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A Sermonl\From Acts 
CHRIST'S LIVING THROUGH HIS CHURCH 

The Message of Acts For The Church Today 

WHEN THE CHURCH COMES ALIVE 

Scripture: Acts 2 (Responsive reading: Acts 2:1-8) Pew Bible pg. 942 

Intro: Acts 2 is a celebration in the life of the church. It records 
that one divine moment when, visited by the Holy Spirit, the church 
became alive-really alive! "The promise of the Father" (Acts 1:4) came, 
the power fell, and the church has never been the same! 

This event occurred on Pentecost, a harvest festival, and that 
harvest day began a process that is still going on. The Holy Spirit 
will continue doing this work until the Lord comes again. Now it is 
just a matter of whether we want to be a part of this. It's a matter of 
Christ's living through His church. If we will allow it He will do it. 
He will live through His church, this church. He will live through you 
and me. 

The church is a powerful instrument in the hands of God. Its message 
becomes compelling, its testimony radiant, and its growth phenomenal! 

The primary reason for its effectiveness is found in Christ's 
promise, (Acts 1:18) "Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Spirit 
is found upon you". Acts 2 records the thrilling story of the 
fulfillment of this promise. 

Let's see what happens When The Church Comes Alive--when our church, 
when you and I, come alive. 

When The Church Comes Alive There Is: 

I. PERSONAL PREPARATION 
--Acts 2:1-13 
--NOTE: The apostles were human. They had the normal limitations, 
doubts, and fears we all have. There was a personal preparation 
each needed to make if the church were to come alive. And when 
they made that preparation, the church came alive! 
--APPLY: In any church, a dedicated few who will allow Christ to 
live through them, and who make the personal preparation required, 
can witness the same blessing and joy this early church did. 
But what personal preparation must we make? 

1. Unity 
--Acts 2:1 "one accord" 
--NOTE: This is an expression of the unity that characterizes 
the church throughout Acts. It is first used in cts 1:14 
"These all continued with ONE ACCORD in prayer ... " It is used 
a second time in this verse, "They were all with ONE ACCORD in 
one place." And it is used 4 other times in Acts to describe 
the Unity of the church (~ :46, ~:24, 5:12, & 5:25). 



\Mn r: tv ,. ac wau 1¥::: a HU-,,_< ,, c,, + v... ., , , _,,_ 

1. PERSON/f L 

I. UN:rry 

PRFPA-/?.lfT7..0N 
2 

It is used in Acts 8:6 of the response made to Philip's 
sermon. And in Phil. 2:2, Paul appeals to the Philippians to 
"be likeminded, having the same love, being of ONE ACCORD, of 
one mind." 
--ILLUS: Several years ago, in 
was conducting a great symphony orchestra before a "standing 
room only" audience. The concert hall was unusual in that it 
was used for cultural events on weekdays and for religious 
services on Sundays. On this particular Saturday evening, one 
of the_patrons of the orchestra noticed that the clergyman who 
was to preach there the next day was in the audience. He 
leaned over and said to him, cynically, "When are you going to 
fill this hall on Sunday the way Sir John Barbirolli has 
tonight?" The clergyman looked his antagonist straight in the 
eye and said with a steady voice, "I will fill this hall on 
Sunday morning when you give to me, as you gave to Sir John 
tonight, eighty-five disciplined men and women who will follow 
the direction of the Master Conductor." 
--APPLY: Unity, "being of ONE ACCORD," is absolutely 
essential to the church's coming alive. A church will never 
be on the move, it will never have vision, and it will never 
busy itself winning the lost as long as there are divisions. 

But remember the message of Acts is "Christ's Living Through 
His Church." When we allow this to be done, we are a people of 
ONE ACCORD and the church comes alive! And men and women work 
and pray and witness together! 

2. Openness To The Holy Spirit 
--~cts 2:2-4 
--NOTE: Suddenly, Luke says, the great event took place. There 
were supernatural signs--a sound, a sight and stran e 
speech. 

