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THE TIE THAT BINDS 

SCRIPTURE: Acts 5 Pew Bible page 947 

INTRO: The church in Acts enjoyed a common life. Theirs 
was a "tie that binds!" Verse 32 of Acts 4 sets the stage 
for all that transpires in Acts 5: 

'And the multitude of them that believed were of ONE 
heart and of ONE soul; neither said any of them that augh 
of the things which he possessed was his own; but THEY HAD 
ALL THINGS IN COMMON." 

Their sharing their possessions was only one of many 
expressions of "the tie that binds." The Spirit-filled 
church has always had a reckless, hilarious quality about 
sharing not only their possessions but their very selves 
with one another. 

There is a loyalty, a sense of commitment to and love 
for each other that binds the church together through thick 
and through thin. 

It is this "tie that binds" which surfaces in the 5th 
chapter of Acts. And it is this "tie that binds" which 
characterizes the church today that follows in the steps of 
the early church in reaching, disciplining, and assimilating 
people into the family of God. 

But there is more than meets the eye in "The Tie That 
Binds" Notice: 

I. 

The Ti e That Binds: 

SEES US THROUGH PROBLEMS 
-- CS 5:1-ll 
--NOTE: The church is under attacK in Acts 4. Because 
of the tremendous response to the gospel following the 
healing of the lame man, problems from without assault 
the church. Temporarily these problems seem to pass. 
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But in Acts 5 an even more serious problem from withinp~ud4EAJUl',.-1, 
arises. WHAT HELD Tf/E CHURCH TtJG-cTHER +/fl FAcf OF -,. - .. mo". 

Typical of the church members was Joseph, a Levit~ ,to&..E,,..,,s IV1-r/f~ 
of a distinguished Cyprus family, who spontaneously sold * 
a piece of property and gave the proceeds to the church 
to help others. There was no fanfare. There was no 
bronze plaque. His only reward was the nickname "Son of 
Encouragement" of "Barnabas." 

Tragically, not all were "sons of encouragement." 
Luke relates an incident which tore at the unity of the 
early congregation in Jerusalem. It threatened "the tie 
that binds." 

>.P..c t,; 1-, I 
1. That Would Disrupt Fel l owship 

--NOTE: NE~T PAG-E~ 



I. SEES US THROUGH PROBLEMS 
1. That Would Disrupt Fellowship 

nanias' and Sapphira's sin was not so much 
hoarding as breaking down community trust. They 
lied. This act of deceit toward God and others 
undermined the unity of the early church . Peter 
tried desperately to repair the damage by going 
directly to the two hypocrites. He was honest with 
Ananias and laid it on the line: Ananias had 
cheated not just his fellow church members, but God. 
Peeer did not evade the issue, did not try to be 
11 11ice, 11 did not pretend that there was only a little 
"misunderstanding." 

Peter and other early believers regarded their 
fellowship in the church as something so sacred to 
them that they could be completely honest with each 
other. Aware of God's care toward a wayward 
brother, they knew that they had to go to that 
brother themselves . (Barker, They Stood Boldly, p. 
48-49.) 

2. That Must Be Addres sed Honestly 
--NOTE: Lux e i n h i s firs t ¥ol=u=m=e ~h ad quoted Jesus' 
words on this subj ect: "Take heed to yourselves; if 
your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, 
forgive him." (Luke 17:3) Tn e earliest churchmen 
took Jesus' instruc tions literally. These 
Christians d i d not sidestep a sticky situation; they 
realized that they were meant to strengthen the 
unity of the church by going to one another to 
correct, encourage, and admonish--yet always in 
love. 

In the epi sode described by Luke in Acts 5:1-11, 
the effect was dramatic. "When Ananias heard these 
words, he fell down and died ... " (Acts 5:5) 

. -
Luke did not record the facts to scare people 

into line. Tn e important thing to note is the 
openness, the hones ty, and the responsibility among 
the members of that first congregation. Throughout 
the infancy of the church, in spi te of squabbles and 
selfishness, they sensed an obligation of deep 
concern for one another. Peter's motives in going 
to Ananias and Sapphira were the best--he cared 
enough about this pair of hypocrites to be honest 
with them. (Barker, They Stood Boldly, p. 49.) 
--APPLY: In verse 11, LUke introduces a word he has 
not previously used. It is the wortl, "church," 
which literally means "called out." This word was 
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I. SEES US THROUGH PROBLEMS 
1. That Would Disrupt Fellowship 
2. That Must Be Addressed Honestly 

used to describe how citizens of a city would be 
"called out" when threatened by an invasion. 

