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THE CHRISTIAN'S ULTIMATE WEAPON 

Scripture: Acts 12:1-17 (Text 12:5) PevBUe ?s.r 

INTRO: THE ALTERING OF THE LIFE AND CHARACTER OF 
OTHERS HAS ALWAYS BEEN ONE OF THE MOST DIFFICULT 
AND PERPLEXING PROBLEMS IN THE HISTORY OF THE HUMAN 
RACE. IN ATTEMPTING TO BRING ABOUT SUCH A CHANGE 
IN THE LIFE OF OTHERS, MEN HAVE RESORTED TO PHILO
SOPHICAL IDEOLOGIES, POLITICAL PRESSURES, PERSUASIVE
NESS OF PERSONALITY, AND THE FORCE OF MILITARY POWER. 
YET WHEN ALL OF THESE MEANS HAVE BEEN EXHAUSTED, 
THE BEST THAT CAN BE SAID ABOUT ANY OF THEM IS SIMPLY 
THAT THEY HAVE BROUGill ABOUT AN EXTERNAL CHANGE. 
THE PERSON HAS REMAINED INWARDLY THE SAME, FOR 
EXTERNAL FORCES REALIZE ONLY EXTERNAL CHANGES. 

SANONAROLA, A GREAT EVANGELIST OF THE MIDDLE AGES, 
PREACHED WITH SUCH A GREAT PERSUASIVENESS OF 
PERSONALITY THAT THE ENTIRE CITY OF FLORENCE EXPERI-. 
ENCED A SPECTACULAR REFORM IN OUTWARD MORALS. 
YET THE SOURCE OF THE REFORM WAS ONLY PERSUASIVENESS 
OF P ONALITY, AND THE CHANGE PRO~ ED TO ..B£_AN--

REFORMATIO ND NOT AN --...._...._~ '4-!;AL REGENERA- · -- -TION. THE RESULT WAS THAT THE PEOPLE DRIFTED BACK 
INTO THEIR OLD WAYS AND SAVONAROLA, THEIR ONE-TIME 
SPIRITUAL LEADER, MET HIS DEATH AT THEIR OWN HANDS. 
SUCH IS ALWAYS THE STORY OF CHANGES ~BOUGHT ABOUT 
BY EXTERNAL FORCES. 

THE QUESTION ARI~rns, "IS THERE AN ULTIMA~ ~ON?" 
"WHAT FORCE CAN WE USE IN BRINGING ABour;:rf"ortrERS 
THAT WILL BE ABIDING? 11 THE ANSWER IS FOUND IN 
INTERCESSORY PRAYER. BUT TO AVAIL OURSELVES OF THIS 
ULTIMATE WEAPON WE MUST FIRST UNDERSTAND ITS 
CHARACTERISTICS. 

-- V 5 
-- Note : There is no indication that these people prayed one 

word for themselves... Naturally in many experiences of 
intercessory prayer there are personal benefits to be 
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derived but this does not make our motives wrong . .i&..:.. 
Christian wife's praying for lost husband; parent for 
rebellious child. 
1. ich ComesFrom a Re~liz~on of the Needs o Others 
-- vs. Sa ff'~_;ieR. i -,., PR1so,{) 

-- Note : This is nothing to be taken lightly. There was 
a real need! 

This is the first serious persecution of the early 
church . No great effort had been made to put an end 
to the C hri stian propaganda, the rulers of the Jews 
naturally supposing that with the crucifixion of Jesus 
all danger from his teaching wa s over. When to their 
astonishment, they found that it continued, and that 
extraordinary things were taking place wherever t he 
new gospel was pre ached, t hey became alarmed . Then 
Ste was put to death and severe measures were 
enacted against the uda Christians in general. 
This was followed up some time later by the action of 

in who determined to root out the 
Christian community. He struck at the leaders, killing 
Ia , the brother of John -- no doubt a zealous and 

'41~ :{oC? prominent preacher -- and arrested and flung him 
fVA. •2.t ,. , into pri son ,:::>There was not much human probability that 

af_fi..~1'_ :t,he Apostle would ever come out of that prison alive. 
2 . Which Expresses I fs.elf In A Desire To Help 
-- vs. b II prayer was made ... by the church ... for him. 11 

-- ILLUS: The deliverance came through prayer. The 
Church had no weapon against the rn, the prison, 
the mighty egwer of Herod except the weapon of prayer. 

