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CHRIST'S LIVING THROUGH HIS CHURCH 
The Message of Acts For The Church Today 

THE MINISTRY OF INTERRUPTIONS 

Scripture: Acts 3 (Responsive reading 3:1-10) Pew Bible p. 945 

Intro: They barely had enough time to arrive for the service. So the 
two friends hurried on their way to church. Like of many of us, they 
were busy but agreed to worship together this day. They really did not 
have time to waste. And they did not want to be late! 

So far, nothing delayed them. Traffic was light and the 
weather was perfect. -- They arrived just in time. But as they were 
about to enter they were distracted. Their hushed conversation was 
rudely interrupted by a street person asking for a handout. 

The beggar looked every bit the part! He was dirty and poorly 
clothed and crippled. Like so many beggars, he had mastered the art of 
looking even more pathetic than he reall y was. With a sad countenance, 
which only the most heartless person cou ld ignore, and sitting in the 
dirt, 'he thrust his hand up toward them and begged for money. 

Every day he was left close to the main door of the church, 
knowing that, of all people, those most likely to help surely would be 
good church going folks. 

What were these friends to do? If they gave the beggar any 
time at all, they might miss the service . And they so much wanted to 
attend. After all, that's why they had travelled this great distance! 

They did the unusual! They missed church in order to help a 
beggar! They were on their way to do one thing, but abruptly turned 
and did something else, something they had never planned to do! 

What on earth possessed them to do such a thing? The answer is 
not found in what possessed them, but who possessed them. 

Remember, the theme of the Book of Acts is, "Christ's Living 
Through His Church." And so Christ did through them what He would have 
done through His own flesh and blood. Christ was never too busy to 
turn aside from what he was doing and get involved in Jtie Ministry, of 
{Dterruptioos. 

Acts 3 tells us that Peter and John abandoned their plans and 
got involved in The Ministry of Interruptions. 

Today, as Christ lives through His church, through you and me, 
we, like Peter and John, must allow Him to minister through us in the 
most unexpected manner, at the most unexpected time, and in the most 
unexpected places. This is he Ministry of Interruptions to which He 
calls every one of us. Since Christ is living through His church, and 
we are His church, we ~ respond to that call whenever it may come. 

he Ministry o erruP-tions is exciting because you never 
J; YO know when such an opportunity w i l l come. C. i~ -i;:. p eA:Jtl.. 4- __ {) _ 1 __ _ 
4c½3;1-10 ~1, ;1. ~-_,/~ ~~ ~, 1~,,.._;; ,~ 
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The Ministry of Interruptions: 

COMES WHEN WE LEAST EXPECT IT 
- -Acts 3:1 
- -NOTE: The date is not given, but the hour is. It was 11at the 
hour ·of pra er, 11 namely, at three in the afternoon. Now every 
practicing Jew knew that this hour was set aside for prayer, and 
nothing else was to transpire during this sacred time. 

2 

For the devout Jew there were 3 special hours of prayer--9 
a.m., 12 noon, and 3 p.m •• They realized prayer was efficacious 
whenever and wherever it was offered. But they felt it was doubly 
precious when offered in the Temple courts at the set hour. 

And so the last thing they expected to be doing at 3 p.m., 
the "hour of prayer," was helping a beggar! But The Ministry of 
Interruptions always comes when we least expect it! 

i --ILLUS: JRM and Gary Bevins experience on a Saturday night with 
two men who drove in from Big Lake ••• 1 

.. _ HocJI\. ,I .. ln-t11~-:.. /1v,,,.....,--t--- ,f- Oppolf-rU?llf j 1 

I I. FOCUSES ON PEOPLE 
1--Acts 3:2-4 

-NOTE: Luke's medical interest seems to be betrayed in the brief 
linical history he gives. It was a congenital case, he tell us. 
he man was now over 40 years old (4:22), and he was so severely 

handicapped that he had to be carried every day to the main 
~ ntrance of the Temple to beg. 

- -vs. 4 "And Peter, fastin his eyes upon hi with John, said, 
Look on us. 11 John Stott, "Looking straight at him. 11 They focused 
on J:um. Up to this time their focus had been on the hour of 
prayer. Now is was on the need of a person. 