In this setting this word suggests that we are 
draftees, "called out," rather than volunteers in 
God's service . .Jesus said, "You did not chose me, 
but I chose you" (John 15:16). 

Therefore the church is not a club that we 
decide to "join." And we are not free to withdraw 
when it does not "meet our needs." We have been 
"called out" by Christ into a fellowship in which 
there is a "tie that binds." 

And like the church in Acts, that tie will see 
us through any and every problem that comes our way

-be it from "within" or "without." 

II. DEMONSTRATES ITSELF IN POWER 
--Acts 5:12-16 
--NOTE: Tn e question naturally arises, "Would the 
church had known such power had the problem within not 
been squarely faced and dealt with?" "Could God have 
blessed a people who tur n their heads and look the other 
way?'' "Does sin within the camp stay the hand of God?" 

hese are e t i ons t n church e oa ay aoes well ~o 
ask when practically any kind of conduct is tolerated 
among its membership. • • 

RSE 12 states, - "Many signs and wonders were 
taking place." Then i,t quickly explained why, "T.hey; 
were all with one accor , ." The tie that binds 
demonstrated itself in power! 

1. In The Power of Boldness 
-vss. 12-13 

--vs. 129'..( Read] The early church met in "Solomon's 
porch." This was one of the two great colonnades 
which surrounded the Temple area. It was where, of 
all places, everyone could see them! They had no 
intention of hiding their Christianity! They knew 
what had happened to the apostles, yet they were 
determined to show all men ~hose they were and 'ijpere 
they stood! 
--vs. 13 (NJV) "Yet none of the~ dared join 
them, but the people esteemed them highly." 
--vs. 14 (NKJ) "And Q_X,IEYEU were increasingly 
added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and 
women." 

Gvo,£-, --c. E. Autrey: "This may appear at first to be a 
contradiction, but not so ... When the atmosphere and 
program of the church are such that the unconverted 
no longer join the church, the greater will be the 
number of converted ... Uncurbed hypocrisy within the 
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I . SEES US THROUGH PROBLEMS 
1. That Would Disrupt Fellowship 
2. That Must Be Addressed Honestly 4 

II. DEMONSTRATES ITSELF IN POWER 
1. In The Power of Boldness 

Early Church would have killed evangelism at the 
roots" (Evangelism In The Acts, p. 47). 
--NOTE: Even though many respected the believers, 
they were not sure they wanted to be too closely 
identified with people of such boldness and convic
tion. This could lead to conflict with the 
authorities. It certainly had earlier! 

2. In The Power f Wholeness . 
--vss. 15-16 Do .licJT R A 
--NOTE: The early church was in the business of 
making people "whole." Their concern was with the 
total person. The people had been deeply impressed 
by the words and works of Peter. They recognized 
him as a man of God and an apostle of Christ. They 
believed that through close proximity to him they 
could be healed, much like the woman felt she could 
be made whole by simply touching the hem of Christ's 
garment. And so it happened to them, just as it had 
happened to her! 
--APPLY: Whenever the church is "with one accord"-
whenever the tie that binds is intact, there will 
always be the demonstration of divine power ... 

III. GIVES RISE TO PERPLEXITY 
--Acts 5:17-28 
--NOTE: In a dog-eat-dog world, society is dumb-

founded, perplexed, by the tie that binds Christians 
together through every adversity of life. These 
leaders had tried threatenings, beatings, and now even 
the imprisonment of all the apostles and yet they 1 •t, 1 
continue to preach t fie" gospel of the Risen Lord! ~u-t.-1:..MA, ,fi.. .4 f().$5(~"" 

But what is the c ause of ~uch perplexity? Wh -J 
would one react in such a manner? 

1. Because of Jealousy 
--vs. (NASB) "But the high priest rose up, along 
with all his associates .•. and they were filled with 
jealousy. 11 CI{ -sit) ''Ilil D:r6-,J/1-r:zotY'' 
--NOTE: They were jealous of their position and 
power--both of which they might loose if these 
believers kept disturbing the peace with their 
heresy. Rome might just move in the put down this 
disturbance and take away their privileged position 
since they were not able to handle this problem 
themselves. 
--APPLY: An aggressive Christianity that dares to 
be the "leven" in the loaf or the "salt" of the 
earth--that dares to influence and change society 
is still considered a threat today. People are 
jealous of their position and power and are 
perplexed when good Christian people bring about 
change. 



II. DEMONSTRATES ITSELF IN POWER 
1. In The Power of Boldness 
2. In The Power of Wholeness 

III. GIVES RISE TO PERPLEXITY 
5 

1. Because of Jealousy 

C "1 
I'? 