_ But they used that weapon and prevailed. 
-- NOTE: Here you get, on the one hand, all the pompous 

,,.. - and elaborate preparations -- 'four ~uaternions of 
V. S'Oldiers' -- four t imes four i s sixteen -- sixteen 
~ J.,- soldiers, two chains, 'ffir e gates with gtrards at each 

end of them , Herod 's grim determination , the people's 
malicious expectation of having an execution as a 
pleasant sensation with which to wind up the Passover 
Fea st :> And what had the handful of Christian people? 
Well, they had prayer; and they had Jesus C ris . That 
was all, and that is more than enough . How ridiculous 
all the preparation looks when you let the light of that 
great 'but' in upon it! Prayer, earnest prayer, ' .!!!!!~-
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e of ffie C urc unto God for him.' An_d this was 
their ultimate weapon! -- And it worked tJmi, · · · 

3 . ich Seeks ggg_• s Power In Behalf of Others 
-- vs. Sb "but prayer was made ... UNTO GOD for him." 
-- Note : Prayer can be selfish -- Prayer not only depends 

7 on what kind of a god God is; it depends upon the pray-er, 
and the kind of prayer that is offered. Awhile ago I was 
called to talk with a teenager in the hospital. She said 
to me, I've been kind of sore with God Lately. 11 I said, 
"Why? 11 She said, 11! have asked Him to do a lot of 
things, and he hasn't answered my prayers." Well, I 
suggested we think about this a little .>A person who 
has been ignoring God for a long time gets in some kind 
of a jam; and then all of a sudden r_us}:les to him with 
some telegraphic orders about what he should do. What 
kind of chaos would re ult if God tried to answer all the 
little selfish prayers of all the little selfish people in the 
world? 

7 Thi s means. we cannot separate prayer from the rest of 
life. M@Y of us do what that girl did: we live our lives 
as we please, and then when things get into a snarl, we 
ask God to get us out of it. Prayer is not calling in the 

/ flee departrnent; prayer is seeking to live so that the 
house does not get on fire. Prayer is not the "-- - --
e ort, '' it is the first thought in every situation -- or at 

least the second ;>Eith er we shall bring the rest of life 
more in line with God's whole will and plan, or else 
prayer will be like nothing so much as the crying of a 
spoiled child. 

-- P.. J,k s - - -
II. UNCE'ASING DURATIO!j 
- vs. Sb "But prayer was made WITHOUT CEASING" 

7 - Note: Iesus taught that in prayer we should , see and 
KnQck. 11 All three of these verbs are in the present impera
tive mood indicating that we must eep on ,•ttttt'Pm, seeking 
and knocking . 
1. Which Continues As Long As Their Need Exists 
-- Note: Peter is still in prison and so they still pray. 
-- ILLUS : The entire Church, or what remained of it, prayed 

on and on, night and day. The stream of supplication was 
never interrupted; individuals might come and go, but the 
assembly itself was never suspended. One long, earnest, 1 
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continuous appeal was poured forth to heaven that Peter 
should be set free. 

2 . Which Continue Long As Your -='-= hrist Exi s 
-- Note: These people still had faith in Chri st even in the 

face of persecution, the death of James and the imprison
me nt of Peter! 

-- ILLUS : Everyone of us have faith. It is a question of 
7 where we place that faith. 
? Those solid pri~on walls were ever before th~ir vision 

and they seemed stronger than anything they could do. 
They were believing in them and in the strength of Herod's 
c r ue l arm more than in the power of God. That is just 
what we do. We have faith -- in the wrong thing. 

There are people who think they have no faith. They 
have -- heaps of it -- only it happens to be faith in 

'""""") misfortuni;;, or calamity, or sorrow; to crush and bind 
/ their socls. Or, if they are of another mood, perhaps 

their faith is in the power of money, or of some other 
method of tak ing adv antage of their fellow-creatures and 
s e curing their own interest s .~ ut as long as we have 
faith in Christ we shall keep on praying for others. 

3 . Which Continues As Long As Your Exist~ 
he head of an insane asylum for the inebriate in New 

York testified that those who were sent there by their 
re latives or ne ighbor s or by t he state simply to get rid 
of them and to restrict their liberties n ever re covered . 
The ones who ,recovered were those who had SO[Ile loved 
one, father or mother , or wife of child, or sister, 
praying for them > Suffering love has the power to restore. 
So the suffering love of a Christian will cause him to 
_keep on praying for t he sp iritual restorat ion of anothe r . 

III. UNDENIABLE CONSEQUENCES 
- V SS. 7-10 

-- Note: Peter was fast asleep when the light shone; asleep, 
~ nd it was the night before his execution. A man must have 

a very good conscience, or a very dead one, to be able to 
sleep on such a night as that . Did Peter perhaps remember 
that our Lord had said to him, ' hou shalt be ; ' and 
account himself immortal till that word was fulf i lled? 
What we know is that he was sleeping, and that he may 
have been the only Christian in the city as-3tep that night. 
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Then in a moment the cell was all resplendent, and the 
glory of it pierced the sleep of Peter. 
1. Which Brings Light Into Darkness 
-- VS. 7a 
-- Note: A woman was trying to tum on the light in a 

/ telephone booth, but she couldn't find the switch. 

? 

A passerby, noting her frustration, said, "Lady the 
light comes on when you shut the door . 11 

Apply: This is the purpose of Christ's coming. (John 
3:19) "And this is the condemnation, that light is come 
into the world, and men loved darkness rather than 

_ light, because their deeds were evil. 11 

2 . Which Breaks the Bonds of Sin 
. 7b "And the chains fell off from his hands. 11 

-- ILI:r'9S: There were some truths that Herod had yet to 
learn. And one of them was that when God Almighty 
works, 'stone walls do not a prison make, nor iron bars 
a cage. ' Behold the angel of the Lord came upon Peter, 
and a light shined in the pr ison. You can shut out a 
man's nearest and dearest from him, but no authority 
can shut the angels out. The angel touched Peter, and 
the chains fell off him. 

