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11JESUS I PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE" 

~iv&J,JOC/~) , 1 I '!4. .. _ 7w .J 4 --~ -e 
SCRIPTURE: Acts 20:35 (c' ... ·"'t ""' 1 1 , 

1,v< 1 • . • , 1, 1'. ,1 ,1. , ' i' • ,....,_.A(.4:~ 

INTRODUCTION: Every living soul has a "philosophy of life. 11 Some few refine their 
concepts and present them in an organized system. Others simply have their philosophy 
of life without really being able to articulate it. But both have a definite 
philosophy of life. 

The communist and the Christian, the materialist and the spiritualist, the 
educated and the untrained, all alike have a philosophy of life. 

Jesus also has a philosophy of life--a philosophy revealed through his own earthly 
ministry. He portrayed upon the stage of human history a philosophy of life which has 
changed the d,;ixectian_of history and altered the dest~of entire civilizations. 

Paul captured Jesus' philosophy of life in one""orlef sentence--"It is more blessed 
to give than to receive. 11 1 ,: 1/ /~f , , '~ p// -1.r 

I. 

2. 

-
.s 

_ ..._ _ _w.iiii,W,j ___ ....,"-11_~-~!.U/.~--the.- - --
--Ild ,J:&3 : What is the central verse in the Bible? Not the geographical center 
bii't't'Fie spiritual center of the Bible? onn 3:16? No, for as glorious as it 
is, it springs from something deeper--The joyousness of giving moved God to 
create and to redeem. 

God gave of himself in creation and when man, whom he had created and 
placed on earth sinned, "God so loved that he gave" again. 
(1) Because i t is the basis of redempt ion 

--llohn 3 :16 
--EXEGES The Bible is a book of redemption. From Oenesis 3:15 to the 
last verse in Revelation, the story of rederrption is told. And, the main 
spring from which redemption flows is the blessedness, the joyousness of 
giving. 

(2) Because it is the "Supreme Beatitude" 
--NOTE: This the title which Earle V. Pierce gives these words of Jesus. 
--JLT,IJS.,:_ How many beatitudes in the Bible? A full 100! The word "blessed" 
or"blessing" or some similar word, occurs 600 times in the Bible. 

ich Promises Happiness 
--"It is more blessed" 
--EXEGESIS· Blessedness, happiness, aad mope Bles~edne BS points to 
well being--perfect poise and peace, a quality of richness of soul 
that is unaffected by the wind and wave of advercity. Indeed, though 
esus was a "man of sorrows" yet he was "blessed." 

--:'7 b. Which is germinal to all other Beatitudes 
--]J,l,US.:.,. It is the root and the father of them all. The other beatitudes 
are but its bountiful fruit. 

"~i.11ii,,i.._c· _.n ~he Life of Christ 
--~ The very heart-throb of Jesus is felt in the pulse-beat of these nine 
short words-- 11It is more blessed to give than to receive." How or when Paul 
got this strieking declaration from the Lord we know not. But when he got it, 
he got that which was central in our Lord's life. 
(1) Because it was the Principle by which he lived 

--Mirk · O:.h5 "For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister and to give his life a ransom for many." 

--John 10:11 "I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life 
for his sheep." 



I. THE CENTRALITY OF THIS PHILOSOPHY 
1. It is Central in the Thought of the Bible 
2. It is Central in the Life of -2-

3. 

Christ 

--I..1...~!,l,.".,a,,M.Mu.8ml 8:9- "For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye 
hrough his poverty might be rich." 

-rPhilippians 2:5-8 (PHILLIPS) "Let Christ Jesus be your example as 
I 

to what your at titude should be. For he, who had always been God by 
1nature, did no t cling to his prerogatives as God's equal, but stripped 
himself of all privilege by consenting to be a slave by nature and being 
born as mortal man. And, having become man, he humbled himself by living 
a life of utter obedience, even to the ext ent of dying, and the death 
he died was the death of a common criminal." 

