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On Giving God The Glory 
Acts 12:20-2 /r 

(Seventh in a series of Fifteen Sermons on the Book of Acts, 
January Bible Study Book/or 1990) 

Couched in between the story of the scintillating 
rescue of Simon Peter in v. 1-17, and the sensational 
response to the gospel recorded in v. 24, is the intrigu
ing story of the demise of Herod of Agrippa The story 
of Agrippa's death is also told in the writings of the 
Jewish historian, Josephus. The accounts of Luke and 
Josephus coincide, but Josephus gives more details. 

Tyre and Sidon were Phoenician cities located to 
the Northwest of Palestine. For some reason, they had 
angered AgriJ?pa, but our text indicates that they ar
ranged a meetmg with him to regain his favor. Accord
ing to Josephus, the king 8_P,proached the Phoenicians 
at dawn wearing a suit of silver cloth. The rays of the 
sun reflected in such a way to make his whole ap
pearance shine with unusual brilliance. Partly because 
of the brilliance of his appearance, partly to flatter him, 
the people cried out: "Hitherto we have reverenced thee 
as a man,but hence forth we acknowledge thee to be of 
more than mortal nature." Or, as Luke put it in v. 22: 
"The pe. ople kept crying out, 'The voice of a god and 
not of a man!'" 

tion of the event. Luke explained in verse 23: "And 
immediately an angel of the Lord struck him because 
he did not give God the glory." Apparently, there is 
nothing more serious, no claim more imperative on 
human life, than giving God the glory. 

In one of the earlier catechisms of the church, the 
opening sentence was a question: "vVhai. is the citleiendi---
of man?" The answer was: "The chief end of man is to 
glorify God and to enjoy Him forever." 

The biblical foundation of this catechism is found 
in l Corinthians 10:31, which says: "Whether, then, 
you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory 
of God." 

The primary purpose of your life as a Christian, 
the thing Herod Agrippa failed to do, is to glorify God. 
Let's consider that basic purpose of the Christian life. 

What Does It Mean? 

When Agrippa gave tacit approval to the glory First of all, what does it mean to glorify God? 
with which they addressed him, Josephus says he 
looked up and saw an owl. Right away, he knew he was 
in big trouble. According to Josephus, when Agrippa This Greek word translated to glori ' appears in 
had been thrown into prisons some years before, by the New Testament 58 times. It m o magnify, to 
order of Tiberius, he leaned against a tree on which an honor, to laud, to exalt. One of the definitions given in 
owl sat. A fellow-prisoner told him that the bird Webster for our English word makes the idea even 
betokened an early release, and great good fortune, but clearer. To glorify meanlt'.lf to make, or make seem, 
that if he ever saw it again, he would have but five days bet~er, larger, or more beautiful." (2) To glorify God 
1 t r s h J h 'd h A · meanstomakeGodlookgoodtothosewhoarearound 
onger O ive. ureenoug • osep us sat 'w en gnp- us, to make him seem better, larger and more beautiful. 

pa saw the owl he was immediately struck with a prun 
m his stomach. After five days oflingering pain, he died 
a horrible death. ( l) That is the _£WPOSe of every Christian life. 

It is not Josephus' flair for details, however, that 
I want you to notice, but Luke's theological interpreta-



Why Glorify God? 

That leads to a second question, and that is "Why 
should we glorify God? Why should we try to make 
God look better, larger, and more beautiful to those 
around us. 

We should glorify God because He made us. 
Romans 11:36 says, "For from Him and through Him, 
and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever." 
God made us. He brought us into being and gave us 
everything that we have. Thus, it is only right that we 
should honor and glorify Him. 

We should glorify God because e redeemed us. 
In the third chapter of Ephesians, Paul discussed the 

2 

In 2 Corinthians 9:13, Paul told the Corinthians 
that "they will glorify God for your obedience to your 
co sion the ~ospel of Christ. :'.._ ,,,_ ~!-·t'y tJJet/~, 4,-.. . 

.,..........,.~· .v d'P yuv II~-,.--·~ r 
I heard the other dar, that on one of our national 

highways was this sign: 'Speed limit 55 MPH, Those 
obeying, move to the right and don't block the traffic." 

Most of us are that way about the laws of God. H 
it slows us up, or cramps our style, we simply ignore it. 
But the purpose of our lives is to glorify God, and the 
Bible says one of the ways to do that is to obey Him. 

3. We glorify God by doing good works. 

In Matthew 5: 16 Jesus said, "Let your light shine 
before men in such a way that they may see your good provisions of God for the salvation 

of man. He exulted in the facts that ::\,)/ 
the Gentiles have been included in 
God's redemptive plan. He 
elaborated on the breadth, length, 
height, and depth of the love of 

.,.:,,,.: ... ,., .. ,,:.,.-....... ,:;:,::.,,:::,::,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,:,,,,,,:,: .... ·. ;,:::·,\··:':·,::::::::/ .. :::::,:;:::·: · works, and glorify r, our 
,· , ·.,/' /')}'\:: :::::-'}':'··:·.-; :· /: ·:. ''(\ father who is in heaven. 

