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FULL LENGTH SERMON 
By Dr. Brian L. Harbour 

A Sermon for the Celebration of OUR NATION'S BIRTHDAY 

TURNING AMERICA RIGHT SIDE UP 
Acts 17 : . q. - , 14 - f .... 

In the city of Thessalonica, the 
opponents of the Christians called them 
the people "who have turned the world 
upside down" ~KJV). This statement 
accurately describes what these first 
Christians did. Starting with a small group 
of men and women in Jerusalem, the 
Christian faith spread until by the time of 
Constantine, in 320 A.O., Christianity had 
been endorsed as the religion of the 
empire. These first Christians literally 
shook the world for Christ, or as the 
Thessalonians declared, r hey turned the 
world upside down.)' 

What these followers of Christ 
actually did was to turn the world RIGHT 
SIDE UP! Where there was darkness, 
they brought · Where there was 
hatred, they brought !m£.e.. Where there 
was sadness, they brought I t . 
Where there was chaos, they brought 
~~;.l.!,l,L"'I."" Where there was bondage, 
they brought libe ·o . Where there was 
death, they broughtJ.im. 

They took the world that was tir 
and t.~~~ and t d and they turned 
it right side up. They put the world back 
on its feet. 

That is our challenge today. Our 

world, like the world of the first century, is 
tired and troubled and tangled. Our world, 
like the world of the first century, is 
characterized by darkness and hatred 
and sadness and chaos and bondage 
and death. Our responsibility as 
Christians is to put the world back on its 
feet again. 

But how? The basic answer is that 
we must do it individually. Political efforts 
are as likely to create chaos as to solve it. 
Confrontational efforts are as likely to 
drive people away from Christ as to draw 
people to Christ. The key is what we ~ 
and how we Ii as individuals. We must 
live in such a way that make a -difference in the world around us. 

In the lives of these early 
Christians, we see · 
that will enable us to turn our country right 
side up. 

Integrity 
. 13,' -

, . 
The first key ingredient is integrity. 

The world in which Christianity was 
conceived was a world of incomparable 
immorality. Slavery was a universally 
accepted system. Homosexuality was 
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rampant. Sexual permissiveness was the 
rule of the day. Dishonesty was standard 
operating procedure. Human life was 
cheap. Pleasure was life's primary 
pursuit. was a world very much like the 
world in which we live today. Into that 
world of immorality, Christianity 
introduced a new element and that was 
inte rit . This integrity, which was at the 

art of the Christian faith , was like a 
breath of fresh air to the Roman world. 

A letter to 
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telling the truth. Advancement has taken 
priority over integrity. 

Before we shake our heads at 
these perpetrators of deception, we need 
to bring the matter of integrity down to a 
personal level and ask ourselves the 
question, "Do I the truth and am I 
· · g_the truth in my relationships with 
others?" 

Several thirty-year-old ladies were 
sitting around playing bridge one day. In 

their conversation, 
uiognetus in the middle 
of the second century 
indicates how 
revolutionary the 
Christian ethic was. The 
letter marveled that the 
Christians "have their 

Political efforts are as likely to create chaos 
as to solve it Confrontational efforts are as 
likely to drive people away from Christ as to 
draw people to Christ The key ls what we do 
and how we live as Individuals. 

they began to 
elaborate on their 
affluence. Said 
one, "My husband 
just purchased for 
me an expensive 
and beautiful min 

meals in common, but not their wives. 
They find themselves in the flesh and yet, 
they live not after the flesh ." It's no 
wonder these first Christians turned the 
world right side up. They penetrated their 
world with an i · it had never seen. 

