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WHEN DEATH INVADES YOUR HOME 

SCRIPTURE: Samuel 12:18-23, Pew Bible page 277 

INTRO: It was a hot and humid day. Brent had been with a 
group of his friends, taking advantage of the nearby river 
to relieve the heat of the mid-July sun. It was a place 
where they had gone swimming for several years. Not one of 
the parents worried about their swimming in the river. 

No one knew just what happened, but for some reason, 
when Brent swung out over the water on a rope and let go, he 
never came up. This something illlliil~ the boys had done 
for years without difficulty. 

The water had been running a little high for that time 
of the year. The current may have washed some obstacle into 
the swimming hole boys were unable to see. The 
attempts at explanation seemed almost endless, but the 
result remained unchanged: Brent was gone. Death invaded 
his home. 

Brent's is not the only home to be invaded abruptly by 
death. Your home, my home have been invaded by death. 

may soon be. 
If not it 

What do you do when d eath invades your home? 

I. BRAVELY FACE THE FACTS OF DEATH 
Death is a fact! Some to ignore it. One 

entire religious system denies it. But death is a 
fact! 

Th words "Death," "Die," or "Dead" appear no less 
thah 1,057 timesJ.'(i_n 973 verses from Genesis to 
evelation 21:8._> From early in the book of the 

Bible until late in t h e last book of the Bible the fact 
of death is asserted. 

Bravely face not only the "fact" of death but also 
the "facts" of death. 

1. Its origin 
--NOTE: There is enough grief and remorse when 

death invades your home without your blaming 
yourself or asking, "What if?" 

You did not bring death into this world nor 
did you cause your loved one to experience it. 

The origin of death is recorded in: 
enesis 2:17 (KJV) "But of the tree of the know

ledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: 
for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die 11 / rt 

--Romans 5:12 (KJV) "Wherefore, as by one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned." 



I. BRAVELY FACE THE FACTS OF DEATH 

--NOTE: Death is the direct consequence of sin. 
Adam and Eve sinned because they broke a direct 
command of God. And because they sinned they died 
and brought death into the world. Then as now, 
"The wages (consequences) of sin is death." 

You and I were not there and therefore we are 
not guilty of Adam's sin, but we do suffer the 
consequences of his sin. And one of those is 
death. 

--ILLUS: Four peop ea year ie o starva
tion 

Thus, 30 persons die of starvation every 
minute. (Tan, pg. 421, #1524) 30 x 60 = 1,aoo
FBC1s Res. membership 

The starving masses are not guilty of creat
ing the food shortage but they do suffer the con-
sequences. 

--NOTE: So long as there has 
has been death and there is 
We ma delay it, but we can 

For, "It e 
( eb. 9: 27a) 

been sinful man, there 
no way to escape it! 
not escape it. 

man once to die." 

Thus you must bravely face not only the fact 
of death's origin, but also: 

2. Its Normality 
3:1 & 2a (1) "To every t hing t her e is 

a season, and a time to every purpose under the 
heaven." (2a) "A time to be born, and a time to 
die." 

ea lS a norma par o le. Everyone 
dies. Roughly 1 percent of the United States' 
population dies yearly. On the average, Americans 
experience a bere avement every six years. (How To 
Encourage Others, Bill G. Bruster & Robert D. 
Dale, pg. 67) 

Though it is no comfort the fact remains that 
death comes sooner or later--if not today, then 
some tomorrow. But it is normal. 

ar ar A cry says: 
n various ways all people are on a terminal 

course. Cells in the body move toward their 
inevitable end." We all have a "terminal" d isease 
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and that terminal disease is "Life. 
--NOTE: Death a par o e. ore an he end · 

of life, it should be seen as a constant part of 
our experience. When a person retires from a job 
that has contributed meaning to his or her life 
and sense of self worth, a little dying takes 
place. When f ami lies or friends move away s ome -
thing within us dies. Graduate . .. 

We should take seriously this omnipresence of 
death in our soci ety. 



I. BRAVELY FACE THE FACTS OF DEATH 
I. Of',.1a:z.N 

L -ry 

--APPLY: Death is a part of life. Though it 
seems such, it is no alien intruder, crashing in 
upon us from outside our experience. We must 
learn to come to terms with 

3. Its Finality 
Samuel 14:14 (KJV) "We must needs die, and are 

as water spilt on the ground, which cannot be 
gathered up again." 

--NOTE: Death is feared and avoided because death 
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is We may make a journey to a distant land 
and in time return to the very point where we 

no one has ever made the distant journey 
to the land of death and returned. There have 
been "near death" experiences from which survivors 
have returned. But there have been no "death" 
experiences from which any have returned. ~..., 

Bravely face the facts of death. 
1. Its Origin 
2. Its Normality 
3. Its Finality, and 

4. Its End 
--NOTE: This has been called, "The Death of Death." 

apostle has much to say about it. 
--{I Corinthians 15:26 (KJV) "The last enemy that 

shall be destroyed is death." 
Corinthians 15:54b (KJV) "Death is swallowed up 

in victory." 
And John adds: 

21:4a "And God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes; AND THERE SHALL BE NO MORE 
DEATH! II 

--R. Earl Allen has a sermon entitled, "The Day 
Death Died." And that day will come! eath 

our home on earth, but, thank God, death 
can never invade our home in heaven. 