He was in desperate need of friendship, sympathy, and 
health. Anyone could see this . But Peter and John saw in him a 
greater need. They would have never become aware of this had they 
only given his a passing glance. But when they focused on him, 
"fastened their eyes on him, 11 they saw his real need, placed their 
plans aside, and got involved in The Ministry of Interruptions. 
--~: Peter and John had clear objectives. The Great . 
Conmission was still fresh on their minds. The world rwst hear 
the gospel! Peter and John were men on the move with a clear 
vision and purpose. They could have looked at the beggar as an 
obstacle. They could have "passed by on the other side," as the 
priest and Levi te had done )'\ t.hf!u~ v//,1.y Tu Tk Tc.Atl'fe . 

--APPLY: What is our objective? What are our goals? When we get 
to heaven it will be vividly clear . We will find only people in 
heaven! There will be no ~o.t.es, no ~ on 
intriguing themes, no lengthy studi.es, or s.LJPre¥S? 

People are the raw materi a l of heaven. If we become 
enamored with .9rgjects, ~ . and ~ GaJ,;~ b# and never lend a hand 
to people along the way--if we say, "Doing this will not help me 
acc~l ish my objective," what are we really thinking about? 
Programs, not people! And we sha l l never know the unexpected joy 
that comes from The Ministry of Interruptions! 
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111. DRAWS ON PJYJNE RESOURCES 3 
- ~2ts 3:5-6 
--NOTE: (~) "Expecting to receive something of them." It is 
not uncorrmon for people to expect from us that which we do not 
have to give. fc, 

The beggar to Peter and John, "Expecting to receive 
something of them," something which they did not have. But often 
what a person thinks he needs and what he really needs are two 
different things. 

(vs 6) Peter offered him, not silver and gold, but 
something far better. What hunan resources could not supply, 
divine resources were about to supply! The beggar would discover 
that the name of Jesus is more desirable than silver and gold. 
--~: In the days of sailing ships, a terrible storm arose and 
a ship was lost in an uncharted area of the ocean. Only one 
crewnan survived. He was washed up on a small Lninhabited island. 
He was self sufficient and felt that in time he surely would 
figure a way to get back to civilization. Each day he watched for 
a passing ship but saw nothing. Eventually he built a crude hut 
in which he stored things he had recovered from the wreck. 

And then one day, as t he sailor was returning from his 
daily search for food, he saw a col1.111n of smoke. As he ran to it 
he saw his hut in flames. All was lost. Not only was he alone, 
but now he had nothing to help him in his struggle for survival. 
Stumed and overcome with despair he slipped into deep depression. 
Realizing that all hunan resources had failed him, he turned to 
God as his last and only hope. The sailor asked for deliverance. 
The next morning, he rose early and went down to the sea. There, 
to his amazement, he saw a ship lying offshore and a small boat 
rowing toward him. When he met the ship's captain, he asked him 
how he had known to send help. The captain replied, "Why we saw 
your smoke signal yesterday, but by the time we drew close the 
tide was against us. So e had to wait until ow to come and J,vl. ,{. ~~ o•f 
rescue you 11 ~ -11¼. · 1,..1 . ..-.-... ' l-0 -,,o+ 11~- ~e f-o l,,,t fl .1d"II. )!r • }j,,.,,..,,,-.,._'F ~ r - ~ f71.u), ql(Au, ""t .,,,,,_ rw:,rOU/{"$f 

-APPLY: When those unexpected opportunities of ministry come our 
ay we must draw on His divine resources and not trust in our own. 

homas Aquinas once vis i ted P~ Innocent IV. The pope 
showed him the rich treasures of the Vatican and ,bgasted.,.. "the 
time has gone when the church would say, 'Silver and gold have I 
none.'" "Yes," replied Aquinas, 11and the time has gone when the 
church could say to the lame man a the tefll)le gate, "Rise up and 
walk!" 