God. Then he concluded with this 
tremendous doxology: "Now to 

Paul had the same idea 
in mind when, in 2 Corin
thians 5 :20, he called us am
bassadors for Christ. 

Him who is able to do exceedingly 
beyond all that we ask or think, A United States ambas-
according to the power that works sador to another country rep-
within us, to Him be the " ..... .. ,, ,, , ,, ,. ?{(' :/{f' resents our nation in the eyes 
(Eph. 3:20-21). Because o all that ===========.:..=== of that nation. Wha the am
God has done for us in Christ, we should do all we can bassador does, how he talks, where he goes, how he 
do to glorify Him before man. relates will detennine the impression those peo~le have 

of our country. H he is a good man, then he will bring 
We should glorify God also because e Juages honor to our country in their eyes. If he is bad, he will 

those who refuse to glorify Him. This is the lesson of bring disgrace to our country in their eyes. 
our text, and it leads to the third question:tw.15 1;..• iJ..fi Ti J(eMJ :J ~ ?H<vLD we r·- ' '.31 The same principle applies to our lives as we live 

1 J' I tlJ · · · H ~ Gl ify G d? them out before the world Wed@ u.ot <lo-gooo wodfS 
Mn QI .I tJe ow -,, on O • in Q!jie~nm.nnttilirMn. Salvation is~ ~ft. We do 
A J '!:1 't~ ' ' not do ~ od..llo!orb..to-pw¥e-We are Gluistian£.. The /:1w 'f' ' ' ' How then are we to glorify God? How are we to Bible says we know we are Christians because "the 

make him look better, larger, and more beautiful to the Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
world? Let me list several suggestions from Scripture, children of God" (Rom. 8: 16). 
and say a few words about each one. 

1. We glorify God 6y acknowledging His Son, 
fosus Christ, as our Lord. 

Paul declared to the Philippians: "Therefore also 
God highly p aJt"'1 l;lim. and bestowed on Him the 
name which 1s abO¥e every oaq,,\ that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and 
on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the of 
God the Father" (Phil. 2:9-10). 

When you acknowledge Jesus as your Lord, iden
tify yourself publicly with Him. and turn your life over 
to Hirn, then you will be glorifying God with your life. 

2. We glorify God by obeying His command
ments. 

Why then do we do good works? Why do we help 
others? Why are we kind? Why do we show compas-
sion? So !bat pegple cao see o,zoct works and lorify f) -1 
our father-who is irr"heaven . ..=-: CJt,U s Jwti,~ tt-r,1-J_o.,r:,,. 

4. We glorify God by keeping ourselves pure. 

In 1 Corinthians 6:20, Paul gave this admonition: 
"For you have been bou~ht with a rice; therefore, J ~--

glorify God in your b .' r~-~~~~~·s 
Our body belongs to the Lord. No matter what our 

sex-saturated society suggests, when you misuse youn 
body you are dishonoring the almighty God who made 
you. On the other hand, when you keep yourself pure 
in an impure world, then you will bring glory to H:J 
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11•1•1•!11-11•1 
(This month I am beginning a series of outlines on the New Testament epistle of First John. 

I will present about 25 sermon outlines in this series.) 

The Reality Of Jesus The Word Of Life 
1 John 1:1 1 John 1:1 

No more intimate picture of Jesus is given The English language contains some 
intheNewTestamentthaninthelettersofJohn. 490,000 words plus 300,000 technical terms. 
John wrote this letter around 90-95 A.D., some The average number of words used by a high 
sixty years after Jesus had died, been buried, school graduate is 20,000, only 4% of those 
arose, and ascended to the father. Most of the available. For college graduates it jumps to 
believers were second and third generation 30,000. With all the words at our disposal, why 
Christians who had not had the privilege of don't we conununicate better? Usually, because 
knowing Jesus in the flesh. John wrote them to we abuse and misuse words. 
remind them that Jesus was a real person who Despite our misuse and abuse of words, 
lived a real life in this real world. they are still the best tools we have for com-

T he Appeal munication with each other. What is true of our 
John appealed to three different senses to attempts to communicate with each other is also 

support his claim. true of God's attempt to communicate with us. 
He called first on his auditory senses. John That's why God sent us "the Word of Life." 

reminded his listeners that he had heard Jesus. It Word 
hadbeensixtyyearssinceJohnhadknownJesus Jesus was the Word. Jesus is to us in our 
in the flesh, but John declared to his listeners that relationship with God what our words are to 

.--~--- the things Jesus said were still ringing in his ears. others. What do our words do for us? 
He called on his visual senses. John used Our words are instruments of revelation. 

two words: see and behold. The word "see" Our words reveal what we think and how we 
means the physical act of seeing. The word feel. 
"behold" means to view something attentively. Our words are instruments of communica
Johnlooked atJesus so intently thathediscemed tion. With words, we make contact with other 
who Jesus really was. people and establish relationships with them. 

