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INTRO : SOME SEEM SURPRI SED THAT SOUTHERN BAP
TISTS ARE SERIOUS ABOlJT SEEING THE GREAT COM 
MI SS ION FULFILL ED DURI NG THI S GENERATION. 
OllTS ID ERS , 1 AM SURE. THINK WE HAVE TAKEN ON 
MORE THAN WE WILL BE ABLt TO ACCOMPLI SH. 

BUT I DO NOT FIND THE BOLDNE SS OF SOUTH 
EHN BAPTI STS SHOCKING AT ALL . WHAT [ DO F I ND 
SHOCKING IS THE FACT THAT JESUS GAVE THE 
l' lllJRCH A COMMAND NEARLY 2 ,000 YEARS AGO; AND, 
WE HAVE NOT YET CARRI ED IT OUT! 

OUR DENOMINATION S GOAL IS TO REACH THE 
WORLD WITH THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST BY THE YEAR 
2 ,000 . AND THI S WILL BE DONE THROUGH "OUT
REACH. " 

DO NOT THINK FOR A MOMENT THAT WE ARE 
ONLY TALKING ABOUT "NUMBERS ." EVERY TIME 
YOU R CLASS ENROLLMENT GOE S UP BY ONE, THAT 
MEANS ONE MORE LIFE rs TOUCHED FOR CHRI ST . 
EVERY VI SIT, EVERY PHONE CALL EVERY LETTER 
HA S THE POTENTIAL OF TOUCHING LIVES AND 

. l' IIANGING PEOPLE . 
7 --' . . >WHENEVF.R SOMEONE OBJECTS TO SETTING 
;:,.l'z»c;'c)A L,S. I OFFER THEM AN ALTERNATIVE - - FULFILL 

T l! E ENTIRE GREAT COMMI SS ION TODAY! IF WE 
/\Im NOT PREPARED TO DO SO, THEN I AM CON-
V I NCED WE MUST DECIDE HOW MUCH OF THE GREAT ----
COMMI SS ION WE ARE WILLI NG TO TACKLE TODAY, 
SET THI S AS OUR IMMED I ATE GOAL AND GET BUSY 
AliOUT THE TASK! (Davi d Williams, S . S . Leade r 
~-l.!lJ:?., Oct ., 198 7 pp . 16- 1, .) 

YOU SAY, "RUT SUCH A TREMENDOUS TASK RE 
QUIRES TREMENDO US RE SOURCES ." AND YOU ARE 
RI GHT! WE CANNOT DO IT AI.ONE. WHAT I S THE 
POWER FOR OUT REACH? WHAT WAS THE POWER OF 
TH E CHURCH IN ACTS THAT ENABLED IT TO EXPAND 
AT A PHENOMINA L RATE ? THAT SAME POWER I S 
AVAILABLE TO llS TODAY . 

I . THE POWER OF GOD' S WORD 
- - ACTS 1:1 "The fo rme r tr eati se . . . " was t he 

Hoo k of Luke whi c h prese nts t he Gos pe l of 
Chri s t ''i n nrde r ." 
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Timothy 3:15 "From a child thou has known 
the ,.boly s c ript u r e s. which are ABLE TO MAKE THEI 
WISE UNTO SALVATION through faith which is in 
Jesus Christ." 

--ILLUS: The true story of the Mutiny on the 
Bounty has often been retold. One part that 
deserves retelling was the transformation 
wrought by one book. Nine mutineers with x 
native men and twelve nativ (Tahitian) women 
put ashore on Pitcairn Island in 1790. One 
sailor soon began distilling alcohol, and the 
little colony was plunged into debauchery and 
vice. 

Ten years later, only one white man sur
vived, surrounded by native women and half
breed children. In an old chest from the 
Bounty, this sailor one day found a Bible. He 
began to read it and then to teach it to the 
others. The result was that his own life and 
ultimately the lives of all those in the colony 
were changed. Discovered in 1808 by the USS 
Topas, Pitcairn had become a prosperous com
munity with no jail, no whisky, no crime, and 
no laziness. (Tan, p. 275 #8 6) '';' ... Jl::I.AI : ,,,, 

R€,td"'f 7111~ /34-1 . r 11) 
I I. THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT ......,, t 'fou11 J..,k,. 

--Acts 1:8 
--NOTE· One cannot read this verse without 

noticing the sequence--lst--"Ye shall receive 
power," 2nd--"Ye shall be witnesses." 

Any alleged "power" that does not result 
in "witnessing" is inconsistent, incompatible 
and in conflict with the Word of God! 

--APPLY: The power of the Holy Spirit is what 
makes possible the impossible. 

Luke tells us that there were about 120 
disciples (Acts 1:15). Yet this small group 
is commanded to take the gospel "unto the utter 
most part of the earth!" Such a task seems im
possible. And yet you must remember that the 
numbers make little difference to God. 

lijah, one prophet faced 850 false proph
ets of Baaj.. on Mt. Carmel. 