IV. BRINGS HEALING AND JOY 
--Acts :7-11 
--vs 7a "And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up" 
Peter did not stand back and watch the man struggle to his feet. 
He leaned forward and took him by the right hand and heloed him to 
h · f h -1- P,elF-1 • bu h · J,, el •'( . 1s eet. Te~ wa ~ 1st ' s, t t e hand eter's. The 
power is always Christ's, but He expects us to extend a hand to 
help lift othe to their feet. ~ 1>,ss:J,,'f/:JL4-,-:te1A.---' 

....- Peter's taking the man by the hand was not a gesture of 
\

1 unbelief, but of love. Besides , this was something Peter had seen 
( Jesus do when He took Jairus' daughter by the hand. 
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--vs 7b Then instantl , Dr. Luke continues, the man's feet and 
ankles became strong. • • .. 
--vs 8 So strong that he jl.Jll)ed to his feet and began to walk, 
which he had never done before. And he even went with Peter and 
John into the Temple courts, all the time .D.Y.i..A.1~ and · i , and 7 

r God. APl'J.'{: H.A.s Goo Do-n-!. 5&Ufe:IH"1 yoo k · · · · 
--vss 9-11 tell us that the people saw him and KNEW that he was 
the man who sat at the gate of the Temple. Not only was the man 
amazed as what had happened to him 
were amazed as well·· l l because tl ~J Wad -;6_,--:6@ 
took time out to help a man in nee< C')___ 

i volved in The Ministry of Int.err, -----102~ _i ~ ~T 
··APPLY: There are oegple all arour / -
one who knows the name of Jesus to /4 ii ..A.v<lV 

/1 1 )~ -1,r / by the hand and lift them up. 11 Ther , l,V .-

- A ..:..- .J, '1 ~ verge of breaking up that need the ~v.,,v 

can bring. There are peopje we pas ~ ....LYJI C"'r , ~ / 

lame man at the Temple gate, have r ~ -- ~~l. ~~~ 1ri .J 
and joyless existence. We may not ~\ lD.J-a~ t. ~ 
be on our schedule for the day, but lA / ~ , ~.,= - d 11 

are on His schedule. And He wants " ~v ''-/12 ~ 
avai lable that when we pass their "' 4 'l--1 .;..-u 'f 
~ them. _And whether included on f ~~..D.--

of not, we ~ "take them by the ha,.... -·.... • ---- ~· ,,..., ~.., "',..,,. .. , .., 
alone who brings healing and joy. 

V. PROV!DES AN C~PORTUMITY TO WITNESS 
I - -Acts 3: 12-26 

--vs 12a 11And when Peter saw it11 What happened? 11He answered 
unto the people ••• 11 He 11saw it11 as an opportunity to witness! 
--NOTE: Peter had no idea as he and John were on their way to the 
Temple that he would be doing the preaching that day. That was 
the furthest thing from his mind! But God knew it all along. He 
arranged for a lame man to be placed in Peter's path so that 
through The Ministry of Interruption a !!!2D might be healed and MV1.T~TvD65 M.f('tf-

~ the gospel 11( gl be preached. '/..,ST' , l'1 ' " · ' • 

What would of happened had Peter and John been so tied to 
their agenda, so determined to stick to their schedule that they 
brushed passed the beggar as they tossed him a coin? 

Peter and John always appeared to be in a hurry. On 
resurrection morning John himself records, 11So they RAN both 
together ••• and came to the sepulchre" (John 20:4). But for some 
reason this day they were sensitive enough to turn aside and help 
a man in need. nd out of this came the grand opportunity to 
witness to a large crowd. They witnessed about the very th ings we 
are to witness about in our Ministry of Interruptions. 

I 

1. About The Work of Christ 
--Acts 3:12-13 (READ) 
··NOTE: Peter realized the crowd mistakenly believed his power 
had healed the man. He was quick to deny it. Had Peter fallen 
for that subtle temptation, his ministry would have ended then 
and there. 
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--n 7b Then ins antl , Dr. Luke continues, the man's feet and 
ankles became strong. • • .. 
-·vs 8 So strong that he jl.J11)ed to his feet and began to walk, 
which he had never done before. And he even went wi t.h Peter and 
John into the T~le courts, all the time walking and · i , and 7 

