 
--Acts 9:20-22 [vs . 21 read] 
--NOTE: I t was in these Damascus Synagogues that 

Paul first lifted up his voice for Christ. That 
was an act of the greatest moral courage . It was 
to these very Synagogues that Paul had received 
his letters of credit as an official agent of the 
Jewish faith and of the Sanhedrin. It would have 
been very much easier to begin his Christia n 
witness somewhere where he was not known and where 
his past did not stand against him. Paul at this 
t ime is saying, and l 

.. 
11 Already he is proudly saying, " 

ashamed of the gospel of Christ. " (Barclay pgs . 
75-76) 

. And all who heard him were They 
approached the transformed li f e o f Saul of Tarsus 

utter amazement! And that may well be the 
- •response of many to the tran sformed _l ife 

can give you today ... -1,t,f ,.;._ 



I. 
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III. 
IV. 

THE ATTITUDE THAT PRECEEDS IT 
THE EXPERIENCE THAT PRODUCES IT 
THE EVIDENCE THAT PROVES IT 
THE RESPONSE THAT APPROACHES IT 
1. Amazement 

2. Hostility 
--NOTE: The response of " amazement " does not in 

itself produce joy and acceptance . It may produce 
"hostil i ty" as it did with Paul. 

[Read] 
everyone is a y hen God works the 

miracle of the new birt - en a life is radically 
t rans f o rmed. 

Counter Christian ·_ is always safe. 
Real Christianity is always in peril . 
persecution is to be paid the greatest of 

tt that 
men pgs. 76-77) 

(NKJV) "Woe to you when all men speak 
well of you, For so did their fathers to the false 
prophets ." 

--ILLUS: was riding along a road one 
day when it dawned on him that three whole days 
had passed in which he had suffered no persecu
tion. Not a brick or an egg had been thrown at 
him for three days. 

Alarmed, he stopped his horse, and exclaimed, 
" Can it be that I have sinned, and am backslid
den? " 

Slipping from his horse, Wesley went down on 
his knees and began interceding with God to show 
him where , if any, there had been a fault . 

A rough fellow, on the other side of the 
h edge, hearing the prayer, looked across and 
recognized the preacher. " I'll fix that Methodist 
preacher, " he said, picking up a brick and tossing 
it over at him. It missed its mark, and fell 
harmlessly beside John . Whereupon Wesley leaped 
to his feet joyfully exclaiming , 
all right . I still have His {Tan, 
#4320) 
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I. 
II . 

III . 
IV . 

THE ATTITUDE THAT PRECEEDS IT 
THE EXPERIENCE THAT PRODUCES IT 
THE EVIDENCE THAT PROVES IT 
THE RESPONSE THAT APPROACHES IT 
1. Amazement 
2. Hostility 

3. Skepticism • 

4. 

: One would surely think that while the 
enemies of Christ respond with hostility to a 
transforme d life, the friends of Christ would 
react with joy and affirmation- -not necessarily 
so! 
cts 9:26 (NKJV) "And when Saul had come to 

J e r usalem, he · to join the disciples; but 
they were all afraid of him, and did not believe 
that he was a disciple. " 

skepticism of others 
salvation is a choice weapon of Satan 
to discourage yo and to get you to give up an 
return your old lie . Often not only is skepti
cism found in your old crowd that also among those 
who claim to be Christians. 

So do not let this response 
discourage you. Remember even good Christian folk 
were skeptical of Paul's conversion! 

Belief 

everyone else was steering clear of 
P and suspecting him of the worst, Barnabas 
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elieve him by the hand and 
s ponsor e him. By this action Barnabas ,, 
himself to be a really Christian man. · ·· 

a man on believing 
others., when others suspecte d 

merely being a spy Barnabas insisted on 
believing that he was genuine and real. 

the 
Paul of 

2 He was a man w o never held a man 1 s as 
against him. tis so often the case that 
just because a man once made a mistake, he is 
in our eyes forever condemned. It is the 
great characteristic of the heart of God that 
He has not held our past sins against us . We 
too should never condemn a man because once he 
failed. (Barclay, pgs . 78-79) 



I. 
II . 

III. 
IV. 

IT 
THE EXPERIENCE THAT PRODUCES IT 
THE EVIDENCE THAT PROVES IT 
THE THAT APPROACHES IT 
1 . Amazement 3. Skepticism 
2. Hostility 4. Belief 

V. THE RESULTS THAT PURSUE IT 
--Acts 9:31 (NKJV ) " Then the c hur ches t hroughout all 

Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had a nd were 
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And wa lkin a nd in the co fort 
, they · · " 

- When lives are -s: ransforme d, churches are 
CM€- .d1t!/i( Look at the 

"diffe rence a day made " in the life of the churches 
" through out all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria. " 

1 . -had 11peace. 

