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WITNESSING TO THE WORLD THROUGH MY CHURCH 

SCRIPTURE: Acts 1:8 

INTRO: ONE OF THE MORE BIZZARE MEDIA EVENTS OF LAST 
SPRING WAS THE SUCCESSFUL EFFORT OF ONE GEORGE WILLIG 
TO SCALE THE 1,350' SHEER FACE OF THE WORLD TRADE CEN
TER'S SOUTH TOWER IN NEW YORK CITY. ARMED ONLY WITH 
TWO METAL BLOCKS, A PULLEY SYSTEM, AND HIKING BOOTS, 
HE SCAMPERED UP THE 110-STORY URBAN MT. EVEREST AT 
THE RATE OF TWO MINUTES PER FLOOR UNTIL HE BECAME BUT 
A SPECK TO THE THOUSANDS WHO GATHERED TO CHEER FROM 
THE STREETS BELOW. HIS ACHIEVEMENT WAS, AS THEY SAY, 
THE LAST WORD IN UPWARD MOBILITY. 

ALTHOUGH WILLIG'S INTREPID ADVENTURE MOMENTARILY 
LIFTED THE PALL THAT HANGS OVER FUN CITY, CAUSING 
MAYOR BEAME TO WRITE OFF THE $250,000 IT HAD COST IN 
MOBILIZING POLICE TO CONTROL THE CROWDS AND TRAFFIC 
JAMS, WE MAY RIGHTLY WONDER JUST WHAT THIS WHIMSICAL 
REACH FOR THE CLOUDS REALLY ACCOMPLISHED. 

ON THE ONE HAND, IT WON THE HEARTS OF HIS FELLOW 
NEW YORKERS PERHAPS BECAUSE, IN WILLIG'S OWN WORDS, 
IT WAS "A PERSONAL CHALLENGE" TO HIS INGENUITY TO 
CONQUER SOMETHING "VERY VERTICAL" IN A CULTURE THAT 
HAS BECOME INCREASINGLY HORIZONTAL ( i .e. SECULARIZED~ 
BUT BEYOND THE SHOW OF BRAVADO, WHAT WAS GAINED BY 
HIS SUCCESS? MORE IMPORTANT, WHAT WOULD HAVE BEEN 
PROVED HAD HE FAILED? WAS THE ISSUE AT STAKE WORTH 
THE RISK OF ONE DARING YOUNG LIFE? 

TO ME, THIS RECKLESS VENTURE POWERFULLY SYMBOLIZES ' 
THE PLIGHT OF MODERN MAN: ON THE ONE HAND, WE DE S
PERATELY NEED SOME ULTIMATE CHALLENGES WHICH TEST THE 
OUTER LIMITS OF OUR CAPACITY FOR GREATNESS, WHILE, ON 
THE OTHER HAND, HEEDLESS OF WHERE SUCH REALLY MEAN
INGFUL CHALLENGES LIE, WE WASTE OUR COURAGE AND HERO
ISM CRAWLING LIKE FLIES OVER LIFELESS CONCRETE SLABS: 

THE GOOD NEWS OF THE GOSPEL TO THE GEORGE WILLIGS 
OF LIFE IS THAT THERE ARE SOME "VERY VERTICAL" CHAL
LENGES THAT PUT ONE IN TOUCH WITH TRANSCENDENCE WHERE 
THE STAKES ARE NOT WHETHER ONE WILL FOOLISHLY LOSE 
LIFE AND LIMB BUT ARE WHETHER OUR WORLD WILL BE SAVED 
OR LOST! 

SUCH CHALLENGES LOOM UP BEFORE US ALMOST DAILY IN 
THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH. THEY DO NOT ALWAYS APPEAR AS 
IMPOSING AS THE TWIN TOWERS OF THE WORLD TRADE CENTER_,, 



· UT THEY POINT US TO THE HEAVENS MORE AUTHENTICALLY 
THAN SUCH LOFTY SKYSCRAPERS EVER COULD. 

THE CHALLENGE THAT CONFRONTS US TODAY IS THE VERY 
"VERTICAL" CHALLENGE OF "WITNESSING TO THE WORLD 
THROUGH MY CHURCH!" HOW CAN WE EVER WITNESS TO THE 
WORLD THROUGH OUR CHURCH? THE ANSWER IS FOUND IN THE 
PRACTICE OF CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP THROUGH OUR CHURCH. 