r God. AFl'J.Y.: H.A.s GcD Dcn1~ ~~e-lH~ ?Oo k , · · ' 
--vss 9·11 tell us that the people saw him and KNEW that he was 
the man who sat at the gate of the T~le. Not only was the man 
amazed as what had happened to him but now all the other people 
were amazed as well· · LL because two men on their way to church 
took time out to help a man in need. They were willing to get 
i valved in :rl'ie t.Unistr-t of lnter:.r:up_ti oosJ 
--~: There are pegple all around us who desperately need some
one who knows the name of Jesus to pause long enough to "take them 
by the hand and lift them up. 11 There are famil jes on the very 
verge of breaking up that need the healing that only Jesus Christ 
can bring. There are eeople we pass by every day who, like the 
lame man at the T~le gate, have resigned themselves to an efll)ty 
and joyless existence. We may not know their names, they may not 
be on our schedule for the day, but God knows their names and they 
are on His schedule. And He wants us to be available-·so , 
available that when we pass their way, we will see them··really 
~ them. },nd whether included on our "things to d list t ay" 
of not, we ~ ~ake them by the hand and lead them to know Him 
alone who brings healing and joy. 

V. PROVIDES AN m»PORTUNITY TO WI TNESS 
I --Acts 3: 12-26 
- vs 12a "And when Peter saw it" What happened? "He answered 
unto the people ••• 11 He "saw it" as an opportunity to witness! 
--NOTE: Peter had no idea as he and John were on their way to the 
Tefll)le that he would be doing the preaching that day. That was 
the furthest thing from his mind! But God knew it all along. He 
arranged for a lame man to be placed in Peter's path so that 
through Jtie Ministry of lnterrupt1 a !!!!!!! might be healed and MVI-T~Tl/Dti,J ~t,'tf-

~ the gospel 11t,gl ft preached. )<.ST0R,1111y 1.N 1\iss • · I 
What would of happened had Peter and John been so tied to 

their agenda, so determined to stick to their schedule that they 
brushed passed the beggar as they tossed him a coin? 

Peter and John always appeared to be in a hurry. On 
resurrection morning John himself records, "So they RAN both 
together ... and came to the sepulchre" (John 20:4). But for some 
reason this day they were sensitive enough to turn aside and help 
a man in need. nd out of this came the grand opportunity to 
witness to a large crowd. They witnessed about the very things we J, / 
are to witness about - ---) f lo 

1. About The Work of Christ 
··Acts 3:12-13 (READ) 
··NOTE: Peter realized the crowd mistakenly believed his power 
had healed the man. He was quick to deny it. Had Peter fallen 
for that subtle t~tation, his ministry would have ended then 
and there. 
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To claim the glory that rightfully belongs to God is 

deadly. Even to sit passively and let others dra it around 
your shoulders is the sure way to ruin. I am certain Peter 
knew well the truth taught by Isaiah: 111 am the Lord; that is 
my name! I will not give my glory to another 

(Isa. 42:8). 
Peter and John were well aware of their own 

limitations. They were also aware that there was no limitation 
to what the Risen Christ could do through them and with them. 
--aef.b!: 11Therein lies the secret of the Christian life. The· 
Christian knows that so long as he thinks of what "I can do and 
what I can be," there can be nothing but failure. But when he 
thinks of "not I, but Christ in me11 there is nothing but power 
aod victory! 

nstead of basking in the glory of having helped some 
poor brother along the way, we, like Peter and John, ITlJSt see 
this as an opportunity to preach CHRIST! And "preach not 
ourselves but Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 11 1 

2. About The Power of Faith 
--Acts 2:16 (READ) 
--NOTE : Twice in this verse Peter speaks of the power of faith. 
He neither mentions the man' s merits nor his own abilities It 
~j~~e work of Christ that brought the healing. And the 
~a1th +faimed it. 
--APPLY: "By grace through fii1h. you are saved, and that not of 
yourselves; it is a gift of God & not of works lest ..a_ny man •• . 11 

3. About The Necessity of Repentance 
--Acts :19 
--NOTE: Repentance will have certain consequences: 

* It will change one's past: Sins will be 11blotted out11 

* It will change one's future: There will be "times of 
refreshing." 

--~: WHAT IS REPENTANCE? Suppose you are driving along the 
highway and you see Christ indicating that He would like to 
travel with you. So you stop, open the back door of your car, 
and wait for him. He hesitat es and immediately you see your 
mistake. You reach back, close the door, and quickly open the 
front door on the passenger s ide. Again He hesitates, and you 
are puzzled for a moment. Then your understand! You close 
that door and open the door on the driver's side, slide into 
the passenger's seat, and invite Him to take the wheel. THAT'S 
REPENTANCE! You travel the road of life with Christ in control! 