A fresh dose of integrity emanating 
from the lives of Christian men and 
women is what we need today to turn the 

':"Ro1-1-r world right side u . One of the fading 
:~ rtues in American life today is integrity. 
'1o,/" pee,ff?I Sometime back an article in Time 

magazine dealt with the embellishments 
and outright lies that people are putting 
on their resumes today. Jeremiah 
McAward , president of the New York 
agency which investigates the 
backgrounds of potential employees for 
various companies, declared, "Of the 
thousands of resumes we investigate, 
there are outright lies on 22%." Getting a 
job has become more important than 

---...ui;;r1.. But I can't wear it because I'm 
allergic to mink." The second one said, 
"That's nothing. My husband just returned 
from New York, where he purchased a 

e I ner s war ro e for me. But the 
minute I put it on, I began to sneeze. I put 
the whole wardrobe in storage because I 
must be allergic to it." The third one 
announced, "My husba ou ht me the 
most expensive ans1an u e 
could find. When I opened the case I 
nearly fainted. I fainted partly from 
surprise but mostly because the fragrance 
seemed to touch off a hidden allergy." At 
that point the fourth woman at the table 
got up and ran to the bathroom and came 
back looking pale. "What's wrong?" the 
others asked. "I don't know," the fourth 
woman replied, "I must be allergic to 
baloney!" 

There is a lot of baloney going 
around today. It is happening in politics. It 
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is happening at work. It is happening in 
:>. , the home. It is happening even in the 
~:J7l)-~ 
~ i.~ ~ church. Whatever happened to the truth? 
fv -,'t.its, ,,Whatever happened to just being 

~- "T111t,7 ,, ourselves? Whatever happened to 
ovi A·fS ~ii integrity? 
:cr;0~t P. l- The problem is not just what we 

say. It is also what we do. Many times we 
s et our sights on partic'G iar goals that we 
want to accomplish and on particular 
ends that we want to reach . Then we 
conclude that the end justifies the means. 

Nothing in God's word suggests 
that the · if the 
means we use to reach that end lacks 
integrity. Nothing in God's word suggests 
that we can accomplish e~t o 
with~,....._,..eptable me__a and expect to 
be approved by God. Nothing in God's 
word suggests that we can · e 

or .avaidJ.beJwtb or a,huse.,tbe.irut 
and expect to be in fellowship with the 
one who the Truth . When we lose our 
integrity, we have lost it all / 

What Will it take to turn the world 
right side up? It will take a recognition that 
there is something more important than 
money, something more important than 
success, something more important than 

o uL it , something more important 
than recoani1io11, something more 
important than -*...,..._, and that is 
integrity. 

Intensity 
'-7-S ,t :J.J-1 JI 

The second key ingredient is 
intensity. We catch the spirit of that 
intensity in the words of James and John 
before the Sanhedrin in Acts 4:19-20: 
"Whether it is right in the sight of God to 
give heed to you rather than to God, you 
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be the judge; for we cannot stop speaking 
what we have seen and heard." 

We see it even more clearly in 
Paul's pronouncement to the Philippians: 
"Brethren, I do not regard myself as 
having laid hold of it yet; but~ thing I 
do" (3:13). 

These first disciples turned the 
world right side up because they were 
very serious about the task God called 
them to do. They had intensity. 

It is this spirit of intensity that we 
must recapture in our churches today. We 
have too many members at ease in Zion . 
We have too many deacons mired in the 
modicum of mediocrity. We have too 
many Sunday School teachers 
conspicuously captured by complacency . 
VVe have too many \·Vho have !ost their 
intensity. 

Haw can we recapture our 
intensity? Intensity grows out of the 
conviction that there is nothing more 
important than the expansion of God's 
kingdom on earth. 

About the early Anabaptists, one 
historian wrote, "They knew nothing , 
sought nothing, desired nothing, loved 
nothing but God alone." 

That sin le focus on God and His 
kingdom is the source of intensity.. And 
intensity is an essential ingredient in the 
lives of individuals who turn the world 
right side up. 

Involvement 
-n Js-: Jr-J 4-'¥)../,,. , 

The third key ingredient is 
involvement. Several years ago, when the 
exploits of Albert Schweitzer in Africa 
were receiving great publicity and when 
Jack Parr reigned on late night television , 
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Parr made a statement that captures the 
spirit of our age. He told his television 
audience, "I'd like to be an Albert 
Schweitzer, if I could commute." That is 
precisely what Christians 
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have responded to the challenge of Christ 
like we do? Would they have turned the 
world right side up? No, the key to their 
success was their wi llingness to get 

involved. They 
cannot do. To carry out 
the ~ of Christ and 
communicate the 1'1(aw 
of Christ, we must be 
involved in the church. 