3. Whic Provides Guidance In Times of Need 
-- vs. 8 
-- Note: All that you cannot do, God will do. All that you 

can do, God will never do. - 1 Cl.. 

The angels are always bent upon their ministry, but 
we never find an angel in a hurry. We know the kind of 
man that Peter was, and how arcent and impulsive was 
his nature. He was always swift to speak, and swift to 
act, too often without any reckoning of,consequence. 

Every moment was precious, and every moment perilous . 
Another instant and the soldiers might awake. Alive to 
his danger and to his opportunity can we wonder if 
Peter clean forgot his sandals? And then the angel , 
calm amid that tumult, with a calmness born of 
fellowship with God, said 'Gird thyself and put th, 
sandals on and follow me ' 

4. iWJlich Opens Life's Great Doors 
-- ~- 10a 

(1) The lI:bQI" of aith (Paul and Barnabas) 
-- Acts 14:27 "And when they were come and had 

gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that 
.!, 



God had done with them, and how he had opened the 
door of faith unto the Gentiles. 11 Other nations -
China, India ... 

(2) T e door of salvation 
-- Rev. 3:20 11 Behold, I stand at the door and knock: 

if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with 
me." 

(3) Tfie aoor of opportunity 
-- Rev. 3:8 "I know thy works: behold, I have set 

before thee an open door, and no man can shut it. 11 

(4) The door of witnessing 
-- Col. 4: 3 " ithal praying also for us, that God 

would open unto us a door of utterance, to ;,peak 
t he mystery of Christ . . . PRAy /o~ Y a,n_ r 

I S la~ 1 • 1 

IV. UNBELIEVABLE POWER 
'f- vss. 12:12-17 

1. Which Some Attempt to Explain Away 
I 

-- vs. l 
-- Note: The brethren have been praying, 'Lord, restore 

him unto us! ' Rhoda eagerly returns with the announce-
7 ment that Peter is at the gate. Now what? They tell 

the girl that she is mad to say such a thing, and when 
she sticks to her story they conclude that she must 
have seen his ghost. And so they went on debating 
the matter, while all the t ime the answer was waiting 
at the door. 
(1) As a mark of an unstable mind i¾tktte u--Jf.4J'Jf&/ • ; , 
--

11 mad 11 
' 

(2) As the figment of one's imagination 
--

11 angel" 
2. Which Confront__s_ M With Indisputable Evidence 
-- vs. 16 
-- Note: The lesson is -- trust your own experience, what-

/ ever people may have to say against it. If you have 
found that Jesus Christ can help you, and has loved 
you, and that your sins have been forgiven, because 
you nave trusted in him, do not let anybody laugh or 
talk you out of that conviction. 

If you cannot argue, do like Rhoda, 'constantly affirm 
that it is so.' That is the right answer, especially if 
you can say to the antagonistic party, 'Have you been 
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down to the door, then, to see? ' And if they have to 
say 'No!' then the right answer is, 'You go and look 
as I did, and you will come back with the same belief 
which I have.' "ci, 1--457£. + 5~e TJ,,,_f- 7le i.t,;~ ,i trw/f; 

So at last they open the door and there he stands! 
3. Which Imparts God 1 s Blessings 
-- V • 17 

(1) Peace to disturbed souls (17a) 
(2) Joy because of what prayer has accomplished (17b) 
(3) A message to share with others (17c) ,r >1i'J 

(.... I • f,J 

CON: t4artin Luther arose from his bed and prayed at night, 
and when the break of day came he called his wife and said 
to her, "It has come . " History records that on that very day 
King Charles granted religious toleration, a thing for which 
Luther had prayed. 

John Knox, whom his queen feared more than any other man, 
~as in such agony of prayer that he ran o ut into the street 
and fell on his face and cried, "Oh, God , give me Scotland 
or I'll die . " And God gave him Scotland, and not only that, 
he threw England in for good measure. 

When Jonathan Edwards was about to preach his greatest 
!: I 

sermon on "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,' ' he prayed 
for days; and when he stood before his congregation and 
preached it, men caught at thei~ eat in their terror, and some 
fell to the floor; and the people cried out in their fear, 
"Mr. Edwards, tell us how we can be saved! " 

I believe that if you and I will pray as we ought to pray, 
we shall see people for whom we have been concerned for 
years saved. We shall see prodigal Christians coming 
back home. We shall see our own cfiurch revi 
(Commitment to pray defin itely for some other person during 
~ .N.T~ ) 
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I Will Pray Each Day For: 

1. Daniel Vestal 

2. Forbes Wood 

3. Compassion for the lost/by name 

ac p~ ~ ~{f>ttoid,V ¾) 
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Psalm 55:17 

R E V I V A L 

22, 1984 

oon Lunch 
7:30 p.m. Service 

Daniel Vestal, Evangelis 

Forbes Wood, Singer 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 



Spring-

A New Beginning 

Christ-

A New Life 

"In Him was 1 ife; and the 1 ife was the 

1 ight of men. 11 John 1 :4 