Death is barred from that home where there is 
no •sorrow, nor crying, nor any more pain: for the 

ormer are passed away!" And in that day, death 
will be a "former thing!" 

There will 
ome the day When Death Dies and "There snall be 
o ore deatn!" 



I. BRAVELY FACE THE FACTS OF DEATH 

II. WISELY MOVE TO WIN OVER DEATH 
Corinthians 15:55 57 (NASB) "O death where is your 

victory? 0 Dea where is your sting?) Thanks be to 
God, who gives the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

--NOTE: You can know this "victory!" You can win over 
death! kf-ere are some practical steps to betaken: 

1. Go Ahead And Grieve 
--Note: When Jesus stood at the graveside of His 

friend Lazarus, 11: 35 records, "Jesus wept." 
This is the briefest but yet the most e motionally 
packed verse in all the Bible! 

If Jesus wept so can you! Allow yourself to 
go ahead and grieve. is natural. It is a 
normal part of the healing process. 
(1) Grief is healthy 

--NOTE: 

Suppressed grief will 
emerge and be more difficult to deal 
with. when you want to cry. 
if anger is what you feel. Be honest about 
your emotions. Face your emotions and give 
expression to them. After all, God g ave 
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A. ' 
of grief 

n or Ltn~~ing 



I. BRAVELY FACE THE FACTS OF DEATH 
II. WISELY MOVE TO WIN OVER DEATH 

periods of wild weeping mixed with 
periods of rigid control as he forces 
himsel f to mingle with family and 
friends. 

But shock lacks rationality, and 
that is the most positive ingredient of 
grief. Therefore, if he can accept shock 
as inevitably complicated and fright
ening, he is facing reality. 

What should you do? How should you 
act? You should act the way you feel 
with a s much honesty as you can muster. 
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Don't try to cope with shock. 
it be. The necessity for shock in early 
gri ef c an be compared to someone in g r e a t 
pain who "passes out." It is nature's 
way of him from unbearable 
pain. After a death, the survivor 
'passes until he is ready to face 
the fac t that a loved one is dead. That 
is why we preaict ow long shock 
will last. (Up From Grief , Bernadine 
Kreis & Alice Pattie, pgs. 12, 13, & 19) 

,,.--7 B. u 
Emotions overflow. We feel I helpless. We may even feel guilty and 

ask, "Why didn't I do more?" We feel 
angry: "Why did God take her away from 
me? " 

11suffering11 is the long slow adjust
·ment of living without someone you love. 

is real and aon't 
ashamed of it. 

c. Readjustment 
- -NOTE: After the shock and as our 

emotions work themselves out, we begin to 
adjust our lives without our loved one. 

encoura e-, ·· 
o ereave s. 
Eirst , we in the church are good a t 

support in death but poor at support in 
grief . We and bring in casseroles. 
We send sympathy cards. We take off from 
work and go to the funeral. Then, we 
fall back into our routines and forget 
the cont inuing struggles of the survi
vors. e act as though the grief process 
ends at the funera l 

Second, we try to spare the survi
vors by not mentioning the deceased. As 

ne widow wondered, "How could all of my 
friends have forgotten Jim so completely? 

I 



I. BRAVELY FACE THE FACTS OF DEATH 
II. WISELY MOVE TO WIN OVER DEATH 
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They don't even mention his name any 
more!" We can encourage the grief pro
cess by bringing up the deceased's name 
in conversation and ventilation 
of feelings. 

2. Reach out To Others And Let Them Help You 
--Proverbs 17:17 "A friend loveth at all time, and a 

brother is born for adversity." 
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- -NOTE: The pilgrimage of through our loss 
ordinarily takes about six months and requires ~ 
to ten hours of open discussion of the deceased 
with a caring listener to put our lives in per
spective. (How To Encourage Others, Bill G. 
Bruster & Robert D. Dale, pg. 68) 

3. Draw Close To God 
Samuel 12:20a (KJV) "Then David arose from the 

earth, and washed, and anointed himself, and 
changed his apparel, and came into of 
the Lord, and worshipped: SA/,,,e M , 

--NOTE: Upon hearing news of the death of his son, 
David stopped fasting, changed his clothes, and 
worshipped. The point is, when son 

in worshi God. He coped with his 
dilemma by drawing near to God. (How To Encourage 
Others, . 

--[LLUS: Some time ago a family in our church lost 
their mother and wife. The funeral was held on 
Saturday. Many of us were impressed the next 
morning to see the children and the father in 
church worshipping the Lord. e w r sur rised 
see them back in church so soon. ut that is a 
normal expression for people of faith When death 
invades your home you can best cope with your loss 
by drawing closer to God. 

• et Back To ])11\QJJ 
l Samuel 1 2 : "Then h ell came to his own house; 

and when he required, they set bread before him, 
and he did eat." 