He called on his tactile senses. The word . · Jesus , as the Word, performs the same func-
"touch" means to handle with a view to inves- tion. In Jesus, God reveals Himself to man, and 
tigation. What we can touch in such a way is through Jesus, God communicates with man. 
something real. Learn all you can about Jesus and you will know 

The Application aU you can about God. He is "the Word". 
What does this mean? It means Jesus was a Life 

real person. The New Testament is neither fairy John added another part to the title for Jesus. 
tale nor myth. It is history. It is a real story of a He is not only "the Word". He is "the Word of 
real man who lived a real life and who made an life." The first part of the title, "word", tells us 
unparalleled impact on our world and who made who Jesus is. The second part of the title, "life", 
some unique claims about His life. tells us what Jesus gives. When you come to 

Because of the unique claims and unparal- Jesus, you not only discover God. You also 
leled accomplishments of this real man, every discover life. 
person is faced with a decision about how you Real life does not begin with graduation, or 
will respond to Hirn. To be or not to be is not with marriage, or with your first child, or with 
really the question. The real question is: to your career, or at forty, or with retirement. Life, 
believe or not to believe. real life, begins with Christ. 



Often we don't go far enough in this matter of 
r,:rsonall.urity. One man at churcli repeatedly prayed, 
'Oh Lor , clean the cobwebs out ofmy life." Finally, a 
teenage girl interrupted him by saying, "No, Lord, don't 
just clean the cobwebs out. Kill the spider who makes 
them." I ;J"dt, ,. ,;i.: I - " TA,,.. f yov ~ ,-n /1/rl " {;g,f-J.., • . 

It is not enough to confess our sins after they have 
been committed. We must quit going to the places, stop 
hanging around with the people, and cease filling our 
mind with the garbage that leads to sin. 

When the world sees a man or woman who liv~ a 
life of purit}'. and does so because they love the Lord, 
then God will be glorified by that. 

5. We glorify God t;y prai~-t. flllil. 

Psalms 50:23 says, "Whoso of
fereth praise glorificth me." (KJV) 

When we ~ather together with 
other Christians m worship, when we 
sing with a joyful voice, when we 
count our many blessings and see 
what God has done, when we offer 
praise to Him, then we will bring 
glory to God. 

6. We glorify God by giving liberally to His cause. 

In 2 Corinthians 9:13 Paul said of the Corinthian 
Christians, "They will glorify God ... for the liberality 
of your contribution to them and to alL" _ 

U J fr,n,IJ,/e. Pl,lllf"'Je. tJf GtVm f , •• 
In one of my churches we were having budget 

problems. Because our budget needs were so much 
greater than we had anticipated before entering the year 
because of new staff and new programs, we were run
ning considerably behind in our giving. In May, I got a 
few men together and suggested that we do something 
about the problem. And they did. They responded 
beautifully and the problem was taken care of. 

Let me tell you why I wanted to do something 
about the need at that time. Not because God needed our 
money, for he owns the cattle on a thousand hills. Not 
because I was worried about reaching our challenge for 
the year, for I was sure we would eventually receive 
enough money to do all that needs to be done:r wanted 
it to happen so the people of the needed city who heard 
abou It would say, "If those people are that excited 
about God, then He must really be doing something in 
their midst." And God would be glorified. 

When we give with such liberality that every finan
cial need is covered, thl" most impanacr resuJt is '!ti that 
the ~ is magnified, or that thP jinaxu;c r:ommittee is 
relieved, or that the skeptic:~are convinced. The greatest 
result is that God will be glorified. 
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7. We glorify God by leading 

Remember the experience of Peter and Cornelius 
in A-cts 11. Peter was preaching and before the sermon 
was over, the Holy Spirit came and those who were 
listening responded in faith, and they were saved. Then 
notice what the Bible says in Acts 11:18: "And when 
they heard this, they quieted down, and glorified God, 
saying, 'Well then, God has granted to the Gentiles also 
the repentance that leads to life. '" 

When we share a personal witness about Christ, 
when we reach out to those who need to know God, and 
then on Sunday morning we come to this place and that 
man or that woman or that young person walks down 
this aisle and stands before this people to say, "I have 
decided to be a Christian," that is when God is glorified. 

That's why fellowship is so important. That's why 
the recognition that we are brother and sisters in Christ 
is so important. That's why it is so important for us to 
be of one mind and one soul in our commitment to our 
future. Because as we move forward with a unity of 
purpose and commitment, God will be glorified. 

How e neeci to be captivated by this ringing 
reminder from Scripture. You are living at this time, in 
this place, in this country for one reason: to live in such 
a way as tQ,makit{od look b(Uec larger, more beautiful 
and more appea g to the world. For the cbief end pf , 
man is_ to glorify God and to love Him forever. Will you /?J ~,,..,., vf 
comnut yourself to that purpose today? ' 

Vt.s- v 4 t1>J 
1. F.F. Bruce, The Book Of Acts, p. 255. 

2. Webster's New World Dictionary, Senior 
Edition, p. 319. 

-fr Coming Next Month -fr 

"When You Let God Down" 
Acts 13:13 

A Pattern for Growth 
Acts 14: 21-23 
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