Gideon with 300 men defeated the armies of 



the Midianites who were so many the Scrip
ture says, "they were without number!" 

3 esus", one man, stood before 20,000 
hungry people and fed them with 2 small 
fish and 5 loaves of bread! 

How can this happen? Through and 
only through the Power of the Holy Spirit. 

--NOTE,: You may feel that the obstacles 
are too great, that person is to hard to 
ever be reached. But the Holy Spirit 
through ~ can reach out to him, touch 
his life and change him. 

( ~ e Holy Spirit's Power is beyond 
( measure! We have SEISMOGRAPHS to measure 

the power of an earthquake. 
We have SPECTOGRAPHS to measure the 

colors of the rainbow. 
But we have nothing capable of mea-

suring the power of the Holy Spirit! And 
He is available to you! You cannot "re
ceive His power" without becoming His 
"Witness." 

I ~ PLY: It is the power of the Holy Spirit 
that generates the "Power of Positive 

\ 
Thinking." Members must believe their 

I. class can grow before it will grow. Prov. 
23:7 says, "As he thinketh in his heart 

\ so is he." And the power of the Holy 
Spirit can infuse in you the contagious, 
exciting "power of positive thinking." 
He can turn your class around ... 

III. THE POWER OF LOVE 
-- cts 1:lla ("Gazing" because the one 

they loved had been taken from them. 
Yet soon this love would compell them 
to share their Christ with others.) 

-- TI Cor. 4:14a (When explaining why he 
had traveled so far, suffered so much, 
preached so often, and reached so many 
Paul simply said, "The LOVE OF CHRIST 
constraineth us." 

--NOTE: What is the constraining force 
in your life ... ? 



--ILLUS: As Gus~av{ Dor!/was putting the finish
ing touches on the face of Christ in one of his 
paintings, an admiring friend stepped quietly 
into the studio. She looked with bated breath 
upon the painting. 

Dore sensed her presence and said gra
ciously, "Pardon, madam, I did not know you 
were here." 

She answered, "Monsieur Dore, you must 
love Him very much to be able to paint Him 
thus!" 

"Love Him, madam?' exclaimed Dore, "I do 
love Him, but if I loved Him better I would 
paint Him better!" (Tan, p.762 #3220) 

And the more we love Christ, the more we 
long to paint His features upon the faces of 
the lost around us. 

c~f/~ 
IV. THE POWER ·oF COOPERATION )../f/uib,t-J~, . 

r-- 1 1 = ~ AL/J,y, "Ttlf ,t, tbtc i,nJ, • -- cts 1:14a & 2:1 .LJ6.c:L~ ~ 
--NOTE: Men and women who previously had been 

characterized by d-i'vrou-s-ness and bickering are 
now united by the common task of fulfilling 
Christ's Great Commission - -the task of "Touch
ing Lives and Changing People." 

And an important force in their outreach 
was the power of cooperation! __ ,,,..__, 

--I LUS: naY-.iJ aney, in is book The Lord And 
His LaLty, states, "There will never oe enough 
pastors to do all the ministry of the church." 

Chaney, and ew~s · n their book, Design For 
Churc Growth remind us, "There never has been 
significant growth of the church without the 
serious involvement of lay persons." 

The pastor of a growing church said, "Our 
church began to experience growth when I gave 
up fishing with one hook!"--When Sunday School 
class members began to cooperate in reaching 

r-out to the unchurched every week. 
--NOTE: The Church in Acts experienced its first 

great surge of growth as a result of 120 ordi 
nary people cooperating together reaching out 
to others on a one-to-one basis. / : ~ 

The sermon of Simon Peter only drew in the 
net full of those whom the 120 had already won 
to Christ. 
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- - APPLY: We n eed each ot h er . Without eac h 
other , with o ut th e power of cooperation 
we s hall fail. 

The eye i s inoperative witho ut the 
hrain. Th e lungs cann o t function with
o ut t h e h e art . And we canno t function 
e ffe ct ively in outreach without t h e power 
of cooperati o n' 

THE POWER OF PRAYER 
-- - Acts 1: l4b 
- - NOTE: We are n ot told the cont e nt of 

their praye r. Surel y there was t he 
e l e me nt of thanks giving ... ; t her e must 
have been adorat1on ... ; I am certain be 
c au se of the great revival that soon fol
lowed there was an awful lot of confession 
in t h eir pr ayers. 

But t h e word '' s upplication" is there 
also. I t is alway s a part of real pray e r 
hu t I t hink it is listed sep arately to add 
e mp h a s is to this as p ect o f prayer. Suppli 
c ati o n --en treaty , inter ceeding in b e half 
of ot h e r s , ho lding ot h er p eople ' s n eeds up 
to Go d ... 

- - APPLY: As these 120 were praying for 
ot h e r s they Ui e msel ves were bein g prepared 
t o l> ecome t h e i n s trume nt s God would u se in 
to u c h ing l ives a nd c hanging peopl e . 
0 - for the se very same 120 wer e those 

wh o s han- t h e gospel wi t h the masses o n 
th e da y o( Pentecost wh e n 3 ,000 soul s we r e 
saved ! 