4. About The Return of Christ 
l --Acts 3:20-21 l.O 

--NOTE: Why does Peter include the Return of Christ in his 
sermon? Because 11He will judge the living and the dead at His 
appearing!" Christ will judge us on the basis of whether we 
have accepted Hjs work for us through repentance and f.ai..th.t. 
The return of Christ is a vi t a l part of the gosped a1i I I: is l! 
We ITlJSt share the good news t hat "He shall send Jesus Christ}' 
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5. About The Forgiveness of Sin 
--Acts 3:26 (READ LATER) ~ 
--NOTE: As Peter continued his sermon, his last words were, 
"Unto you first, God having raised up His Son Jesus, sent Him 
to bless you, in turning away every one of you from his 
iniguities. 11 

6 

It is intriguing that Peter did not talk about their 
being turned from their infirmities, but from their iniquities. 
After all, wasn't that the main event in this scene--the 
healing of the lame man? And don't you suppose that in a crowd 
that large others needed to be healed? But Peter realized an 
even greater need--their need for the forgiveness of sin. 

CON: Te Ministry of Interruptions. It all began with a sirrple 
incident. "Now a man crippled from birth was carried to the 
t~le gate to beg from those going into the t~le courts. When 
he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money." 

Peter could have said, "Don't bother me. Can't you see we are 
on our way to a prayer meeting? After all, this IS the hour of 
prayer! Some other time, perhaps, but not now. We have a fixed 
schedule, a regimented pattern of life, and an inflexible 
determination to hold to it." But he didn't. He had an entirely 
different reaction b 

Flexibility o~~~ the hallmarks of these men. I am sure 
that three years with Jesus contributed to that lifestyle. If it 
;.;eren' t a woman i,ii th a,, issue of blood, ur c1 blind beggar on lhe 
road to Jericho, or a tax collector sitting in a sycamore tree, it 
was a fallen woman at Jacob's well. Interruptions and changed 

~1L1,..-.>plans were nothing new to Christ's COl1l)8nions. 
1/'V • THERE IS A GREAT LESSON FOR US ALL AS WE WALK WITH THE LORD. 

Stay flexible! Keep your eyes open for the unexpected opportunity 
to preach Christ! Yes, we 111.1st set goals and maintain schedules. 
Yes, we 111.1st establish some spir i tual habits that require a fixed 
time and place. But don't become rigid, uptight, and inflexible. 

Maintain clear objectives in t he framework of an orderly life, 
but surround them with a gentle, flexible attitude that recognizes 
and seizes every opportunit The Ministry of Interruptions 
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1ip, 6:30 P.M. SPECIAL EVENTS AT FffiST BAPTIST 

~ 8:00A.M. 

SUNDAY. AUGUST 2 

Bus Ministry Pick-up 
9:00A.M. Bible Study 

Jerold McBride l0:30A.M. Morning Worship 

Interruptions ll:45A.M. Adult Sunday School, W-205 (no child care provided) • ible page 945 
5:l5P.M. WMU Leadership Team, Room W-101 

~ 6:30P.M. Evening Worship 
7:45 P.M. All Church Talent Show, Wilson Hall ~ 

Day To ltead MONDAY, AUGUST 3 ~ 
nent in 1998 4:00P.M. Youth Lake Day, Lake Cabin • 6:00P.M. "Spice Up The Neighborhood" Night, Wilson Hall ~ J;nq Schedule UJ 

Q) 
«) 

Thursday - Hebrews 3 
-"' 

TUESDAY. AUGUST 4 "' 0 

11111 0 °' fr;day - Hebrews 4 
'D 

9:30A.M. Baptist Women, HiRise 
r- -0 r--

Saturday - Hebrews 5 !I) C 0 
4:00 P.M. University Lake Day, Lake Cabin "' X UJ 'Sf' 

•ews 6 - ·t E- .;, 
11111 "' i'~ 

WEDNESDAY. AUGUST 5 r- ::i:: Q) ' 