- --Il,[,US; Jesus' giving bread to the hungry, sight to the blind, life to 
thedead, hope to the hopeless (G•daraJ, forgiveness to the unforgiven 
(Adultress in Temple), joy to the despondent (Cleophas), and ultimateL his 
life for our eternities! I 

(2) Because it was the dominate theme in what he taught. 
-, - ...,.. .... ,..._2: -2.h "And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let 

him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. For whoso
ever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life 
for my sake, the same shall save it." 

T il:l·U§ · James and John grasping after first place in Christ• s kingdom. 
Mark 10:41-44 "And when the ten heard it, they began to be much displeased 
with James and John. But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, 
Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise 
lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them. 
But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among you, 
shall be your minister: And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall 
e servant of all." 

.42 "Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would 
borrow of thee turn not thou away." 

--Luke 6:27-3~ (READ ) 
· Central in Christian tiving 

''What does it mean to ea Christian?" To be genuinely Christian one 
must be Christ-like. In order to be Christ -like, one mus t make that which is 
cent ral in Christ's life, central in his own life. A crossless Christianity 
is a Christless Christ ianity. I ftt~AA"lvl 
(lJ Since it governs our rate of spiritual growth 

-- roverbs 11:25 "The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that wat ereth 
shall be watered also himself." 
- uke 6:30 "Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him that 

keth away thy goods ask them not again." 
US: Life in Dead Sea--Sea of Galilee. / How much life and growth would 

found in a: 
' 11. R,-ose refusing to bud 

, 2. Spring refusing to flow 
3. Heart refusing to give blood? 

(2J Since it determines our frui t fulness 
-- I Corinthians 9:6-7, "But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall 
reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also "-
bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so Iet 11 1 
him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a clieerf111 gLver; ~~ 

--John 12:24-25 "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat 
fall into the ground and die, it abideth a.Lone: but if i t die, i t 
bringeth forth much fruit. He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he 
that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal." 

Y-- : The story "Magnificent Obsession" 
-- ATIU. You are fruitful to the degree that you give--give of 
yourself in service, your witness, your possessions. 



I. THE CENTRALITY OF THIS PHILOSOPHY 
1. It is Central in the Thought of the Bible 
2. It is Central in the Life of Christ-3-
3. It is Central in Christian Living 

(3) 

• 

• 

Since it Controls The Progress of God's Kingdom 
--Matthew 6:19-20 "Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where 

moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 
But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:" 

--~ViGESIS ~ How can you "lay up treasures in heaven?" By putting your 
treasures in something that is going to heaven--people! Selfishness is 
the mud that slows down the chariot wheels of God's kingdom. 

II. THE CONTRADICTION OF THIS l'HIL SOPHYi 
--Ge is 13-:10-lla "And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of 
Jordan, that it was well watered every where, before the Lord destroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrah, even as the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, as thou comest 
unto Zoar. Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east:" 

This philosophy of Christ crashes head on into man's philosophy. It is a 
corrtradiction of all that man believes. The philosophy of the average man is that 
real life, the happy and successful life consists of getting not giving! 
1. Jt is a contradiction of popular thought 

Earle Pierce states, '~is is the most disbelieved verse in the Bible. \ 
It is the object of such disbelief because it is in diametrical opposition to 
popular thought. Popular thought says, "Get all you can, and can all you get!" 
(1) Which springs from man's inverted ego 

ILLUS: Adam and Eve thought it would be better to GET something which 
coked good than to GIV~ unto God the obedience due him. 

: 1 Three Scotchmen were in a strange town on the Sabbath, and t hey 
to go to church, but so as t o escape the collection. They waited 

t ime for t he sermon and went in. But , alas! at-the close of the 
sermon the preacher announced, "Now we will have the offering which was 
omitted earlier." Wha t should they do? One fainted and the other two 
carried him out! 

(2) Which insists upon one's own rights 
---ill!lili~~-- Prodigal son--"give me" 

X--Af'PLICATIDN: Unnecessary suits. Unused insurance collections, etc. 
2. It is a Contradiction of Militant ag~essiveness 

Militant aggressiveness says, 0 ake advantage of every possible op
portunity of personal promotion and gain. If you don't t ake i t some one else 
will." 