• 

I. THE CHALLENGE 
--Acts 1: 8b te~-5 
--NOTE;_: .. ~'i'uth .. ra_Baptists are involved in a massive 

denominational project known as Bold Mission Thrusi 
This is a daring venture to proclaim the gospel to 
every person in the world by the end of this cen
tury. In order to reach this goal, every Southern 
Baptist church must be committed to the work of 
witnessing to the world. 

--NOTE: THE CHALLENGE AT HOME 
~ere will be five million lost people living in 
Texas by 1982 if we continue reaching only the 17% 
of the population we have been able to enlist in 

v the recent past. This great field of opportunity 
means we must do a more effective job of touching 
the lives of people and families not related to the 
church and its outreach organizations. 

How can a church reach effectively those people 
who are moving into its community? 

The answer is: by doing well those few things 
experience has demonstrated will enable us to reacl 
more people. 

Sunday School enrolment - Churches have discov
ered in the past that growth in Sunday School enro: 
ment expands the church's influence and makes pos
sible growth in many areas. 

Sunda y School attendance - Regular Bible study 
causes a person to confront the claims of Christ 
and prepares the way for a re s ponse of faith. 

Evangelism - Number of baptisms is the best mea
sure of the outreach effectiveness of a church. 
When people are confronted with the gospel the 
result will be conversions. Baptism and church 
membership naturally follow. 

--NOTE: THE CHALLENGE OF MISSIONS 
~ptists have interpreted the Great Commission 
as a call to missionary endeavor. It is this sens , 
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of mission that has caused some of our most tal 
ented people to commit their lives to mission ser~ 
vice. GoA,.s ~ ,·,..,I q7 7 

Bold Mission Thrust is a call for individuals t c 
become missionaries. The Southern Baptist Conven-
tion has issued a challenge for 1,000 new career 
missionaries to volunteer and be 2s s· d to home 
and foreign mission fields by 19 / i~ ~ additiona l 
5,000 Mission Service Corps volunteers a ~ n e d 
for one or two year assignments at home ana - a road 
Other short term workers will g'ye from one week 
to several months to mission service in the name l 
of Christ. 

Mission outreach is the heartbeat of Baptist 
life. The missionary vision of the church may be 
measured in the missionary vision of its people 
and their desire to go wherever God calls. 

20% of aI1.- Southern Baptist Foreign Missionarie s 
are Texans. 25% 9f all Southern Baptist Home Mis 
sionaries are Texans. 

---APPLY: Our "Bold Mission" Goal of reaching every 
person on earth with the gospel by the year 2,00 0 
is a "very vertical" challenge! It demands the 
best from each of us. It can be done! ChrLst has 
commanded us to do it--to "preach the gospel to 
every creature" (Mark 16:15). And Christ would 
not command us to do what he knew we cannot do. 

Like George Willig we must be determined to 
scale t hese "vertical'' challenges. We must see i 
not as a duty but as a delight. 

But how can this be done? How can we meet this 
challenge? 

God has a plan. He has given us a channel and 
only one channel through which we can fulfill thi 
challenge. 

II. THE CHANNEL 
--Acts 1:8 "YE shall receive power ... and YE ::hal l 

be witnesses unto me ... " 
--NOTE: Who is the "YE?" To whom is he addressing 

these words?--To thechurch! To !!!Y church! To 
your church! To this church and others like it . 

--THE CENTRALITY OF THE CHURCH 
If you should ask the members of a Southern 

Baptist congregation if their church LS important 
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, l to them, they would probably insist that it is. 
However, the following conditions have an importani 
message: ~ . 

More than one-thir of all Southern Baptist 
church memberser attend their church at all. 
They're inactive or non-resident members. Many of 
these people have moved to other communities with
out jo i ning other churches. Their names continue 
on the roll as church members, but they do nothing 
at all to support their church. C\ 

In the typical Southern Baptist church, ~ of 
the members give 80 % of the church's income. A 
high percentage of the remaining 80% of the member-
shi · · tle or nothing to their church. 

ny people f church with petty griev-
ance s again of the congregation. In 
many of these cases the church makes a decision 
with which they don't agree or they feel the churcl 
owes t ~something they aren't receiving. 