First, there came from heaven a sound like the blowing of a 
violent wind. Secondly. what seemed to be tongues of fire. 
Thirdly, all of them began to speak in other tongues (other 
languages). 

It seems that these three signs at least represented the new 
era. The sound like wind may have symbolized power, sight like 
fire purity and the speech in other languages the universality 
of the church. 
--APPLY: The experience of the was 
theirs because of their openness to the Holy Spirit." 

Be honest--are you open to the Holy Spirit? To His absolute 
control of your life, to the direction He gives, to the teaching 
of His word? 

Paul realizes that often we are not: 
Thess_. 5:19 "Quench not the Spirit" ("Restrict ... ") 

--Ep. 4:30 "Grieve not the Holy Spirit ... '' (By Behavior) 
Ask the Holy Spirit to point out those things in your life 

that "quench" and "grieve" Him and then abandon them. Be open 
to the Holy Spirit. Christ will live through you, you will come 
alive, and your church will come alive. 

3. Testimony To Others 
- Acts 2: s-13 Rt.~ S-- 8' 
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3 - --NOTE: The Lord Jesus simply gave the church a headstart. He 
brought the Parthians, Cappadocians, Egyptians, and others to 
them. He also gave the apostles the ability to communicate the 
gospel clearly in the foreigners' language. 

The speakers were known to be Galileans, who had a reputation 
for being uncultured. They also ' had difficulty pronouncing 
gutturals and had the habit of swallowing syllables when 
speaking; so they were looked down upon by the people of 
Jerusalem as being provincial'. It is not surprising, therefore 
that the crowd's reaction was one of bewilderment. Indeed, 
amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, · what does this 
mean?' Some, however, a minority who for some reason understood 
none of the languages, made fun of them and said, ' They have had 
too much wine'. 
--NOTE: With out a doubt there would have been little response 
to Peter's sermon had not 120 united, Holy Spirit empowered, 
ordinary men and women fanned out among the huge crowd and 
shared Christ on a one-to-one basis ... (APPLY) 
--Acts 2:11 (READ) -J_ 
--NOTE: There is a lesson here for all of us. First, we are to 
"speak." The crowd would have never been won had the Christians 
remained silent ... Second, we are to speak in the language of the 
people! The preacher is not to complicate the simple but to 
preach "Jesus Christ and Him crucified." 

The choir is not to sing in unknown tongues, but like the 
Heavenly Host, make clear that a Savior has come. 

The church member is not to cower before the world but to "be 
His witness ... of what he has seen and heard." (Acts 22:15) 

--QUOTE: Benjamin Franklin--"By failing to prepare, you are 
preparing to fail." ... 

II. PUBLIC PROCLAMATION 
--NOTE: Acts 2 records the proper order in which the Gospel is to 
be shared. First - personally, one by one, by the church as it 
moves out among the masses. Second - publicly, as those to whom a 
personal testimony has been born hear a clear presentation of the 
gospel and are given an invitation to respond. 

Whenever this sequence is not followed there may be preaching but 
there will be no Pentecost! 
--NOTE: In verse 13 an ugly accusation is made against the church. 
But Peter did an amazing thing. Rather than be offended by this 
accusation, or get into an argument, he turned it into an 
opportunity to preach the Gospel. 
--Acts 2:14-26 (READ vs. 14) 
--But What Kind of Public Proclamation? 

1. Scriptural 
--Acts 2:16 (READ) 
--NOTE: I would be hard pressed just to stand up and quote Joel 
2:28-32 as Peter did. Remember he hadn't just come from his 
study with a sheaf of notes in his hands. He was in the street. 
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He had no prepared sermon. He simply stood up and quoted the 
Bible. 

Where did he get that idea? The answer is simple. He had 
walked for three years with one who, when he was accused or 
challenged, would often say, "aven't you read in the Law?" or 
"Have you never read in the Scriptures?" or "Have you not read 
in the book of Moses?" and then Jesus would quote the Bible. 