~ 
4- bJl v; 
0 C 

7:00A.M. Prayer Breakfast, Wilson Hall ... --< °' 
YOU TODAY ~ 

Q) 
C 5:30 P.M. Weekly Workers' Meeting C ... "' 1r family worship, we have 6:00 P.M. Family Fellowship Dinner/Bible Study, 0 CIJ 

s and younger located in Wilson Hall ~ 
u 

of our ushers for Youth Dinner, Annex #6-Blue Door 
6:30 P.M. Youth LIFE Source, Annex #6-Blue Door 

GA' s, E-113 11111 ip we ask that no one RA's, E-113 r-
Mission Friends - Ages 4&5, CLC-5 !I) 7:30P.M. Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 

8:00 P.M. University Bible Study, Annex #6-Blue Door ~ 
'AFF 
ride, Pastor -jucation and Administration -ii. ~dull Education/Outreach THURSDAY. AUGUST 6 
nister of Music 
of Youth and University 3:00P.M. Senior Adult Lake Day, Lake Cabin 
,f Childhood Education 
Visitation Assistant 

FRIDAY.AUGUST? 

1, Pianist Senior Adult Trip to Granbury 
r,Organist 



Message 

Evening Worship, 6:30 P.M. 

Jerold McBride 
The Ministry of Interruptions 
Acts 3 - Pew Bible page 945 

Just 5 Minutes A Day To Read 
• The New Testament in 1998 

Week Thirly Reading Schedule 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesdm; 

- Philemon Thursday 
- Hebrews 1 f riday 
- Hebrews 2 Saturday 

- Hebrews 3 
- Hebrews 4 

- Hebrews 5 
Sunday - Hebrews 6 

WE WELCOME YOU TODAY 
Parents: To help you and your family worship, we have 
child care for children 3 years and younger located in 
our preschool area. Ask any of our ushers for 
directions. 

To maintain a spirit of worship we ask that no one 
leave during the service. 

OUR STAFF 
Jerold R. McBride, Pastor 

Ronnie Laughlin, Minister of Education and Administration 
Larry Shotwell, Minister of Adult Education/Outreach 

Mark Moeller, Minister of Music 
Lance Herrington, Minister of Youth and University 
Mary Ann Pape, Director of Childhood Education 

Tom Martin, Pastor's Visitation Assistant 

Liz Laughlin, Pianist 
Linda Bratcher, Organist 

SPECIAL EVENTS AT FIRST BAPTIST 

8:00A.M . 
9:00A.M. 

10:30AM. 
11 :45 A.M. 
5:15 P.M. 
6:30P.M. 
7:45 P .M. 

4:00P.M. 
6:00 P.M. 

9:30A.M. 
4:00 P.M. 

7:00A.M. 
5:30 P.M. 
6:00 P.M. 

6:30 P.M. 

7:30P.M. 
8:00 P.M. 

3:00 P.M. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 

Bus Ministry Pick-up 
Bible Study 
Morning Worship 
Adult Sunday School, W-205 (no child care provided) 
WMU Leadership Team, Room W-101 
Evening Worship 
All Church Talent Show, Wilson Hall 

MONDAY, AUGUST 3 

Youth Lake Day, Lake Cabin 
"Spice Up The Neighborhood" Night, Wilson Hall 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 

Baptist Women, HiRise 
University Lake Day, Lake Cabin 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5 

Prayer Breakfast, Wilson Hall 
Weekly Workers' Meeting 
Family Fellowship Dinner/Bible Study, 
Wilson Hall 
Youth Dinner, Annex #6-Blue Door 
Youth LIFE Source, Annex #6-Blue Door 
GA's, E-113 
RA' s, E-113 
Mission Friends - Ages 4&5, CLC-5 
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 
University Bible Study, Annex #6-Blue Door 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6 

Senior Adult Lake Day, Lake Cabin 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 7 

Senior Adult Trip to Granbury 



MORNING W ORSIDP 
August 2, 1998 

An Offering of Music 
Call to Worship 

224 Holy Ground 
Morning Prayer 
Hymn 621 

Linda Bratcher 

Mark Moeller & Congregation 

Jerold McBride 

"Lead On, 0 King Eternal" 
Men on verse 1, ladies on verse 2, all sing verse 3 

We Welcome You Lance Herrington 

387 Bies/ Be the Tie 
(As the chorus is sung, children ages 4 & 5, grades 1-3 are invited 

to join the Pastor on the platfonn steps.) 