2. Because of 
--vs. 26 [ 
--NOTE, It seems strange, doesn't it, that these 
powerful men would fear the common people who were 
followers of Christ? Luke tells us why they feared 
them. ·l "Tlley feared the people, lest they should 
bave been stoned. 111 They might be men of power, but 
the masses had even greater power. And the masses 
believed the mess age of the apostles. So their 
"fear" adde d to t heir perplexity. 

3. ecause of · t y 
- vs. 28 [ ea 
--~~ Fear gav e way to anxiety as the worse 
scenario began to unfold--they would be held 
responsible for t he death of Christ.@ Their anxiety 
expressed itself in the words, "You inten to bring 
this man's blood on us!" Wrong! They had brought 
it on themselves and they knew it! Their anxiety 
had never been so high! 

IV. COMPELS PROCLAMATION 
--Acts 5:29-32 
--NOTE: The apostles concern was not to defend 
themselves but to lift up Christ. 

--vs. 31 "Prince" is a fisherman's term--archegos. A 
ship would have one crew member who was an unusually 
strong swimmer. If anything happened to the ship, this 
crewman would tie rope around his waist, dive overboard 
and swim to shore. After attaching the rope on shore, 
he would assist others to safety. His name was the 
"archegos." Peter used this term in both of his 
appearances before the Council. 

Peter begins and ends by stressing the necessity to 



III. GIVES RISE TO PERPLEXITY 
1. Because of Jealousy 
2. Because of Fear 
3. Because of Anxiety 

IV. COMPELS PROCLAMATION 

obey God and thus proclaim the gospel. The "tie that 
binds" compels it! 
--APPLY: The "tie that binds" us together in Christ 
compels us to proclaim the gospel ... 

V. IT MET WITH PRUDENCE 
--Acts 5:33-40 
--NOTE: vs. 33 "they were cut to the heart"= 
"enraged" They wanted to execute the apostles on the 
spot. They might have succeeded had it not been for 
the intervention of one man--Gamaliel. 

Who was Gamiliel? He was the first of only 7 ever 
to win the title II abba He was more than respected, 
he was loved. He was a kindly man with a far wider 
tolerance than his fellows. 

-
The council followed his advice of prudence, beat 

the apostles, threatened them, and released them. BUT 
HOW DID THEY RESPOND? 
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VI. ENCOURAGES PERSISTENCE , J, f of 
--Acts s: 41-42 -n.t. 11 Ti'f.' 1 I 5 No+ btloke..,, o~ rf( Ayetl '/ -;!:.:.:: ... ;.s 
--NOTE: "They ceased not to teach and preach Jesus 
Christ ." The "tie that binds" encouraged them to 
persist even in the midst of suffering! Notice in what 
they persisted (and in what we must persist): 

1. In Joy 
--vs. 41 [Read) 
--NOTE: The ordeal had been exhausting and 
frightening. It would have been normal to have 
slinked away, licking their wounds. But instead 
they "departed from the presence of the council, 
rejoicing!" Luke tells us WHY they persisted in 
their joy: "That they were counted worthy to 
suffer shame for His name." 

They felt honored to share in the experience of 
Christ. They were "dignified by the indignity. 11 [A,-l'.E-aj 
--APPLY: James' advice to us is, "Count it all joy 
when you fall into various trials" (1:2 NKJ). 

2. [ n Personal Witnessing and Public Preaching 
--vs. 42 [Read) 
--NOTE: The tie that bound them to one another 
also bound them to Jesus Christ whose gospel they 
would persist in preaching so long as they lived! 
--APPLY: What is the "tie that binds?" What is it 
that draws us and holds us together? It is the 
common tie we share in Jesus Christ. We have no 
other reason to be together. The church has no 



lV. 
V. 

VI. 

COMPELS PROCLAMATION 
IT MET WITH PRUDENCE 
ENCOURAGES PERSISTENCE. 
1. In JOY) 

2. In Personal Witnessing and Public Preaching 

other purpose. We MUST keep on witnessing of him! 

CON; At the tip of Ireland's Kerry peninsula, there is a 
monument to the Irish emancipator, Daniel O'Connell, in 
which O'Connell's work is summed up by this inscription: 
"He Found the Irish Peasants Slaves and Left Them Men." 

These words could a lso describe the work of the "tie 
that binds" Once enslaved by fear 
and anxiety, once torn asunder by divisions and 
pettiness, the "tie that binds" frees us to be creative 
and confident persons whose lives and lips proclaim: 

"Blest be the tie that binds, 
our hearts in Christian Love: 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above!" 
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