/ The apostles were men of t be word, and they lived under its 
authority. Peter could have sent a boy to the temple to fetch 
the Joel scroll and then read the passage aloud, but he didn't; 
he quoted it from memory. 

It was an amazing scene. Here was Peter, recently arrived 
from the fishing boats of Galilee, a plain, roughly hewn man now 
facing a city filled with richly robed priests, brilliant 
scribes, meticulous Pharisees, doctors of the Law, and zealous 
Sadducees. As he spoke, the streets of Jerusalem rang with the 
truth of the gospel. No one had ever seen or heard anything 
like it. His preaching was scriptural! •.. 
--APPLY: Our preaching is not to be; (1) Entertaining; (2) 
intellectually stimulating, (3) a running commentary on current 
issues, or (4) a tirade against the latest burr under the 

preacher's blanket ... 
God has promised to honor His Word, not :my word, and He will 

keep His promise! 

2. Fearless 
---Acts "2: 22-23 (READ) 
--NOTE: I'd call that rather fearless preaching! He isn't 
talking about the "sinners out there." He is talking about the 
sinners who stood right before him! 
- II Timothy 1: 7 roft. 60t( h+s A/ctr 9' N ~ tJ5 -fie 5,,ol~;l tJ f- FC-A-1?.,' Berl o~ 
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--ILLUS: It surprises me t hat Peter spoke so powerfully. Most 
of us are timid when we start out. Do you remember your 
reaction when you were first called upon to give a word of 
testimony, or to pray out loud? I surely do! 

My father could not make it to one of his church's missions 
one Sunday evening. I was 15. I had responded to the call to 
preach. So he sent me to preach at Tannyhill. I had a long 
outline and I thought I had a lot to say. I had certainly heard 
my Dad preach a long time with a lot less notes! 

When I stood to preach, everyone in the house was looking at 
me. I wished they had been rude and ignored me. I was c.110T1.0IV4u...v 
frightened! And in 5 minutes I was finished homilectically ,/1 and / 
physically! 
--NOTE: Earlier Peter was fearful. But not now. He was 
fortified with the Word of God. He knew that Satan had never 
been able to face the Word of God head on. And he knew he ~f~P,,,,,,,( 
couldn't now. His preaching was fear less! ~ 8R.-ff DAyl11U.5 ovt- 0 
+Mf f).,qy " ~...,t'et> ~ (li.J/J 1#-flfL 5 ..,~,,, 

3. Christ-Centered 
--Acts 2:21-36 (READ vss. 21b & 22a) 
(1) His Life and Ministry 

--,.cts 2:22 
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(2) His Death 
--€Acts 2:2 (READ) 
--NOTE: Christ died--that's history. He died for our 
sins--that's good news. The cross was not accident. It 
was in the eternal plan of God. It was the purpose of 
Christ's coming. It is essential for our salvation. 

(3) His Resurrection 
-,~cts 2:24~ (READ) 
--NOTE: Acts stresses the Resurrection as the final proof 
that Jesus was indeed God's Chosen One. Acts has been 
called"'rhe Gospel of the Resurrection.,, 

When the disciples preached the centrality of the 
Resurrection they were arguing from experience. After the 
Cross they were bewildered, broken men, with their dream 
gone and their lives shattered. It was the Resurrection 
which changed all that and turned hopeless men into men 
pulsating with confidence, and cowards into heroes. 

A Christian is a man who never forgets that he lives and 
walks with a Risen Lord. 

(4) His Exaltation 
_,.Acts 2:33a "Therefore being by the right hand of God 
exalted." 

(5) His Lordship 
--Acts 2:36 (READ) 
--APPLY: That Christ is Lord is not debatable. Whether 
Christ is Lord in your life is up to you. But to be alive., 
Christ must live in you. And Christ must live in you if He 
is to live in your church and make it really a Church 
Alive! 
--Bridge: What can we expect to follow Personal 
Preparation and Public Proclamation? 

III. PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
--Acts 2:3 -47 (READ vs. 37) 
--"&at shall :we do11--"What kind of practical application of the 
Gospel are we to make? We have heard you, we understand you, but 
how are we to apply what you have said to ourselves?" 

The Gospel is always practical. It speaks to us right where we 
live. So let's see what happened in a practical way as a result of 
the chu~ch's coming alive and sharing its faith. 

1. Conviction 
- 1{cts 2:37 (NKJV) "Now when they heard this (the Gospel), they 
were cut to the heart." 
--NOTE: This is a fulfillment of Christ's promise: 
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--John 16:8 (NKJV) "And when He (the H.S.) has come, He will 
convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment." 

2. Repentance 
--Acts 2:38a (READ) 
--NOTE: Repentance does not mean futilely beating our heads 
with our hands in guilt and remorse. It means rather a turning 
of our whole selves to the source of our new life in God. 

Repentance and faith a r e inseparable. Obviously they 
believed or they would not have asked what to do •.. 

3. Baptism 

4. 

-~Acts 2:38b (Read) 
--NOTE: The Purpose of baptism ... To bear testimony of the 
Gospel in a dramatic manner .. . 
--"For the Remission of Sin" see Acts 2:25 "concerning" and 
"For" in Acts 2:38 some word. "In reference to your 

' II sins .... 

the Holy Spir it 

fo r living the Christian Life 

5. straight Living 
--Acts 2:40 "untoward" = " crooked" 
--NOTE: avi ng experience ese ings we see w a 
people these new converts became and thus the kind of we 
are to lead church members to be. 

ey are e: 

1. Teachable 
- Acts 2:41a (READ) 
--NOTE: These believers were teachable. They were eager and 
ready to learn. They devoted themselves to the apostles' 
teaching. An eagerness to learn, a teachable spirit, is one of 
the master keys to usefulness in the cause of Christ . 

2. Assimilated 
--Acts 2:41b (Wm.) "And about 3,000 persons united with them." 
--NOTE: There was no "church" to join as we think of it today. 
They were the church. And so they became a part of it and 
began the process of assimilation. 

3. Worshipful 
--Acts 2:~~ (READ) 
--NOTE: The fellowship of the Lord's Supper, prayers, and 
praise were an integral part of their lives. Churches today 
often wish that some of the early Christians' spirit of worship 
would catch fire in our assemblies. We need the touch of God 
on our souls to restore us to the kind of heartfelt worship our 
ancestors in the faith practiced. 



4. Sacrificial (Caring~ 
--~cts 2:15 (READ) 
- ~ OTB: These were difficult times in Palestine. It was 
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natural that because they cared they would help those in need. 
After all the message of Acts is "Christ Living Through His 
Church" and it was He who spoke of feeding the hungry and 
clothing the naked. 

5. Joy_tul 
- t Acts 2:46ti-17a 
- , NOTE: Gladness is a powerful force for good in the world. 
There is healing and strength in a glad spirit. When you are 
with a glad person, you are helped and strengthened in many 
ways. Jesus said, "I have told you this so that my joy may b 
in you and ~hat your joy may be compLet e' (John 15:lI~. 

6. Respecte 
--Acts 2:47b 
--NOTE: When Christ is living thru His Church, its behavior 
and its spirit wins the "favor" of others and makes Christ 
attractive to them. 

7. Evangelistic 
--~ cs 2:470 
--NOTE : How were the people being saved? Thru the continuing 

wi tnessing of the church ... 

ON: When we observe Peter and the other 120 on the day The Church Came 
Alive, we exclaim "What a man! What a church!" 

But to keep things in perspective, we need to look at the last 
part of the last verse of Acts 2. "'J\:na the LORD addeci c o th 
church such as were being saved." 

It wasn't Peter, it wasn't the 120; it was the LORD who was 
doing it all! 

It was "Christ's Living Through His Church." And when that is 
allowed to happen, that's "When The Church Comes Alive!" 