The p o wer of prayer i s not o nly demon 
s tra ted i n what it achieves in the l ives 
,) f ot h e r s bu t a l so in how it thrusts u s 
rorth as " l:-l b o urer s int o Hi s harvest." 

·· - Mat thew 9 : 37 -- 38 37 ' 'T h en sa ith h e unto hi s 
di sc iples, Th e h a rves t truly is pl e nt eo u s , 
hut th e labour e r s are f e w;' 38 "Pray ye t h ere
fore the Lord of th e h a r ves t, t h at h e will 
se nd fort h l .t b o ur er s in to hi s h arvest." 

- - NOTE: T h e ve r y o n es who prayed for t h e 
harvest in Matt h e w 9 f o und themse lve s thrust 
int o the harve s t in Matt h e w 10. 

- - ILLUS: [ kn e lt to pray when day was done, 
And pr ayed "O Lord bless eve r y 
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one, 
Lift from - saddened hear tS the pain, 

And let the sick be well again." 
And then I woke another day, 

And carelessly went upon my way. 
The whole day long I did not try 

To wipe a tear from any eye. 
I did not try to share the load 

Of any brother on the road. 
I did not even go to see 

The sick man just next door to me. 
Yet once again when day was done, 

I prayed "O Lord bless everyone." 
But as I prayed, unto my ear 

There came a voice that whispered clear, 
"Pause, hypocrite, before you pray, 
Whom have you tried to bless tod~y? 

God's sweetest blessings always go, 
By hands which serve Him below." 

And . then I hid my face and cried, 
"Forgive me, God, for I have lied. 

Let me but live another day, 
And I will live the way I pray!" 
(Tan, pp. 1043- 1044 #4560 ) 

VI. THE POWER OF PERSONAL GROWTH 
--Acts 1:15a & 2:14a 
--NOTE.; Something had happened to this man call-

ed Peter. Earlier he was a braggart, impetuous 
and intolerant. Earlier he fearfully denied 
that he ever knew Jesus . Now he boldly "Stands 
Up" for Christ. 

What had happened? He had experienced a 
new power in his life- - The Power of Personal 
Growth. 

- -NOTE: Ch~rch growth is dependent on personal 
growth because both are processes. (McDonough, 
h:woi \Mi-aj'st~ Ch\1"NH'les, p. 63). 

Church growth is not an event; it is a 
process. An event suggests a happening. 
Growth is a time when something happens! 

The reason some expectations for church 
growth die is church leaders p l an for, hope 



for, and then expedite an r~vent .'j For 
example, high attendance Sundays are not 
strategies to make the church grow nearly 
so much as they are the result of some
thing significant going on in the church. 
High attendance Sundays should be the 
result of a church growth process. The 
problem arises when high attendance Sun
day becomes the end instead of the means 
to an end, that is church growth. 
(McDonough, p. 63, par. 2) 

iike church growth, personal growth 
is a · process. An individual who expe
riences per-sonal growth will inevitably 
contribute to the growth of his · Sunday 
School class--to his church. 

You must grow first--then your 
class, our de artment, y9ur church will 

-G' When others see youn, growing th·ey 
will be attracted and will come to ex-
perience that growth with you. __,) 

VII. THE POWER OF PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
- - Acts 2:6 
- - NOTE: For several hours 120 Christians 

moved among the thousands gathered on 
the holiday of Pentecost, sharing their 
personal testimony about Christ. 

They told LJ) ..2lb.a.:t their life and 
attitudes were before they met Christ. 

(J)~ they came to realize their need, 
~}.their experience of accepting Christ 
W and ~ Christ was doing in their life 

that very day. 
The Power of Personal Testimony 

literally exploded the gospel all across 
the masses. Once their personal testi
monies were shared, the Holy Spirit had 
a tool through which He could do His 
work. 

--APPLY: What sells more products than 
anything else--facts, comparisons, re
search reports? No! A simple personal 
testimony of a satisfied customer. 

Are you "satisfied" with Christ? 
Then use the power of your personal , 



testimony! 
What convicts a criminal in a courtroom 

--Laws, statutes, arguments? No! It is the 
power of a witnesses' personal testimony. 
His sharing what he heard, what he saw, what 
he experienced. 

--dJ!.f+¥: You were there when Christ saved you. 
You are the only expert on that matter. 
Witnessing is simply testifying what you have 
-seen, what you have heard, what you have 
experienced in Christ. Use the Power of 
Personal Testimony--It is a great Power for 
Outreach. 

CON: The New Testament records tell of forty 
people, each suffering from the same disease, 
who were healed by Jesus. Of this number, 
thirty-four were either brought to Jesus by 
friends, or He was taken to them. In only 
six cases out of forty did the sufferers find 
the way to Jesus without assistance. Of the 
vast number of people who find their way to 
Jesus today, most of them reach Him because 
the power of a personal testimony. 
(Tan, p. 1614 #7383) 
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