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THE UNITY OF EVANGELISM 

SCRIPTURE: Acts 4:18-20, 23, 31-35 

INTRO: AS YOU TRAVEL ACROSS THE BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY 
SIDE OF SCOTLAND, YOU WILL NOTICE SOMETHING QUITE 
DIFFERENT. ALL THE FENCES ARE MADE OF ROCK. THE 
GATHERING OF THESE ROCKS SERVE TWO PURPOSES. 
FIRST, IT CLEARS THE FIELDS OF ROCKS, AND SECOND, 
IT PROVIDES THE MATERIAL FOR THE FENCES THAT 
DIVIDE THE FARMS. 

A FRIEND ONCE TOLD OF FLYING INTO THE AIR
PORT AT GLASGOW AS HE LOOKED DOWN ON THE 
FIELDS HE DID NOT SEE THE FAMILIAR FENCES. HE 
ASKED THE STEWARDESS, "WHAT HAPPENED TO ALL THE 
ROCK FENCES THAT DIVIDE THE FARMS? 

SHE SAID, "YOU SEE IT IS HARVEST TIME NOW 
AND THE WHEAT HAS GROWN SO TALL THAT IT HAS 
COVERED THE FENCES, SO THAT YOU CAN NO LONGER 
SEE THEM." 

IT IS "HARVEST TIME." THE FIELDS THAT ARE 
"WHITE UNTO HARVEST" COVER THOSE MAN-MADE FENCES 
THAT DIVIDE US. AND WHEN WE ENTER THESE FIELDS 
WE DISCOVER THE UNITY OF EVANGELISM. 

WE READ OF THE DISCIPLES IN LUKE 22:24, 
"THERE WAS STRIFE AMONG THEM CONCERNING WHICH 
Of' THEM SHOULD BE ACCOUNTED THE GREATEST." 
BUT WE READ IN ACTS 4:32, THAT THEY "WERE OF ONE 
HEART AND OF ONE SOUL." 

WHAT MADE THE DIFFERENCE? WHAT OVERSHADOWED 

~:~T~E~~E~V~~iL~~~ ~;~ij~~~~~'El~t!~ ~, ... 
READ, "THEY SPAKE THE WORD OF GOD WITH BOLDNESS." 

I HAVE NEVER KNOWN A CHURCH THAT WAS SEVERED 
WITH DIVISIVENESS THAT WAS SATURATED WITH THE 
SPIRIT OF EVANGELISM. 

THE FENCES THAT DIVIDE US ARE OVERSHADOWED 
BY THE HARVEST INTO . WHICH OUR LORD CALLS US. 
AND WHEN WE ENTER THESE FIELDS WE EXPERIENCE 
THE UNITY OF EVANGELISM. i :o't 

The Unity of Evangelism Is: 

I. THE UNITY OF PRAYER 
--vs. 31a "And when they had prayed ... vs. 32b 



they "were of one heart and of one soul." 
--NOTE: The ability of prayer to unite a divided 

people is also seen in the experience of the 
disciples in Acts l:24a and 2:1--

"And they prayed ... And when the day of Pen
tecost was fully come, they were all with one 
accord in one place." 

--NOTE: Prayer always unites people. It is no 
trite saying, "The family that prays together 
stays together." 

--APPLY: Let's pause a moment and apply this 
truth right where we live. Think of that fellov 
Christian whom you do not like. May I suggest 
two things that I am confident will, in the 
word of verse 32, make of you, "one heart and 
one soul?" 

First, pray with that person. 
Second, make some soul-winning visits with 

that person. I guarantee you when you return 
from those visits you will be "of one heart and 
of one soul." This explains the closeness 
people feel toward each other once they have 
gone on an evangelistic crusade together such 
as our missions to Brazil. 

II. THE UNITY OF THE PRESENCE OF GOD 
--vs. 31b "tl::e place was shaken where they were 

assembled together." 
--NOTE: Only 2 chapters earlier the church had ar 

identical experience. Acts 2:2 "And suddenly 
there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing 
mighty wind." . 

· Whether · the place is being "shaken" or then 
is the sound of a "rushing mighty wind," the 
fact is it is the Presence of God. His presencE 
may express itself in many different ways. New 
Testament evangelism and the prayer and spirit 

.:..,.. that go with it will always bring ct' ·undeniablE 
dt11t1~flt1 Apresence of God in our midst. And His presence 

units His people and leads ½h~ to respond to His 
Will! 