2 . wer e 11 (Wm . 

3. Th ey 11walked11 in the fear of the Lord. 11 (Wm. " Lived 
the Lord . 11 ) 

4 . They had 11 the comfort of the Holy Spirit. ' (Wm . 
(i•Encouragement that the Holy 

5 . 11were multiplied." (Wm . " Continued to 
' n numbers ." ) 

CON: Many wonder if a Damascus Road experience is 
a follower of the Way. Few 

had that kind of dramatic encounter with the Lord . But 
that ' s not the issue. real question 

of 

Him 
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A TRANSFORMED LIFE 
Acts 9:1-31 - Pew page 951-952 

Paul was totally transformed by his belief in 
the resurrected Christ! The good news is 
that his experience can become your 
experience, and it can happen today! 

That Precedes It -Acts 9:1-2 

Often the nearer one comes to accepting Christ, the more hostile his 

attitude becomes. It is one final effort to keep 

that soul out of the Kingdom of God. 

That Produces It -Acts 9:3-9 

What does Paul's dramatic encounter really mean? 

Life really begins with a divine with Jesus Christ. 

The Lord prepares us for that encounter with the "goads" of 

which won't go away. 

Christ is gracious to love us to the end of our own 

Christ has a for every lite. 

Christ will use another person to our encounter. 

Ill. The , t: That Proves It -Acts 9: 10-19 

In Christ, Paul and Ananias came together as 



IV. The That Approaches It 
1. Amazement (Acts 9:20-22) 

2. Hostility (Acts 9:23) 

Not everyone is when God works the miracle 

of the new birth. 

3. Skepticism (Acts 9:26) 

The skepticism of others concerning your salvation experience is 

a choice weapon of to discourage you. 

4. Belief (Acts 9:27) 

When everyone else was steering clear of Paul and suspecting 

him of the worst, Barnabas 'R. in him. 

He was a man who on believing the of others. 

He was a man who never held a man's against him. 

V. The Results that Pursue It -Acts 9:31 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

I \ 

lifE youRs. ! 
I I 
I I 

YOUR is 
I I 

As To you, iN. 
'-----------------------------------------------------------~ 



First Baptist Church 

Sunday Morning Sermon Notes 
March 8, 1998 

A TRANSFORMED LIFE 
Acts 9:1-31 - Pew page 951-952 

Paul totally transformed by belief in 
the resurrected Christ! The news is 
that his experience can become 
experience, and it happen 

I. _______ That Precedes It -Acts 9:1-2 

Often the nearer one comes to accepting Christ, the more hostile his 

attitude becomes. It is ______ one final effort to keep 

that soul out of the Kingdom of God. 

II. The That Produces It -Acts 9:3-9 ---------
What does Paul's dramatic encounter really mean? 

Life.really begins with a divine ______ with Jesus Christ. 

The Lord prepares us for that encounter with the "goads" of 

_______ which won't go away. 

Christ is gracious to love us to the end of our own _____ _ 

Christ has a ____ for every life. 

Christ will use another person to ______ our encounter. 

Ill. The That Proves It -Acts 9:10-19 ---------
In Christ, Paul and Ananias came together as ______ _ 



IV. The _______ That Approaches ll 
1. Amazement (Acts 9:20-22) 

2. Hostility (Acts 9:23) 

Not everyone is _____ when God works the miracle 

of the new birth. 

3. Skepticism (Acts 9:26) 

The skepticism of others concerning your salvation experience is 

a choice weapon of ______ to discourage you. 

4. Belief (Acts 9:27) 

When everyone else was steering clear of Paul and suspecting 

him of the worst, Barnabas _______ in him. 

He was a man who insisted on believing the ____ of others. 

He was a man who never held a man's _____ against him. 

V. The Results that Pursue It -Acts 9:31 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

• 

I I \ 

MAY youRs. 
I I 
I I 

Y ouR DAMAscus MAY is VERY 
I I 

As TO you, HiM iN. 
''-----------------------------------------------------------~/ 