~ ~§__S_i_gri:s::::ia~e a dead giveaway that too many 
Southern Baptists have a shallow commitment to 

V their c hurch. We may be doing a good job of reach
ing people and winning them to Christ. But our 
record of involving them in the demands of church 
membership and Christian d i scipleship is not good. 
We short-circuit the task of evangelism and world 

' miss i ons when w~ fail to enlist the people we win 
' to support the church in its continuing mission in 
~ the world. I The New Testamen~ teaches very clearly that the 

\ 
V"' church is vtt_al in our thinking as Christians. ThE 

church is atthe heart of God's plan for world re
demption. It is i Wipos sible to do God's will with
out magnifying and lifting up the church to which 

V they belong. 
--NOTE ~ Just before he ascended to his Father, Jesu~ 

charged ½i~ ~s to "go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations" (Matt. 28:19a, RSV). 

Let's admit that there are many fine organiza
tions today that are making a real contribution to 
society. The Heart Fund, the Boy Scouts, and the 
National Conference of Christians and Jews are just 
three e xamples. These particular organizations 
c r u sade for better health, character building, and 
human brotherhood. But the church is the only 
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organi zation Christ established and commissioned. 
The church is the central agency through which God 
does his work of human redemption in a sinful 
world. 

-THE CHURCH IS THE STEWARD OF GOD'S TRUTH 
One of the most interesting passages in the New 

Testament is Paul's description of the church as 
"servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries 
of God" (I Cor. 4:1, RSV). The apostle Paul uses 
the word mysteries in this passage to describe the 
great Christian truths of forgiveness and salva
tion. All Christians have heard the _gospe l and 
have come to accept him as our Savior through 
faith. Now that we have received the gospel in 
our lives, we are stewards of that tremendous in
heritance. We must exercise responsibility in the 
way we manage this inheritance. We must realize 
that it's our duty to share this inheritance with 
all those people who have never accepted Jesus 
Christ as Savior and Lord. 

Paul admits that there is a sense of awe and 
wonder about all this. None of us achieved salva
tion because we deserved it. God redeemed us in 
spite of our unworthiness. Even though church 
members are flawed and imperfect- -unfit vessels 
for God's use -- somehow in his plan he nas selected 
us to represent his nature and purpose to the rest 
of the world. @e church is the,, only agency that • 
God has chosen to establish to bring people to 11 
know him. 

Crist made it clear that his d i sciples, his / 
church, should continues the work he had started-
calling people to repentance and faith and helping ' 
them come to know God as personal Savior and Lord 
of their lives. 

God has entrusted to the church the task of con
tinuing h i s wor k in the world. This is an awesome 
responsibility that calls for our total commitment 

s members of his church. 
--APPL ! 

1. Since the church is God's agency for r eaching 
a lost world, it e xpects loyalty and devotion from 
every church member. Nothing a Christian can do 

s more im ortant than the service he renders 
hrou h his church. 
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2. h rches should reach the "whole gospel." 
In addition to showing peop e how to e save , a 
church should instruct people in the demands of 
Christian discipleship. Ser ving as a disciple of 
Jesus and as a church member involves discipline, 
obedience, sacrifice, and support. 

3. ne bi art of Christian discipleship is 
tewardshi or financial support of the church. 

T church has a right and a dut to e x2ect tat 
• its members support its ministry. Since only aboui 

20 % of its members are contributing very much righi 
· now, the typical church has a lot of work to do in 
teaching the demands of Christian stewardship. 

4. Christians who ive as much or more to commu
it or anizations charities and inde endent 
hristian causes than the ive to their own local 

,chur ch have their priorities confus~ . As God's 
for world redemption, the local 

c u rch deserves ...... ~--lli',h,..!,,,l,,!:!oa,,!.::!!,::X.. in the giving of 
those who belong to that fellowship. 

- NOTE: Ge orge Willig did not ask anyone for any 
ass+~tpnce of any kind when he decided to .climb 
th€World Trade Center. This was something he 
wanted to do and was determined to do. 

As we "Witness to the World Through our Church" 
we do not ask independent agencies, federal or 
state or city governments or charitable foundationE 
to fund our endeavor. This is something we want tc 
do and are determined to do. And we shall do it aE 
our Lord has charged us to do. 

III. THE CHARGE 
-I Cor. 4:2 "It is required in stewards, that a man 

be found faithful." 
--Malachi 3:10 "Bring ye all the tithes into the 

storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, 
and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, 
i f I will not open you the windows of heave n, and 
pour you out a blessing, tha t there shall not be 
room enough to receive it." 
1. The PROPORT ION 
--"Bring ye all the TITHES ... " 

(1) Is the "tithe" clear and simple (one tenth) 
(2) Is "all" the tithe 
(3) Is based on the individual ability to give 
--NOTE: 1/l0th. What would be the income o 
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our church if every member paid the tithe? 
The average per household "effective buying 
power" (take-home income after withholding 
taxes, etc.) for San Angelo is $15,628. 
$15,628 X 1,539 FBC resident households = 
$24,051,492. 10 % = $2,405,149. 1982 Budge t 
only $922,807 or $1,482,342 less than tithe! 