~ cau~e of this false ideal, human misery can be accounted ~or: lust 
instead of love, grasping and greed instead of generosity, selfishness instead 
of service, conflict instead of co-operation, destruction where there should 
be the building of life. Man has set himself against his fellow men. Tribes 
and races have pursued the suicidal course of hate. Wars have wrecked the 
earth, and all because men have believed that blessedness is in getting rather 
than in giving, th t l t t 1 d CJ ta. This marks the course of sin and 
of sinners. 

~t the stark tragedy is that it has penetrated, like a subtle, insidious 
poison, the very life also of the saints, moving them to resist the call to 
y·eld completely to God's will. 
( ) Which "uses" others 

--U·J·Y§• James and J ohn ... the others "much displeased." Rung in another's 
ladder of success. Impersonal 
Which is more interested in the "end" than in the "means" 

--UJ:U§; Jesus I refusal to take a "low road to a high goal. 11 



I. 

III. 

THE CENTRALITY OF THIS PHILOSOPHY II. THE CONTRADICTION OF THIS (j. 
PHILOSOPHY I 1. It is Central in the Thought of the Bible 

2. It is Central in the Life of . . -bi. 1. It is a 0:mtradiction of popu
lar thought Christ 

3. It is Central in Christian Living 2. It is a 0:mtradiction of Militant 
THE CHALLENGE OF THIS PHILOSOPHY{ aggressiveness 

--Within these words of Christ there is a challenge that calls forth the best 
within us! 
1. There is a moral challen e 

: 1 Much of the immoral pattern of our day is a result of a departure 
from the philosophy of Jesus--a philosophy that it is more blessed to give 
than to receive. And so acts of immorality are committed with only the thought 
of receiving momentary thrill but with no thought of giving anything in 
return. By fraud and pretense one leads another to believe that he feels one 
way toward him when he really doesn't--simply to gain selfish and lustful 
satisfaction. 

2. social challenge 

-

\ 

-wo&.111WM...£J2.ld;u,;.,.JW,ai,i...1~ .a...~ .i..1.i...Wi1~ ..a.iJ.l.i.i.a....i,i.li&i.w,SiU,l~of Christ's philosophy when 
he said to the lame man outside the temple, "Such as I have give I thee." 
You may not have much but you can give what you have. 

Have y0u ever thought of the things you would like to give? "I 
would like to give a boy's daddy back to him. I would like to return the 
widow's husband. I would like to take steel braces away from the little legs 
of every crippled child and let them romp and play as healthy children should. 
I would like to return virtue to girl~ who have soiled themselves before leaving 
the early years of high school. I would like to take the bars away from men 
who have no hope. I would like to give earing to the deaf and speech to the 
mute. These, and many more, are the gifts I would like to give. 

But I will give what I can! I will give courage and love, faith and hope, 
consideration and respect. This is a wonderful line, "but such as I have 
give I thee" s 3:6~. You have a lot to give, And so do I. 
(1) Which shares what you have 

tihing- i.!ii certain. You 
can't share faith, if you are lost. 
own day is filled with fears. You can't warm other souls with love, if 
your own spirit is selfish and grasping. The disciple said, "such as I 
have give I." This is a good time to take inventory. What do you have? 

_ .. n,t,JJS;. A surgical magazine tells the story of a hard-pressed, irritable, 
nervous, overworked surgeon in a New York hospital ready to perform aq 
emergency operation. He was in a hurry; there were other operations to 
perform that day. 

They wheeled in the patient, a beautiful girl of seventeen, who was 
seriously injured in an accident. She had not been told that she was 
probably a hopeless case. The nurse, who was to administer the anesthetic, 
stood over her and said kindly, "Relax, breathe deeply, and you 1ll forget 
the pain." 

The girl looked up at the nurse an:i said, ''Would you mind very much 
if first I repeated something my mother taught me when I was a little 
girl? I would like to say the twenty-third Psalm. 11 

The nurse looked at the doctor, who nodded and the girl began, "The 
Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want." The surgeon continued his prepa
rations, but everyone else stood silent, listening. They had heard t hese 
wonderful words in church many times, but they never sounded so moving 
before. Here t hey had another meaning, a deeper kind of meaning. 