A Time for Children Jerold McBride 

Hymn9 
The Ministry of Prayer 
Worship in Song 

Holy ls the Lord 
Ronnie Laughlin 
Sanctuary Choir 

Shout to God Martin 

Message Jerold McBride 
The Benefits of Obedience 

John 21:1-22- Pew Bible page 941 & 942 

Hymn of Commitment 447 
Offertory Music 

Trust and Obey 
Liz Laughlin 

Larry Shotwell 
Harold Chandler 

Linda Bratcher 

Sharing Commitments 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Organ Dismissal 

**DEACONS OF THE WEEK** 
Richard Jackson • Kyle Wright 

Guests are invited to visit with the Pastor in the libra,y 
following the morning service. Go through the 

door by the organ. 

For the Hearing Impaired : Wireless hearing aids are available from any usher. 

We welcome to worship a larger congregation through the facilities of Kl.ST, Channel 
8 (Channel 5 on TCA Cable), and radio broadcast of 

KCRN FM 93.9 and KCRN AM 1340. 

SERMON NOTES 
The Benefits of Obedience 

John 21: 1-22 -Pew Bible page 941 & 942 

I. A FULLNESS -John21:6-11 

II. A FELLOWSIDP-John 21:12-14 

III. A FUNCTION -John 21:15-17 

IV. A FOE-John 21:18-19 

V. A FREEDOM-John 21:20-22 

Christ asks you to: 
Commit - Ps. 37:5 
Call - Rom. 10:13 
Come - Matt. 11:28 

HOW TO RI 
AS YOl 

What must I do to be saved? 

CONFESS that you have sinn< 

ACKNOWLEDGE the seriou 
of sin is death, but the gift of C 
Christ our Lord." (Romans 6:2: 

REALIZE that Christ died for 
us, in that, while we were yet s 

BELIEVE that Christ can sav, 
Christ and you will be saved." 

ASK Christ to save you right n 
the name of the Lord (ask the I 

HOW TO JOH 
During the hymn of comminne 
pastor is standing. Tell him or 
like to join in one of the folio~ 

BY PROFESSION OF FA! 
receiving Christ as your person 
faith by baptism, you may join 

BY TRANSFER OF MEMI 
another Baptist church, we wir 
our church. 

BY STATEMENT-If you hi 
personal Savior and have been 
your conversion, you may join I 
or a minister. 

BY BAPTISM - If you have a 
Savior but have never been ba1 
candidate for baptism. 

Phone anytime during the weel 
will be glad to talk with you at 
Baptist Church. 
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HOW TO RECEIVE CHRIST 
AS YOUR SAVIOR 

What must I do to be saved? 

CONFESS that you have sinned. "For all have sinned." 
(Romans 3:23a) 

ACKNOWLEDGE the seriousness of sin. "For the wages (result) 
of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." (Romans 6:23) 

REALIZE that Christ died for you. "But God proved His love to 
us , in that, while we were yet sinners Christ died for us." 

(Romans 5:8) 

BELIEVE that Christ can save you. "Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and you will be saved." (Acts 16:3 I) 

ASK Christ to save you right now. "For whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord (ask the Lord) shall be saved." (Romans 10:13) 

HOW TO JOIN FIRST BAPTIST 
During the hymn of commitment, simply come to the front where the 
pastor is standing. Tell him or one of the other ministers you would 
like to join in one of the following ways: 

BY PROFESSION OF FAITH AND BAPTISM - If you are 
receiving Christ as your personal Savior and are willing to share your 
faith by baptism, you may join in this manner . 

BY TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP - If you are a member of 
another Baptist church, we will have your membership transferred to 
our church. 

BY STATEMENT - If you have previously accepted Christ as your 
personal Savior and have been baptized by immersion as a symbol of 
your conversion, you may join by simply stating this fact to the pastor 
or a minister. 

BY BAPTISM - If you have accepted Christ as your personal 
Savior but have never been baptized by immersion, you may join as a 
candidate for baptism. 

Phone anytime during the week (655-4101) and one of our ministers 
will be glad to talk with you about your becoming a member of First 
Baptist Church. 