- -NOTE: While David's son was ill he prayed, 
fasted, dressed in sackcloth, and sat in ashes; 
but when word came that his son had died, David 
ended his fast and started eating again. David 
realized life had to go on. David started eating 
and dressing normally again. He got back to 
normal as quickly as possible. 
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II. WISELY MOVE TO WIN OVER DEATH 
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--APPLY: Reestabl ish your normal routine as quickly 
as possible. Li fe must go on. Go back to work ••• - -· 

s. Prepare For Reunion 
Samuel 12:23 (KJV) "But now he is dead, 

wherefore should I fast? I bring him back 
again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return 
to me." 

--NOTE: The Bible promises that a person of faith 
dies and goes to be with the Lord. When the Lord 
returns, he will bring them with him. Then we who 
still are alive will be gathered together with him 
in the air for a great reunion. 

III. HUMBLY ACCEPT CHRIST'S ANSWER TO DEATH 
- 11:25 (at the graveside of His friend Lazarus 

Jesus says to the grieving sister, Martha,) "I am the 
resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, .,...c-Jr/1:r.s 
though he were dead, yet shall he live. II 

adas I Corinthian 15:21-22 "For since by man 
(Adam) came death, by man (Christ) came also the 
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, eve n 
so in Christ shall all be made alive." 

so Christ Says "Whosoever believeth in me should 
not perish (die) but have eternal life." 

--Apply: This enables us to sorrow, but not as "others 
have no hope'' ( I Thess. 4: 13) for we Whom we 

have believed, and are persuaded that is able to 
keep that which is committed unto Him against tha 
aay!" 

--I Thess. 4:16-17 (KJV) "For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven wi th a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first:" 
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BRAVELY FACE THE FACTS OF DEATH 
WISELY MOVE TO WIN OVER DEATH 
HUMBLY ACCEPT CHRIST'S ANSWER TO DEATH 

--vs. 17 "Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet t he 
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord . " 

CON: Billy Graham's brother-in-law Ford, wrote 
the following about his son 

"During the months following death, to cope 
with my grie~ and ense of loss, I kept a journal . 
Through a "conversations" with Sandy, I 
continued to express my grief and bring our 

to a close. 
In one of those chats, I said, "Sandy, you've been 

dead two months earthtime." 
"I feel as if I have been alive forever , Dad. It' s 

a lot like one big long today . " 
"It's not a matter of time, Sandy, except that time 

heals . more a matter of nearness. I guess I'm 
concerned that as our time goes on, we wil l l ose any 
sense of nearness . " 

"But why, Dad? You're moving closer to eternity 
every day. You're not moving from, but to me! And 
besides, the 'Wall' between is so thin - you would 
laugh if you could see · t." 

"I think more of y han when you were here." 
"Sure Dad! I know you do. I hear those thoughts. " 
"Night, son! Enjoy the stars!" 
"It's morning here, Dad. Enjoy the light!" 

. 

}j!!!!, rr-r 
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Invades Your Home 
II Samuel 12: 18-23 

Sardis Baptist Church 
September 28, 2014 

I. Bravely face the facts of death 
1. Its origin - Genesis 2: 17 

> Death is the direct consequence of sin. You were not there 
and therefore you do not share the guilt of Adam' s sin. But 
you do suffer the consequences of sin. 

2. Its normality- Ecc. 3: 1 and 2a "There is a time to be born, 
and a time to die. 

> Death is a part oflife. We must accept its normality. 
3. Its finality - II Samuel 14: 14 "We must needs die, and are 

as water split on the ground. " 
4. Its end - I Cor. 15:26 "The last enemy that shall be destroyed 

death. " 

II. Wisely move to win over death - I Cor. 15 :57 "Thanks be to God, 
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
1. Go ahead and grieve - John 11 :35 "Jesus wept. " 

> If Jesus wept, so can you!" 
( 1) Grief is healthy 
(2) Grief is a process 

A. Shock 
B. Suffering 
C. Readjustment 

2. Reach out to others and let them help you - Prov. 17: 17 
friend loves at all time, and a brother is born for adversity. 

3. Draw close to God - II Samuel 12:20a 
4. Get back to normal - II Samuel 12:20b "They set bread 

before him, and he did eat. " 
5. Prepare for a reunion - II Samuel 12:23b "I shall go to him. " 

Humbly accept Christ's answer to death - John 11 :25 "/ am the 
resurrection and the life: he that believeth in me though he were 
dead, yet shall he live." Christ's answer to is himself! 



SEPTEMBER MORNING WORSHIP SERMONS 
BUILD ON SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 

During September, our pastor will expand on our lessons during the morning worship services. 

September 5 
LESSON - "The Poor, and Needy" 

SERMON - "The Ministry of Encouragement" 
September 12 

LESSON - "Death and 
SERMON - "When Death Invades Your Home" 

September 19 
LESSON - "Disrupted Family Relationships" 

SERMON - "Why Some Families Fail" 
September 26 

LESSON - "Defeat and Failure" 
SERMON - "When Success Lets a Man Down" 