Nothing in God's word suggest.s that the end 
justifies the means if the means we use to 
reach that end lacks integrtty. 

faced the lost 
world with the 
challenge of God 
burning in their 

To continue the witness of Christ and to 
conform to the will of Christ, we must be 
involved in the world. 

More than anything else, what's 
preventing us from turning our world right 

tV-e./ ,I side up is the lack of involvement. We 
1,t-4 /-;r~,/. have too many who have decided to let 
•I ALI. ;-,,,, someone else take care of God's work. 
BUf- fnlf/,;:, What if ,L\braham would have said , 

"leave Ur to go to a land You'll show me? 
No way. I don't want to get involved." 

What if Moses would have said, 
"Tell Pharaoh to let Your people go? Not 
me. I don't want to get involved." 

What if David would have said , 
"Me go out and fight the giant? Not on 
Your life. I don't do giants." 

What if Isaiah in the temple would 
have said to God's question, "Whom shall 
I send and who will go for me?" "Not me, 
lord. Let Jeremiah do it. I don't want to 
get involved." 

What if Paul on the Damascus 
Road , would have said, ' Me be a 
missionary to the Gentiles? I can't stand 
them. Besides, I don't want to get 
involved." 

What if Jesus, in Gethsemane, 
would have said, "Me die on the cross for 
a sinful world? No way, Father. I don't 
want to get involved." 

What if the first disciples would 

soul and they said, 
"If it is to be, it's up to me." 

What would the church be if every 
member was just like me? That is a 
question which should haunt each of us 
every day of our lives. And it should drive 
us to do what we can do, recognizing that 
~hen we do what we can do, then God 
will do what we caooot do 

Conclusion 

A group of middle school youth 
prepared a Palm Sunday passion play to 
present to the church. Instead of 
memorizing a script, they decided to 
familiarize themselves thoroughly with the 
story by studying a modern translation of 
the Bible and then ad lib their lines. When 
the boy playing Jesus came back to the 
disciples the second time after praying 
apart from them on the Mount of Olives, 
he said, "Asleep again! Boy, they just 
don't make disciples like they used to!" ~ 

That is the question of the hour for~ t 
our church. Do they make disciples like 0 " • 

they used to, Christians who will manifest 
in their lives the integrity, intensity, and 
involvement of th-;se who first followed 
Christ? If ;,, then folks can point to us 
and say what was said about these early 
Christians, "Look, these people are 
turning the world right side up!" 



TURNING AMERICA RIGHT SIDE UP 

Acts 17:lb-6 ''They came to Thessalonica where there was a synagogue of the 
Jews: 2 And Paul, as his manner was, went into them, and three Sabbath days 
reasoned with them out of the scriptures, 3 Opening and alleging, that Christ 
must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that Jesus, whom 
I preach unto you, is Christ. 4 And some of them believed and consorted with 
Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief 
women not a few. 5 But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, took 
unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, and gathered a company, and 
set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the house of Jason, and sought to 
bring them out to the people. 6 And when they found them not, they drew 
Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, crying These that have 
turned the world upside down are come hither also."' 

There are three key ingredients that will enable us to turn America 
right side up: 

I. Integrity 
--Romans 13:13a "Let us walk honestly, as in the day." 
--Micah 6:8 "What does the Lord require of you, but to do justly, and to 

love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?" 

>>The key is what we do and how we live as individuals<< 

II. Intensity 
--Acts 4:19-20 "But Peter and John answered,' Whether it is right in the 

sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, you must judge. 
For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard."' 

--Philippians 3:13 "Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of 
it yet; but one thing I do." 

>>Intensity grows out of the conviction that there is nothing more 
important then the expansion of God's kingdom on earth<< 

III. Involvement 
--Matthew 25:35-36, 40b "For I was hungry, and you gave me meat: I 

was thirsty, and you gave me drink: I was a stranger, and you took me 
in: Naked, and you clothed me: I was sick, and you visited me: I was in 
prison, and you came unto me. In as much as you have done it unto 
one of the least of these my brethren, you have done it unto me." 

>>When we do what we can do, then God will do what we cannot do<< 