(4) Is designed to curb the sin of covetousnes s 
--NOTE: Are Christians bothered with this 

sin? Last year 1,209 resident members gave 
nothing; 274 gave from 1¢ to 49¢ per week . 

2. The PLACE 
-- " into the storehouse" 

(1) In the Old Testament it was the Temple. 
--II Chron. 31:11-12 They "brought in the o f 

ferings and the tithes" to the Temple. 
(2) In the New Testament it is the Church. 

a. Since the Church replaced the Temple 
--i.e. As Christ died on the cross t he veil 

in the Temple was torn ... 
b. Since the New Testament church acknow-· 

ledges the Church as the Store house. 
- - NOTE: Jerusalem Christians gave through 

the Jerusalem Church; Corinthian Chris
tians through the Corinthian Church; Mac&i 
donian Christians gave through the Mace 
donian Church. 

(3) There is no better place to pay the tithe 1 
--ILLUS: Tract--(The Cooperative Program 

Does It Better) 
3. The PURPOSE 
-- "That there may be meat in mine house 11.i:f..· ).s,.,,, 

( 1) To meet the needs at home 'fA-4-J..~ 
(2) To meet the needs abroad 
- --i.e. Neilson Fanini (Rio, Brazil) "There are 

more communist missionaries in Latin Amer i ca 
than Christian missionaries." They will 
respond i.e. Fortaleza. 

4. The PROMISE 
--"Prove me now herewith saith the Lor d of Hos t s, 

if I will not ... " 
--"Can never outgive God"--Spiritual blessing-

and if He pleases even material: 
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ICON: Walter B. Knight tells of a child in India who 
v isited in the home of a missionary who had spoken in 
her church. She wanted to do something to help reach 
t he multitude s for Christ. The little girl gave her 
only penny to her church to be used for missions. 

The church gave the penny to the missionary. The 
penny purchased a Christian tract that was placed in 
a tract rack in a public place. 

I The tract fell into the hands of a headhunter who 
became a Christian. A few years later the former heac 
hu nter led in the construction of a church building. 

Through the years, 1,500 natives came to know Christ 
' through the ministry of that church. 

l 

It all started with one little girl, one penny and 
o ne church. She "Witnessed to the World Through her 
Church." 

This is what God wants you and me to do today. 



The 

COOPERATIVE 
PROGRAM 

does it better 



The top eight independent religious organiza
tions received more than $300 million last year in 
contributions for their combined causes. 

During that same time, Southern Baptists gave 
more than $300 million for mission ministries 
through their churches. 

These eight inaependent religious organiza
tions all have extensive media ministries such as 
television and radio programs. In this group there 
are represented thr:.ee churches, five schools, 
one hospital, and limited mission ministries. 

By comparison, Southern Baptists have ap
proximately 6,000 career missionaries serving in 
this country and in more than 95 other countries 
around the world Their ministries stretch from 
evangelism to healing to teaching to feeding 
hungry souls physical bread as well as the Bread 
of Life. 

Southern Baptists also support six seminaries. In 
fact, one out of every five seminary students in 
the nited States is enrolled in a Southern Baptist 
seminary. Through the 34 state conventions, 
Southern Baptists support 46 senior colleges and 
universities, and 19 junior colleges, academies, 
and Bible schools. 

Southern Baptists have an extensive radio min
istry and a fast-growing television ministry. The 
number of Southern Baptist churches is growing, 
and an average of more than 1,000 people a 
day have been baptized in Southern BaP.tist 
churches for years. {- I-- ~I :1 r 7..() /4() ,f~ ~ 

The above facts are intendecfto illustrafe the 
way Southern Baptists work together and how 
God has blessed their combined efforts. Through 
the Cooperative Program, Southern Baptists are 
cooperating to obey the command of Jesus 
Christ to go into all the world with the gospel. 

No other group in history has been able to 
demonstrate voluntary cooperation and ac
complishments in ministry quite like Southern 
Baptists. 

The Cooperative Program does it better! 

C 
cooperative 
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