--ILLUS: Duncan Campbell tells of a dramatic 
experience he had with the presence of God. " 

" I was addressing the Bangor Convention. The 
Bangor Convention is perhaps one of the largest 
conventions in Britain. I was sitting in the 
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pulpit beside the chairman of the convention 
and the other speaker when I was suddenly 
gripped by the conviction that I had to 
leave the convention, and leave at once, 
and go to the island of Berneray. I turned 
to the chairman and told him my convictions. 
"Oh," he said, "you cannot leave the conven
tion. You are down to give the closing 
address." Oh, but I couldn't give the 
closing address with this conviction! So, 
to make a long story short, it was agreed 
that I should leave the convention. I left 
the following morning by plane to the city 
of Glasgow, and from Glasgow by plane to 
the town of Stornoway, and then by car 
across the island where a ferry boat met me 
and took me to Berneray island of 500 inhabi
tants. 

I was never on the island. I was never 
invited to the island, and to my knowledge 
no one on the island had ever met me. But 
I was there. And I said to the man that 
met me, "Would you direct me to the nearest 
minister?" 

"We have no minister on the island. 
Just now both churches are vacant." 

"Would you then direct me to the 
nearest elder?" 

"Yes, the nearest elder lives in that 
house on the hill." 

So I said to the lad, "Do you mind 
going up to the elder and telling him that 
Mr. Campbell has come to the island? And 
if he asks, 'What Campbell?', tell him the 
Campbell that was on the Island of Lewis." 

So that young lad went up and after a 
few minutes came back and said, "Hector 
McKennon was expecting you to arrive today. 
And you are to stay with his brother. And 
he asked me to tell you that he has intimated 
a meeting at the church at 9:00 tonight and 
he expects you to address it." 

Now, explain that as you will. Here 
was a man who on the morning of the day that 
I sat in the church on Bangor Island, decided 
to spend the day in prayer. He was concerned 
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about the parish, particularly about the state 
of the young people, growing up in a state of 
indifference to God and to the church. And his 
wife told me that on three occasions she went tc 
the door of the barn where he was praying and 
she heard him pray, "God, I do not know where 
he is, but you know, and you send him." 

About 10:00 that evening he was possessed 
of the conviction that God heard his cry and 
that I would be on the island on this particula1 
day. Hence, the intimation that I would preach 
in the church at 9:00 that evening. 

We went to the church. Quite a considerable 
congregation gathered--bout 80. The service wa~ 
a very ordinary service. Indeed, at the end, I 
wondered after all if I was led to the island. 
But there were men there nearer to God than I 
was. My dear people, we've got to be honest!" 

This old man that I already referred to 
came to me and said, "I hope you are not disap
pointed that revival has not come to the church 
tonight. But God is hovering over us , and he 
will break through any minute!" 

Here was a man near o o . "The secret of 
of the Lord is with them that fear Him." 

We are now walking down from the church. 
The church is on a hill, the main road is down 
about 300 yards below the church. The congre
gation is moving down and we are walking behind 
them when suddenly ... the elder stands, takes 
off his hat, "Stand, Mr. Campbell. God has 
come! God has come! See what is happening!" 
And I looked toward the congregation and I saw 
them falling on their knees among the heather. 
I heard the cries of the penitent. And that 
meeting that began at 11:00 that night continued 
on the hillside until 4:00 in the morning. 

The island was suddenly gripped by God! ... 
I question if there was one single house 

on the island that wasn't visited by the pres
ence of God that night! An awareness of God, 
a consciousness of God, seemed to hover over 
the very atmosphere! The very atmosphere seemec 
to be charged with the power of Almighty God! 

Note the principle brought into operation. 
"If my people called by my name, humble them-
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selves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn 
from their wicked ways, then will I in heaven 
hear, come, and heal their land." 

There was at least one man on that island 
who fulfilled the conditions of that one pas
sage of Scripture, and because he fulfilled 
the conditions, God, visited that island with 
His presence!'' 