The girl went on: > "Though I walk through the valley of t he shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me. 11 The nurse .fieldth.e 
cone above her to begin the anesthetic. 

"Hold it," the surgeon said, "Let her finish." Then he spoke to the 
girl: 11Go on, honey, say it to the end and say it for me, too, won 1t you?" 



I. 

II. 

THE CENTRALITY OF THIS PHILOSOPHY 
1. It is Central in the Thought of the Bible 
2. It is Central in the Life of Christ 
3. It is Central in Christian Living 
THE CONTRADICTION OF THIS PHIL~SOPHY 
1. It is a Contradiction of popular thought 
2. It is Contradiction of Militant aggressiveness 

III. THE CHALLENGE OF THIS €: 
PHILOSOPHY . . ~ . 
1. There is a moral chal

len e 

They all listened as her heart full of faith filled the operating 
room with some of the most moving words ever written. The doctor looked 
down at her. He was relaxed, his sense of irritation gone. There was no 
feeling of other duties pressing him. His patient was at peace and ready 
for him. Everyone in that room was lifted by the girl's faith. How 
could an operation performed under such conditions fail to be a success? 

Such as I have ... l give. What do you have? I mean what do you 
have beyond a few dollars, beyond the meaningless patter of a coffee break, 
and beyond the symbols of status that you have obtained? What do you 
have to give to these lives who hunger and thirst for eternal meat and 
drink? 

Don't be so economical with your smiles! Don't hoard your laughter! 
Don't be a miser with your praise! Don't get too cranky to play with 
the children! There's enough heartache without adding to it. There are 
enough losses without multiplying them. Give something of a spiritual 
value. 

(2) Which reveals a concern 
--TI:FP§: "You can I t give in a New Testament sense until you care. Do you 
really care? Are you conce~ ~ :::;:::~-==~~~'=-::-::;-~ 

During World War II, ;z:,;:.::.._:.:::,.:.::~..:;,:-=.;~:.::=.;= -;-·as passing through a 
small Minnesota town. She o serve a Red Cross bloodmobile parked before 
the schoolhouse and stopped to contribute a pint of blood. In doing so, 
she had a most unusual experience. 

Among the workers was a middle-aged handy man who waited on t he 
nurses, fetching supplies, washing utensils, and so forth. Meeting this 
man in the hall and supposing him to be the janitor, she commented upon 
the fine new school building. "No doubt you find it a great improvement 
over the old one." she said. 

He blushed like a freshman, but smiled, too. 11 I 1 m a stranger here," 
he said. 11 I live in Minneapolis and travel around with this ·unit. You 
see, I'm too old to fight and too unskilled to help the doctors and nurses 
in any other way than this. I have a great interest in collecting blood 
for Europe, as all my people are imperiled there." 

His light complexion, sensitive features, and a certain indescribable 
grace suggested to her that he was Nordic. 11Are you from Denmark?" she 
asked. 11Oh, no," he replied, 11 I 1 a Greek. You know, some Greeks are fair." 

The following winter Miss Brummond, t was 
in Minneapolis. Friends took her to hear the renowne 
Symphony Orchestra. And when its great conductor steppe 
she recognized him at once. The handy man she ha=d--~ 
janitor was the world-famous musician-conducto, ~ 1;m:1~t~r~i~Mi~' ~t r ....... op~o~ul--:;.:o~s 

!es, sir, I would like to give a lot of things I do no ave in my 
power to give. So I search my heart and I ask, "Am I giving what I have 
to give?" 

I cannot give the blind boy back his sight. Only God can do that. 
But I can give him a moment of companionship and a sense of feeling that 
someone cares. I cannot give back the father to his boy, but I can be a 
man toward that boy and give him a father's interest. 

I cannot give new legs to children whose limbs are bent and lifeless 
but I can give purpose and meaning to their lives. There is sonething I 
have that I can give to everyone." 
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II. 