II. THE UNITY OF THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
--vs. 31c "And they were all filled with the 

Holy Spirit." 
--NOTE: When the Holy Spirit chooses to visit 

us and to fill us with His power you can be 
certain He will unite us. For Paul asserts 
when speaking of the Work of the Holy Spirit, 
"God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but 
of POWER, and of love and... of a sg_upd mind" , 
( I Timothy 1: 7). ~,-;~~,..'¼fl, S , ,., #VT ,4,<.,

7 /1411 •• • 

--NOTE: The power of the Holy ~pirit unites us 
in the common cause of evangelism. Christ 
asserted this truth: 
--Acts 1:8 "But ye shall receive POWER, 

after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you 
and ye shall be WITNESSES UNTO ME .•. " 

--ILLUS: Before Acts 1:8 we read that James 
and John went behind the backs of their 
fellow disciples and sought to sit one, on 
the right hand and the other, on the left 
hand of Christ in His Kingdom. 

Then Mark adds, "And when the ten heard 
it, they began to be much displeased with 
James and John" (Mark 10:41). 

Before Acts 1:8 the human nature of the 
disciples was constantly asserting itself. 
There were conflicts, jockeying for first 
place and divisiveness. 

But after Acts 1:8 "they were with one 
accord," they "were of one heart and of one 
soul." Why? Because of the power of the 
Holy Spirit to unite men in the joyful and 
exciting cause of reaching others for Christ. 
Without that power we can do nothing. 

"Living in thee, Lord 
And thou in me. 
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Constant abiding, 
This is my plea; 
Grant me Thy power, 
Boundless and free, 
Power with men 
And Power with Thee." 

IV. THE UNITY OF THE PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL 
--vs. 31d "And they spake the Word of God with 

boldness." 
--NOTE: It is of real interest that in Acts 2 

the same sequence of events happened. 
After prayer there came the presence of 

God, and the Power of the Holy Spirit and then 
the oroclamation of the Gospel of Christ. Acts 
2:4 "And they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost ,.>and began to speak in other languages" 
the gospel of Christ. 

In both the second and fourth chapters of 
Acts the immediate expression of being filled 
with the Holy Spirit was evangelism--proclaimin~ 
the gospel of Christ in clear language so that 
others might understand and be saved. 

I am convinced after 38 years in the min
istry that the more Spirit-filled a person is 
the more he will want to tell others about 
Christ and the less he is interested in calling 
attention to himself whether it be some alledgec 
"unknown" tongue or anything else that divides 
Christians. 

The Unity of Evangelism is that it unites 
us in the Proclamation of the Gospel of Christ .. 

V. THE UNITY OF A PASSION FOR ONE ANOTHER 
--vss. 34-35 
--NOTE: Note again that the Unity of Evangelism 

in Acts 2 brought the same result--the unity of 
a passion, a love, for one another. 

--Acts 2:45 "They sold their possessions and 
goods, and parted them to all men, as every man 
had need." 

--NOTE: Here in this new paragraph there is a 
sudden change. Just immediately before this all 
things were moving in the most exalted atmos
phere. There were great thoughts of God; there 
were prayers; there was the power of the Holy 
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Spirit. And now without warning the whole 
narative suddenly changes to the most prac
tical things. 

,However exalted these early Christians 
might be, however much they had the i r 
moments on the heights, the never for ot 
that someone was hungry, that someone had 
not enough and that all must help. Prayer 
was supremely important as was the Presence 
of God, the Power of the Holy Spirit and 
the Proclamation of the Gospel. But the 
culmination is passion and charity for one 
another. 

We must note one thing above all--this 
sharing was not the result of legislation 1'tre9nt"4 
it was utterly spontaneous. It was the 
result of that unity and passion that 
serving together in the quest for souls 
will always bring. 

--APPLY: There is something about joining 
together in evangelism that creates a love 
and a compassion for one another. It is 
impossible to love a man's soul and not 
care for his body. 

We cannot "love the lost" and hate 
the saved. 

The Unity of Evangelism is the unity 
of a passion for one another. This is 
why a lost world always says of a soul
winning church, "See how they love one 
another." 

CON: Have you gone through life, gathering 
rocks and building fences that divide you 
from others? 

It's harvest time now, and if you will , 
in obedience to Christ's command, "Lift up 
your eyes and look on the fields; for they 
are white already to harvest" (John 4:35). 
You discover that you can't see the fences 
that separate any more. They are covered 
by the harvest. 

So reach out and c l asp the hands of 
the rest of us as we march out into the fields 
joyfully united by evangelism ! 
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