THE CENTRALITY OF THIS PHILOSOPHY III. 
1. It is Central in tlw Thought of the Bible 
2. It is Central in the Life .of Christ 
3. It is Central in Christian Living 
THE CONTRADICTION OF THIS PHIL6}SOPHY 
1. It is a Contradiction of popular thought 
2. It is Contradiction of Militant agressiveness 

3. There Is A Sp±ritual Chal lenge 
1 (1) To give yourself completely to God 1 s will 

--[ [J,TIS; Secular work--should be your best talents. 
work--you will "gain" nothing by rejecting his call. 

(2) To place your possessions at God's disposal 
--JH·TJS,: T. W. Hunt 

(3) To share generously your Christian testimony. 
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They all listened as her heart full of faith filled the operating 
room with some of the most moving words ever written. The doctor looked 
down at her. He was relaxed, his sense of irritation gone. There was no 
feeling of other duties pressing him. His patient was at peace and ready 
for him. Everyone in that room was lifted by the girl's faith. How 
could an operation performed under such conditions fail to be a success? 

Such as I have ... I give. What do you have? I mean what do you 
have beyond a few dollars, beyond the meaningless patter of a coffee break, 
and beyond the symbols of status that you have obtained? What do you 
have to give to these lives who hunger and thirst for eternal meat and 
drink? 

Don't be so economical with your smiles! Don't hoard your laughter! 
Don't be a miser with your praise! Don't get too cranky to play with 
the children! There's enough heartache without adding to it. There are 
enough losses without multiplying them. Give something of a spiritual 
value. 

(2J Which reveals a concern 
--II,!:ILS ~ "You can't give in a New Testament sense until you care. Do you 
really care? Are you concerned for SQ'lleone? 

During World War II, Miss Kathryn Brummond was passing through a 
small Minnesota town. She observed a Red Cross bloodmobile parked before 
the schoolhouse and stopped to contribute a pint of blood. In doing so, 
she had a most unusual experience. 

Among the workers was a middle-aged handy man who waited on the 
nurses, fetching supplies, washing utensils, and so forth. Meet ing this 
man in the hall and supposing him to be the janitor, she commented upon 
the fine new school building. "No doubt you find it a great improvement 
over the old one." she said. 

He blushed like a freshman, but smiled, too. "I'm a stranger here," 
he said. "I live in Minneapolis and travel around with this ·unit. You 
see, 1m too old to fight and too unskilled to help the doctors and nurses 
in any other way than this. I have a great interest in collecting blood 
for Europe, as all my people are imperiled there." 

His light complexion, sensitive features, and a certain indescribable 
grace suggested to her that he was Nordic. "Are you from Denmark?" she 
asked. 11Oh, no, 11 he replied, "I'm a Greek. You know, some Greeks are fair. 11 

The following winter Miss Brummond, ~e;i:dent, was 
in Minneapolis. Friends took her to hear the renowned Minneapolis 
Symphony Orchestra. And when its great conductor stepped to the podium, 
she recognized him at once. The handy man she had mistaken for a school 
janitor was the world-famous musician-conductor, Dimitri Mitropoulos. 

Yes, sir, I would like to give a lot of things I do not have in my 
power to give. So I search my heart and I ask, "Am I giving what I have 
to give?" 

I cannot give the blind boy back his sight. Only God can do that. 
But I can give him a moment of companionship and a sense of feeling that 
someone cares. I cannot give back the father to his boy, but I can be a 
man toward that boy and give him a father's interest. 

I cannot give new legs to children whose limbs are bent and lifeless 
but I can give purpose and meaning to their lives. There is sorret hing I 
have that I can give to everyone." 
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3. There Is A Spiritual Chal lenge 
(lJ To give yourself completely to God's will 

--IIJ,Us . Secular work--should be your best talents. Christian full - time 
work--you will "gain" nothing by re j ecting his call. 

(2) To place your possessions at God's disposal 
tX --TTJ,TJS : T. W. Hunt 

(3) To share generously your Christian testimony. 
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